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Now We Can Depart In Peace
By Pastor Dan Olson
What would you like to do or see before
you die? That's a topic of conversation
that many have had. The answers given
usually include various exciting adventures, beautiful landscapes and lofty
goals. Some are achieved, some aren't.
Some people before they die may feel
regret for what was left unfinished in their life, and others may feel a sense of achievement for completing
their goals. What about you? If you were faced with
death today, would you have a sense of achievement
or regret?
A man by the name of Simeon (Luke 2:25ff) also had a
bucket list of one. He wanted to see the promised
Messiah. Not only did he want to see him, but the Lord
miraculously told him that he would see him before he
died. As the man got older, he probably wondered if
this dream would be accomplished. Would the Lord
keep his promise? Every new ache and pain was a reminder that his time was drawing to a close. But the
Lord was faithful.
Did he know the Messiah would come in the form of a
child? Maybe, maybe not. Maybe he was looking for a
rich looking young man who looked like a ruler. Maybe
he was looking for a parade of soldiers and horses
making the way for a new leader. But when a young
family walks into the temple holding a baby, there was
no sense of disappointment in his voice. He held the
child in his arms and sang a song with tears in his
eyes that basically said, I have seen all that I need to
see in this life. Now I can die in peace.
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now
dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen
your salvation” (Luke 2:29-30)
(Continued on page 2)
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Bible Classes — What’s Your Plan?
Sunday
*Childcare is provided for children under the age
of 4 in the nursery at the back of the church from
9:20 - 10:20 each Sunday morning. Drop your
child off so you can focus on one of the Bible
studies.
Small Group Study
We will be studying the book of Philippians.
Come see what advice the apostle Paul has
about maturing in our Christian life. Come and
be strengthened as you press on toward the
goal of your faith. 9:30 a.m. Lower Level Faith
Room Presenter: Rob Williams.

Monday’s Women’s Group Please join us as
we study I Samuel: "Speak, Lord, I'm Listening".
Presenter: Wendy Schibbelhut (downstairs 8th
grade room) 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study:
Depression or Contentment - a study of
Ecclesiastes written by an aging Solomon.
Presenter: Lois Jenson (Redemption Bookstore
in Center 90) 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, I Timothy The group will see what
God says about demonic teachings. How shall
we identify them? How shall we combat them?
Presenter: Dan Schoeffel in the Grace Room.

Large Group Study
To the Ends of the Earth - While there is
always a lot to do before Christmas, this year we
are going to spend a couple of weeks discussing
the opportunity that Christmas Eve provides by
discussing witnessing strategies to our friends
and family. We will use portions of the new "To
the Ends of the Earth" movie along side the Bible
to discuss how best to reach out with the gospel.
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Area Presenter: Pastor
Olson

Thursday Rise & Shine Morning Group We
are continuing our study of 1st Timothy. We will
meet in the Fireside Room. Come for the Bible
study and good discussion on the topic. Please
contact Jan Westerman for more information.
781-1940
Friday Moms at the Cross is studying
Colossians, meets December 7th & 21st
Presenter: Karen Murry 8:30 a.m.

Women’s Group—will continue their study of
the Old Testament book of Malachi. Come and
hear the Last Words before the Silence. All
women are welcome, presenter: Karen Murry
Sunday 9:30 a.m. (Faculty Lounge).

Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Study Group
Is studying the Lord’s Prayer based on booklet
written by Pastor Scharf. Come for a good
discussion on harnessing the power of the Lord’s
Prayer and a good cup of coffee, too, We meet
at the Sand Lake Kwik Trip at 8:00 A.M. on
Saturdays. Any questions, please call Steve
Loehr @ 781-8832.

Weekdays
Monday Starting Point Mondays 7:30 pm.
Whether you are new to the faith or are simply
needing a refresher of the fundamental
teachings of scripture, please join us. Feel free
to invite your friends. Everyone is welcome.
Contact Pastor Olson if you need more details
(dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-797-5793..
(Another session of Starting Point will begin on
January 14th at 6:30 pm.)

Now We Can Depart In Peace
(Continued from page 1)

There is a reason why we sing the words of the Song of Simeon after taking the Lord’s Supper. We
have seen, touched, and tasted the very body and blood of Christ. We have experienced Christ’s love
and forgiveness and now we are ready to die. As the Christmas season approaches we think the
same thing. We read about the Christ-child being born. God kept his promise. The rest is history. Because of Christ, our bucket list of one is achieved. There is no regret, only joy. God's blessings during
this Christmas season as you see again the promise fulfilled.
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Advent By Candlelight
All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend Advent by Candlelight on Sunday, December 2 nd in
the Fellowship Hall from 6-7:30pm. This year’s theme is SONGS of ADVENT.
Viewing of decorated tables will begin at 6pm, with desserts and program to begin at 6:30pm. Please
feel free to invite female family and friends to join us for this special evening of delicious desserts,
decorative table viewing, songs, readings, and prayer. Any questions, please contact the event coordinator Jan Westerman 608-781-1940 or jkwesterman1@yahoo.com

LWMS Report by Jessie Maedke
This past summer, I attended the Lutheran Women Mission Society convention in Green Bay with my mother,
grandmother, and fellow women and men of the congregation. It was such an amazing experience to be surrounded by fellow believers in Christ, all with a strong
passion for outreach. There were many speakers over
the four-day course of the convention, all with different
experiences and topics. There were presentations on international missions, nationwide missions, college campus missions, and even what we can do within our own
communities and own congregations. It was so inspiring
to see the work that all these people were doing throughout the world. In my own life it can be very easy to get
wrapped up in my own little world with my own problems,
but being at the LWMS convention really helped me to
remember the work there is to be done for God’s kingdom. As I sat in each meeting, the words from Mark
16:15 resounded in my head, “He said to them, ‘Go into
all the world and preach the good news to all creation.’”
All around me were people focused on bringing more
souls to the knowledge of God’s great love and abounding mercy. I left Green Bay, as I think so many others
did, with a renewed zeal for the gospel of Christ. I would
encourage anyone who has the opportunity to attend a
LWMS convention to do so! It was such a unique and
uplifting experience that I think everyone - male or female, can benefit from.
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Hosted by the Wild Rose Circuit
Iowa Events Center
233 Center Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
www.LWMS.org

Women In Christ
This group is open to all women of the congregation.

Cradle Roll
Mission Lights

Gerry Ely, 608-783-4167
Lois Jenson, 608-781-1134

Executive Committee

WIC officers, Head of Serving Circles and Service Groups

Officers

Co-Chairs - Tanya Johnson 608-386-1419
Kathy Rach 608-781-0425
Sue Webb 608-779-0386
Secretary - Nancy Wetzel, 608-780-2345
Treasurer - Lois Holper 608-783-1330

Women In Christ Book Group

Women In Christ Cradle Roll

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP
meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
We will start meeting in the new Fireside area at church at 6:30 pm. In December we will not be discussing a book but
meeting for dinner at 6:00 pm at the Coulee Golf
Bowl. If you are interested in joining us, call Gerry at 783-4167. January will start the new year
with a discussion of a Lynn Austin book “Where
We Belong.” New members are always welcome.

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE
ROLL (meet every other month
on the first Thursday) Children
who are enrolled in Cradle Roll
receive periodic mailings and
books every 6 months until they are 4.
The quiet bags are periodically straightened and new items added. Note new
bag location in back of church. Our next
meeting will be January 3, 2019.

Memorials
Given in memory of John Brandt
Gerry Ely
Ginny Viner Fund
David & Barb Ferries
Ginny Viner Fund
Ron & Betty Westphal
Ginny Viner Fund
John & Stephanie Wahl
Ginny Viner Fund

Advent Family Devotions
Our synod has written a booklet of devotions that you can use during the season of Advent for your
own personal or family use. (Copies will be available on December 2nd in the church lobby.) These
devotions will follow along with our Sunday sermon series in Advent called: "He Comes, Bearing
Gifts." Every Sunday in advent will focus on a different gift - Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Each gift
is a symbolized by the different candles on the advent wreath. The devotions will also use the
WELS online daily devotions which can be accessed using a computer or smartphone. We hope
you take advantage of the special opportunity to
talk about the Savior during this advent season.
Go to this link to download the booklet.
https://welscongregationalservices.net/download/
c18-discipleship/?
wpdmdl=270&ind=1542664659629
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SUPPORT GROUPS SERVE GOD’S PEOPLE
Recovery in Christ (RIC) is for people struggling with various addictions.
Caring Christian Mental Health group meets first Monday of the month, at 6:30 pm, in the lower-level
at First Ev. Lutheran Church, La Crosse.
Grief support group meets the first Tuesday of the month, at 7:00 pm at St. John’s Ev. Lutheran
Church, Barre Mills,
Dealing with pornography, go to conquerorsthroughchrist.com

Mental Health Support Group

Grieving Support Group

Caring Christians Mental
Health is a support group
for anyone struggling
with mental health issues
or for loved ones and
friends who want direction on how to give support and help to those they love and care about. Our
next support group meetings will be held Mondays
December 3 and January 7. at 6:30pm, in the basement of First Lutheran Church, 410 West Ave., La
Crosse. The next topic will be “Is it Mental Health or
Spiritual Health that we struggle with?” Please mark
your calendars and plan to join us. Invite someone
as well, we would love to help!
For more information, please contact:
Mark Wierschke at 608.796.0987

Recovery In Christ Support Group
On Sunday, November 11, 2018, 6:00
p.m. Todd Hoffe, addressed participants about the dangers of addiction. He told his story and described
how the gospel was his rescue. This
event was hosted by the Recovery in
Christ group.

Everyone grieves differently. Christians need to support one another. That is the purpose of the Grieving group that meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church,

Conquering Pornography Through
Christ

Some think porn is victimless. It is not. Conquerors through Christ (CtC) can help. This is
totally anonymous. CtC uses the power of the
gospel to take away guilt, erase shame, and
empower people for purity—the power to leave
the life of sin of internet pornography use.
(John 8:11). Refer someone caught in this sin
to CtC’s website: conquerorsthroughchrist.net.
Also check out the many helpful articles being
posted on the CtC Facebook page: facebook.com/WELSCTC?fref=nf For more info,
speak to Staff Minister Schoeffel — CtC Committee member (783-2552 extension 233), or
one of our pastors.
We are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us. Romans 8:37

Hospital Reminder
Your pastors love to bring
God’s comforting Word to you
when you are having surgery
or are hospitalized. Please be
sure to speak to one of the
pastors before your surgery or
hospitalization.

Prayer Partners
To become a prayer partner and/or to submit a prayer request, please email prayerchain@stpaulsonalaska.org.
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Thank You
We would like to extend our sincere gratefulness for hosting our ministry at St. Paul’s. Your generosity was greatly appreciated. Over $2000 was given which will be used to fund the Bible Institute,
school and the people.
Sincerely, Nepal/Pakistan Ministries and Bachana

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Your gift of $565 was received on 10/25/2018 and was directed to WELS-Student Assistance Fund
as requested.
Thank you for your generosity. Please keep the ministerial education system of our synod in your
prayers.
Cordially in Christ,
Rev. Paul T. Prange
Administrator, Ministerial Education

Dear Friends,
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the Truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).
Who are “the least of these”? They are the hurting and forgotten among us. They are the elderly
whom we care for. They are the troubled people that we counsel.
Thank you so much for investing in this “healing and helping” ministry.
Your gift is not only appreciated…it’s needed.
May our Lord bless you for your generosity!
Pastor James Mattek, Director of Ministry

Dear Friends at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Your gift of $300 was received on 10/24/2018 and was directed to WELS-SM-Prison Ministry Fund
as requested. Your support of our work will help many whose names you don’t know, or who may be
“only a name” to you, but they are known to God, loved by him. He uses gifts like yours to help his
children, whether struggling with addiction or a disability, with loneliness or temptation. Thank you
for supporting this important work.
Please pray for your fellow Christians who engage in compassion ministry, that their work may bring
salvation and comfort to the children of God and to those whom God wants to bring into his family.
Serving Christ who so loved the world,
Rev. Jim Behringer/Director, Special Ministries
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Other Worship Opportunities
If you know that you’ll be out of town for the weekend, vacationing or working,
look ahead to one of the many area worship services. It may not seem like
“home,” but it is better than going a week without hearing God speak to you.
You can also either watch the video of the entire worship service or the audio
of the sermon by going to our website (www.stpaulsonalaska.org). Then, click
on "gather." There are always printed copies of sermons available in the lobby. If you are out of town and want to locate the nearest WELS or ELS
church, check in our church lobby, call one of the pastors, call the church office or go to www.wels.net and click on the WELS Locator icon. You can also
download the mobile app for your smart phones.
First Lutheran,
La Crosse
Sunday 6:30 p.m.

Mount Calvary
Lutheran, La Crosse
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

Christ Lutheran,
West Salem
Monday 6:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran, Barre Mills
Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd,
Holmen
Monday 6:30 p.m.

St. Paul’s, Onalaska
Thursday 6:30 p.m.

December
1. 2 Peter 3:1-10
2. 2 Pet. 3:11-18
3. Jude 1-16
4. Jude 17-25
5. Daniel 1
6. Dan. 2:1-30
7. Dan. 2:31-49
8. Dan. 3
9. Dan. 4
10. Dan. 5
11. Dan. 6
12. Dan. 7
13. Dan. 8
14. Dan. 9:1-19

WKTY (580 AM) radio service
Sunday 7:00 a.m.

15. Dan. 9:20-27
16. Dan. 10:1-11:1

Time of Grace TV service
WKBT TV 8
Sunday 7:00 a.m.

17. Dan. 11:2-20
18. Dan. 11:21-12:13
19. Psalm 139

Membership Database APP
If you currently have access or would like to access St. Paul’s Church
360 Members electronic membership database for member information, you can now install an app on your phone to access it. Once
installed you will be prompted for the domain you wish to access,
which is: stpaulsonalaska.360members.com. Then you will need to
enter your username and password as in the past. Contact Dan
Schoeffel if you have questions.

20. Ps. 140, 141
21. Ps. 142, 143
22. Ps. 144
23. Ps. 145
24. Ps. 146
25. Ps. 147
26. Ps. 148-150
27. Revelation 1:1-8
28. Rev. 1:9-20
29. Rev. 2:1-7
30. Rev. 2:8-17
31. Rev. 2:18-29
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Luther High News
Luther High School Christmas Concert
“Prophecies Fulfilled!” And I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will crush your
head, and you will strike his heel.” God spoke
these words to Adam and Eve after they had
fallen into sin. Rather than end their lives and destroy the world, God
gave them a promise. He promised that one day, one of their children
would destroy sin, death and hell. The Old Testament is filled with
prophecies about the Messiah, from Genesis to Malachi. The
Messiah was the completion of those prophecies. He was born in
Bethlehem, lived in Galilee, entered into Jerusalem on a donkey, and
was crucified for the sins of the entire world. The Concert Band,
Concert Choir, Cantate Choir, Handbells and Sound Foundation will
be presenting Christmas music based on these prophecies and their
fulfillment. The concert will be Sunday, December 9th at 2:00 p.m. in
the Chapel Auditorium, and is free and open to the public. All are
invited to attend and experience the joy of the Christmas message as
they hear these prophecies fulfilled in song.

Upcoming Events
Class of 2023 Day
Fri. 7 Dec, 2018
(9:15 am - 1:15 pm)
Christmas Concert:
"Prophecies Fulfilled!"
Sun. 9 Dec, 2018
(2:00 pm - 3:30 pm)
Registration Knight
Class of 2023
Mon. 14 Jan, 2019
(6:30 pm - 8:30 pm)

Scrip Orders for Christmas On Tuesday and Wednesday,
December 18-19, scrip will be sold from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm. On
Thursday, December 21 (this is the last day to purchase scrip before Christmas break) you will be
able to get scrip from 8:00 am to 11:30 am. Scrip sales will resume on Thursday, January 3 from
8:00 am to 3:30 pm. Remember if you are looking for cards we do not keep at Luther Scrip orders
are placed on the 1st and 15th of each month. Please contact our scrip coordinator, Mrs. Peggy
Berg at bergpegg@luther.k12.wi.us if you have any special orders.
Alumni T-shirts If you are an alumnus of Luther High School and have not received an alumni tshirt yet, it’s not too late! These t-shirts are complimentary and a great way to show your support
for YOUR Luther High School. To get your shirt, stop by the office during school hours or send us a
request to mail or send home with a student at Luther. Please email requests to mccocour@luther.k12.wi.us.
Employment Opportunity Luther High has an immediate opening for kitchen help. Contact Mary
Jackson at (608) 783-5435 Ext 1240 or (608) 792-1766.
Tuition Assistance for 2019-2020 TADS is now accepting tuition assistance applications for the
2019-2020 school year. You can start the application process with last year’s tax information and
then update once your 2018 taxes are completed. Please visit www.tads.com to get started
National Merit Scholars Last fall, 14 of our LHS juniors (this year’s seniors) took the PSAT test. A
test that 1.6 million of the smartest students in the United States took, which qualifies students for
the National Merit Scholarship competition. Two of our students finished in the top 1% in the nation
and in the top 300 of all the students in the state of Wisconsin and the top 11 in all of the La Crosse
area. Congratulations to Seniors Elliott Schroeder and Kaitlyn Stratman. Kaitlyn and Elliott had to
do great on the PSAT test from last year in October then fill out an extensive questionnaire, write
an essay, get two letters of recommendation, have every report card grade entered from every high
school class they’ve ever taken and just recently completed the SAT test. About half of these
16,000 students (or ½ %) in the US will now compete for over $32 million in scholarship money that
will be announced in the spring the least of which is $2,500.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church: December 2018
Thu

Fri

Sat

7

Wed

8:30am Moms at the Cross Bible Study 8:00am Men's Bible Study

Tue

6

Mon

6:15am Women's Bible Study

Sun

1

8:00am Men's Bible Study

5

5:00pm St. Paul's weekend for Live
Nativity, Riverside Park,
La Crosse, WI

4
9:00am Midweek Bible Study
Advent Services at 2:00 & 6:30pm

14

8:00am Men's Bible Study

15

8

9:00am KIDS Praise

3

2
9:00am Women's Bible Study

13

5:30pm Public School Confirmation
Class (Grades 7 & 8)

5:15pm-Advent Supper

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am 4:00pm Women's Bible Study
with Holy Communion
7:30pm Starting Point
9:20am-Sunday School
9:30am-Adult Bible Studies
5:00pm St. Paul's weekend for Live
Nativity, Riverside Park,
La Crosse, WI
6:00pm-Advent by Candlelight

12

6:00pm-Recovery in Christ (RIC)

11

9:00am Children's Christmas Service
Dress Rehearsal

10

9

6:15am Women's Bible Study

5:15pm Advent Supper

9:00am Midweek Bible Study
Advent Services at 2:00 & 6:30pm

9:00am Women's Bible Study

20

8:30am Moms at the Cross Bible Study 8:00am Men's Bible Study

21

5:30pm Public School Confirmation
Class (Grades 7 & 8)

6:00pm Evangelism Visiting Team

9:00am KIDS Praise

7:30pm Starting Point

6:30pm-7:15pm Lutheran Boy
Pioneers' Meeting

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30am 4:00pm Women's Bible Study
9:20am-Sunday School
9:30am-Adult Bible Studies
10:30am-Sunday School
Christmas Service
2:00pm Luther High School
Christmas Concert
4:00pm Early Childhood Christmas
Service
5:30pm Voters’ Meeting

6:15am Women's Bible Study

6:00pm RIC

19

22

18

17

16

8:00am Men's Bible Study

29

5:00pm ALL Congregation Night at
the Live Nativity at Riverside Park,
La Crosse

9:00am Midweek Bible Study
Advent Services at 2:00 & 6:30pm

28

9:00am KIDS Praise
9:00am Women's Bible Study

5:15pm-pm Advent Supper

7:30pm Starting Point

6:00pm Board Meetings

5:30pm Public School Confirmation
Class (Grades 7 & 8)

27

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30am 4:00pm Women's Bible Study
9:30am-Adult Bible Studies

7:30pm Church Council Meeting

9:20am-Sunday School
4:00pm Children's Christmas
Service
6:00pm RIC

9:00am Christmas Day
Service

26

24
Christmas Eve Services at
4:00 & 6:00pm

No Bible studies or meetings held from December 24-January 3, 2019
Thursday worship services resume January 3, 2019

25

23
Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30am
9:20am-Sunday School
9:30am-Adult Bible Studies
5:00pm ALL Congregation Night at
the Live Nativity, Riverside Park,
La Crosse

9

10:30

8:00

Dec. 2 2018

Hayden Wihlm Marin Schibbelhut

Nathan Riley

Micah Schiebel Austin Ames

CANDLELIGHTERS

L. Stuve, A. & M. Bettin, M. Mielke

H. Wihlm, M. Schibbelhut, A. & N. Putz

N. Riley, J. Hahm, N. Karr, M. Komperud

M. Schiebel, A. Ames, E. Dahl, K. Van Loon

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

J. Mueller, R. Kendhammer, T. Thienes, F. Holper, W. Johnson,
R. Bantley, T. Walsh
T. Burkum, D. Jansen, G. Lussky, F. Hackbarth, R. Elliott,
M.Shepeck, R. Smith, J. Fetcenko, B. Condon

USHERS

Dec. 16

Jack Hahm

8:00
London Stuve Averi Bettin

J. Bain, J. & A. Bruns, S. Wendler

Dec. 9

10:30

Jonah Bain Jacob Bruns

A. Scriver, O. Haas, L. Bryant, A. Yonkovich

Nicolas Schultz

Owen Haas

R. & M. Olson, M. Antoniewicz, R. Thorson

L. Barnes, M. Powell, M. Neumeister, M. Schiebel

Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17
Dec. 24
Dec. 31

GREETERS

D. Braund, C. Johnson, Helgerson

Van Loon, Schroeder

L. Johnson, Fluegge

Holper, Schwartz

Wahl, Heinz

Jenson, Babinec

Lau, Schuldt

Burkum, Mahnke

Johnson Team
Baumgarten Team
Holper Team
Teal Team
Johnson Team

Counters Schedule

J. Koblitz, E. Papenfuss, D. Meyer, S. Lobeck, K. Buswell,
M. Schiebel, A. Schmeling, S. Yonkovich
J. Schwartz, A. Schwartz, B. Krueger, G. Schibbelhut, B. Owen,
M. Paggi, B. Kennedy

M. Murry, D. Braund, R. & J. Richmond, P. Sebald, P. Mendell,
T. Scriver
R. Strangman, D. Bakken, M. Van Loon, M. C. & Z. Wierschke,
D. Kies

D. Pfaff, L. Johnson, J. & S. Babinec, J. Tonak, D., T., & B. Fluegge, Loehr, Murry
L. Rosenbaum, G. McCurdy
C. Schlagel, C. & K. Schlagel, E. Schroeder, B. Gjestvang, R. Stuve Luehmann, Schlagel, Gjestvang

M. Barney, B. & B. Barney, M. Schuldt, J. Degner, R. Easton,
K. Westerman, R. Beitlich, G. Baumgarten
K. Loging, C. Lenz, D. Pertzsch, M. & B. Loersch, J. Wickus,
A. Krajewski, S. Bader

8:00
Brett Hall

Adam Scriver
Madelyn Olson

B. Hall, N. & K. Schultz, S. Schams

10:30

8:00
Rileigh Olson

Dec. 23

10:30

Lera Barnes Makenzie Powell

D. Wohlhoefer, F. Walleck, T. Cueto, C. Woessner

Dec. 30
8:00
Destin Wohlhoefer Faith Walleck

Kathy Krajewski
Gerry Ely

Walsh/Schwartz

Volunteers Needed

(2:00) Volunteers Needed
(6:30) Webb/Burkum
(2:00) Volunteers Needed
(6:30) Schlender/Shepeck
(2:00) Volunteers Needed
(6:30) Krajewski/Schlagel
(4:00) Volunteers Needed
(6:00) Blado/Hahm

8:00 & 10:30 am
8:00 & 10:30 am

10:30

Altar Guild Schedule
Sunday, December 2, 2018
Sunday, December 30, 2018

Church Councilmen Schedule
Sundays
Thursdays
Dec. 2
Webb/Burkum
Dec. 5
Mid-week Advent Service
Dec. 9
Schlender/Shepeck
Dec. 12
(4:00) *Volunteers needed
Mid-week Advent Service
Dec. 16
Krajewski/Schlagel
Dec. 19
(4:00) *Volunteers needed
Mid-week Advent Service
Dec. 23
Blado/Hahm
Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Services
Dec. 25
Christmas Day Service
Dec. 30
Walsh/Schwartz
Dec. 31
New Year’s Eve
*Early Childhood and grades 1-8 LES Christmas Services
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School News

Intelligent Design
You may have heard about or read about Intelligent Design. Looking at a complex object, most rational people will
assume someone intelligent designed it. Someone intelligent designed our van. It didn’t simply appear on the lot
of the car dealership or in a field somewhere. The fascinating machine that packages single slices of cheese didn’t
appear on the landscape after some kind of magical storm. In the same way we recognize that there must be a
designer for buildings and computers, we also must recognize that complex objects in nature have a designer.
Unbelieving teachers and scientists want us to think that what we see in nature happened by accident. They suggest that over billions of years, bacteria can go through enough accidental changes to become human beings.
They want us to believe no one designed the birds, flowers, sea creatures, or us. All of these things just came
about by accident. As intelligent as these teachers or scientists may seem, there is still plenty they do not know.
Only the true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – knows everything. Instead of turning to human “experts” for answers to life’s most important questions, let us turn to the only source of truth – God. Compared to Him, all humans are foolish.
“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9
WELSSA Accreditation Visitation Team Recommendation: Exemplary
There are three levels of accreditation: Provisional Accreditation, Full Accreditation, and Exemplary Accreditation.
In order for a school to be recommended for Exemplary Accreditation, the school must meet all of the 99 required
standards as well as at least 95% of all 240 standards. When St. Paul’s was accredited in 2013, we were recommended for Full Accreditation. In the years since, our faculty and staff have made improvements each year. At the
end of their visit on November 7, the WELSSA Accreditation Visitation Team recommended St. Paul’s for Exemplary Accreditation! I am so proud of the great work done by so many to help make this possible, and I look forward to
working with you to keep making our school even better!
Early Childhood Christmas Service – December 9, 4:00 pm
Grades 1-8 Christmas Service – December 16, 4:00 pm
Science and Fine Arts Fair – View some results in our November 8 Panther Patter
Athletics Check out the trophies our St. Paul’s Panthers brought home from the Kish Tournament! Girls took home first place, while the boys earned second place. Way to go, Panthers!
You can see the trophies displayed by the church/school office.
The first home basketball game is December 7, 2018. Please visit
school.stpaulsonalaska.org>Student Life>Athletics to view a complete schedule.

Windy City Players perform “Tom Sawyer” at St. Paul’s

(Continued on page 12)
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School News
Student Teachers
March 4 through May 10, 2019, St. Paul’s will have two student teachers from Martin Luther College (MLC) join our
school. Both are female. Mr. Bain is looking for host families for the student teachers.
Expectations for a Host of an MLC teacher candidate
1. Hosts are expected to provide the teacher with a private bedroom, bathroom access, and an area to study.
Most teacher candidates appreciate laundry service.
2. Hosts are expected to provide or arrange for meals each day. We do not expect meals to be any more elaborate than customary for the host. MLC does not expect the teacher candidate to do their own grocery shopping. Some may want to assist in meal preparation. As guests, we expect teacher candidates to offer to assist
in clean-up after meals.
3. Hosts are not expected to provide the teacher candidate a car or pay for gas. It is the responsibility of the
teacher candidate and the principal to arrange for transportation and for the teacher candidate to pay for these
costs. Most MLC teacher candidates have cars.
4. Before teacher candidates leave the college for student teaching, we go through the house guest etiquette
found in the handbook.
5. Teacher candidates appreciate internet accessibility.
To help reduce transportation costs for student teachers, we try to find suitable homes close to St. Paul’s whenever
possible. If you are interested in serving as a host, or would like more information, please contact Mr. Bain
(bbain@stpaulsonalsaka.org).

Wisconsin Parental Choice Program Questions and Answers
Q. What is the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program?
A. The Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) allows families who qualify to have their child’s tuition paid by
the State of Wisconsin through a voucher. The family chooses the WPCP school it wishes to have its child attend.
The voucher payment is sent directly to that school.
Q. Will this result in a large influx non-member children?
It’s very likely that most of our program participation will involve our member families, however non-members will
also be welcomed. At least initially, we will not be specifically advertising our involvement in the program though
participation may grow into an outreach ministry tool in the future.
Q. Who qualifies for the WPCP?
A. A student qualifies for the WPCP on the basis of their Wisconsin residency and their family income. An application process through the state is required to obtain a voucher.
Q. What is the amount of the voucher?
A. The voucher amount for students in grade K-8 is $7,747 per student and roughly half this amount for students in
4K. The state issues payments in September, November, February, and May. The amount paid can be used for
any expenses related to the child’s education and for expenses related to administering the Choice program.
Q. Does the school incur extra expenses to be in the WPCP?
A. Yes. The school is responsible for hiring an independent auditing firm. This firm audits all voucher payments and
expenses, cash flow and controls, and applications. The total cost for the work of the auditing firm is approximately
$15-$20,000. Payments are made as the work is done. This expense is covered utilizing the money received from
the voucher payments.
Q. Which students can receive vouchers?
A. WPCP vouchers can be issued for current students entering grades K-1st grade or for new students transferring
from public schools in grades K-8th. Participation is also possible for students in 4K, however, this would require us
pursuing WELSSA accreditation for this program.
(Continued on page 13)

12

Q. If we join, are we in the program forever?
A. No, we make a choice every year. The rules could change. We could be asked to do something that would violate our beliefs. If that happens, we leave the program.
Q. Does the state dictate what we teach if we join the program?
A. No more than it already does. Currently we are required to offer a sequentially progressive curriculum in the language arts, math, science, history & social studies. There are no other curricular requirements or mandates.
Q. Are there other WELS schools in the WPCP?
Yes. All WELS high schools in Wisconsin are now participating and a number of local elementary schools are as
well.
Q. Can families opt out of religious instruction?
A. Yes. However, this only includes formal religious instruction (Christ Light, Chapel, Catechism). We apply God’s
Word in every subject whenever we can and weaving this into informal instruction cannot be prevented. We will
need to be up-front with families considering enrolling about what we teach and what beliefs they should expect
their children to have if attending St. Paul’s.
Q. Can we require non-member families in the Choice program to take Bible instruction classes?
A. No. We can invite and encourage, but we cannot require attendance.
B.
Q. How many Choice students can we have?
A. We determine how many seats are open for Choice students in each grade.
Q. What is happening with the funds received through the WPCP?
A. Our direct tuition charge to the families of these students comes from the Choice funds. That goes into our operating budget immediately. Any costs directly associated with the WPCP will be covered with funds from the WPCP.
This would include all expenses associated with the required audits and any staffing adjustments required to administer the program.
Q. How will these funds be utilized in the future?
A. Funds in excess of our direct costs for administering the program can be used for other educational expenses.
This will vary but may include expanded staffing, equipment, or other purchases needed to operate the school. Financial commitments will be undertaken judiciously to avoid overcommitting our financial resources.
Q. Are there any dangers to involvement in the WPCP?
A. We must avoid becoming financially dependent upon the funds from the Choice program. We will also have to
work to welcome new families into our school and, hopefully, into our congregation.
B.
Q. Will our students be required to take state mandated tests?
A. If we have 20 or more students from the WPCP, they must take the state test. This test is given in the spring of
the year. The test is taken on computer. The state pays the bill for the WPCP students taking the test. We have the
option of having all of our students taking this test.
Q. What are the benefits of participating in WPCP?
A. This program allows more families to afford Christ-centered education for their children. It may also allow our tuition assistance dollars to be distributed to more families. It may also open the door for evangelism efforts with new
families from the community.
Q. Will WPCP dramatically change the culture and climate of our school?
It really shouldn’t. We are able to limit the amount of students that we allow in each grade and have control of what
and how we teach our students. This oversight helps maintain the positive culture and climate we have cultivated
in our school.
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Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) Participation
Summary and Recommendation
Approved by the St. Paul’s Church Council on 10/16/13
Mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran School
Following Jesus’ command to “Go and make disciples of all nations,” (Matthew 28:19), St. Paul’s Lutheran School partners
with parents and congregation to provide a Christ-centered education that equips students for life and eternity and reaches
out to those in the community who do not know their Savior.
Background
The Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) was created in 2014 and is modeled after two existing programs that are
specifically in place for Milwaukee and Racine counties in southeast Wisconsin. Eligibility for the WPCP is for all other areas
of the state. The program is intended to provide support for families who wish to seek education for their children in private/
non-public schools. This is done by providing financial support via a voucher which cover educational expenses such as fees
or tuition to attend a private school. To qualify for a voucher, a student or student’s family must meet criteria. Vouchers may
only be used at schools that participate in the WPCP.
Proposal
The proposal being considered is for St. Paul’s to begin participation in the WPCP starting in the fall of 2019 for the 20192020 school year.
Why would we do this?
The operation of a school in 2018 is vastly different than it was when most congregations elected to open them, often decades ago. The cost to run a school has been steadily increasing. St. Paul’s current fees/tuition for the first child in a family to
attend is $1750 and represents only about 35% of the actual cost needed to provide quality teaching staff, equipment, and
facilities. This all has greatly increased pressure to raise the cost families must bear to enroll their children at St. Paul’s and
there is a strong likelihood that fees will need to increase in the coming years. The Board of Education is particularly concerned that many families will not be able to bear these increased costs, especially with local high-quality public education
available. We know that there are families who choose to send their children elsewhere solely based on cost. The needs
and circumstances of the modern young family are dramatically different than in years past. Achieving financial security is
often not possible with a single parent earning income. The results in costs associated with childcare that are higher than
they have ever been. Further, many young families have very large student loan burdens which may prevent them choosing
a Christian education. Participation in the WPCP would remove this barrier for families for which it is an issue.
There are also many people in our community who may be looking for alternatives to public education who also do not know
Christ. Removing the barrier of expense may be all it takes to instruct unchurched children, planting seeds of faith that may
one day grow. This blessing will also flow into the homes of these children and may bear fruit amongst family members as
well. Participation in the WPCP may offer a new avenue of outreach that is currently not available to us.
Obtaining a voucher
A voucher is granted by the state of Wisconsin to a student who meets criteria and can be used at a participating school. To obtain a voucher, a parent must apply at https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/. The process is
generally similar to filling out a financial aid application or a tax return. Income eligibility requirements are to the right.

A student who qualifies for a voucher will only need to qualify once. They
will then be eligible to continue with that voucher for the remainder of their education. When transitioning to high school at a
private institution such as Luther High School, these students will also be given preference to secure a voucher for the four
years of high school as well. Depending on family financial circumstances, it may be possible to have some family students
with vouchers and some without as income levels fluctuate.
Using a voucher
Vouchers can only be used at an elementary school (Pre-K to 8th grade) in the 4-year-old preschool, kindergarten, and first
grade years. Students already in grades 2-8 are not eligible for a voucher. Students become potentially eligible again when
entering grade 9. Students who are currently enrolled in public schools or who are home-schooled may apply for and use a
voucher at any grade level, if desired. Because of this structure, it is unlikely that we would expect early surge of growth if we
elected to participate in the program.
(Continued on page 15)
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Expected impact on enrollment
St. Paul’s will specify annually how many students, generally by grade, will be accepted with vouchers for the coming year.
The number specified will be determined by the principal in collaboration with the Board of Education and will weigh many
factors including class size, class make-up, etc. It should not be expected that enrollment will grow dramatically, though some
growth may occur. It is unlikely that St. Paul’s would initially advertise participation in the program outside of the church, however, as previously stated, this may serve as an outreach opportunity in the future and may result in increasing enrollment if
pursued.
Conditions imposed on a school for participating
1. The school must submit to a yearly financial audit conducted by a state approved financial institution. This audit is extensive and is estimated to cost between $15,000 and $20,000. This will also likely necessitate changes in our bookkeeping/accounting practices.
2. There is an expected increased administrative burden associated with reports that must be submitted to the state that will
impact current staffing levels or duties.
3. If we have more than 20 voucher students at our school, we must administer a state approved standardized test, at least
to the voucher students as required by law. The state will cover the costs of this exam for voucher students, if we elect to
test all of our students, we would need to cover the remainder of the costs.
4. An annual application must be submitted to the state which contains the names of the members of the Board of Education
and the Principal.
5. A number of policies and procedures must be in place or updated according to legal requirements.
6. If a student with a voucher chooses to attend our school and we have a spot open, we are obligated to accept that student. This does not preclude us for making it extremely clear to the student and family what we teach and what to expect
their children to know and believe when graduating from our school.
7. If we have more voucher applicants than spots allowed, students wishing to attend St. Paul’s will be drawn from a lottery
by the state.
8. Families may exempt their student(s) from formal religious instruction and we must honor that request. Formal religious
instruction includes: Christ Light, Chapel, and Catechism. This does not prevent teaching God’s Word as part of nonformal instruction in other subjects and does not mandate what we teach (i.e. creation vs. evolution, or the like).
9. If we elect to participate, our 4-year-old preschool will need to become accredited in order for that age group to participate.
Financial Impact
A voucher has a value of $7747 in the 2019-2020 school year. This value is re-assessed annually and determined by the
state. St. Paul’s will receive this amount for every student enrolled who has a voucher. The value for a voucher for students
in the 4-year-old preschool program is roughly half of the above amount. This requires half-day school, 5 days per week.
Note that this amount covers most, if not all, of our current cost to educate a student, meaning that every voucher student enrolled over and above the number needed to offset audit and administrative expenses frees up resources to be directed at
other areas of ministry at St. Paul’s.
What does a voucher cover?
For families, the voucher covers all educational expenses associated with attending the participating school. This includes
any tuition or educational fees and field trip fees. It does not include fees for extracurricular activities such as sports or band
nor any fines due to book damage or things of that nature. It also does not cover costs associated with hot lunch, however,
application to the free and reduced lunch program is possible for those who qualify. The voucher amount is not necessarily
intended to cover the entire cost to educate a student for the school, though it may do so depending on actual costs.
The politics
This program is deeply steeped in politics and many may have very strong opinions on the merits of the program in general or
regarding participating in a government program. With that said, as it currently stands, there are very few administrative requirements and effectively no regulation of what can be taught or how. As political control of various state offices changes,
that may or may not change in the future, however, the current program is coded in statute, making it very difficult and slow to
change. If this were to happen, St. Paul’s should have ample time to review the coming changes, interpret their impact, and
decide how to proceed.
If we participate, are we obligated to always participate?
No. We must decide to participate and apply annually and can leave the program at any time. We will need to be mindful to
not financially over-commit in the event that we need to consider leaving the program.
Weighing the Pros and Cons
Participating in the WPCP is not something to be undertaken lightly. There is a large financial commitment, hopefully to be
offset by funds from vouchers, a significant administrative burden, and some potential challenges associated with families opting out of formal religious teaching. Participating offers many benefits as well, however, such as expanded access for families
who may not be able to afford our school, enabling our financial assistance dollars to benefit more people in need, and potentially off setting some of the costs of operating the school so that other ministry plan dollars can be used to carry out God’s
work in other ways.
Committee Recommendation to be voted on:
1. St. Paul’s Lutheran School choose to participate in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program beginning in the 2019-2020
school year.
2. St. Paul’s add additional administrative staff to support the increase in administrative workload associated with participation in this program. The amount of additional recommended resources is 0.5 full-time-equivalents (FTE).
3. That ongoing congregational ministry and budget planning be undertaken in such a way as to ensure that we are free to
exit the program in the future if this becomes necessary for any reason.
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