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WHAT HAPPENED AFTER JESUS’ DEATH? 
LESSON 5: JESUS’ ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN 

 

Agree or Disagree:  We tend to downplay Jesus’ ascension into heaven.   

 

Read through each Ascension account on page 4 and answer the questions below: 

 Where did Jesus’ ascension take place? 

 

 How many days after Easter did Jesus ascend into heaven?   

 

 What special promises did Jesus give his disciples in Mark’s account?   

 

 How did the disciples react when they saw Jesus ascend into heaven? 

 

 

Why Is Jesus’ Ascension so Important? 

 Where did Jesus ascend?   

 

 Read the passages below and explain what the “right hand of God” is: 

 

Exodus 15:6,12 - Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O 

LORD, shattered the enemy. You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed 

them.  

Psalm 20:6 - Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy 

heaven with the saving power of his right hand.  
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Read the passages below and explain what it means that Jesus is seated at the right 

hand of God: 

 

Hebrews 10:11-12 - 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious 

duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at 

the right hand of God. 

 

Ephesians 1:20-23 - That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he 

exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 

the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every 

title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God 

placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

 

What Is Jesus Doing Now?  

Respond to someone who says, “Since Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father, he 

can’t be with us here on earth.” 

 

Read the following and explain how Jesus is actively working on your behalf right now: 

 

Romans 8:34 -  Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the 

right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  

1 John 2:1 - My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 

does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous One.  

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 - 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through 

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
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one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 16 Let us 

then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help us in our time of need.  

 

Ephesians 4:7-13 - 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned 

it. 8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave 

gifts to men." 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the 

lower, earthly regions ? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than 

all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 It was he who gave some to be 

apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and 

teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

 

John 14:1-3 - 1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my 

Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 

there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

 

John 15:26-27 - 26 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. 27 And 

you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.  

 

 

Why do you think we sometimes downplay the importance of Jesus’ ascension?  What 

are some ways to promote its importance? 
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JESUS’ ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN 

 

MARK 16:15-19 

14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they 

were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of 

faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those 

who had seen him after he had risen. 15 He said to 

them, "Go into all the world and preach the good 

news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 

believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will 

accompany those who believe: In my name they 

will drive out demons; they will speak in new 

tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their 

hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will 

not hurt them at all; they will place their hands 

on sick people, and they will get well." 19 After the 

Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up 

into heaven and he sat at the right hand of 

God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached 

everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied 

it. 

LUKE 24:50-53 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of 

Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them.51 While he was blessing them, he left them 

and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

 

 

 

 

ACTS 1:1-11 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 

that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he 

showed himself to these men and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared 

to them over a period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, 

while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 

the gift my Father promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 

with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit."6 So when they met together, 

they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going 

to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to 

them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates 

the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth." 9After he said this, he was taken 

up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. 10They were looking intently up into 

the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of 

Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking 

into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven." 12 Then 

they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the 

Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the 

city. 


