
 
Give Thanks 

in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 

 in Christ Jesus. 
I Thessalonians 5:18 
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St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 

It's been quite a year, hasn't it?  For many, it might be even more of a struggle to be thankful on Thanksgiving.  Yet, 
there's so much for us to be thankful for.  In our Thanksgiving worship, we'll look at three short devotions from 
the life of Job and talk about thankfulness and contentment even in the midst of tragedy.  
 

Theme: Thankful in 2020? 
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CALL TO WORSHIP AND OPENING HYMN: CW 613            “Come, You Thankful People Come” 

Pastor:  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  

Congregation:  Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  

P:   Know that the LORD is God.  

C:   It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  

P:   Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  

C:   Give thanks to him and praise his name.  

Verse one 
Come, you thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest-home. 

All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin. 
God our maker shall provide for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; raise the song of harvest-home. 

P:   For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  

C:   His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

P:   Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

C:   His love endures forever.  

P:   Let Israel say:  

C:   "His love endures forever."  

P:   Let the house of Aaron say:  

C:   "His love endures forever."  

P:   Let those who fear the LORD say: 

C:   "His love endures forever." 

Verse four 
Even so, Lord, quickly come to your final harvest-home; 

Gather all your people in free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, in your garner to abide. 

Come with all your angels, come; raise the glorious harvest-home. 



P:   In my anguish I cried to the LORD, and he answered by setting me free. 

C:   I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 

P:   I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

C:   You have become my salvation. 

HYMN: CW 234                               “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

PRAYER 

P:   Lord of heaven and earth, we gather before you in gratefulness for all the physical, material, and spiritual 
blessings that you have graciously given to us.   Lead us to humbly acknowledge and boldly confess you as 
the source of all that we have and are, that we may serve you in gratefulness both now and forever.  



C:   (spoken) Amen.  

FIRST DEVOTION:                                                                                                                                                          Job 1:1-5 

In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared 
God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three 

thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He 
was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 

 
4 His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they would invite their three sisters to eat 

and drink with them. 5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make arrangements for them to 
be purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my 

children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CWS 768, verses 1-2                                                                              “How Firm a Foundation” 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 
“Fear not! I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed; 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

SECOND DEVOTION:                                                                                                                                                Job 1:12-22 

The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man himself do not lay a 
finger.” 

Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
 

13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 14 a 
messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the 

Sabeans attacked and made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has 
escaped to tell you!” 

 

16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the 
heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 



17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties 
and swept down on your camels and made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only 

one who has escaped to tell you!” 
 

18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters were 
feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the 

desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one 
who has escaped to tell you!” 

20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 21 and said: 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

    and naked I will depart.  
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 

    may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CWS 768, verses 3-4                                                                              “How Firm a Foundation” 

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes. 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake! 

 
“When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

My grace all-sufficient shall be your supply. 
The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

THIRD DEVOTION:                                                                                                                                                 Job 19:23-27 

23 “Oh, that my words were recorded, 
    that they were written on a scroll, 

24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 
    or engraved in rock forever! 

25 I know that my redeemer lives, 
    and that in the end he will stand on the earth.  

26 And after my skin has been destroyed, 
    yet[d] in[e] my flesh I will see God; 

27 I myself will see him 
    with my own eyes—I, and not another. 

    How my heart yearns within me! 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+19%3A23-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-13324d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+19%3A23-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-13324e


HYMN OF RESPONSE: CWS 768, verse 5                                                                                    “How Firm a Foundation” 

“Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love, 

And then, when gray hair shall their temples adorn, 
Like lambs they shall still on my shoulders be borne.” 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

SPECIAL MUSIC: (singers)                                                                                        “My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness” 

My heart is filled with thankfulness 
To Him who bore my pain; 

Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace 
And gave me life again; 

Who crushed my curse of sinfulness 
And clothed me in His light 

And wrote His law of righteousness 
With pow'r upon my heart. 

 
My heart is filled with thankfulness 

To Him who walks beside; 
Who floods my weaknesses with strength 

And causes fears to fly; 
Whose ev'ry promise is enough 

For ev'ry step I take, 
Sustaining me with arms of love 

And crowning me with grace. 
 

My heart is filled with thankfulness 
To him who reigns above, 

Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, 
Whose ev'ry thought is love. 
For ev'ry day I have on earth 

Is given by the King; 
So I will give my life, my all, 

To love and follow him. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank


RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P:   Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful.  You have provided green forests and refreshing 
streams.  You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work and rest. 

C:   Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze. 

P:   Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink.  Thank you for our 
work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors and teachers.  Thank you for all 
who serve at night to make our days more pleasant. 

C:   Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys of human 
friendships. 

P:   Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and highways, and for all 
of life that flows so swiftly before us. 

C:  Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and laughter. 

P:  Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from faces loved by you. 

C:  Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care. 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings. 

Silent prayer. 

P:  Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for his giving and 
forgiving, and for listening to our prayers.  Receive our gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of praise. 

C:  Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER (Wednesday only) 

C:   I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me 
this day.  Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night.  Into your hands I commend my 
body and soul and all things.  Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power 
over me.  Amen. 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER (Thursday only) 

C:  I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please you. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, 
that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 



BLESSING 

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.   

C:   (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 610                         “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 


