
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

On Tuesday evening May 19, our Church Council approved a plan that will allow for the reopening of 

public worship services at St. Paul’s.  The plan was put together after many hours of prayerful 

consideration, discussion, and consulting many local churches.  We thank you for your patience, charity, 

and Christian love over the last two months, and we have confidence that you will continue to display 

those same Christian virtues in the weeks and months to come.  Despite having different opinions about 

how we should do public worship in the future, keep in mind that what unites us is far greater than what 

could divide us.  Christ’s saving grace and love have brought us into his family of believers, and we live 

together as brothers and sisters in Christ.  These words from the Apostle Paul are great ones to keep in 

mind at this time: Ephesians 4:2-3 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 

another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  

 

Here are the main highlights of the plan: 

Worship services will resume the weekend of June 7 

 

We plan to open our sanctuary at 25% of capacity at this time (100 people).  We will space 

people out so that there is an empty pew in between each filled pew.  

 

We will offer additional worship services to help more people worship.  Here are the worship 

services times: 

Thursdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary (Starts June 4) 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary (Starts June 6) 

Sundays at 8:00 am in the sanctuary (Starts June 7) 

Sundays at 9:15 am in the gym (Starts June 7 - this service will be contemporary) 

Sundays at 10:30 am in the sanctuary (Starts June 7) 

 

Since space will be limited, people must sign-up to attend one of these services.  To sign-up 

online, please head to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org.  For those without internet, you 

can call the church office by Thursday noon in order to sign-up.  Leave a message if no one 

answers, and our office staff will confirm with you.   Signing up will be easy to do.  Please make 

sure to do it.  

 

We do plan on offering the Lord’s Supper in each of the first weekend’s worship services. 

Afterwards, we will offer the Lord’s Supper at our regularly schedule times (first and last 

weekends of the month).  We plan on following a continuous flow method instead of 

communing tables of people at a time.  This will allow for people to spread out and keep within 

a safe distance from each other.  Those distributing will wash their hands thoroughly before 

serving and will drop the wafer into each person’s hand in order to avoid contact.  Individual 

cups will be spaced out in the Communion trays so that each person can safely grab a cup.  If 

you feel uncomfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper in this way, we would be very happy to 

commune you privately.  

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/


We will continue to provide livestreaming services at 8 am each weekend.  If attending makes 

you feel uncomfortable in any way at all or if you fall into a high risk category, don’t be afraid to 

stay home until you feel comfortable.  If you are sick, please stay home.  If you prefer to wait to 

receive the Lord’s Supper or would like to receive it privately from one of the pastors, please 

contact one of us.  

 

Some other details to be aware of 

You are welcome to wear a mask, but they are not required. 

 

All doors will remain open so that no door knobs or handles will have to be touched. 

 

Please be respectful of other people’s personal space.  If you feel comfortable being close to other 

people, that doesn’t mean everyone has that same level of comfort.  Please no handshakes or hugs at 

this time. 

 

Offering plates will not be passed.  We will have a spot for people to drop off their offerings. 

 

Parents, please keep your children close to you throughout the service.  

 

All items in the pew such as hymnals, Bibles and Connection Cards will be removed.  A limited number of 

large print copies of the worship folder will be available, but we encourage folks to use the screens. 

 

We will arrange for cleaners to wipe down pews after each worship service. If you are interested in 

being part of a cleaning team, please see the online sign-up form or contact the church office.  If you 

are part of a lower risk category (younger/healthier), please consider volunteering for one of these 

positions.  

 

There will be no Bible Class or Sunday School for the time being.  We will continue our Wednesday 6:30 

pm Bible Class via Zoom on June 10. 

 

We will continue to monitor and evaluate the situation as we move forward. Once again, we thank you 

for your patience and understanding.  What a wonderful time for us to put our Christian love into 

practice and let the light of Christ shine in all we do.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastors Ehlke, Krause, Olson 

 

 


