
St. Paul’s, Onalaska Ministry Plan 
For September-December 2020 

 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
 

The coronavirus pandemic has changed all of our lives in many ways.  Quite obviously, it 
has affected our gospel ministry here at St. Paul’s.  But our Lord still lives and reigns and 
continues to be with us.  And, in spite of all the challenges presented to our church at this time, 
the Lord has blessed greatly our ministry at St. Paul’s during the pandemic.  First and foremost, 
the message of Christ crucified and Christ risen continues to be proclaimed.  We are thankful 
that the Lord has provided many different avenues through which we can share his Word, even 
in unusual and sometimes difficult circumstances. 

 
What follows is a plan approved by our church council for our gospel ministry at St. 

Paul’s for September through December of 2020.  It seems safe to assume that the coronavirus 
will continue to impact our daily lives through the end of 2020, and most likely beyond.  We will 
revisit this ministry plan in mid to late November 2020 to determine how to proceed through the 
early part of 2021. 

 
This ministry plan for St. Paul’s works under the following operating principles: 
 

1. We wanted to make a plan which presented copious opportunities for our 
people’s faith to be fed and to grow in Word and sacrament. 
 

2. We wanted to make a plan which was safe and which demonstrates care for the 
physical well-being of our people and which mitigates the risks of spreading 
COVID-19.  
 

3. We wanted to create a ministry plan for the coming months which would “work” 
no matter how circumstances change in our country and in our area.  We learned 
during our transition back to in person worship in June how laborious it was to 
“change gears,” so to speak, by creating new schedules, new systems, recruiting 
new volunteers, etc.  This plan allows us to focus less on planning for gospel 
ministry to happen and to focus more on actually doing gospel ministry. 

 
4. This ministry plan takes into consideration our day school as a top ministry 

priority here at St. Paul’s.  At the time of this writing, plans for school reopening in 
the fall are not completely set.  However, we do know that our school will need to 
take many precautions to conduct in-person classes safely, including best known 
practices about social distancing.  Therefore, for our ministry planning purposes, 
if we felt we can do effective gospel ministry through virtual means and at the 
same time minimize the number of people in our school spaces, we would 
embrace those virtual means of communication for this unusual season. 
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With those considerations in mind, we present this plan for gospel ministry for the rest of 
calendar year 2020: 
 

1. Worship  We continue with our present schedule of five in-person worship services 
every week: Thursday at 6:30pm, Saturday at 5:00pm (masks required, no 
congregational singing), Sunday at 8:00am, 9:15am (contemporary in the gym), and 
10:30am. 

 
2. Online Classes  Nearly all other Bible classes and Sunday School classes are 

conducted virtually through online forums. 
 
 

3. The typical weekly schedule would look like this: 
 

Sunday  8:00am, 9:15am, and 10:30am  In Person Worship 
 

Monday 4:00pm Online Women’s Bible Class with Wendy Schibbelhut 
 

6:30pm Online Starting Point with Pastor Olson 
 

Tuesday 7:45am Pastors teach in person (or online, if need be) 6th-8th Grade  
Lutheran Elementary School (LES) confirmation classes 

 
Evening Ministry Meetings (various boards and committees can 
determine whether to meet in person or online) 
 

 
Wednesday 5:30pm (time approximated) Online 6th Grade Bible History for our  

non-LES students with Gary Baumgarten 
 

6:00pm Online 7th-8th Grade Confirmation Class for our non-LES  
students with Pastor Ehlke 

 
6:30pm Online Adult Bible Class with Pastor Krause 

 
Thursday 7:45am Pastors teach in person (or online, if need be) 6th-8th Grade  

LES confirmation classes 
 

6:30pm In Person Worship 
 

 
Saturday 5:00pm In Person Worship (mask required, no congregational singing) 
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4. In addition to the Wednesday evening online adult Bible class, Pastor Ehlke will explore 
and poll about offering a second online adult Bible class on a different day of the week. 
We will also encourage our existing members to think about taking Pastor Olson’s 
Starting Point class this fall as a great review of the basics of our Christian faith. 

 
 

5. Sunday School: Every week easy to use resources will be distributed to parents to use 
with their children for the spiritual growth of the family. 
 

a. Every week the parents of our Sunday School age children will receive a link to a 
family worship/Bible study resource produced by WELS Discipleship: 
Here’s an example:  https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20200713/ 

 
b. All of our non-LES families with young children in Grades PreK-2nd will be 

furnished with a copy of “The Story Bible.” (This book is already provided to our 
LES families as a part of our school’s curriculum.)  Here’s a link to the book: 
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Bible-Concordia-Publishing-House/dp/07586190
22    A weekly reading plan will be provided.  “The Story Bible” can be read by 
parents to their children in PreK and K.  It can be read by students with their 
parents in 1st and 2nd Grades.  This reading plan coincides with the Bible History 
lessons which our LES children will be covering from week to week.  It will also 
ensure that our children continue to grow in their appreciation for God’s plan of 
salvation as the Lord worked it out in human history. 

 
c. Families of children in Grades 3-6 will receive a weekly Bible reading schedule 

which will cover the typical core Bible History stories of our Sunday Sunday 
Curriculum.  This Bible reading schedule will coincide with the Bible History 
stories in Grades PreK-2.  A number of discussion questions will be sent to 
families weekly to encourage conversation about the story and to promote the 
spiritual growth of the family members. 

 
6. While we desire to continue with our 7th and 8th grade B.I.B.L.E. Sunday morning 

instructions in the future, we will not be conducting those classes at the present time.  
 
We feel this plan provides opportunity for our people to continue to be fed by the Word, to 
experience at some level the blessing of in-person fellowship with other Christian brothers and 
sisters in worship, and also takes to heart the importance of mitigating the risk of exposing our 
people to Covid-19. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Olson    Pastor Ehlke    Pastor Krause 
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