
Sermon – Acts 4:32-37 - God’s People Gather - 9/26/21  

The Blessing of Christian Service 

This past year, because of Covid our church almost completely shut down.  This whole sermon series is meant to get us 

thinking about all the benefits that we have when we can gather together in person as a congregation.  So, we’ve talked 

about worshiping together in person. We’ve discussed last week the Christian encouragement that we have when we are 

together.  And next week we are going to discuss the specific blessings of the Lord’s Supper.  But today what we are 

talking about is a topic that I think was easily overlooked that we missed out on last year, and that I’m hoping we can 

reappreciate through this lesson that’s in front of us today: the blessing of Christian service.   

When the pandemic hit, everyone started worshiping from home.  All of our typical events and programs at church also 

were shut down.  Christmas for Kids, the spring Carnival, Sunday School, Small Group and large group bible studies, the 

LWMS rallies, Kids Praise, Lutheran Boy and Girl Pioneers, youth group outings, the summer camps. We had funerals but 

not the luncheons.  I could go on and on about all the things that we didn’t do as a church last year.  So included in those 

events were the hundreds of volunteers who out of love for their Savior used their gifts to serve the Lord right here at St. 

Paul’s in a variety of ways. The teachers and the organizers of all those programs I just mentioned. The ushers, people 

who set up communion, the person who sings in the choir, the person who bakes goodies for the luncheons. There are 

hundreds of positions and things that people do around here to make this church work.   

On your way out of church today if you look to the left on the wall you can see our mission statement.  Support, Share and 

the last one is “serve others in Christian love.”  That’s a huge part of our mission here at St. Paul’s.  And there are two 

specific types of Christian service.  There is the type of Christian service that is done here at church.  And there is also the 

type of Christian service that is done outside of the church.  Being a good mother or father, husband or wife, being a good 

friend or employee.  In all these different aspects of life, we are Christian servants, pandemic or not.  But the focus for 

today is on Christian service in the church.    

The problem that the pandemic caused was that it took away our service opportunities at church.  Out of all the things that 

people missed out on because of the pandemic, Christian service opportunities are probably at the bottom of the list.  But 

the people in our lesson today it seems take Christian service in the church to a whole new level. To the point where it 

might make us feel uncomfortable, especially if you start thinking practically about what this would look like if our church 

was like this. “No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.”  Today 

we would call this a cult.  Could you imagine if when you joined our church we said, “Welcome to St. Paul’s. If you could 

just write down your name, phone number, email, social security number, bank account numbers, and debit card pin 

number here. And please place an extra set of keys to your car here.  Jimmy over there has to get to Milwaukee this 

weekend and there is no way his car is going to make it there. And a set of keys to your home too.  Sarah and John just 

moved into town and need a place to sleep for a couple of weeks. Thanks.”  I don’t think our church would be nearly as 

big as it is if that’s what our New Member Orientation was like. So how can we understand what was going on here in 

Jerusalem without seeing the words communism or cult in what is written? 

If we go back to the earlier verse it says, “All the believers were one in heart and mind.”  That sounds beautiful, but what 

does it mean?  What united this church wasn’t social standing or similar interests, outgoing friendly personalities?  What 

united this church was Christ.  Christ causes people to see life in a very different way than the rest of the world. Life on 

earth is temporary. We are aliens and foreigners in this land. Heaven is our home.  Matierialism, money, our time, all of it 

is secondary in importance to Christ. That’s what unites us too.  We all come from different backgrounds. We all have 

different sins that we are guilty of. We all are forgiven by our Savior. What unites us is our faith in our Savior.  We here at 

St. Paul’s are one in heart and mind too.  So why does the description of this church in Acts not seem to sound like our 

church?  Before we answer that realize that it is not my intention with this sermon to create a communistic religious cult 

where we all pool our money together and move into the same house.  But rather the general idea you get from this 

description of this congregation is a tremendously generous group of people who actively looked to serve others.  

The problem that churches in America face today, including our church, is that we can have a consumerism mentality in 

the church. If I join St. Paul’s, what can I get out of it?  How does it help me?  What are the benefits of being connected to 

this church?  Are the kids programs a good fit for my family?  How do I feel when I walk out of church?  It’s all about me.  

But what do you notice when you look at this church in the book of Acts. They weren’t focused on serving self.  That’s not 

how they viewed their church. They were focused on serving others. Look again at what it says, “There were no needy 

persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the 

sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.”  There were mixed social classes 

in this congregation, but because they all shared their wealth so generously no one went hungry and no one was 



considered needy. The ideal church of the first century was so generous and so focused on serving others that it actually makes 

us feel uncomfortable.   

Our church is not perfect by any means.  No church is.  Even this church back in the book of Acts wasn’t perfect.  In fact the very 

next lesson is the lesson on Ananias and Sapphira.  If you remember what happened in Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira sold 

some land and said that they were going to give all the money that they made to the church.  But they were actually lying about 

it.  They kept some for themselves.  Which there is nothing wrong with keeping some of the money for themselves. The problem 

was they lied about it.  They wanted to sound like they were better people and more generous people than what they were.  God 

caused them to die on the spot for their lies against the Lord. They weren’t a perfect church. We aren’t a perfect church either.   

When people walk into our church for the first time or any church they will walk away with an impression, good or bad.  They will 

say, “They were friendly.” Or, “They were not friendly.”  And they generalized an entire church like ours of 1200 people based on 

a few smiles or based on whether or not the pastor remembered their name.  Instead of comparing churches and trying to figure 

out what the differences are, let me tell you what the similarities are.  Every member of every congregation in the world, 

including this church in Jerusalem was a sinner.  And they needed a Savior.   

I talked to someone recently who was not a member of any church, but didn’t want to join us at worship because she believes 

that all Christians are hypocrites.  I don’t know what happened to her in the past that she would have that view of all churches 

and Christians in general.  But I reminded her, that we are not a perfect church either.  We are sinners in need of a Savior and 

that’s why we come here.  The point is that we don’t need to lie or hide the fact that we are sinners. We come here not because 

we have our lives together, rather, we come here because we don’t.  

So let me tell you what made this church special first and foremost.  It not their kindness and generosity. It’s rather the reason 

why they were kind and generous. It’s what they preached.  It says in verse 33, “With great power the apostles continued to 

testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  That’s what gave them joy.  That’s what brought them together. They knew 

they were sinners.  They knew they needed a Savior. And they got one in Jesus.  They knew about his death and the pain he 

went through to take away their sins.  They knew about his resurrection that is the proof that God accepted his sacrifice for their 

sins.  His resurrection was the proof that they would live forever in heaven.  And it was his sacrifice and resurrection that was the 

reason why they exemplified Christian service.   

Today we are talking about Christian service, but how do you get excited about serving others?  There are really only two types 

of people that I want to serve.  The first one is, I would be excited to serve someone who sacrificed his life for me. I’ve never 

been in war.  I’ve never had anyone jump in front of a bullet for me, or shove me out of the way of a moving bus.  But I had 

someone suffer hell for me.  And so how do we serve Jesus.  Well remember what he said in the gospel lesson today.  He 

washed the disciples feet. And afterwards he said, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”  And 

then the very next day he heads to the cross to be the ultimate servant by giving his life for all of us.  To be a Christian, a 

follower of Christ, means that you serve others, just as Christ served us. But it was never meant to be a forced service, but a 

way that we can thank him for what he has done.  We serve others.  We serve Christ by serving others.  

And there is one other type of person that I’m excited to serve: our family members, the people who are closest to us in the 

world.  If you are close to your parents and grandparents, when they get older in age you will specifically ask them, how can I 

help you?  Can I pick up the groceries for you?  Can I mow the lawn for you?  Depending on how stubborn they are, they might 

say yes or no.  But they shouldn’t be surprised that you asked.  Why not?  Because they are family.  And those are the people 

that we want to serve most of all.  This congregation in Jerusalem in the book of Acts it says, “All the believers were one in heart 

and mind.”  They were one in Christ.  They were a family of believers.  They knew that what united them was stronger than a 

family tree.  I hope that you realize that truth too here.  The people who are in this room with you as well as other Christians 

around the world, are closer to you, than some of your own family members if they aren’t followers of Christ.  This is the family 

that you are going to spend an eternity with.  This is the family that we get to serve.  They are closer to you than your own 

bloodline.  Look at how the Apostle Paul says it in the book of Galatians, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 

all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:10)  

So we serve Christ by serving others, which we can call outreach. And we serve Christ by serving each other, which we call 

inreach.  The opportunities that we have for service here at St. Paul’s are going to focus on both.  Opportunities to help out each 

other in the church, and opportunities to reach out in our community to serve them.  There are always a number of volunteer 

opportunities available.  We are always looking for singers and musicians, for ushers, for Sunday School teachers, for cleaners, 

for people to help with the building project, looking for people on our committees and boards, for Live Nativity actors, Guarding 

of the tomb and the list goes on and on.  That’s a mix of inreach and outreach opportunities for serving others.  On top of 

volunteer hours, the offerings that you give go to support our ministry that reaches out and reaches in.  We have a fund called 

the Good Samaritan fund that helps those who are struggling financially, whether they are members of ours or not. Your 

generosity with your time or your money is a way of serving others.  Maybe we will get shut down again because of the 

pandemic. Maybe Judgment day will come.  But for now I know that we have today to serve Christ by serving others.  May God 

help us in this work. Amen.    


