
Daniel 3:16-28 “Here We Stand” 

A statue was erected in the nation of Babylon on the plain of Dura-an extravagant gold-plated statue and 

enormous: 90 feet high and 9 feet wide.  Everyone must bow down and worship it, was the decree which came from King 

Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful person in the world.  And almost everyone did.  Almost everyone.  There were 

three Jewish men who refused-Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  It was a matter of conscience for them.  But 

Nebuchadnezzar caught wind of their defiance.  So he summoned the three Israelites to appear before him.  Obey my 

decree, worship my god, or I’ll have you thrown in the fiery furnace.  That terrible consequence could easily be avoided.  

Just bow down to the statue and be done with it, guys.  You wouldn’t even have to mean anything by it.  Just obey the 

king’s decree.  But they wouldn’t.  It was a matter of conscience for them.  So they said, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do 

not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 

able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.  But even if he does not, we want you to 

know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  In other words, 

“Here We Stand.” 

A German monk and professor was called to an Imperial Diet in the city of Worms.  He had come into the 

national spotlight a few years earlier when, on October 31, 1517, he had nailed 95 theses on the church doors in 

Wittenberg, Germany.  His theses focused on the abuse of indulgences, a cleverly invented scheme of buying your way 

out of God’s righteous wrath over sin.  But that just began to get to the heart of the matter.  What Martin Luther had 

come to discover and what he began sharing with the world was the truth he encountered in the Scriptures-and it 

landed him in some very hot water.  So three and a half years later he was summoned to this Diet of Worms and he 

stood before emperor and princes-the most powerful people in the world.  He was told to recant his writings which 

announced the Bible’s message that we are saved by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  Do it, 

Martin, or be excommunicated.  Recant or face the prospect of death.  That terrible consequence could easily have been 

avoided.  All Martin Luther would have to do is just say that he didn’t actually believe what he had written.  That he was 

willing to withdraw them.  But he wouldn’t.  It was a matter of conscience for him.  So he said, “Unless I am convinced by 

the testimonies of the Holy Scriptures or evident reason, I am bound by the Scriptures, and my conscience has been taken 

captive by the Word of God.  I am neither able nor willing to recant.  God help me.” In other words, “Here I stand.” 

Why would people like Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Martin Luther be willing to say what they said and 

do what they did.  Why be willing to sacrifice so much?  Why take a stand that is so costly? 

These are important questions for us to answer.  Because confessing our faith-I highly doubt-has ever come 

remotely close to costing us our lives.  So it gets us contemplating what costs are actually associated with confessing our 

faith.  You know, we live in times where the prevailing thought and attitude is that there could be nothing worse than 

experiencing pain and suffering in life.  Except for death.  Death would be the worst thing to experience.  But pain and 

suffering are to be avoided at all costs.  And maybe some of the other really terrible things in life which are to be 

avoided at all costs-according to the wisdom of this world-would be experiencing ridicule and shame and exclusion. 

 Today (this Sunday) is Reformation Sunday.  It’s a day on which we praise God for the unconditional gospel 

which Martin Luther proclaimed during his life.  And we thank our Lord that he has made known to us the saving truth 

on which Martin Luther took his stand. 

 Here I stand.  People don’t much talk that way anymore, do they?  It’s not very popular to be rigid in your 

beliefs, to be dogmatic and uncompromising.  In fact, those phrases typically have negative connotations these days, 

don’t they?  And I suppose that’s true because it’s even less popular to insist that there is such a thing as absolute truth.  

It’s much easier to say you are giving your opinion than to say you are confessing your faith in the absolute truth of 

God’s unchangeable Word.  So, unfortunately, that’s we’ve done, at times.  We’ve kept quiet about things that God’s 

Word calls sin because we worry about ruffling the feathers of others.  We worry that speaking God’s truth could make 

things uncomfortable with coworkers.  It could cost us relationships with family members or friends.  We might hesitate 

to admit that God feels very real wrath over the sins we commit and that hell is the punishment that our sins deserve.  

We wonder if people will be receptive if we were to say Jesus is the world’s only source of salvation and hope.  Here I 



stand?  We must confess that the reality of our lives far too many times has sounded more like, Here I just try to blend 

into the unbelieving world around me and look more like them. Life’s easier that way.  It’s because we’ve bought into the 

thinking that the worst things which a person could possibly experience are ridicule and exclusion and suffering and pain 

and death.  There’s a satanic lie which is working behind the scenes in our lives.  It’s the same lie the devil told to Adam 

and Eve in the Garden of Eve way back in the beginning.  And the lie sounds like this: You can be happy, fulfilled, and at 

peace.  Just ignore what God has said.  Dismiss his Word, and things will go well for you.  To our shame, our hearts have 

believed that lie far too many times. 

 Back to those original questions: why were people like Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Martin Luther willing 

to face ridicule and exclusion and suffering and pain-even and especially when they had a way out?  Why were 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego willing to face a fiery death rather than bow down to a false god?  Why was Martin 

Luther willing to give up his life rather than recant his teachings and writings? 

 It’s because they knew there was something far worse than ridicule and suffering and even worse than physical 

death.  They knew the worst thing which could possibly happen was being separated from the one true God.  The worst 

thing would be suffering spiritual and eternal death.  But, by God’s grace, they knew that spiritual and eternal death was 

not their destiny.  Because they knew the promises of God.   

 You know, it’s interesting-and really important to note: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow 

down to Nebuchadnezzar’s statue of gold, but it wasn’t because they had the impression that God was certainly going to 

save them from the flames of the fiery furnace.  We know, in fact, that the Lord did save Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego from the fiery furnace, and the Lord did it in an amazing and miraculous way-in a way that let everyone know 

that he was the only true God.  But it’s not as if God had whispered to these three Jewish men ahead of time, “Don’t 

worry about Nebuchadnezzar’s threat.  I’ve made your robes, trousers, and turbans flame retardant.”  No.  Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego clearly said that their God could save them from the furnace.  But even if he didn’t, they were 

not going to bow down and worship a false god.  They were willing to be thrown to the flames because they had God’s 

promise of an even greater rescue than from a fiery furnace. It’s the same promise of rescue which we have received.  

The promise about how the Son of God came down from heaven, not to stand in the fire with us, but to face the fires of 

hell that our sins deserved, and to face that fire of hell alone-in our place, so that we would never have to.  By his death 

on Calvary’s cross, Jesus has forgiven your sins and saved you from eternal death.  By the perfect life which he lived and 

which he had credited to you, you are a holy child of God and have eternal life.  You can separate the heat from the fire 

more readily than you can separate us from Christ and his love. 

 That’s why Shadrach and Meshach and Abednego would rather have died than worship any other god but theirs.  

Because their God was the true God, the God of their full and free salvation.  That’s why Shadrach and Meshach and 

Abednego were willing to confess their faith so boldly.  That’s the same reason why Martin Luther would rather have 

perished as an outlaw than recant one word which he had confessed and written about how the righteousness of God 

has been credited to us by the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ. 

 And that is why the people of God today are willing to confess their faith freely and boldly and without shame.  

Because we know the promises of God.  In Christ, you’ve been set free from sin.  In Christ, you are right with God.  In 

Christ, eternal life is yours.  In Christ, you have everything.  He is the truth and he is our life.  Here we stand. Amen. 

 


