
Mark 13:32-38 Keep Watch! 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[e]! You do not know 
when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going 
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the 
one at the door to keep watch. 

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know 
when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, 
do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, 
I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

 

 My brothers and sisters in Christ, for what are 
you watching these days?  For what are you waiting 
expectantly and with vigilance?  No doubt, in these 
tough days of Covid, I know many of us are watching 
the news for word of when a vaccine is going to start 
being distributed to the public.  We’re waiting for the 
day when our current pandemic will be in the 
rearview.  That’s something for which to wait with 
eager expectation.  But let’s think a little happier 
thought for a moment.  Did you score on that great 
Black Friday deal on Amazon or Walmart.com this 
year?  If you did, you’re probably watching for the day 
when those packages arrive at your doorstep.  You’re 
watching closely because you want to make sure 
those packages don’t fall into the wrong hands-like 
the hands of overly curious children.  Speaking of 
Christmas presents, my family got an early one.  
There’s a new puppy in our home.  We’re currently 
house training him.  We are vigilantly watching for 
that telltale body language that warns you your four-
legged friend is about to do indoors what you only 
want him to be doing outdoors.  Vigilant watching is 
something that we do in many aspects of our lives. 

 But today Jesus’ words to us remind us of the 
most important watching and waiting that we as 
Christians should be doing.  Christians are to be 
watching vigilantly and waiting expectantly for 
Judgment Day.  And we know why that’s true.  It’s 
because Judgment Day is going to be a day of joy for 
us.  We know that Jesus, the one who is coming to be 

our Judge is also our Redeemer who has loved us and 
set us free from our sins by his blood.  For that reason, 
Judgment Day is the day that we’ll be going home to 
our eternal home.  It’ll be the day of our greatest joy.  
That’s the number one reason why we’re watching 
and waiting for Judgment Day. 

 But there’s another big reason why Jesus tells 
us that keeping watch for Judgment Day should be the 
highest priority in our lives.  It’s because, although we 
know that Judgment Day is certainly going to happen, 
it’s going to happen at an unknown and unexpected 
time.  Jesus reinforced that point in quite a striking 
way in the Gospel this morning, didn’t he?  Listen 
again to what Jesus said: ““No one knows about that 
day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.”  That is a really striking 
thing for Jesus to say, isn’t it?  Jesus said that he didn’t 
even know when Judgment Day was going to 
happen.  Now how could that be?  Jesus is the 
almighty Son of God!  He’s omniscient.  He knows 
everything.  How could he not have known when he 
would return to this world for his own day of 
judgment? 

Well, keep in mind, Jesus was speaking these 
words just a few days before he died on the cross.  So 
he was speaking these words during what we call his 
state of humiliation.  That was the time of his earthly 
life, from his conception and birth and running 
through his death and burial, when he did not make 
full and frequent use of his divine powers.  Although 
Jesus always possessed all the power and all the 
knowledge in the world, he didn’t always use all his 
power and all his knowledge.  That happened during 
his state of humiliation.  He did that to humble himself 
as our substitute and to be our Savior.  So, yeah, 
during that state of humiliation, Jesus could honestly 
say that he did not have knowledge of when 
Judgment Day was going to come.  By the way, now, 
ever since Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into 
heaven, Jesus is in his state of exaltation.  Now he is 
making full and frequent use of his divine power.  So 
now, no doubt, Jesus is very much aware of the exact 
time he will come for Judgment Day. Our God knows.  
But we don’t.  The day and hour of Judgment Day will 
come at an uncertain time. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24751e


And Jesus reinforced that point in our Gospel 
by telling a story.  He said, “ It’s like a man going 
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the 
one at the door to keep watch.”  Now that little 
parable that Jesus told is a story about himself and 
about us, right?  Let’s hash through those 
details.  Jesus, obviously, is the master of the 
house.  And the departure of the master from his 
house represents the time when Jesus departed from 
this world.  It represents Jesus’ ascension into heaven, 
that time when he left this world to sit at God’s right 
hand in heaven to rule all things for the good of his 
people.  Jesus ascended into heaven and departed 
from this world because he had accomplished 
everything he had been sent into this world to do.  He 
secured our eternal salvation by making payment for 
our sins on the cross and by rising from the dead to 
give us victory over death.  And having accomplished 
our salvation, he went away on a trip, so to 
speak.  But he promised that he would one day return, 
right?  After the disciples who had been with Jesus 
watched him ascend into heaven, a couple of angels 
appeared to them and said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.”  (Acts 1:11)  

Jesus, our Master, is going to return home.  
And he might return in the middle of the night, and he 
might return at dawn.  Did that part of Jesus’ story 
strike you as a little strange, a little unusual?  I mean, 
really, does it sound typical for a master of a house to 
return to his house from his business trip in the 
middle of the night or right at the break of dawn?  
Arriving home at those times is not what you would 
expect from an ancient traveler.  But that’s the point 
that Jesus is driving home, right?  Our Master Jesus 
will return at an unexpected hour.  And he wants his 
servants to be ready and waiting and expecting his 
return. 

So here’s another question-and I want you to 
really think this through with me today: why is that 
such an urgent thing?  Why is Jesus so concerned 
about us watching expectantly and being awake, so to 
speak, when he returns?  Would it really, typically 
have been a big deal if the servants were asleep in the 

middle of the night when their master returned from 
a trip?  I mean, probably not.  So why does Jesus make 
that a big deal in this story that he’s cooking up to 
make a point about Judgment Day? 

It’s because of what being asleep represents in 
this little parable.  Jesus is talking about sleep in this 
story as spiritual sleep.  And that’s exactly what Satan 
wants.  He doesn’t want you watching and waiting for 
Christ.  He wants you to fall asleep spiritually.  In other 
words, Satan wants us to lose our faith in Christ.  He 
wants to distance you from having a close and 
personal relationship with the one who has loved you 
and freed you from your sins by his blood.  And so, 
practically speaking, what Satan really wants to do is 
to somehow distance you from the things that keep 
your faith fed and that keep you connected to Christ.  
Satan wants to distance you from hearing the Word 
and receiving the sacrament. 

See, this is really where the rubber meets the 
road today.  I think it’s easy for us to hear Jesus tell us 
to be ready and watching for Judgment Day, and we 
say, “Oh yes, Lord.  Of course.  We will watch and wait 
for you.”  But what does that actually look like in our 
lives?  Does it mean that we should be sitting outside 
constantly, craning our necks to the heavens, on the 
lookout for Jesus to appear?  No, that’s not it.  That’s 
not the watching and waiting that Jesus has in mind.  
But what Jesus does have in mind is that we watch for 
him and wait for him by staying connected to his 
Word that reminds us and assures us of the salvation 
and eternal life which he’s won for us.  It means 
receiving often the forgiveness that is sealed when 
Jesus shares with us his true body and blood in the 
Lord’s Supper.  Watching and waiting for Jesus means 
making the highest priority in our lives hearing his 
Word and receiving his sacrament.  And it means 
ensuring and encouraging others to do the same.  
We’re to be the spiritual watchmen that Jesus speaks 
about in this parable. 

And maybe this is a spot for an important and 
timely application of this truth.  We’re in the middle of 
a pandemic, right?  It’s changed all of our lives 
drastically.  It’s changed the way we do worship and 
the way we do Bible study and Sunday School as a 
church.  And we pastors here at St. Paul’s are certainly 
thankful that we have the opportunity to serve many 



of you through in person worship and through some 
in person Bible studies.  And we’re just as thankful 
that we’re able to serve many of you with virtual 
church and Bible studies.  And we’re glad to try to 
provide resources for all of you and your families to 
continue to grow in God’s grace.  And we respect the 
reasons why you are choosing to worship in person or 
to worship virtually.  Truly.  But one of our greatest 
concerns as pastors right now is that there is no doubt 
that Satan is trying to use this pandemic in various 
ways to get us to deprioritize feeding our faith and 
feeding the faith of our family members.  He wants us 
to create excuses why we don’t need to be here in this 
church or gathering around our computers for 
worship.  Satan wants us to think that getting our 
children in the Word is something we can think harder 
about in the future when there aren’t so many 
obstacles to doing so.  Satan wants us to think that 
there’s no harm in becoming spiritually sleepy.  We 
know there is.  And if we all examine our hearts 
honestly, all of us can find ways that we’re guilty of 
this.  All of us can pinpoint examples of times in our 
lives when we have not given precedent to spiritual 
priorities and staying close to Christ through his Word. 

And that’s why all of us can thank our Lord 
Jesus today that he always made our spiritual welfare 
his highest priority.  Jesus considers having a close and 
personal relationship with us so important that he 
was willing to come to this earth and be born as one 
of us and hide his glory and humble himself for us and 
for our salvation.  When Jesus lived in this world, he’s 
always kept vigilant and perfect watch for Satan’s 
attacks against him, so that he could live a perfect life 
under God’s law, so that he could credit his perfect 
obedience to us, so that we would stand righteous in 
his sight.  Jesus always prioritized hearing his Father’s 
Word in the synagogue on the Sabbath Day, because 
he loved the communion that he experienced with his 
heavenly Father when he was hearing that Word, and 
he loved the encouragement that it offered him as he 
sought to go to the cross to pay for our sins and, in 
doing so, to fulfill those very words of Scripture that 
he was hearing.  It’s is humbling and amazing that 
Jesus would consider saving us to be that high a 
priority-his highest priority. 

What a comfort!  What an encouragement for 
us!  In the Scriptures our Lord tells us the story of 

what it took for him to ensure that Judgement Day 
would be our greatest day of joy.  In the Scriptures we 
hear the story that tells us why we are ready to meet 
Jesus on that day.  We’re ready for that day!  Stay 
ready for that day!  Watch for your Lord’s coming by 
serving as a spiritual watchman for yourself and for 
your families.  Watch for your Lord by prioritizing time 
in his Word.  Amen. 


