
Thanksgiving 2020             Three Devotions on the Life of Job Pastor Ehlke 
Devotion 1: God Sends Physical Blessings 
The life of Job is really fascinating  Job was a rich man who had everything, and he loses everything just like that.  His 
possessions. His family. His health.  Throughout this book which is 42 chapters long this question gets presented again 
and again: “Why?”  Why do bad things happen?  Why do they sometimes happen to God’s people? 
 
In these opening verses, we learn two main things about Job.  He was a believer in the Lord who lived a God-pleasing 
life.  He is described as someone who “feared God and shunned evil.” 
 
We also learn that the Lord blessed Job with tremendous physical blessings.  A large and what seems to be a peaceful 
family.  Tons of livestock and servants.  He was the Jeff Bezos of the ancient world.  Now that doesn’t mean God 
blessed him so tremendously because Job was a believer or a really great guy – God never promises that to us.  But in 
the case of Job, he had both – a strong faith in his Savior God and great wealth. 
 
What are you thankful for this Thanksgiving?  So easy to focus on all the turmoil in this world -- COVID, the anger we 
see in society over politics, the frustration that many seem to be feeling, not being around family as much this year.  I 
don’t want to diminish these struggles that we’re enduring right now.  But take a step back and remember all the 
physical blessings you have.  One of the questions I ask our confirmation students when we study how God the Father 
creates and preserves us is: would you rather be a king/queen who lived 2,000 years ago or would you rather have the 
life you have now.  Most answer - live the life we have now.  We have luxuries today that kings and queens 100 years 
ago didn’t have.  Many of us have two, three, or even four cars in our garage. We don’t worry about whether we’re 
going to eat but what we’re going to eat.  Many of us spend money rather freely - if there’s something we want, we 
buy it.  
 
Yet, how often we forget!  We forget that every good and perfect gift comes from our loving Father in heaven.  Instead 
of remembering what we do have, we’re sometimes quick to focus on what we don’t have. Instead of gratefulness, we 
can easily be discontent.  Yet our gracious God continues to forgive us daily through Jesus and continues to meet every 
one of our needs.  What blessings has God given you?  
 
So this Thanksgiving and really every day, step aside from the clamor and the fighting and give thanks.  Give thanks to 
the Lord who gives you your physical blessings, knowing that they are an expression of his love and goodness to you. 
 
Devotion 2: God Sometimes Takes Away Physical Blessings 
How can Job say that?  That’s the question I find myself asking when reading through these verses.  Job’s an example of 
what it means to be a believer and to live a godly life.  Yet, he loses everything.  The Lord allows Satan to take 
everything from him, except his life.  One day, messenger after messenger comes with worse news than the guy 
before.  Your cattle are gone.  Your sheep are gone. Your servants all died.  Then worst of all, your children are all dead. 
In the next chapter, Job loses his health – he has boils and sores break out over him, and the only comforting thing he 
had was scraping his sores with broken pottery.  His own wife is appalled at him.  He says, “Naked I come from my 
mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD 
be praised.”  Then he says the next chapter: “Shall we not accept good from God and not trouble?”  
 
My friends in Christ, I have no idea the pain Job went through.  I also don’t fully understand the pain you have in your 
life.  But I do know that there are times when we just say, “What’s going on here?  Why is this happening?” And yes, 
maybe we sometimes get a glimpse of why God sends a particular test our way but often the reality is we don’t always 
know.  It’s clear from this book that God isn’t punishing Job for a sin (it was actually an accusation his friends made up 
later).  God tells us he tests our faith and through these tests, he strengthens us and leads us to rely on him more.  But 
eventually God ends up telling Job: My ways aren’t your ways.  I’m God.  You’re not.  Trust me. 
 
So how can we say, “May the name of the Lord be praised”?  It’s easy to say in good days.  Much harder in tough days. 
But we can say it no matter the circumstances because you know what Job knew, something we’ll see clearly in our 
next devotion.  Job knew his Savior, and when he viewed life through that lens, when he filled his life regularly with the 



grace and promises of the Lord,  it allowed him to accept the bad along with the good.  God doesn’t tell us everything 
we’d like to know, he tells us everything we need to know.  And his promises to you never fail.  But more on that in our 
final devotion… 
 
Third Devotion: God Gives Us What We Need Most of All! 
Job speaks these words in the middle of a long dialogue he has with his friends.  In the course of this dialogue, he has 
some low moments, but here is a high moment.  In the middle of everything – his possessions are gone.  His children 
are dead. His wife resents him.  He’s in agony.  Yet what does he confess: “I know that my Redeemer lives.”  He knew 
that one day he would see his Savior face to face in his body.  Even though his flesh would fail, and he would die, he 
had something better than all those earthly blessings.  Job lived hundreds and hundreds of years before Jesus lived on 
this earth.  But he looked ahead at what God had promised and knew a Savior was coming.  A Savior who would 
redeem him and take away his sin. A Savior who would live and conquer death.  A Savior who would rescue him home 
to heaven.  A Savior who would make things right again.  
 
You and I don’t know everything.  We sometimes struggle to understand why the Lord allows certain problems in our 
lives, and yet no matter what, we can say, “May the name of the Lord be praised!” Here’s why: God has told you 
everything you need to know, and it’s this: He loves you.  He loved you so much that he was willing to give you his own 
Son and let him be killed in your place.  Jesus loved you so much he was willing to endure a far greater tragedy than Job 
experienced - he was willing to endure the pains and torments of hell.  He loved you so much that he was willing to 
suffer what you and I deserve because of our sins.  Jesus loves you so much that he walked to his own death, only to 
show his power over death on Easter Sunday.  He loves you so much that his promise to you is that even though our 
eyes are veiled, and we can’t make sense of everything, he says to those who trust in him, “Nothing can separate you 
from me and my love…nothing can snatch you from me.”  
 
One of the most well-known hymns that we sing on Thanksgiving is Now Thank We All Our God.  It was written by a 
Lutheran pastor named Martin Rinkart.  Martin Rinkart came to Eilenburg, Saxony at the beginning of the Thirty Years' 
War. The Thirty Years’ war devastated parts of Europe, especially in Germany.  The walled city of Eilenburg became the 
refuge for political and military fugitives, but the result was overcrowding, and deadly pestilence and famine. Armies 
overran it three times. The Rinkart home was a refuge for the victims, even though he was often hard-pressed to 
provide for his own family. During the height of a severe plague in 1637, Rinkart was the only surviving pastor in 
Eilenburg, conducting as many as 50 funerals in a day. He performed more than 4000 funerals in that year, including 
that of his wife. Yet, during that time, he wrote the hymn we sing so often at Thanksgiving - Now Thank We All Our 
God.  In the midst war, in the midst of a plague, in the midst of so much earthly sadness.  
 
As I think about my life in this world today, I can’t even begin to compare to someone like Job or someone like Martin 
RInkart.  What allowed people like them to say things like “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away...may the name 
of the Lord be praised.”  Or to write “Now thank we all our God.”  It was because they knew their Redeemer and the 
wondrous things he accomplished for them.  Jesus gave them a peace beyond all understanding, and Jesus one day 
would make everything right again.  
 
You don’t need a perfect life on earth. You don’t even need a “good” life. You need to be in heaven.  And the Lord has 
given that to you as his free gift won by Jesus, received through faith...a faith he sometimes takes through the fire to 
strengthen and bring you closer to him. And because of that – whether your life is going great or your life is miserable, 
you can still say this: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.26 And after 
my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, and not 
another. How my heart yearns within me!  And that’s what makes today, tomorrow, and every day, a day to be 
thankful.  


