
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Encouragement for 
Future Saints Triumphant (Saints Triumphant, 
Year A) 
 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to 
be uninformed about those who sleep in 
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to 
the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are 
still alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will certainly not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord 
forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, if you 
haven’t been there before, someday you will be. 
You stand and greet your family and friends next to 
a casket or an urn. Or you sit in a cemetery during 
a graveside committal service.  A Christian loved 
one-someone you love, has died.  How should we 
feel in those moments?  What should we be 
thinking about?  On what do we focus when 
someone dies? 
 

Well, no doubt about it-when we lose a 
Christian loved one, we grieve.  We feel profound 
sadness.  Because we’re witnessing something 
which our Lord never intended to happen, right? 
When God created Adam and Eve, he intended 
that they would live forever in the perfect paradise 
he had created for them.  But sin ruined all that. 
When Adam and Eve brought sin into the world, 
they also ushered in the consequences of sin.  And 
the greatest of sin’s consequences is death.  So 
death is something that God never desired to be a 

part of our existence in this world.  That’s why 
Jesus wept at the tomb of his friend Lazarus. 
Because he was witnessing something that he 
never intended for his creation.  So when we come 
face to face with the death of someone we love, it is 
absolutely ok to weep.  In fact, it’s God-like to 
grieve death. 
 

But here’s the thing: and it’s really the main 
takeaway that the Apostle Paul wants us to know 
from this Word of God before us from 1 
Thessalonians 4.  Christians grieve when a fellow 
Christian dies.  But we do not grieve “as the others 
(grieve) who have no hope.”  When we grieve the 
death of a Christian loved one, we do not act like 
it’s ultimate defeat.  And we will not despair. 
Because our Lord has given us hope.  Listen again 
to what Paul wrote: “Indeed, if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, then in the same 
way we also believe that God will bring with him 
those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.”  

We have a Lord who is more powerful than 
death.  We have a Lord who, after he had wept at 
the graveside of his friend Lazarus, called that dead 
man out of that grave and gave him life again. 
Jesus gives life to the dead.  In fact, He took his 
own life back from the dead.  And that is the 
ultimate truth right there.  That is the ultimate 
comfort.  After Jesus laid down his life on the cross 
to pay the punishment that our sins deserved, he 
rose from the dead.  Easter joy!  That’s proof that 
Jesus really is the true God.  That’s proof that God 
the Father really did accept the payment which 
Jesus made for our sins.  And that’s proof that we 
don’t have to grieve the same way as others who 
have no hope.  Because we’ve got hope.  Certain 
hope.  Certain hope that when a Christian dies, 
they are going to wake up again, so to speak. 
Because, by the Lord’s promise, they are only 
asleep. 

That’s the phrase that the Apostle Paul uses 
a couple of times to describe Christians who had 
already died.  They are those who have fallen 
asleep.  That is such a significant way of speaking. 
Because this is our hope in the face of death. 
When Christians die, their bodies are sleeping. 
Let’s understand exactly what that means.  



When a Christian dies, the soul of that 
Christian goes immediately to be with the Lord in 
heaven.  Remember what Jesus promised the 
criminal who died next to him on the cross.  After 
that thief had confessed his sin and professed his 
faith in Jesus as his Sin-remover, Jesus told him, 
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”  The 
soul of the Christian who dies is immediately with 
the Lord in heaven.  That Christian who died 
becomes a saint triumphant.  A saint of God, 
someone made holy by the blood of the Lamb- a 
saint.  But no longer a saint struggling and toiling in 
this world of sin.  A saint in heaven, a saint 
triumphant. 

  So the soul of the believer is with the Lord 
as soon as that Christian dies.  But the body, of 
course, remains on this earth, and is buried, or 
cremated.  And it is asleep, as the Apostle Paul 
puts it.  And when he says that, he’s not saying that 
that body is sleeping like our bodies sleep right now 
during our lives.  But his big point is this: When you 
lay down to sleep at night, you do so in peace with 
every expectation that you are going to open your 
eyes in the morning and wake up.  

That’s how we should look at the death of a 
Christian.  That’s what we should think when we 
bury a Christian loved one.  Our bodies are going to 
wake up from death, just as surely as we woke up 
this morning.  Our bodies are going to rise from the 
dead.  Our bodies will live.  That’s the power of the 
risen Christ over  death.  He’s going to give us final 
victory over death.  That final victory is going to be 
realized on Judgment Day.  

And that is the thing about which the 
Apostle Paul was writing to the Christians in 
Thessalonica.  They were young Christians at the 
time of Paul’s writing this letter.  They knew the 
gospel.  They knew Jesus had saved them.  They 
knew eternal life was theirs, and they were looking 
forward to Judgment Day for all the reasons we 
explored as we worshiped last week.  They were 
looking forward to Christ’s glorious appearing on 
that day.  But they hadn’t been fully instructed yet in 
all the truths of the Christian faith.  And it’s 
apparent they hadn’t yet been instructed and so 
they were troubled about what happened to 
Christians who had already died before Judgement 

Day.  Were those Christians who died before 
Judgment Day going to miss out on eternal 
blessings?  Were they going to be worse off than 
Christians who will still be alive when Jesus comes 
back in all his glory on Judgment Day?  Were those 
Christians who had already died going to be in 
heaven? 

Those are the specific questions which the 
Apostle Paul is addressing in this lesson.  So Paul 
spells out exactly what is going to happen to 
believers, both those believers who are still on this 
earth when Judgment Day comes and those 
believers who had already died, whose souls were 
already with the Lord in heaven. 

Listen again to what Paul writes: “15 According to 
the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are 
still alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 After that, we who are still alive and are left 
will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 
will be with the Lord forever.” 

I want you to assume for a moment that you are still 
going to be alive on this earth when Judgment Day 
comes-which is the assumption under which we 
should be living.  Because Jesus could come again 
at any time.  What will we witness on that Last 
Day? Well,  Jesus is going to come back to this 
earth. He’s going to be surrounded by all the angels 
of heaven.  There’s going to be a loud trumpet 
blast.  No one’s going to miss this.  And Jesus is 
going to raise the dead.  Jesus is going to put the 
soul and body of those folks who already died back 
together, so to speak.  And then all of us Christians 
who were still living on Judgment Day, and all of 
God’s saints whose bodies were raised from the 
dead and rejoined with their souls, we’re going to 
be glorified.  Jesus is going to give us a glorified 
body, like his body after he rose from the dead. 
Bodies no longer riddled by pain and sickness and 
COVID.  Bodies which will no longer be subject to 
death.  Perfect, glorious bodies.  And then, as Paul 
says, we’re going to “meet the Lord in the air.” 



Jesus is going to take all of his people-all his saints, 
to be with him in heaven.  “And so we will be with 
the Lord always.” 

That’s ultimately what we are looking 
forward to.  That’s going to be the best part about 
heaven.  No doubt, it’s going to be awesome 
having a perfect, glorious bodies in heaven.  No 
doubt, it’s going to be awesome to see all the 
people we knew and loved in heaven-all those 
people we might miss now we’ll see again.  All 
those relationships will be amazing-better than they 
ever were here on earth.  And we’re going to be 
living in a paradise.  We’re going to be the saints 
triumphant.  All of those things are things in which 
we rejoice about our eternal life.  But none of those 
things are going to be the best part of heaven. The 
best part of heaven is that we are going to be in the 
presence of our God.  We’re going to see him face 
to face.   We’re going to experience a relationship 
with him that is fulfilling and joyous and blessed 
beyond anything we could ever imagine.  

That’s a message we need to share with our fellow 
Christians who are grieving.  That’s a message that 
we need to remember when we are grieving.  It’s 
what we need to remember when we face the 
prospect of our own death.   In the face of death, 
we have hope.  Eternal hope.  In Christ.  My 
brothers and sisters, the Apostle Paul couldn’t have 
said it better: “Encourage each other with these 
words.” Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


