
Acts 8:26-40 The Easter Effect: A Desire for the 
Gospel 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go 
south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started 
out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which 
means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way 
home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book 
of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go 
to that chariot and stay near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the 
man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains 
it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit 
with him. 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was 
reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who 
is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage 
of Scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to 
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water. What can stand in the way of my being 
baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to stop the 
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water and Philip baptized 
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and 
the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his 
way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at 

Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel 
in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

 

 So today happens to be our second of two 
confirmation Sundays here at St. Paul’s this year.  
And we rejoice with and thank God for all of our 
confirmands.  Confirmation is a good thing.  
Confirmation marks an occasion where we 
recognize that our young men and women have 
been instructed in the chief truths of the Christian 
faith.  Through their study of the Scriptures, they 
have seen how much God loves them, how God has 
saved them, how faithful God has been to to them, 
and therefore they want to pledge to remain 
faithful to God and his Word.  That is a good thing, 
no doubt. 

 But can I tell you a beef I have with 
confirmation?  And maybe it’s not so much a beef I 
have with confirmation.  It’s really more like a 
recognition of a temptation that can easily 
accompany our confirmation practice.  And that 
temptation is this (and it’s something that Pastor 
Ehlke spoke about last week, too): that we view 
confirmation like it’s a graduation.  And it’s really 
not just a temptation that we face after we’ve been 
confirmed.  It’s a common temptation that 
Christians of all ages and backgrounds face all the 
time.  It’s the thought that I don’t really need to 
prioritize continued spiritual growth through the 
Word-I don’t need to prioritize attending worship 
regularly and frequently; I don’t need to go to Bible 
studies- because I’ve already studied that stuff.  I 
took confirmation class.  Or, I’ve done a lot of Bible 
studies in the past.  Or I’ve been a lifelong member 
of the church, and that counts for something.  So 
I’m good.  Feeding my faith and spiritual growth 
can go to the backburner.  I want you to take a 
moment today to think about what that general 
line of thinking, that particular temptation sounds 
like in your life-because, if we are honest with 
ourselves, it’s there.  It’s there for every single one 
of us.  And that’s why it’s beneficial for us to 
consider what God is communicating to us in 
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sharing this story with us about Philip and an 
Ethiopian man. 

 This account from Acts 8 takes place during 
what we can refer to as the age of the New 
Testament Church.  It takes place maybe months, 
maybe some years after Jesus had risen from the 
dead.  The New Testament Christian Church is in its 
infancy.  And right off the bat in this lesson we hear 
about a man named Philip.  Now, the Philip in this 
story isn’t the Apostle Philip.  He wasn’t one of the 
twelve.  Rather, this Philip was one of seven 
Christian men who had been appointed by the 
twelve apostles to help care for the physical needs 
of widows in the Christian church in Jerusalem.  But 
in addition to Philip’s humanitarian aid work, Philip 
also ended up being an evangelist, a sharer of the 
good news about Jesus Christ.  See, when a 
persecution broke out against the Christians in 
Jerusalem, the Christians in Jerusalem were 
scattered.  But, by God’s grace and power, they 
carried their faith with them.  So Philip ended up in 
the region north of Jerusalem in Samaria, and 
many people came to faith in Jesus because Philip 
was sharing his faith.  God made him into a 
missionary. 

 So Philip’s evangelism ministry was 
experiencing success.  A new mission field was 
opening up in Samaria.  The Apostles’ Peter and 
John eventually ended up joining Philip in Samaria, 
and the church there continued to grow.  That’s 
where our story picks up here today.  Our lesson 
says, “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go 
south to the road-the desert road-that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.’”  So knowing the 
background that you now know, this might seem 
kind of strange.  Why would God call Philip away 
from a ripe mission field where the gospel was 
winning souls?  It was because God had more work 
for Philip to do elsewhere.  God had one particular 
soul in mind which he wanted Philip to encounter. 

 It goes on, “So (Philip) started out, and on 
his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important 
official in charge of all the treasury of Kandake 
(which means ‘queen of the Ethiopians’).  This 

man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his 
way home was sitting in his chariot reading the 
book of Isaiah the prophet.”  So what do we know 
and what can we gather about this Ethiopian man?  
Well, he’s an Ethiopian, for one.  He’s from 
northern Africa.  And he’s a guy who’s got some 
clout, some standing in his home country.  He’s a 
royal official, the treasurer to the queen of 
Ethiopia.  Furthermore, it should be noted that this 
Ethiopian man is a Gentile, like so many of us.  He’s 
not a Jew.  And you’ll recall that the Jews were 
God’s special people in Old Testament times.  Up to 
this point in human history, there were not many 
Gentile people who knew that salvation was found 
in Christ. 

 But then there’s also this very interesting 
and very significant detail.  We’re told that this 
Ethiopian official had just been in Jerusalem to 
worship.  So what does that mean?  Well, it means 
that he was a Gentile convert to Judaism.  So he 
would have known the Old Testament; in fact, we 
hear he’s reading from the Old Testament.  He 
would have followed many of the Old Testament 
laws and customs.  He worshiped in the Old 
Testament way, so to speak.  But, in spite of the 
fact that he had been exposed to the writings of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, it becomes apparent 
that he had holes in his knowledge and 
understanding of them; he needed to know more.  
And he desired to know more. 

And God wanted him to know more.  He 
wanted this Ethiopian man to know the rest of the 
story.  He wanted him to know about grace, and 
that’s why the Lord sent Philip down the desert 
road on the way to Gaza.  So the story goes on this 
Ethiopian man “was sitting in his chariot reading 
the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit 
told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near 
it.”30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard 
the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.” 

If you’ve ever had on your heart to talk to a 
friend or neighbor or family member about your 
faith, this is what’s on your mind: how do I find a 



transition to turn the conversation to spiritual 
things?  Don’t you wish those transitions were as 
tailor made as Philip’s was?  I mean, Philip sees 
that this guys is already reading the Bible.  He’s 
reading one of the most important sections of 
Scripture in the Old Testament.  And all Philip has 
to do to get that faith conversation going is say, 
“So, do you understand what you are reading?” 

 And how does the Ethiopian respond to 
Philip’s question?  Well, notice that he doesn’t 
answer with arrogance masking insecurity: “What, 
you think I don’t know how to understand this 
stuff?”  Nor does the Ethiopian man respond with 
spiritual apathy: “Oh, that’s ok, Philip.  I’ve already 
been confirmed in Old Testament Judaism.  I’m 
good.  No further spiritual growth or Bible study 
needed here.”  No.  Rather, this Ethiopian man 
replied to Philip, “How can I (understand this) 
unless someone explains it to me? 

 Yes!  That’s the attitude that each and every 
one of us should desire to have when it comes to 
the Scriptures.  To desire to know and understand 
and apply the Scriptures in our lives more and 
more.  Because this is where God himself speaks to 
us.  God himself!  This is where God draws us closer 
to himself.  It’s where God shows us how much he 
loves us. 

 And it just so happened that Philip got to 
talk with that Ethiopian about a section of Scripture 
that highlights exactly how much God loves us.  
Philip climbed up into the chariot of this Ethiopians 
official, and he’s reading Isaiah 53, where it says 
‘“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as 
a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice.  Who can speak of his 
descendants?  For his life was taken from the 
earth.”  And after reading it, the Ethiopian asked 
this question, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet 
talking about, himself or someone else?’  Then 
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture 
and told him the good news about Jesus.” 

 This Ethiopian was a convert to Old 
Testament Judaism.  So he, no doubt, knew about 
the sacrifices which God required in the Old 
Testament.  Perhaps this Ethiopian had offered a 
sacrifice while he had spent time worshiping in 
Jerusalem.  But this Ethiopian obviously didn’t 
know the real significance behind those Old 
Testament animal sacrifices.  So Philip explained it 
to him. 

 All those Old Testament sacrifices were a 
picture of Jesus Christ and what he would do for us.  
Jesus was the one who, when he was put on trial 
and his enemies accused him falsely of 
wrongdoing-Jesus was the one who was like a lamb 
before its shearer and was silent.  Jesus did not 
open his mouth and protest the false accusations 
against him.  Because it was Jesus’ will to face that 
humiliation and to be led to a hill outside 
Jerusalem called Golgotha..  He was led there to be 
nailed to a cross, led like a sheep to the slaughter.  
He went there to be our Lamb of God.  To offer 
himself as a sacrifice for sins that he didn’t commit, 
but which we did.  That’s what Isaiah was writing 
about when he said, “In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice.  His life was taken from the 
earth,” In dying on the cross, Jesus suffered an 
unjust punishment to take the eternal punishment 
of hell which our sins deserved.  For all the times 
when we’ve been apathetic in our relationship with 
God.  For all the times we haven’t valued growing 
in the Word.  Jesus died for those very sins.  So that 
we would be children of God.   

That’s what the Ethiopian came to know 
when he sat down with his new friend Philip and 
they opened the Scriptures together.  And it 
created in that Ethiopian a desire to know more 
and to grow more.  That’s apparent from the fact 
that this Ethiopian, as soon as he and Philip came 
upon some water, desired to be baptized.  How did 
that end up happening?  Well, without a doubt, 
when Philip explained how Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the words of Isaiah 53, the Ethiopian 
was not content to end the conversation there.  He 
wanted to know more about the God-man who 



gave his life so that he could have eternal life.  He 
wanted to grow in his new Christian faith.  So in the 
course of that conversation Philip explained to the 
Ethiopian the blessings of Christian baptism, how in 
baptism the Holy Spirit creates, or strengthens 
faith, as was the case with this new Christian, how 
in baptism we are intimately united with the one 
who died for our sins.  And the Ethiopian could not 
wait to receive those blessings.  He wanted to 
grow.  And after Philip baptized this man and came 
up out of the water, the Lord miraculously took 
Philip away.  He disappeared.  The Lord took Philip 
to Azotus, to preach the gospel in another place 
where Christ and his gospel needed to be heard.  
And the Ethiopian, on fire for his faith, no doubt, 
went back home and shared his faith in Jesus there. 

Guys, something special happened on that 
road from Jerusalem to Gaza.  And I admit, it may 
not end up having the grand finale like it did that 
day.  I don’t think we’re going to have any 
preachers here at St. Paul’s disappearing from sight 
immediately after baptisms to go preach the 
sermon someplace new.  But the very same special 
thing which happened on that road to Gaza 
happens here every Sunday morning in this room, 
or on Monday morning in our classrooms, or on 
Monday afternoons in our fellowship hall, or on 
Saturday mornings at Kwik Trip, or whenever we 
open our Bibles or pull up that devotion on our 
phones.  It happens whenever we gather around 
the Word.  The Vine strengthens his connection to 
his branches.  The Spirit gives life.  Confidence and 
peace and hope grow.  So continue to grow.  May 
the risen Lord send his Spirit upon us to instill in us 
a desire to hear his Word more and more.  Amen. 

 


