
Acts 1:1-11 Christ’s Ascension Provides Comfort and Confidence 

 When I was a little kid, I remember first hearing the story of Jesus’ ascension.  And I remember thinking to 
myself, “This seems strange.  Something doesn’t seem to add up about this story.”  Because this story takes place forty 
days after Jesus had risen from the dead.  He had died a terrible death which devastated the disciples.  But then he rose 
victorious over death.  And the disciples were so joyful to have their Savior back alive and with them.  They rejoiced 
when he appeared to them and talked with them and taught them about the truths of their salvation.  Everything was 
right!  But then on the fortieth day after his resurrection, Jesus is with his disciples and, a moment later, he’s not.  He’s 
going up.  He’s disappearing in the clouds.  The disciples don’t see him anymore.  And then two angels show up and say 
that Jesus won’t be seen on this earth again until he returns on the Last Day. And this is the part that didn’t make sense 
to me as a kid.  Luke tells us in his Gospel that, after Jesus was gone from their sight, “(The disciples) worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  And they stayed continually at the temple praising God.” (Luke 24:52-53)  As a 
kid I figured that Jesus leaving this earth like he did would have made the disciples sad or worried or fearful.  But that’s 
at all their reaction.  Christ ascension filled them with joy.  Why was that?  Well, what I didn’t understand in my youth 
was something which the disciples had actually begun to grasp on that day that they watched Jesus go back up to 
heaven.  They realized that Christ’s ascension was great news; it was an event which could bring them certainty and 
comfort in their relationship with God.  And Christ’s ascension would bring them confidence and courage as they 
considered their future work.  Today let’s take some time to consider why that is true. 

 In the first place, Christ ascension assures us that Christ’s work of salvation for us is complete.  I want you to 
think about this for a moment this morning.  At what particular time could humanity be absolutely certain that the 
forgiveness of sins had been won and eternal life was a certainty in our future?  Really there’s a number of correct ways 
that you could answer that question.  All of humanity could be certain of their salvation from the time that the Lord 
made the first promise about a Savior right after Adam and Eve fell into sin.  We could be absolutely confident that 
salvation was ours at the moment that God promised to send his Son into our world because God always keeps his 
promises.  Or maybe you’d pinpoint the certainty of our salvation to the time when Jesus was conceived and born into 
this world.  When the Son of God took on our human flesh and dwelled among us in order to be our righteous 
substitute, we could know that we’d be saved.  Or maybe as proof positive we’re saved you’d point to the day that Jesus 
died on the cross, when God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Christ we would be the righteousness of 
God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)  Or maybe you’d reference the resurrection of Christ from the dead.  After all, Jesus was given 
over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. (Romans 4:25)  God the Father raised Jesus from the 
dead to assure us that he had accepted the sin payment which his Son had made on our behalf.  All of those events 
qualify as particular moments in human history that provide rock solid proof that our sins are forgiven, we are saved and 
right with God.   

 But-no doubt about it-Christ’s ascension should be added to that list.  When you think of how emphatically and 
passionately the Lord made promises about the coming Savior in the Old Testament times, when you consider what 
Jesus was willing to do in order to win our salvation-leaving his heavenly home to suffer hell and die for us-when you 
consider all that, would Jesus really have left this world if he left undone anything necessary for our eternal salvation?  
No way.  The hymn writer of our opening hymn said it well: “On Christ’s ascension I now build the hope of my 
ascension.” Christ’s ascension provides the comfort of knowing that we are God’s forgiven children and our eternal 
home in in heaven.   

 And as if that isn’t enough, Christ’s ascension provide even more assurance and comfort for us.  Because Christ’s 
ascension assures us that God is in control of our lives and of all the things that happen in this universe.  You know, even 
though the disciples were overjoyed that Jesus had risen from the dead and even though they had begun to grasp that 
his death and resurrection assured them of their status as God’s children, the disciples still had holes in their 
understanding about Christ and his work.  Luke tells us this detail about what was on the minds of the apostles in those 
days in between Christ’s resurrection and his ascension.  It says, “They gathered around him  and asked him, ‘Lord, are 
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  The disciples didn’t get it.  Even after his death and 
resurrection, the disciples were still thinking that Jesus was an earthly king and that he was going to establish an earthly 



kingdom.  They thought he was going to restore the nation of Israel to the glory days it had experienced when David and 
Solomon were their kings.  But Jesus isn’t that type of king.  He’s not an earthly king.  He a spiritual king-our eternal king.  
He doesn’t rule a nation.  He rules in our hearts by the faith his Holy Spirit had implanted there.  That’s why Jesus says 
that the kingdom of God is within you.  In fact, Christ’s rule extends to even great extents.  I want to read for you 
something which the Apostle Paul wrote about the meaning and significance of Christ’s ascension into heaven.  This is 
from Ephesians chapter 1.  It says, “That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed 
all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills everything in every way.” (Ephesians 1:19-23)  This is why Christ’s ascension provides such comfort and 
confidence for us.  Jesus ascended to sit at the right hand of God the Father in heaven.  That’s not talking about a 
physical position Jesus occupies.  The right hand of God is a reference to the power and rule which Christ has as our 
resurrected and ascended Lord.  So Jesus ascended into heaven to give us the assurance that he is ruling over all things 
for the good of the people of his church. 

 Now, how that all works out remains a mystery to our eyes sometimes-maybe most of the time, right?  When 
you look around this world and hear about all the bad news that’s going on and all the tragedies which people are 
facing-when you look at your own life and consider the difficult circumstances and trials which you sometimes face-we 
can sometimes wonder where God is.  But Christ’s ascension provides and answer.  Jesus knows exactly what’s going on 
in our world.  And in ways unseen and unbeknownst to us, he’s fulfilling his promise to put all things under this feet.  
He’s fulfilling his promise to be working for the good of the people of his church in all things.  And he’s ruling all things so 
that more and more people will be brought into his church.   

 It’s kind of interesting to note how Luke started to tell this story about Christ’s ascension.  He says, “In my 
former book, Theophilus (that’s the man to whom Luke was writing this book of Acts),…In my former book I wrote 
about all that Jesus began to do and teach.”  Now Luke is talking about the things he wrote in his Gospel.  He says that 
Holy Spirit-inspired record was only the beginning of the things Jesus was going to do and teach.  How could Luke imply 
that Jesus was going to continue to do his saving work and continue to teach when he was about to ascend into heaven?  
The answer?  Well, Jesus provided it in what he said to his twelve apostles and to us.  He told them, “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  We are now Christ’s witnesses.  We’re the ones who carry on his work of saving 
souls.  That’s the job, the Great Commission, which he’s given to us all.  That’s a huge task.  Where are we going to get 
the ability and the courage to do that work? 

 This is one of the great blessings of the ascension.  Jesus promised us that he was ascending because an amazing 
gift was going to be poured out on us after his ascension.  And that gift was the Holy Spirit.  Now, that apostles received 
a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit ten days after Christ’s ascension on the day of Pentecost.  And we’ll remember 
day when we worship together next week.  But Christ’s promise to pour out his Holy Spirit is a promise for us, as well.  
Because every time we open the Scriptures, every time we listen to a devotion or come to worship and listen to what 
God has promised in his Word, Christ is pouring out his Holy Spirit upon us.  And the Holy Spirit works through our Lord’s 
Word to strengthen our faith and make us more and more confident of our salvation.  And the Holy Spirit’s working in 
the Word makes us more confident and bolder to share the good news about Christ’s love with a world that desperately 
needs to hear it. 

 That’s a great assurance.  Every time you have the opportunity to talk to someone about your faith, every time 
you get to share what Jesus did to save them, the Holy Spirit’s power is going to accompany your words.  Because Christ 
ascended to give you the Holy Spirit’s power.  And may Christ continue to pour his Spirit out on us so that we might 
witness our faith so that many others will build the hope of their own ascension to heaven on him alone. Amen. 


