
May 23, 2011            Can These Bones Live?  Ezekiel 37:1-14       Pastor Ehlke 

If Christ return before you die, have you ever thought about where you’d want to be when that happens (no?  Am I just kind of 

weird like that?)  Of course, it doesn’t matter.  But If I could choose a specific location where I would be when Christ returns on 

Judgment Day and raises all the dead, I think I would choose St. Catherine’s Monastery at Mt. Sinai. Here’s why: When the 

monastery was built, and eventually monks would die, they realized that the ground was not really suitable for long-term burials, 

and so they would bury the bodies, and then after some time, they exhume the bodies, and then they would take the bones and 

skulls of these monks and place them in a room called a charnel house.  At this monastery, you’ve got all these bones and skulls in 

one place (no, I’m not going to show you any pictures).   It would be amazing to be there on Judgment Day and to see all of those 

bones come back to life.    

 

I doubt any of you expected we’d be talking about charnel houses today.  That’s exactly what the OT prophet Ezekiel sees in our 

lesson today. The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of 

a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 

bones that were very dry (Ezekiel 37:1-2) A very striking scene.  Imagine being Ezekiel - what in the world is going on here?  Why 

would God bring me to this valley?  And then the Lord asks Ezekiel this question, and it’s a question I want us to think about today: 

Can these bones live?  Can these bones live?   

 

The first question we ask is - “What’s the deal with these bones?”  What’s the point of this? The Lord has a clear message.  He tells 
Ezekiel what these bones represent at the end of the lesson: Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is gone; we are cut off” (Ezekiel 37:11).  The Israelites at this time had lost hope.  And it 
was their fault.  The prophet Ezekiel lived around 600 BC, and by that time the Assyrians had destroyed the northern kingdom of 
Israel.  Also by the time of our lesson, the southern kingdom of Judah was in shambles.  King Nebuchadnezzar from Babylon had 
come in and taken many of the Israelites captive.  He had come in, besieged the city of Jerusalem, and completely destroyed the 
city and the temple.  Things are a mess. They needed a miracle!  
 
But what was even worse than the physical condition of these Israelites was their spiritual condition.  Time and time again, they 
had rejected the Lord.  Time and time again, they fell into idol worship.  Time and time again, they disobeyed God and wanted 
nothing to do with him. Physical Jerusalem was lying in shambles, but what was worse, their hearts were lying in shambles 
because they had turned away from the Lord. “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is gone; we are cut off.” So God asks 
Ezekiel - “Can these bones live?”  Can these Israelites come back alive spiritually?  From all outward appearances, you’d have to 
say, “No!”  They’re bones.  They’re dead.  There’s no hope. 
 
Who in your life is lying in spiritual shambles?  Who in your life has cut themselves off from the Lord?   Who in your life doesn’t 

Christ or his grace or mercy?  Maybe you think of your neighbor whom you invited numerous times to church, but it’s clear he has 

no interest.  Maybe it’s your son or daughter whom you’ve pleaded and beg to grow in their faith in the Savior, and it’s clear 

they’re too smart for Jesus.  What about the drug addict you saw begging for money?  What about that murderer you saw on the 

news?  Can these bones live?   

 

It’d be easy to say no way.  Think to our lesson: This is a valley full of dry, lifeless bones.  It would take a miracle.   

That’s when I need to remember something about myself -- that I was a dead set of bones too, just like the ones Ezekiel saw, like 
the ones we encounter in our lives.  Ephesians 2:1 says, “But as for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.” By 
nature, I was dead in sin.  Spiritually lost. Spiritually separated from the Lord.  No reason for God to love me. No reason for God to 
forgive me.  And we’re reminded of that truth every day -- reminded of what we once were because that sin still tries to cling to 
us. 
 

And so Ezekiel says “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  Sovereign Lord, you alone know.  Then the Lord tells Ezekiel to start 

prophesying - to start speaking the word of the Lord to these lifeless, dried up bones.  here was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was 

no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied  as 

he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

 



The Israelites needed a miracle.  These lifeless bones needed a miracle.  And God provided one.  This account isn’t about physical 
resurrection.  It’s about a spiritual resurrection.  In the midst of their captivity, God here promises that he was going to provide 
them a miracle.  That he would take their dead, unbelieving hearts, and put his Holy Spirit in them.  That not only would God allow 
them to return to Israel at this point of their history, that he would give them life and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  It looked entirely 
hopeless, but God is in the business of making miracles happen.   
 

This is a vital point here -- look at Ezekiel 37 with me for a second, and I want to notice how the Lord is the one doing all the work 
here.  It’s not 50-50.  The Lord doesn’t tell Ezekiel - first of all these bones need to make decision to follow me and choose me, and 
then I’ll give them life.  They’re bones!  They’re dead.  It would be the work of the Holy Spirit who would give them life and 
salvation through the message Ezekiel proclaimed.  Ezekiel would proclaim the word of the Lord, and the Holy Spirit through that 
would give them life.   
 
The amazing thing? The Holy Spirit continues to breathe life into the hearts of dry bones. That’s what we’re celebrating today - 
Pentecost. Remember Peter’s Pentecost sermon and what he says - He quotes the OT prophet Joel, In the last days, God says, I 
will pour out my Spirit on all people, and everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Acts 2). How does he do 
that?  The same way as we see in our lesson.  He does it through his grace that comes to us through the gospel in Word and 
Sacrament.  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved (Eph. 2:4-5). 
 
Notice again here.  It’s the Lord doing the work of bringing us to faith.  He doesn’t say it’s 50-50.  He doesn’t say you gotta to make 
a decision to accept Christ into your heart first, and then I’ll save you and rescue you.  You were dead.  I was dead. We were a 
heap of dry bones.  No hope for a future. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ.  
He saved us and rescued us through the message that he proclaims today, the gospel in Word and Sacrament. 
 
Where does the Holy Spirit point us?  It’s not to ourselves.  Read through Peter’s Pentecost sermon, the day we especially 
celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit, and who does Peter talk about more than anyone else?  He points us to Jesus and what he 
has done for us.  At the end of the sermon, Peter then takes them to the waters of baptism because in water and the Word, the 
Holy Spirit is at work.  
 
It may not have had the same flare as these dry bones coming together, but something just as amazing has happened in your 
heart.  In the waters of baptism, the Holy Spirit breathed new life into you, snatching you from the hands of Satan, and making 
you alive with Christ. That same Holy Spirit continues to breathe spiritual life into your heart whenever you hear his Word - 
whether it’s at church, at a Bible study, at home.  The Holy Spirit continues to keep you alive and your faith fed through the body 
and blood of Christ that you receive in the Lord’s Supper.  The Holy Spirit is kind of like a back-stage worker.  The focus isn’t on 
him, even though he is 100% true God. He’s equal to God the Son and God the Father. But still, he shines a huge spotlight 
Christ.  For every failure we’ve had in life, Christ succeeded for us.  For every mistake we’ve made, Christ has been perfect for 
us.  For every sin we’ve committed, Christ has shed his blood to take it away.  The Holy Spirit gives us live by pointing us to Jesus. 
 
It would’ve been amazing to see what Ezekiel saw in Ezekiel 37.  It would be amazing to be at St. Catherine’s on Judgment Day 
when Christ returns.  But you know what, dry bones still come to live today.  Notice in this lesson, what do all these dry bones 
form?  They form an army.  An army whose mission is not earthly victory or political gain.  But an army that goes boldly into the 
world and takes with it the gospel of Christ.  And miracles happen when do that together.  It happened on Thursday night this 
week when a little girl was brought to the waters of baptism.  It’s happening on Monday nights as Pastor Krause has the privilege 
of sharing Christ with our next Starting Group class, some of whom have never really heard about Jesus and his grace.  You know 
what, miracles continue to happen in our own hearts as the Holy Spirit is at work through his Word and Sacrament.  Miracles 
happen when husbands and wives forgive each other because they know that in Christ they have been forgiven.  Miracles happen 
when our young adults go off to college and in the face of temptation and persecution, they fight and live their faith.  Miracles 
happen when we stand at a cemetery and walk away with a real hope and confidence as we say good-bye to a brother or sister in 
Christ who has fallen asleep but has woken up in the glories of heaven.  
 
My friends, marvel at the miracle of the Holy Spirit bringing God’s grace in Christ to you and making you alive in him.  Marvel at 
that miracle in the hearts of others.  Continue to invite, to tell, and to share with those around the amazing grace of our Savior 
Jesus. Because the Lord makes dead bones live.   Amen.   


