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1 Peter 3:15-22 The Empty Tomb Gives Us Confidence to Witness 

 My brothers and sisters in Christ, I’m sure you’ve observed this before, certainly in other 

people but perhaps also in yourselves.  There are various topics of conversation in which we 

love to engage.  Sometimes so much that, when we get started on that particular topic, we 

have a hard time getting off that subject.  We love to go on and on about that particular 

subject.  Here’s an example: My high school senior Latin class was taught by one of my teachers 

whose son also happened to be a student in my class.  My teacher’s son knew that if he could 

get his dad started talking about the Vietnam War, there was very little Latin that was going to 

be translated in the class that day.  So at the beginning of class, the son tried often to get his 

dad engaged in a discussion about the Vietnam War.  And many times my teacher wasn’t willing 

to take the bait.  But sometimes, when his son would ask just the right leading question, my 

teacher just couldn’t help himself.  We’d spend the majority of the 45 minute class listening to 

my teacher talk about the Vietnam War.  He was passionate about that topic.  Do you have a 

topic like that in your life?  Maybe it relates to the ins and outs of your profession.  Maybe it’s a 

hobby-gardening, fishing, or deer hunting.  Maybe it’s politics or sports-a topic about which we 

are passionate and which we love to discuss with others. 

 In the Scripture lesson before us today, the Apostle Peter reminds us of a discussion 

point that all of us should desire to have as one of those “I just can’t stop talking about it, I 

really want to share this with you” topics.  Listen to the first verse again of our lesson from 1 

Peter 3.  Peter writes, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  One of the 

goals of our lives as Christians is to grow in our desire and in our ability to share our faith with 

others.  It’s great if we’re passionate to talk about our hobbies or our jobs or our families or 

whatever it is.  But we should especially desire to make witnessing our faith one of those “I just 

really want to share this with you” topics in our conversations.  Because we know what’s on the 

line here.  Because people need to know their Lord. 

And the manner in which Peter urges us to share our faith and give the reason for the 

hope that we have reminds us of what our main objective is in sharing our faith.  Listen.  Peter 

wrote, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 

conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 

ashamed of their slander.”  Our goal is to share our faith with “gentleness and respect,” 

“keeping a clear conscience.”  Do you ever click on an online news article-perhaps written 

about a highly politically charged topic, and, after reading the article, you continue scrolling 

down and reading the comments left there.  It can be pretty ugly, can’t it?  Lots of name calling 

and finger pointing.  Lots of people looking to tout the correctness of their position and belittle 

those who hold a different viewpoint. 

Peter reminds us that that’s just the opposite of what we want our Christian witness to 

look like.  So our objective, when we get the opportunity to talk about our faith with others, is 
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not to bury the opponents and the doubters and put them in their place.  Nor is our objective 

to prove that our viewpoint is right and that they are in the wrong-even though we will need to 

gently expose false worldviews and belief systems as we speak God’s truth.  But our goal is not 

to put people in their place by demonstrating the correctness of our beliefs.  Our goal is to 

gently and winsomely speak the truth of God’s Word in love so that souls might be won for 

Christ.  We want to share the absolute truth of God’s love and his plan of salvation, so that 

people might have the exact same certain hope that we have in our gracious Savior God. 

Do you ever think about how different you are blessed to be as a Christian?  So many 

people go about living their lives without knowing the answers to life’s big questions.  How did I 

get here?  What’s my purpose here?  What’s my relationship with God all about?  How do I 

know about how I relate to him?  How do I know that God is on my side?  So much uncertainty.  

So much skepticism.  We have answers to those big questions.  We can offer certainty to a 

world of hopelessness, one person at a time.  Because God has poured out his love to us by 

giving us the answers to those big questions in his Word.  We have something amazingly rock 

solid upon which to stand and which we are called upon to share.  And when you frame it up 

like that, it seems like we should all get to the point that we share our faith in the same way 

that my high school Latin teacher spoke about the Vietnam War.  We just can’t help ourselves. 

 So if all that is true?  Why do we sometimes struggle so much with sharing our faith with 

others?  There’s lots of reasons, aren’t there?  None of them is any good.  They’re all rooted in 

that sinful nature inside of us.  Perhaps we’re afraid that sharing our faith with someone in our 

life is going to upset the apple cart, so to speak.  It could cause tension in our relationship if 

they don’t like what we say.  That’s really just a subtle way that we end up valuing human 

relationships over our relationship with our Lord, isn’t it?  Or maybe we struggle with our own 

doubts about our faith?  Or maybe we’re not sure about the best way to share our faith?  We’re 

crippled by the thought of needing to say just the right thing at just the right time and having 

the perfect response all ready to go when questions or objections are raised. 

 Here’s where it’s so important to remember that we shouldn’t view witnessing our faith 

as saying just the right thing at just the right time.  It’s not about outsmarting others or about 

answering objections in a clever way.  Witnessing our faith, simply put, is just introducing a 

person to Jesus and telling that person what you know Jesus has done for you. 

 In fact, Peter gives us an awesome roadmap to follow as a way of sharing the key truths 

of our faith.  And more than that, his outline of the main truths of our Christian faith not only 

equip us to give others a certain hope.  These words serve to silence doubts in our own minds 

and hearts. 

Peter writes, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

to bring you to God.”  There’s the truth that answers where we stand with God and how he 

feels about us.  Jesus Christ came into this world to take our sins upon himself and pays the full 

price for them to turn God’s anger over our sins away from us.  And Christ did it once for all.  
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Our sins have been paid in full.  “It is finished” is the declaration Jesus made after he had paid 

sin’s penalty on the cross.  There’s no “iffy in that.  Just certainty.  The certainty of knowing that 

you and I now stand righteous before God because Jesus had given us his righteousness in 

exchange for our sins.  In Christ, God embraces us and welcomes us into his family. 

And what’s the ultimate proof that that’s true?  It all hinges on the fact that we live in 

the everyday blessings of Easter.  Peter writes, “(Jesus) was put to death in the body but made 

alive in the Spirit.”  Our faith and our hope is certain because we do not have a dead Redeemer 

today.  Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed!  And after Jesus rose from the dead he proclaimed his 

victory over death and over all his enemies. 

And Peter highlights a certain aspect of Christ’s resurrection victory which is perhaps 

sometimes misunderstood.  Listen to what Peter wrote.  He says, “After being made alive, he 

went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits.”  What Peter is writing about is what 

we confess in the Apostles’ Creed when say that Jesus “descended into hell.”  You know, some 

Christians have understood Christ’s descent into hell as a part of his suffering for our sins.  Now, 

while it’s very, very true that Jesus suffered the punishment for our sins when he died on the 

cross- and he paid that price in full, Peter makes clear that that’s not what’s being referred to 

when we talk about Christ’s descent into hell.  Peter’s words tell us that Christ’s descent into 

hell is something that should be more closely associated with his victorious resurrection of 

Easter Sunday morning than with his suffering and death of Good Friday.  Because when Jesus 

descended into hell, as Peter describes it here, he did it not to pay for our sins, but to declare 

his victory over our sins by his resurrection from the dead.  Think of Christ’s descent into hell as 

a victory lap while he’s holding the checkered flag.  He was making it clear that the devil and 

the other evil demons in hell had lost and that they have no power over us.  The big takeaway is 

that Christ has given us proof that we’ve got a certain victory to share with others. And we can 

go on to share with others that Christ’s victory over their sin and their death becomes their own 

personal possession in baptism.  To make that point, Peter draws a really powerful comparison 

between the waters of the great worldwide flood at Noah’s time to the waters of Holy Baptism.  

Listen. “After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits- to 

those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while 

the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and 

this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the 

body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.  It saves you by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities 

and powers in submission to him.” 

 So Peter makes the point that some of the souls in hell as Jesus went on his victory 

parade during his descent into hell were the souls of those unbelievers who perished in the 

flood during the days of Noah.  You know, usually when we think of the waters of that 

worldwide flood, we think about them being destructive waters, waters God used to bring his 

just punishment upon people who refused repent and who rejected God’s grace.  And that’s 
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true.  But Peter asks us to think about the waters of the flood in a different light.  We wants us 

also to view the waters of the flood as saving waters.  Because the waters of the flood were 

what kept Noah’s ark afloat.  Inside that ark Noah and his family-his wife and his three sons and 

their wives-eight people in all-were safe.  The waters of the flood saved them, in a manner of 

speaking. 

 And that’s where Peter makes the point of comparison between the waters of the flood 

and the waters of our baptisms.  He says that “baptism saves you also.”  Just as the waters of 

the flood saved Noah and his family, so also the waters of holy baptism save us.  You know 

many Christians disagree about whether baptism is something God uses to bring his saving 

grace to us or if baptism is something we do to show our commitment to God.  Peter’s words 

make it very clear.  Baptism saves.  Baptism is a way that God brings you the blessings of 

Christ’s forgiveness.  Because our Lord has decided to make baptism a way that we are 

intimately linked to the blessings of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  In our baptisms, our 

sins are washed away and we’re made beneficiaries of Christ’s victory over death.  That means 

eternal life is ours. 

 That’s a certain hope.  It’s yours in Christ.  Embrace that certainty.  And tell others about 

your certain hope.  May the Lord make you bold to always give an answer to everyone who asks 

you for the reason that you have. Amen. 
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At Home Bible Study 
Based on the Sermon on 1 Peter 3:15-22 

 

 

1. Peter writes, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have.”  (1 Peter 3:15)  What motivates us to want to 

keep this command of our God? 

 

 

2. Peter urges us to share our faith “with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 

conscience.”  Why is it so important to share our faith in such a manner? 

 

 

3. Pastor Krause mentioned a number of sinful attitudes we might be tempted to have 

when we get the opportunity to share our faith with someone who is skeptical or 

antagonistic toward the gospel.  Summarize those attitudes and discuss why those 

attitudes can be a real temptation for us. 

 

 

4. 1 Peter 3:18 is an excellent summary of the gospel.  If you can explain what that passage 

is saying, you are prepared to give an answer for the hope that you have.  Practice doing 

so!  Either with your study partner, or by writing an explanation, use this verse to share 

your faith. 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 

God.” 

 

 

5. What was Jesus’ descent into hell all about?  Why is it comforting for us? 
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6. The Formula of Concord of 1580 is one of the key confessional statements of the 

Lutheran Church.  It presents summaries and explanations of the key teachings of the 

Scriptures and our Christian faith.  Around the time of the Formula of Concord, Christ’s 

descent into hell, and this passage from 1 Peter 3, was a point of contention among 

Christian pastors and teachers.  The Formula of Concord presented a simple statement 

to summarize what the Scriptures truly said on the topic.  Here’s that statement: 

IX. The Descent of Christ Into Hell. 

7. STATUS CONTROVERSIAE. 
Chief Controversy concerning This Article. 

8. 1] It has also been disputed among some theologians who 
have subscribed to the Augsburg Confession concerning this 
article: When and in what manner the Lord Christ, according to 
our simple Christian faith, descended to hell: whether this was 
done before or after His death; also, whether it occurred 
according to the soul alone, or according to the divinity alone, 
or with body and soul, spiritually or bodily; also, whether this 
article belongs to the passion or to the glorious victory and 
triumph of Christ. 

9. 2] But since this article, as also the preceding, cannot be 
comprehended by the senses or by our reason, but must be 
grasped by faith alone, it is our unanimous opinion that there 
should be no disputation concerning it, but that it should be 
believed 3] and taught only in the simplest manner; according 
as Dr. Luther, of blessed memory, in his sermon at Torgau in 
the year 1533 has explained this article in an altogether 
Christian manner, separated from it all useless, unnecessary 
questions, and admonished all godly Christians to Christian 
simplicity of faith. 

10. 4] For it is sufficient that we know that Christ descended 
into hell, destroyed hell for all believers, and delivered them 
from the power of death and of the devil, from eternal 
condemnation and the jaws of hell. But how this occurred we 
should [not curiously investigate, but] reserve until the other 
world, where not only this point [mystery], but also still others 
will be revealed, which we here simply believe, and cannot 
comprehend with our blind reason. 

http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#part9.1
http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#part9.2
http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#part9.3
http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#part9.4


7 
 

And since even in the ancient Christian teachers of the Church, as 

well as in some among our teachers, dissimilar explanations of the 

article concerning the descent of Christ to hell are found, we abide 

in like manner by the simplicity of our Christian faith [comprised in 

the Creed], to which Dr. Luther in his sermon, which was delivered 

in the castle at Torgau in the year 1533, concerning the descent of 

Christ to hell, has pointed us, where we confess: I believe in the 

Lord Christ, God's Son, our Lord, dead, buried, and descended into 

hell. For in this [Confession] the burial and descent of Christ to hell 

are distinguished as different articles; 2] and we simply believe that 

the entire person, God and man, after the burial descended into 

hell, conquered the devil, destroyed the power of hell, and took 

from the devil all his might. 3] We should not, however, trouble 

ourselves with high and acute thoughts as to how this occurred; for 

with our reason and our five senses this article can be 

comprehended as little as the preceding one, how Christ is placed at 

the right hand of the almighty power and majesty of God; but we 

are simply to believe it and adhere to the Word [in such mysteries 

of faith]. Thus we retain the substance [sound doctrine] and [true] 

consolation that neither hell nor the devil can take captive or injure 

us and all who believe in Christ. 

 

7. Why does Peter compare the waters of the flood at Noah’s time to the waters of Holy 

Baptism?  What’s the point of comparison? 

 

 

8. Is baptism something which God does for us or is it something we do for God?  Use the words 

of 1 Peter 3 to defend your answer. 

After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits- to 

those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while 

the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and 

this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the 

body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.  It saves you by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities 

and powers in submission to him.” 

http://bookofconcord.org/sd-descent.php#para2
http://bookofconcord.org/sd-descent.php#para3

