
Acts 1:1-11 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 Ascension Day doesn’t grab the headlines that 
some of our other big Christian celebration days do, does 
it?  I mean, maybe I’m looking in the wrong places, but I 
haven’t heard of anyone baking Ascension cookies or going 
shopping for their Ascension Day gift exchange.  I don’t 
know of anyone who has dyed their Ascension eggs or hid 
their Ascension Day baskets.  No, we just don’t celebrate 
the Ascension of Jesus into heaven like we do Christmas or 
Easter-although I personally think the Ascension Day 
cookie thing should catch on.  Hey, there’s nothing wrong 
with looking for an excuse to have cookies around, am I 
right?  You know, Jesus’ ascending into heaven may not 
seem like such great news at first blush.  After all, this is 
the occasion that marks that Jesus is no longer physically, 
visibly present on this earth.  He was no longer with his 
disciples there in the flesh on a day by day basis.  And this 
is a good thing?  Yes!  In fact, the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven forty days after he rose from the dead-after he had 
given many convincing proofs that he was, in fact, 
alive….This is nothing but good news-great news!-for us, 
God’s people.  As we consider this account from Acts 1, 
we’ll see that Christ’s ascension is an event on which we 
can build our hopes and our confidence as Christians.  And 
there’s a number of reasons why that’s true. 

 In the first place, Christ’s ascension can assure us 
that our salvation has been won and that our hope for 
eternal life is certain.  I want you to think about this for a 
moment this morning.  At what particular time could 
humanity be assured that God’s salvation is ours and that 
heaven is our home?  You know, there’s a number of 
different ways you could answer that question.  There are a 
number of answers that are right.  For assurance of 
salvation, you could go all the way back to the Garden of 
Eden, to the time when God made the first promises of a 
Savior to Adam and Eve when they first fell into sin.  Our 
salvation was assured at that moment that God made that 
promise to send his Son to this world.  Because God always 
keeps his promises.  Or maybe you’d think of Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem as the source of your certain hope of being 
saved.  When we see that God became a man, that the 
eternal Word took on flesh to be our righteous substitute- 
that can give you assurance that God is serious about 
saving us from our sins.  Or you might pinpoint Good Friday 
as the day when we gain certainty of our forgiveness.  
When Jesus cries out from his cross, “It is finished,” he’s 
telling us that he had just made the once-for-all payment 
for every sin we’ve ever committed.  Or maybe you’d name 
Easter Sunday morning as the day that gives the greatest 
assurance that our sins are forgiven.  After all, the Apostle 
Paul reminds us that Jesus “was put to death for our sins 

and raised to life for our justification” (Romans 4:25).  On 
Easter Sunday morning, we are assured that we are 
justified, that God the Father had accepted the payment 
which Jesus made on the cross on Good Friday, and that 
therefore God had declared us “not guilty” of sin, that we 
have new life, eternal life in Christ.  You could point to any 
of those events for the certainty of your forgiveness and 
eternal salvation. 

 But you can just as surely add Christ’s ascension to 
that list.  Think about this: God’s promises of a Messiah, 
and Jesus’ birth and his death and his resurrection show us 
how serious our Lord is about saving us, right?  So would 
Jesus really have left this earth and ascended back to 
heaven if any aspect of our salvation had been left 
undone?  No way.  One of the great hymns written for this 
occasion says it in a pretty catchy way: “On Christ’s 
ascension I now build the hope of my ascension.”  Christ’s 
ascension is another way that God shows us that, in Christ, 
our forgiveness is a done deal and that you’ve got a home 
with God in heaven. 

 However, not only does Christ’s ascension assure 
us that we will see our Lord live and rule in heaven in the 
future.  It also gives us the certainty of knowing that Jesus 
reigns right here, right now.  In one of their last 
conversations together before Jesus ascends, the disciples 
asked Jesus this question.  “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  What was on the 
disciples’ minds when they said that?  Well, we should give 
the disciples some credit, I suppose.  After all, they did 
recognize that their risen Lord was a King.  Yes!  But, they 
were expecting Jesus to create a powerful nation and 
kingdom here on earth.  I’m guessing they figured that this 
was going to be one of the greatest blessings to come from 
the fact that Jesus had risen from the dead.  They were 
thinking that Jesus was going to make the nation of Israel 
as glorious and as powerful as it was a thousand years 
earlier when King David was king.  Jesus would make sure 
that Israel would reclaim all the land that they’d lost over 
the years.  Jesus would expand those borders.  Israel would 
be a major political player on the world scene again-the 
world power-and no one would mess with them anymore. 

 Even at this point in time, after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, they still didn’t get what kind of a king Jesus 
was.  They still weren’t grasping what Jesus had said to 
Pontius Pilate early on Good Friday morning: “My kingdom 
is not of this world.”   

 Jesus didn’t come to establish an earthly kingdom.  
He’s a king that is much bigger than that.  He’s the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords.  And that’s why Jesus ascended 
into heaven.  Because when Jesus ascended into heaven, 



he sat down at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
So we say that all the time in the Apostles’ Creed, right?  
But what exactly does that mean?  Does it mean that Jesus 
is literally sitting on a throne in heaven right next to his 
heavenly Father’s throne?  No, that’s not it.  Remember 
this: Jesus’ sitting at God’s right hand in heaven is not a 
physical location.  Rather, it’s expressing that Jesus is in a 
position of power.  Jesus’ sitting at God’s right hand is what 
the Apostle Paul was speaking about in these words from 
Ephesians chapter 1.  It says, “(God’s) power is the same as 
the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power 
and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in 
the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God 
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way.” 

 Why did Jesus ascend into heaven?  He ascended 
to exert his authority over every rule and authority that 
exists.  He ascended so that all things would be placed 
under his feet.  This means that Jesus is in control and is 
ruling over every single thing that happens in this world 
right now.  He controls the weather.  He controls the rise 
and fall of rulers and nations.  He controls all of human 
history, and Jesus does it for the good of the people of his 
church.  He rules all things for us.  Now, how Jesus is doing 
that right now?  That often remains a mystery to us.  In 
fact, there are many times when we might wonder how 
things can be playing out in history for the good of God’s 
people.  We might be tempted to look at how broken our 
world is and wonder if God cares at all.  But if we 
remember that our Lord often times allows tough stuff to 
happen to us in our lives to draw us closer to himself and 
to keep our eyes of faith focused on him, to help us 
become more and more acutely aware of how badly we 
need him for forgiveness and salvation and for everything 
else, then we can trust more and more that Christ, is, in 
fact, ruling all things for our good.  Thank God that he is 
our ascended Lord who reigns. 

 And thank God that our ascended Lord gives us 
confidence to witness about him.  Because we want other 
people to know what we have in Christ, right?  We want 
them to know the peace that comes from knowing that 
heaven has been won for them and that God is on their 
side.  And Jesus wants others to know that, too.  He wants 
everybody to know that.  And that’s why he ascended into 
heaven.  Because Jesus promised that, after he ascended 
into heaven, he would send an extremely important gift 
upon the people of his church.  It’s what Jesus spoke to the 

disciples about just before he ascended.  Our lesson says, 
“On one occasion, while (Jesus) was eating with (the 
disciples), he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 Jesus tells us one of the reasons why he ascended 
is because he wanted to pour out on the people of his 
church the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Now, this happened in a 
very special way for the Apostles’ ten days after Jesus’ 
ascension, on the day of Pentecost.  And we’ll remember 
that occasion in the coming weeks as we worship.  But in 
the most important ways the Holy Spirit has been poured 
out upon us, as well.  Because the Holy Spirit is the one 
who works powerfully to bring people close to their Savior.  
Whenever God’s Word is proclaimed, whenever the 
sacrament of baptism is administered, whenever we gather 
together to receive the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit is 
working through those means of grace to either create or 
strengthen our faith in Christ.  The Holy Spirit is the one 
who has instilled in us the confidence of knowing that we 
belong to God because of Christ.  And the Holy Spirit is the 
one who gives us confidence and empowers us to share 
our faith with others.   

 You know, they are some words right at the start of 
our this lesson that would be really easy to blow right by.  
But there’s something really significant there, I think.  
Listen to how Luke started this book of Acts, which he 
wrote to a man named Theophilus.  He says, “In my former 
book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles he had chosen.”  Luke says that, during Jesus’ 
ministry on this earth, he just began his doing and his 
teaching.  Jesus didn’t finish his doing and his teaching 
when he ascended into heaven.  Jesus’ doing and teaching 
during his time on this earth was just the start.  Why is 
that?  Because he wants us to be his witnesses.  He tells us 
to tell others about what he’s done for them.  And we have 
every reason to do that with confidence.  Because every 
time you have the opportunity to talk to someone about 
your faith, every time you get to share Jesus with someone, 
the Holy Spirit’s power will accompany your witness.  
Because Christ ascended to give the Spirit’s power to you.  
May Christ who reigns in heaven continue to pour out his 
Spirit on us that we might share our faith so that others 
may also build the hope of their own ascension on him 
alone. Amen. 

 


