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What’s the most important quality about a church?  In our culture especially, there’s a temptation to make the church about a 
particular person, maybe a pastor, who gets elevated as this spiritual guru.  We can think of what sometimes happens when 
people do that.  Perhaps, the pastor gets caught up in some sort of scandal, or the pastor leaves and goes to a different church, 
and then people might stop coming.  Or sometimes we make the church about a building.  We can thank the Lord for the blessings 
of a specific building or a location, and it might bring back fond memories of a baptism, a wedding, a confirmation.  But the 
temptation is to make the actual physical structure of the church more important than the gospel ministry taking place there. Or 
when we think of the church, it’s so easy to think of my own personal preferences.  I go there because I like the style of music (I 
like guitars or I like organ), or I like the coffee there, or I like this or that.  Don’t get me wrong, I’m not advocating for bad coffee or 
bad music in church, but I do think our American society and culture has impacted how we view the church.  It’s easy to view a 
church in terms of status – how big they are, how trendy they are, how cool their pastors are.    

How about in your life? I think we struggle with the same temptation.  Do you ever base your own identity in external things?  Like 
a career.  It’s kind of interesting in our culture one of the first questions that people ask when they meet someone new is this: “So 
what do you do?”  That’s because we tend to try to equate our identity in our jobs.  If it’s not our jobs, maybe it’s our intelligence 
or our popularity or relationships we have in our lives.  

With it being Mother’s Day today, I think it’s so easy for moms to compare themselves to other moms.  You feel bad when you go 
on Facebook and you see another mom who seems to have everything together and is rocking this mother thing.  Or perhaps, 
you’re a single parent and you’re doing everything you can to pay the bills, and now your kids are home all day, and you feel guilty 
because they’re behind on their homework and you’ve just served them cereal for dinner for the third straight night in a row.  Or 
perhaps, you’re someone who wants to have kids but hasn’t been able to.  Today’s an especially difficult day.  You hear parents 
complain about their own kids, and you think to yourself, “If only I could be in their shoes.”  It’s so easy to find our identity, our 
worth, and our value in a wide variety of ways – as a church, as Americans, as parents, as people without kids.  

 That’s why I absolutely love these verses from 1 Peter 2, and we’re going to look at them today and rediscover where our worth, 
value, and identity really come from.  Verses 4-5: As you come to him (Jesus), the living Stone – rejected by humans but chosen 
by God and precious to him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  If you had to rate Jesus’ success from an earthly point of view, how 
would you rate it?  Not so good.  “rejected by humans.”  He was rejected by his own family at times.  He was rejected by his own 
countrymen.  He was abandoned by his own followers at his darkest hour.  From an earthly point of view, Jesus was simply a failed 
carpenter’s son who tried to become a teacher and was put to death.   

He’s called “the living Stone.”  There are a couple ways Jesus is a stone.  Our lesson calls him a “stone that causes people to 
stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  Literally, it means “a stone of stumbling.”  Jesus is not the cause of people rejecting 
him.  But when some listen to him and hear what he really has to say, they reject it…they reject him.  The picture there is that 
you’re walking around in darkness, and there’s a great big stone, and you trip over it and fall.   

It’s important to remember we were once in darkness as our lesson says.  The spiritual darkness the Bible describes is much more 
than sometimes doing the wrong thing or not being nice or making a few mistakes here and there.  It’s a spiritual condition we 
were in – completely in darkness, completely separated from God.  Still that darkness tries to cling to us in our sinful natures. Why 
do you think we tend to try to find our identity in external things, like our careers, the number of friends we have, our family?  I 
think a lot of that comes from trying to find purpose and meaning in our lives.  It’s realizing that there’s a need we have, an 
emptiness we have, and we try to fill it in a variety of ways.       

That’s why we cling to Jesus and remember another reason why he’s called a stone in our lesson.  Jesus is the living Stone who 
walked out of the grave on Easter Sunday.  We who know who he is and why he came to suffer and die, he is our rock and our 
refuge.  He is our cornerstone, the foundation of our faith.  Without Christ, our faith would be empty and pointless.  There’s a 
wonderful promise right here. “The one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  

That’s the church.  – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house.  Later on, the lesson says, “But you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  That phrase “called out” is the same word that the Bible uses to talk about the 
church.  So the church are those who have been called out of darkness into God’s wonderful light.  Those whose hearts have been 



changed by the power of the gospel in Word and Sacrament.  Those who have recognized the darkness of their sin but call on 
Jesus, the light of this world.  That’s the church, and that’s the most important about the church.  That truth is where your worth, 
status, and identity are found.  

What are you? Peter tells you.  Real worth and value are not found in a career.  In the size of your house.  In the number of kids 
you have.  Your identity is found in Christ.  Consider the thoughts behind each one of these phrases: Remember you are a chosen 
people. Maybe you feel ordinary in your life. Maybe you feel ordinary at work or at school. Maybe you feel ordinary at church. 
Like there’s nothing special about you. But what about to God? You are chosen. Handpicked even before creation, he had you on 
his heart and on his mind and said, “I want him…I want her to be my child.” God considers you precious and valuable. 

Remember you are a royal priesthood. You’re part of the royal family! You will reign with Christ forever in heaven. Because of it, 
you have all the riches that Jesus has won for you – peace with God, life in heaven, forgiveness of sins. And you are also part of a 
priesthood – you’re a priest. That might sound kind of strange, but think of it this way: Old Testament priests were to represent 
the Israelites before God. Because of sin, there was a separation between the people and God. So priests would intercede for the 
people. But what has Christ done? He’s removed our sin, he’s removed that separation, he’s removed that barrier so that right 
now you have complete and total access to God. You don’t need a mediator to talk to God, to approach God, to stand before God 
because Jesus has taken away your sin. 

Remember you are a holy nation. You are holy, without sin. No sin was too big. No sin was too much. He’s taken it away. He 
washes away your sin and wipes your slate clean. When God looks at you, he considers you precious – not because of you but 
because of Jesus. He sees Jesus’ holy life wrapped around you. He sees Jesus’ precious blood covering all of your sins. He was 
willing to give up his greatest treasure for you because he loves you beyond all understanding. 

Remember you are a God’s special possession, people belonging to God. You belong to God – not in a burdensome, slavery type 
of way. But in a God is our Lord and Savior who loves us, cares for us so much, that we’ll serve him in our lives. We belong to God. 

What do we do now as part of Christ’s building – as a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God. 
“You may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).  In verse 4, it says 
that “offer spiritual sacrifices.”  

My identity is not simply my job.  My identity is not simply being pastor.  My identity is not only being a father.  My identity is not 
only being a husband.  My identity first and foremost is a redeemed child of God.  And the same is true of you.  Here’s the beauty 
of that.  That allows you to ask the question, “How can I serve the Lord in my life?”  You know how the Lord answers that 
question?  By faithfully carrying out the various callings he has given you in your life.  Our jobs, our relationships, our earthly 
callings are important, not because they provide us with our identity, but because they allow us to live out our identity as 
redeemed children of God.  The mother who sits with her children at night, reads them a devotion, and prays with them is 
declaring God’s praises.  The father who realizes the most important thing he can do for his kids is to teach them about Jesus is 
serving the Lord and declaring God’s praises.  The single parent who struggles to put food on the table but continues to faithfully 
work and provide both physically and spiritual for their family is serving the Lord and declaring God’s praises.  The person who 
might so desperately want to have kids and yet finds different ways to live their faith and to share their faith is serving the Lord 
and declaring God’s praises.  

When we remember our identity first and foremost is that we are redeemed children of God, when our value and our worth are 
found in the cross and empty tomb of Jesus, that changes everything.  It changes what we consider the church to be and why we 
go to church.  It changes how we look at our ministry and what the most important parts of it are.  It changes how we view the 
jobs and callings we may have in our lives and how we carry them out.  It changes how we view the relationships God has placed 
us in and how we can let Christ’s light shine in those situations.  

What do you build your life on?  What do you build your identity on? Don’t build on a career.  Don’t build it on a GPA.  Don’t build 
it on popularity or money.  Build it on Jesus.  The cornerstone, the foundation of your faith and your eternal hope.  Because of this 
wonderful truth: “The one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  Amen.       

 

 

 



 

At Home Questions 

What are things you think of when it comes to your identity?   

 

What was our identity without Christ?  What is our identity with Christ? 

 

Jesus is called a stone in this lesson.  What are two ways he’s like a stone? 

 

How the NIV translates verse 8 might give the impression that Jesus causes people to fall away.  A better translation would be 
simply, Jesus is a “stone of stumbling and a rock of falling”.  How is Jesus like that?  When people reject him, they stumble and fall.  
A good illustration is picturing yourself walking on a dark trail without any light, and there’s a great big stone in the middle, and 
you trip over the stone.  The cause of your falling wasn’t the stone, but it was that you were in darkness. 

 

What did Pastor Ehlke say about the connection of being “called out of darkness” to the word “church”?   

 

Evaluate: The church is more about people than a building.   

 

Describe what each one of these phrases mean and the great comfort they give you: 

Chosen people 

Royal priesthood 

Holy nation 

God’s special possession 

 

We normally think of declaring God’s praises as we sing hymns and worship God at church.  Pastor Ehlke talked about us declaring 
God’s praises in the callings God has placed us in our lives.  What are some ways you declare God’s praises at/in/among... 

Your job? 

Home? 

The community? 

Your friends and neighbors? 

 

How does remembering your identity first and foremost is a redeemed child of God through Jesus help you when you try to base 
your identity on your career, on your family, or on wanting something that you don’t have.  

 


