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God Works for the Good 

Does God really work out everything for our good?  One very well known and well quoted passage is Romans 8:28. “And 

we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  

That is a passage that at times will give comfort in difficulties.  At other times will leave someone angry and questioning 

God’s love and wisdom.  When I was just a seminary student, studying to become a pastor, I had a part-time job with a 

church, making visits, shut in visits and evangelism visits.  There was a woman who had showed interest in our church 

and so I visited with her to answer any questions that she had about the church and invite her back.  I was expecting to 

give her a flyer from our church with a smile on my face, but instead, she broke down and told me that her husband had 

cheated on her and they were getting a divorce.  As she continued talking I was thinking about what passage from the 

bible I could share to give her comfort.  I told her about this verse.  God works all things out for good, I said.  That was the 

wrong verse to share.  Now she had a problem with God, because she could see no good that came out of her husband 

doing to her what he did.  I remember her saying to me, “Is God cruel?  There is nothing comforting about that statement 

to me right now.”   If I would have this same conversation with someone today, I have a number of other verses that I 

would use to provide comfort from God’s Word.  But whether or not a Christian uses that verse, is it not true?  “In all things 

God works for the good of those who love him.”  Covid-19, the protests and riots about equality and racism, the financial 

difficulties of some, the uncertainty of what school is going to look like in the fall, will there be a spike in covid cases, the 

division in our country over who is going to be voted in as president, and the fear of some if the other guy gets in – how 

can we look at all these things going on in our world, or in our life and say, “God’s going to work it out” and not worry? 

Since this is an area where we struggle we are going to look at the life of Joseph, a man who trusted in the Lord in the 

face of great difficulty, a man who never would have imagined the amazing things that God had planned through his life.   

Our lesson from Hebrews is kind of strange. We went through the Old Testament lessons where it mentions that they did 

in fact move Joseph’s bones from Egypt to the promised land of Canaan.  It seems strange that Joseph would make the 

Hall of Fame of faith for telling people on his deathbed that he wanted his bones moved.  At first it might seem like it’s no 

different than a person wanting to be buried in burial plot near his family.  But there is much more to that. He wanted his 

bones moved, because it shows he trusted in a promise from God, a promise that God gave to his great-grandfather, 

Abraham, Isaac and his father Jacob.  That they would one day live in the promised land of Canaan.  It was a testimony to 

his kids, grandkids and to us, that despite all that he had been through, and any difficulties they would go through, God 

was with them.  He keeps his promises and the Lord would work it out for good.   

Joseph’s life is one of the most emotional lessons in scripture.  If you haven’t read it, read through Genesis 37 to the end 

of Genesis. You would think that Joseph’s upbringing would have been a model homelife.  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

these are the fathers of our faith.  And yet, Jacob’s household where Joseph grew up was a mess at home.  He had two 

wives and two concubines. Not only was that sinful, but it’s just plain old stupid. Each of those wives had their own 

children. So there were favorites among the wives and favorites among the children.  Talk about a messed up childhood.  

Joseph happened to be the favorite child because he was the son of the favorite wife.  So Jacob got Joseph a special, 

ornate, expensive coat.  This only poured gasoline on the fire of jealousy at home.  His brothers hated him so much they 

faked his death and sold him into slavery. I was thinking about this and I think it would have been kinder of them to kill 

him, rather than making him a victim of human trafficking. All the while, Joseph may have been wondering, where is the 

Lord?  How is he going to work this one out for my good?   

So he gets sold into slavery and had to work in a house of a very high-up official in Egypt named Potiphar.  Things started 

looking up.  Potiphar started to trust Joseph.  Joseph was hardworking and trustworthy and everything he touched turned 

to gold.  Joseph must have been thinking, “Ok, sure enough, the Lord is with him.  This is an ok lifestyle.”  But Potiphar’s 

wife saw that Joseph was a handsome man, and continually asked him to go to bed with him.  But Joseph trusted in the 

Lord, and so he wanted his life to reflect that. He fought against that temptation and he started to avoid her as best as he 

could.  One day she cornered him, grabbed him, and he literally ran away.  She was so insulted that she accused him of 

trying to rape her.  So now, he ended up in prison for something that he didn’t do.  Was Joseph questioning, “Where is the 

Lord”?  I thought this was supposed to work out for good, but things are actually getting worse. Why would he allow this?”  

Even in prison he was given responsibilities and jobs.  Prison guards could see that he was trustworthy, well-behaved and 

hardworking.  There was definitely something different about this slave turned convict.  While in prison he met two men, 

the cup bearer to pharaoh and the baker.  Someone must have gotten sick and died on their watch.  They both had 

dreams and didn’t know what they meant.  So the Lord told Joseph the meaning of the dreams and told them he would 

interpret it for them.  The meaning of the dream for cup bearer was that he would be restored to his position but the baker 

would be killed after three days.  It came true just as he said.  Joseph saw the proof of the Lord being with him by giving 

him the interpretation of this dream.  So, he probably figured he was going to get out soon.  But he ended up spending 



two more years in prison.  All the while, was Joseph thinking, “How is this going to end up for good?”  Lord, where are 

you?  Why would God allow this to happen to him?   

Then one day, out of the blue, as he got up one morning in his prison cell, he was told to shave and shower and put on 

some nice clothes because Pharaoh of Egypt wanted to talk to him.  Pharaoh had some dreams too and he wanted to 

know what they mean.  Joseph told him that the Lord would tell him the meaning of the dreams, that there would be 7 

years of good crops and 7 years of famine, a famine so bad that no one would remember the good years.  People were 

going to die if something wasn’t done.  Pharaoh elevated this spoiled brat, turned Hebrew slave, turned convict, to the 

second most powerful person in all of Egypt and made him in charge of the food supply over the whole country.  It 

happened just as the dream said.  After the 7 years of good crops, everyone around the country and outside of the 

country came to Egypt for food.  Millions of people did not starve to death because the Lord was with Joseph. God guided 

his life in and out of difficult times, in order to save all those people during that terrible famine.  But that’s not where the 

story ends.   

Joseph’s father, Jacob and his family also were running out of food.  So, Jacob sent his sons to Egypt, the same sons 

who sold Joseph into slavery.  When Joseph saw his brothers, his brothers didn’t recognize him, but he recognized them. 

There was a long emotional story about how he finally revealed himself to them, (If you read it, you might need a tissue) 

but when he did there were no hard feelings, only forgiveness.  In fact, it was Joseph who said to his brothers, “Do not be 

distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead 

of you.” (Gen 45:5)  

Through all the difficulties that Joseph was faced with throughout his life, we don’t see him questioning how the Lord was 

going to work this out for good.  He never stopped trusting in the Lord, even though he knew he may very well have never 

known what good would come out of the pain he went through.  God works all things out for good.  That is a truth that we 

know we are supposed to believe, but in the midst of difficulty we struggle with.    

So think of all the unique good that came out of Joseph’s struggles.  1) Those difficulties humbled that spoiled brat and 

formed him into the leader that the world needed at that time 2) Millions did not starve to death because of this one man.  

3) Especially during those 7 years of famine, the world saw a guy who believed in a God that most of them have never 

heard of, but a God who interpreted pharaoh’s dream so that they could know what was coming and prepare for it.  The 

world saw the true God through Joseph.  And no doubt, Joseph was able to tell so many people more details about this 

God.  A God who was going to crush sin, and all the consequences of sin, by sending a Savior.  Who knows how many 

people were spiritually saved because God allowed all those difficult times through Joseph’s life?  I don’t know.  

4) But it didn’t end there.  If it wasn’t for Joseph not only would he not have saved millions of people from the famine, but 

you also were saved because of what Joseph did. The line of the Savior would come through Jacob’s line, through one of 

his sons named Judah and one of Judah’s son’s named Perez.  God used Joseph to preserve the line of the Savior, so 

that you could be saved.  And that is just one part of the long history of this world, where we see God guiding things for 

our good.   

When Jesus told his disciples that he would be arrested and killed, his disciples didn’t want to hear it. They could see no 

good coming out of it. When Jesus was arrested in the garden of gethsemane, that was a tense moment and it didn’t look 

good to anyone. When Jesus was tortured and hung on the cross, the disciples could not see at all how any of this was 

good.  700 years before Christ, Isaiah wrote, “By his wounds, we are healed.”  If God can turn the worst pain, into the 

greatest good, we shouldn’t be surprised that he can turn much small problems into good.  How often since the beginning 

of time has Satan caused chaos in this world, only to see later on that God used it in perfect alignment with his good plan 

and purpose.  Which is a good reminder of what the “good” is that is being talked about in Romans.  “In all things God 

works for the good”.  It may not be my physical good.  It may not even be for my good at all, but God has in mind the good 

of his kingdom.  And we may never know or see what that is on this side of the grave.    

I remember going home that day after meeting with that woman and going over in my head again and again what I should 

have said and how I should have worded it.  And I tried to contain my joy when that next week she came to church.  Did 

God use something as terrible as a cheating husband, and a stuttering seminary student to get his work done in his 

kingdom?  I think so.  God is constantly guiding things and using the good and the bad that happens in this world for our 

eternal good. Therefore, whether in good times or in bad we can praise and thank the Lord.  Amen 


