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It’s a bit uncomfortable, isn’t it?  Listening to and processing that first lesson I read.  You know, the one where the Lord 

tells Abraham to sacrifice his own son.  It’s more than a bit uncomfortable.  It’s absolutely heart-wrenching, isn’t it?  

Last week, we heard how God called Abraham to move to a completely foreign land.  How God promised that he would 

turn Abraham into a great nation, and how the Savior of the world would come from Abraham’s line.  But what hadn’t 

happened yet?  Abraham and his wife Sarah had no kids. In order for those promises to happen, they first needed to 

have a child. When they moved Abraham was 75 years old. Year after year, there’s no child. For 24 years, Abraham and 

Sarah do not have a child. That’s a long time to wait on a promise.  Finally, when Abraham is 99 years old, Sarah 

becomes pregnant. And their son Isaac is born. God makes it clear to them that he was going to make Isaac into a great 

nation, and that the Savior of the world would come through Isaac’s line.  All right, things seem to be falling into place.  

But then you get to Genesis 22, and you hear this: Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied.  Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love and go to the region of 

Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  

Ok?  Isaac was probably in his teens or at least close (he was able to carry the wood later on in the lesson), but just 

imagine being in Abraham’s shoes.  The whole thing just doesn’t make sense.  You hear the emotion in these words 

where God says, “Take your son…you know your only son…Isaac…the son you love…”  The son you waited for for 25 

years.  The son whom I said would become a great nation.  The son from whom the Savior will one day come.  Take 

that son and kill him.   

Then something amazing happens.  Abraham goes ahead with the plan! Early the next morning Abraham got up and 

saddled his donkey.  He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac.  Early the next morning.  I mean if there 

were a day to sleep in, this would be it.  If there were a day to lie in bed and keep the covers over you, this would be it.  

But Abraham gets up early and gets on with it.   

Imagine the intense struggle that was happening in the heart and the mind of Abraham.  Because you have two 

statements from God in his life that completely seemed at odds with each other.  God promised Abraham that it would 

be through Isaac that the Savior would come.  Now God tells Abraham to kill him.  Two statements from God that 

seemed completely at odds.   

What kind of tests has God sent you in your life?  There are times in our lives when we get brought into the fire, where 

we see clear statements from God in his Word that he is our God, that he is going to be with us, that is going to bless 

us, that he’s got things under control, and yet we experience the struggle and heartache of life in this world. Times of 

testing where we wrestle with knowing God’s goodness and his promises and yet facing dark moments and times.    

Yet, Abraham gets up early the next morning and gets on with it.  Hebrews 11 says that Abraham did it “by faith.”  He 

trusted the Lord.  But let’s be clear about something here:  Abraham’s faith in the Lord was not a blind faith.  It wasn’t a 

faith that was careless.  It wasn’t a blind faith that said I’m going to jump off a building, and I’m sure God’s going to 

take care of me.  It wasn’t a blind faith that said, “I don’t need to go to the doctor when I’m sick because God has my 

back.”  Our faith is only as good as the object of our faith.  What was the object of Abraham’s faith?  It was very specific 

promises and commands that God gave him. God told him through Isaac he would become a great nation and the 

Savior would come from his line. God told him then to take Isaac and sacrifice him.  Two seemingly contradictory 

statements from God.  Hebrews 11 says that: “Abraham who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his 

one and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” But 

Abraham understood something: God does not lie.  God does not break a promise that he makes.  And so what did 

Abraham conclude?  Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead.  Abraham figured that if God is going to 

have me kill my son, he’ll just raise him from the dead.  Because God does not lie, and he keeps his promises.   

Don’t we see that same faith, that same confidence in Genesis 22.  I love this conversation Abraham has with his son 

Isaac.  On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  He said to his servants, “Stay here 



with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.  We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  On the 

third day.  That’s a long time to internally wrestle with this test, isn’t it?  You can imagine how tough that trip must 

have been.  He had a lot of time to think.  But when they finally get to the place, Abraham tells his servants, “We’re 

going to go over there.  We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  With his conversation with Isaac, we see 

the same thing.  Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  “The fire 

and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  Abraham answered, “God himself 

will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” The Lord will provide.   

What did God provide?  In this situation, he did not provide a resurrection.  Instead, he provided a substitution. 

Abraham reached out with his knife, ready to kill his own son whom he loved, and the angel of the Lord calls out to him 

and tells him to stop.  The Lord then provides a substitute – a ram that’s caught in a thicket bush ends up being 

sacrificed instead of Isaac.  Abraham reasoned that Isaac’s sacrifice would turn into a resurrection.  It instead turned 

into a substitution.  Because God does not lie.  Because God keeps his promises. 

You know, that still didn’t make this test easy.  This test, this struggle was real.  Heart-wrenching.  You know, the tests 

that we endure in this life are called tests for a reason.  You ever think about why God tests our faith?  Now I’m not 

going to pretend to know the reason why God sends every test our way as Christians.  There are going to be struggles 

that we endure in this world that we won’t fully understand until the Lord brings us home to heaven.   

But that’s ok.  Because the Lord tests Abraham not because the Lord did not know what Abraham was going to do.  He 

knew.  But through this test, he would strengthen Abraham and his faith.  Abraham loved his son Isaac so much, but 

through this test, Abraham discovered that his greatest treasure was the love the Lord had for him.  Through this test, 

Abraham would struggle but also find confidence and strength from the promises God had given him.  Through this 

test, Abraham and Isaac, and those two servants, and all they would tell would be reminded of this beautiful truth: 

“The Lord will provide.”   

That’s what they called this place where all of this happened:  The Lord will provide.  Abraham thought the Lord would 

provide a resurrection.  He provided a substitution.  It’s kind of interesting that this set of mountains called Moriah 

would actually be the set of mountains the temple in Jerusalem was built on many years later.  In the temple, the Lord 

would have the Israelites make sacrifices that were a picture of what Jesus would one day do.  Just right outside the 

city was another hill.  A hill we know better as Golgotha or Calvary, the place where Jesus would suffer and die. 

What has the Lord provided us in the midst of our own tests? What’s even more amazing than Abraham’s faith is that 

the Lord actually walked in Abraham’s shoes and knows what it’s like to give up his own Son.  “What, then, shall we 

say in response to this?  If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up 

for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 831-32).  This is the Son whom 

he loved, and he gave him up for us all.  There would be no substitution for Jesus because Jesus is the substitute, the 

perfect sacrifice who stands in our place, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  But with Jesus there 

would be a resurrection, and because of that there is now life for us.   

The Apostle Paul is saying this, “If God was willing to do this for you.  If God was willing to give you his own Son whom 

he loves.  If God was willing to send him to stand in your place at the cross.  That means God will keep every promise 

he gives to you.  Every test that comes your way is not meant to harm you, but it’s meant to draw you closer to him 

and his grace.  So Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  When you go through the fire, when you go through a 

test, that is when we need to cling to the promises that God gives us in his Word.  He provides us grace for our failures.  

He provides us strength to endure.  In the struggle, he strengthens our faith him and draws us closer to him.  If 

everything were taken away, we can still cling to the one thing that never fails – God’s saving love in his Son Jesus. 

Because of that, with Abraham we live by faith trusting in what he tells us in his Word, even when our faith is tested, 

even when it’s hard.  Because the Lord has provided, and the Lord will provide.  Amen.   


