
Mark 1:14-20 A Call to Total Commitment 

 Imagine with me for a moment that you are standing knee deep in the warm waters of the Sea of Galilee.  That sounds 

pretty good right now, doesn’t it, especially when we live in a place where we walk on top of water this time of year-and not the 

way that Jesus walked on water, right?  So you’ve waded into those warm waters of the Sea of Galilee.  And as you look down the 

shoreline, you see a couple fishermen, brothers, Simon who would come to be called Peter, and his brother Andrew.  Simon and 

Andrew are stretching out their large nets, dragging them through the water to hopefully bring in a large catch.  They are doing 

what they’ve always done.  They’re engaging in what’s familiar to them-their life’s work. 

 And as you watch these two fishermen hauling in their nets, you see a man approach and his voice beckons them: “Come, 

follow me, and I will send you out to fish for people.”  And just like that Andrew and Peter are laying their nets aside, walking 

along the beach behind this man who had called them to follow. 

 And as you wade around, trying to process what you just witnessed happened there, you turn around and look down the 

shore a ways and you see a few more men sitting in a boat.  It’s James and John and their father Zebedee.  They’re fishermen, too.  

They, too, are putting in a day’s work in the family business.  They’re mending their nets, preparing to let them down as soon as 

all the equipment is in good working order.  But the man on the shore with Simon and Andrew in tow has made his way down to 

these other fishermen now, and the man in the lead calls to the two brothers James and John and says, “Follow me.”  And 

“immediately,” without any delay, without any hesitation, these two brothers leave their nets behind, leave their boat, leave their 

father and their family business behind and they follow this man walking on the shore.  And as this group of five men now walks 

away and disappears down the shore, you come out of the water and sit down on the beach and you wonder to yourself, what 

just happened there?  What would possess a bunch of grown men with well established lives and livelihoods to up and leave and 

follow that man? 

 Now, before we go any further and answer those questions, it’s probably important to point out that those four fishermen 

who followed the man calling them for the shore was not a complete stranger to them.  Not at all, actually.  Simon and Andrew 

and James and John recognized him.  They knew the man calling them was Jesus of Nazareth.  They had first met Jesus when they 

were down in the Judean desert listening to John the Baptist preach.  So they’d heard John the Baptist point to Jesus one day and 

say, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)  These men knew what John the Baptist was 

telling them, because they were faithful Jews who knew their Old Testament Scriptures.  They knew that God had been promising 

a Messiah, a Savior, who would come into their world to make everything right.  And they recognized and believed that this man 

named Jesus was it.  And from that point forward, these four men spent time with Jesus, did some traveling with Jesus, heard his 

teaching, heard him interact with others; they had seen him do miracles.  They had seen him turn water into wine.  So they knew 

that Jesus was special and that they needed to know Jesus and believe and trust in him. 

 But to hear Jesus call these men from the Galilean shoreline once day, “Come, follow me, and I will send you out to fish 

for people,”  and they just drop everything?  Without the blink of an eye they immediately leave their nets and boats and their 

family businesses and the lives that were familiar and comfortable to them?  I mean, James and John just left Pa Zebedee there by 

himself.  Can you imagine how that conversation went?  Jesus calls them and James and John say, “Hey Dad, I know we’ve got a 

pretty good thing going here with the family fishing business.  But yeah, we’re going to go follow Jesus now, and we won’t be back 

to fish for fish anymore.”  And Zebedee says, “Oh, no problem, boys.  I’ll finish patching these nets today and tomorrow I’ll just 

post a job notice on Zip Recruiter and Career Builder. You boys have a good time.”  Now, I kid, I kid.  In all honesty, I’m sure 

Zebedee was thrilled about the ventures bold and new on which his boys were about to embark because I’m guessing Zebedee 

believed the exact same things about Jesus that his boys believed.  But you get my point, right?  This is a bold move that these 

four former fishermen were making?  Would you have done it?  Are you supposed to do something similar? 

 That’s really why I’ve asked you to wade into the waters of the Sea of Galilee with me today to consider carefully this 

portion of God’s Word.  These early verses in St. Mark’s Gospel give us the opportunity to ask the question, “Is this what it takes 

to be a disciple of Christ?  Because that’s what we are.  That’s what we want to be.  That’s why we are here today.  We are 

followers of Christ.  So does being a follower of Christ mean that we need to leave behind everything comfortable and familiar?  

Does it mean that we need to leave behind family and jobs and earthly possessions?  In other words, do we need to do what 

Simon Peter and Andrew and James and John did here? 

 Well, let’s start here.  In many respects, no.  Our call to Christian discipleship does not mean we need to somehow mimic 

the actions of these four men that we witness on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  It’s important to recognize that the calling 



which Jesus was issuing to these two sets of brothers was a unique call.  Jesus was calling them into the public ministry.  He was 

calling them to be a part of an inner circle of disciples of Christ who would spend time exclusively over the next two and a half 

years of Jesus’ public ministry in the Savior’s seminary, learning on a full-time basis the deep truths of God’s gracious heart.  And 

then, after their Rabbi Jesus would shed his blood as the Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world, and after their crucified 

Lord would rise from the dead and ascend into heaven to God’s right hand, these highly trained disciples would become Jesus’ 

apostles, sent out into the world to be witnesses of their Savior and messengers of his forgiveness and the eternal life found in 

him alone.  So this call to apostleship was unique for these men.  Fishing for people would be their full time work.  It would 

require them to leave behind their other professions and would obviously render unneeded the world possessions they used to 

do their old work of fishing for fish. 

 And so when Jesus calls us to follow him-and this is especially true for lay people who are followers of Christ today, when Jesus 

calls you to follow him, it doesn’t typically mean that you have to leave your family behind or your profession or your possessions.  By 

the way, it’s probably important to point out that it wasn’t as if Jesus was telling James and John that they could never, ever return to 

see their father Zebedee again.  No, of course not.  Nor is the call to Christian discipleship a call to take a vow of poverty and to 

renounce all earthly possessions.  It’s not a call to change all the earthly circumstances of our lives.  No, Christian discipleship is none of 

those things. 

 But you know what it is?  It’s a call that requires our total commitment.  And that’s the way that our calling to be disciples of 

Jesus is the exact same as it was for Simon and Andrew and James and John.  And that spirit of total commitment to Christ is going to 

look different for different people in different circumstances.  For fishers of fish turned fishers of men, for four apostles, that total 

commitment to Jesus did involve leaving behind nets and boats.  It did involve a heavy shift in time spent away from family.  But the 

circumstances of what total commitment to Christ will look like for you and me will no doubt like quite different from the circumstances 

of those first apostles.  But in some way, shape, or form for us, being a disciple of Christ is going to mean, as the hymn we sang said it 

before, forsaking old, familiar ways for ventures bold and new.   

 What I mean is this: it is not overstating it to say that Christians are willing to abandon anything which would stand in the 

way of our relationship with the Lamb of God who loved us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.  Because our relationship 

with Christ is the top priority in our lives.  That’s what the call of Christian discipleship means. 

 So that means that, as a disciple of Christ, you probably won’t be called to leave behind your job in the secular world.  But there 

is a possibility that your total commitment to Christ might cause you to consider leaving behind a job that is preventing you from 

worshiping and fellowshipping with other Christians, or if your job is pulling you away from your family in an unhealthy way, or if your 

job is requiring you to do something immoral or harmful to others.  And your call to Christian discipleship is not a call to take a vow of 

poverty and give up your possessions.  But keeping Christ as your top priority might mean that you consider giving up certain possession, 

if those possession are unseating Christ as the top priority in your life. 

 The underlying truth here is that the total commitment of a Christian to Christ will come with a cost.  It might cost you in your 

approval rating with other people.  It might cost you popularity.  You teens and young people especially know what I’m talking about.  

And yes, being a disciple of Christ might end costing you being persecuted.  Remember how our account started today?  It said, “After 

John the Baptist was thrown in prison, Jesus started went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news.”  John the Baptist got thrown in 

prison for speaking God’s truth to the king.  It ended up costing John his freedom.  Eventually, it ended up costing John his head. 

 So maybe it’s leaving you wondering today.  Who in their right mind would sign up for this?  Who would want to be a disciple of 

Christ when total commitment to Christ is going to cost us in our lives?  And that’s the point.  None of us would choose this sort of 

commitment on our own.  We can all think of times when we haven’t been fully committed to Christ and we haven’t made him our top 

priority.  The truth is that none of us would even commit to being a disciple of Christ on our own.  We’d go our own way.  A way of 

darkness and a way that leads to eternal death.  We’d be so lost on our own. 

 And that’s the really amazing thing about Jesus.  It’s why he’s the Lord of glory.  He’s totally committed to people who lack total 

commitment to him.  He calls out to selfish, self-interested people like us who are lost in darkness and he says, “Follow me.”  He makes 

committed Christian disciples out of the most unlikely of candidates.  People like a bunch of Galilean fishermen named Simon and 

Andrew and James and John.  People like you and me.  And he gives up everything for us, even his life.  “Look the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sins of the world.” (John 1:29)  That’s total commitment. 

 And Christ’s commitment to you and me?  It changes us.  It changes priorities.  It changes everything about the way we 

approach our lives.  It makes us willing to leave behind the nets and the boats, if that’s what it would take.  No longer do we live for 

ourselves.  We live for him.  Totally committed to him, no matter what that looks like.  May Christ’s unchanging love renew your 

commitment to him.  Amen. 


