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I’d like to show you a very short video today.  This is a group of Christians in China receiving the Bible for the first time.  It’s 
pretty amazing, isn’t it?  Their reaction and their joy.  It’s humbling too, isn’t it?  It’s humbling for people like you and me 
who have such unrestricted access to the Word of God, and perhaps our joy over that doesn’t always burn so brightly.  

We heard a sad statement today in the lesson I read. It’s said just matter of fact, and it’s probably easy to overlook.   In 
those days the word of the LORD was rare.  Here’s what’s happening. It’s about 1100 BC.  A few hundred years earlier, the 
Lord had led the Israelites out of Egypt under Moses.  He  rescued them from slavery.  He made them his own people.  He 
made a special covenant with them that he would continue to be with them.  He actually spoke directly to people like Moses 
and Joshua.  He gave them the first five books of the Bible to read regularly. But now around 1100 BC, the word of the LORD 
was rare.  Even to the high priest at the tabernacle, it seemed the word of the Lord was rare.  

A lot had happened over that time. Much of that is covered in the book called Judges. There was a pattern. The Israelites 
would abandon the Lord and his Word, and the Lord would in love use an enemy attack to lead them to repentance, and 
then he would send someone to step in and rescue them. But over time, the attitude among the Israelites continued to 
fester and grow – they continued to rebel against the Lord and they failed to listen to his Word. The Lord eventually started 
to withdraw his Word from them. It was a time of spiritual draught for the Israelites. 
 
What about us?  Is the word of the Lord rare in our lives?  In some ways, the Word of the Lord has never been more 
accessible to us.  We have five worship services each week.  There’s livestream for people who aren’t ready to return to 
church.  Bible studies are offered on almost every day of the week.  You can watch Facebook devotions by one of your 
pastors every weekday.  There are Time of Grace videos online.  There are Meditations.  Pastor Krause sends out family 
Sunday School lessons each week. We have boxes of Bibles around.  We have Bible apps.  It’s amazing.  We think back to 
history, and one of the amazing things about the Reformation was that it put the Bible into the hands of the people.  Before 
the 1500s, the Bible was not really available to the people, but with things like translating the Bible into the language of the 
people, the invention of the printing press, and a growing emphasis that people become educated, it slowly started to get 
put into the hands of people.  I’d imagine folks back then would be awestruck at the many different avenues we have to 
hear the Word of the Lord.      
 
Yet, what do I know about myself?  I know that my Bible sometimes sits on my shelf instead of being opened, and it’s much 
easier for me to focus on the things I need to get done as a pastor than to pause and open it up.  I know that it’s much easier 
to watch 3 hours of something on Netflix than to do a 5 minute devotion with my family.  I know that my sinful heart and the 
devil are trying to do everything they can to prevent my eyes from seeing and my ears from hearing the word of the 
Lord.  We sang in that song, “Take Your Word and plant it deep within us,” and it’s so easy to view reading or hearing the 
Word as something I have to do than a great blessing that God gives us.  We see that warning in our lesson, don’t we?  In 
those days the word of the LORD was rare. Even though it is more accessible to us than ever, it sometimes becomes too 
rare of an activity in our lives. 
 
This isn’t meant to be a legalistic point here that judges faithfulness based on putting in the time and putting in the hours. 
It’s not simply head knowledge.  But instead, I pray that this helps us see the need for the Word of God in our lives.  How 
many hours are there in a week?  168.  How many hours a week do you spend hearing or reading the Word of God?  A 
person who comes to church once a week, and that’s it.  Well, that’s one hour a week.  A person who comes to church once 
a month, and that’s it.  Well, that’s 15 minutes a week.  Yet, within that 168 hours, what sort of temptations and struggles 
does our faith experience?  Maybe sexual sins that the world puts in front of our faces.  Maybe worry and fear when we see 
all the turmoil and chaos in our world.  Maybe it’s materialism as we check our stocks and spend hours shopping on Amazon.  
Maybe it’s busy schedules full of good things like sports, music, dance, and gymnastics, but maybe too busy schedules that 
prevent us from hearing the Word of the Lord.  It’s a spiritual battle out there.  It’s a spiritual battle in our hearts.  And the 
question shouldn’t be what’s the bare minimum I should be doing or how much is good enough?   But how can we let the 
word of Christ dwell in us richly and how can we let the Lord plant his Word deep inside our minds and inside our hearts?      
 
I bring those things up not to be legalistic. Growth in the Word of God isn’t just a matter of outwardly going through the 
motions. There’s a reason why God doesn’t say “X” amount of hours is how much time you should be spending in my Word.  
Then it becomes something I have to do.  But I bring those things up because we need to remember how much we need the 



Word of God in our lives and how vital it is.  But what’s going to change our attitude and give us the proper motivation to 
make the Word of God a priority in our lives? 

It’s marveling at this mystery.  God chooses to speak to you.  Even though the Israelites had for hundreds of years rejected 
the Lord and his Word.  Even though the Word of the Lord was not a regular occurrence at the tabernacle anymore.  The 
Lord continued to preserve it.  And of all the people and places he could show it, he chose a young boy named Samuel (not 
the priest Eli) to make sure his Word was still proclaimed.  Samuel was born to a woman named Hannah, and she made a 
promise that she would give her son to the Lord so that he could serve him and do whatever the Lord called him to do. That 
consisted of sending Samuel to the tabernacle, and there he lived and was trained under the high priest Eli.  And one night, 
the Lord spoke to Samuel.  “Samuel,” he heard. Samuel thinks that it’s Eli calling him.  He goes to him.  Finds out it wasn’t 
him.  And then it happened again.  And then again.  Finally, Eli realizes what’s going on.  And so he tells Samuel this: Go and 
lie down, and if he calls you say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”  And that’s what Samuel does.  Then Samuel 
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 
Here is the truly remarkable thing about this account.  Here is what will give us the proper motivation to have the same 
attitude as Samuel – a heart that is willing to listen.  It’s remembering just how amazing this – it’s something easily taken for 
granted.  It’s something that we might overlook.  The Lord chooses to speak to us.  It might not be an audible voice like 
Samuel heard.  It might not be in visions and dreams, but it’s not any less important or amazing.  The Lord has chosen to 
speak to you.  The God who created this entire universe in six days by his Word has chosen to speak to you.  The God who 
preserves his creation.  The God who is holy, mighty, and the majestic.  The God who is far superior than his creation, and 
yet he speaks to you. He speaks to you in his Word so we would know him and know his love and grace in Jesus.  
 
God not only spoke to Samuel.  Did you catch it?  The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!.” The Lord came and stood there and spoke.  The Lord gave a special appearance of his glory and brought his 
presence before Samuel. The tabernacle and then later on the temple was the place where God would dwell with his 
presence, and so it’s fitting that it says the Lord came and stood among Samuel.  
 
Your God has come and stood among you too. That’s what we celebrated just a few weeks ago at Christmas.  When Christ, 
Immanuel God with us stood among us in this world and lived among us.  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth 
(John 1:14).  
 
Think about that for a second.  The eternal Son of God steps in and dwells among us.  He doesn’t just come to live here just 
to check up on us, and that’s it.  He doesn’t just come to slap us on the wrist and tell us to get back in line.  He stands among 
us so that he can save.  He stands with his brothers and sisters facing the same temptations and struggles and does so 
perfectly for us.  He stands in our place in the judgment hall as he is sentenced to suffer the punishment our sins 
deserve.  He stands in our place as the wrath of God is poured in him instead of us.  He stands again in victory as he steps 
out of the grave.  There, he takes all of our failures, all of our apathy, all of our fears, and he gives to us forgiveness, victory, 
and joy and peace. 
 
And he doesn’t stop there.  Because he still stands with us today.  He does so through his Word.  He stands with us today 
every time we gather around his Word and sacrament.  He stands with us whenever we open his Word – whether it’s in our 
preschool as little lambs learn, “Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so.”  Whether it’s in our Lutheran schools as 
children and teens learn about their Savior, his love and his will.  He stands with us in our many Bible Classes, whether it’s 
zoom or in-person.   But it’s not merely in those places.  Jesus stands with his people at home when a parent prays with their 
kids and sings a hymn before bed.  Jesus stands with his people when individuals read a section of God’s Word each 
day.  Jesus stands with our families who do one of the Sunday School lessons that Pastor Krause sends out each week.  Jesus 
stands with you at work, in the hospital as you think about his Word, as you meditate on his Word.  
   
God is going to preserve his Word anyway...it might as well be with us and those around us.  It’s amazing.  The Lord 
continues to speak through his Word to you, and he stands with you.  So we say with Samuel, Speak, Lord, your servant is 
listening.   


