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If you could build a church anywhere you want, where would you build it and why? You’d probably would choose a 

place where there aren’t a lot of WELS churches already or any churches.  You’d probably would choose a place 

where there’s people around or a place that’s growing. You’d also maybe consider is there a group of people already 

there who want to be served but aren’t. If you could build a church anywhere, where would you build?    

I think if you found that after doing some leg work, a certain town or city had a bunch of interested people in your 

church, and that people were asking you to build a church there, you’d say, “Here’s a good place…let’s start a church 

here.”  That’s what makes Jesus’ decision at the end of our lesson a little confusing.  Over these last few weeks you’ve 

heard what’s going on in Mark 1.   Jesus has begun his public ministry.  He’s called disciples to leave family and jobs to 

follow him.  He’s in Capernaum and has started to teach and preach.  He’s healing the sick and driving demons out of 

people.  And the chatter is starting.  “Have you heard about this guy named Jesus?  Have you heard the things he’s 

done? Have you heard him teach?  There’s something different about him.  He teaches with authority – even the evil 

spirits submit to his command.”  Then the chatter turns into more and more people showing up.  You get to this 

verse: “The whole town gathered at the door.” The whole town comes to see and hear this preacher. I’ve never had 

the whole town come to hear me preach. I can’t speak for Pastor Olson or Krause, but I’m pretty sure that’s the 

dream as a preacher.  This was a fantastic start to Jesus’ ministry. 

Then it happens.  Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 

solitary place, where he prayed.  Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him, they 

claimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”  Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can 

preach there also.  That is why I have come.” 

Can you imagine being Peter or one of the disciples?  You want to do what?  You want to leave?  Are you sure about 

that?  Everyone is looking for you, Jesus!  The whole town wants to hear you!  Jesus, why do you want to leave?  

Maybe this is a good place for us to set-up shop.  Jesus, maybe it would be good for you to go back to the house, and 

we’ll pass around the offering plate.  Jesus, maybe it would be easier for you and us if we go back and settle in here.  

Jesus, this is a good place for us to get comfortable.   

I like comfort in my life.  I like comfort in my life as a pastor.  I like a routine.  I like everything going according to plan.  

I like preaching and teaching.  I like serving people who like to be served with God’s Word.  But one question that I 

believe this text challenges me to consider is this:  Do I get too comfortable at times?  Do I ever get too comfortable in 

my life as a Christian and as a pastor?  Do you ever get too comfortable in your life as a follower of Jesus.  As a church, 

as a body of believers, do we ever get too comfortable?   

Let me explain what I mean by that.  There’s nothing wrong with getting into a routine. There’s nothing wrong with 

following a schedule.  When you come to worship, we want this place to be a comfortable place for all.  Because in 

this place we walk through those doors the same – broken sinners who come to receive grace and mercy from their 

Savior.  But do we ever get too comfortable in the mission that Jesus gives us?  Do we ever view St. Paul’s Onalaska as 

a place I go because I like some sort of external thing about it like what the sanctuary looks like or the guy who’s in 

the pulpit, and if that changes, well, I’m not going to be happy.  How about the daily callings that God gives you? As 

bosses and employees.  As parents, spouses, children.  As friends and neighbors.  Do you look at those callings as God-

given opportunities to live and share your faith (even when it may not be comfortable) or to serve ourselves?  

Last week, I heard a fellow pastor make a comment about time and talent surveys – it’s a sheet that church members 

fill out and they’re supposed to list the things they’re good at or interested in.  Those things can be really valuable and 

beneficial.  But this pastor made the point if everyone is doing the things they want to do, there’s going to be a lot 

that doesn’t get done because no one wants to do it.  That just doesn’t apply within the physical structure of a church 

but in all our callings.  God calls us at times to be uncomfortable in this world. God calls us to live and share our faith 

out in this hostile world and to do so with humility and kindness.  God calls his people to warn wandering sheep who 



are not living in line with his will.  God calls us to push our egos off to the side and let the love of Christ shine in our 

words and actions as we deal with people.  God calls us to not to be satisfied with serving people who want to be 

served with God’s Word but to also be eager to serve those who don’t want to be served or who don’t realize they 

need to be served with the gospel.        

I know my own heart, and I know the excuses my sinful nature likes to make when I get too comfortable in my life and 

in my service.  I know my sinful heart will tell me I’m too busy for personal devotion and prayer.  I know my sinful 

heart will tell me that I’m too busy and it’s ok if I neglect the other callings in my life.  I know my sinful nature wants 

me to ignore important, difficult work and just focus on things that maybe aren’t so important or pressing.  I know 

that my sinful heart cares only about me and making my life easy and comfortable. 

Then there’s Jesus.  Jesus does two main things in our lesson.  Very, early in the morning, he gets up and finds a quiet 

place, and he prays.  I’m reminded if the perfect Son of God makes this a priority, how much more don’t we need to?  

Time away.  Time away from cellphones and social media.  Time away from the stresses of ministry.  Time away from 

people and noise.  Time one and one with God.   

Then he does something else.  Peter exclaims to Jesus, “Hey, everyone’s looking for you.”  Jesus, this is great.  When 

you told me to follow you, I had no idea life was going to be this great and wonderful.  Let’s go back to the house.  

And then Jesus says this: “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also.  That is 

why I have come.” He takes time away to spend with his heavenly Father so that he can go back and serve more 

people.   

He does that because Jesus isn’t a comfortable Savior.  He didn’t come to be comfortable.  This is the same Savior 

who snuck away from the crowds who wanted to make him king by force.  This is the same Savior who said, “The Son 

of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  Jesus came not to be 

flattered but to be smitten, stricken, and afflicted.  Jesus came not to be praised but to become familiar with suffering 

and to lay down his life for us. Jesus came announcing and proclaiming the kingdom of God is here.  And he wanted 

all to know that – not just the people who wanted to be served by him.  Because he wasn’t thinking about himself.  He 

was thinking others.  He was thinking about you and me.   

Thank God for that!  Because you and I don’t need a comfortable Savior, and we don’t need a comfortable life.  We 

need a Savior who was unafraid to do what we needed.  We need a Savior who was unwilling to let fame and 

popularity get in the way of his work.  We need a Savior willing to travel to hell and back to rescue and to save us.  

Jesus says, “That is why I have come.”  He wanted all to know him and his grace. The Apostle Paul put it this way: 

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners of 

whom I am the worst.”  Christ Jesus came into this word to save sinners.  That’s why he came.   

This uncomfortable Savior had you on his mind.  And that’s why he came.  He came to live the perfect life we’ve failed 

to live.  He came to die the death that should have been ours.  He came to defeat our greatest enemy, and that’s 

exactly what he did on Easter Sunday so that death would no longer hold us.  So that we don’t need a comfortable life 

anymore.  We can become uncomfortable.  We can carry the crosses that get placed on us int his life.  We can talk to 

those brothers and sisters in Christ who are starting to stray from their Savior.  We can think not about what I want 

but what’s best for reaching lost souls with the gospel.  Because we already the one thing we need.  We have Jesus.  

We know his grace.  We know why he came.  He came to save a sinner like me.   

So take time away.  Like Jesus, spend it talking to your Father in heaven and hearing his Word.  Unlike Jesus, do so to 

be assured your sins are forgiven and you have peace with God.  And then carry out the callings God has given you 

with joy, not motivated by ease and comfort but motivated by Jesus’ love that asks the question, how can I serve the 

people God has placed in my life today?  Jesus hasn’t called us to be comfortable in this world, but that’s ok because 

he’s given you a greater comfort: in him your sins are forgiven.  You have peace with God.  That’s why he came.    


