
Mark 9:2-9 Glory Before the Cross, Cross Before the Glory 

2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was 
transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us 
put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 
7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 
8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept the matter 
to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant. 

 My brothers and sisters in Christ, if you were to pinpoint a recurring weakness which we witness in the Apostle Peter as we 
encounter him in the four Gospels which tell us the story of our Savior’s time on this earth, I think that recurring weakness which would 
come to mind is Peter’s propensity to speak and act before fully thinking it through.  After all, he was the disciple who, when he was 
witnessing Jesus being arrested late on Maundy Thursday night in the Garden of Gethsemane, rushed into the fray, drew his sword, and 
lopped off the ear of a Roman soldier.  And Jesus needed to rebuke Peter for his reckless behavior that was not in tune with God’s plan 
of salvation.  Peter was also the one who, six days previous to this story we just heard, when Jesus started predicting that he would soon 
be handed over to his enemies and be rejected and suffer and die-Peter was the one who piped up and rebuked Jesus for talking in such 
a way.  And Jesus needed to rebuke Peter, and with some pretty stern language, too.  Yes, Peter could be a little impulsive.  He tended 
to speak and act without thinking. 

 But you know something, today as we encounter Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration, I think we need to cut him some slack.  
Peter had trekked up a high mountain along with Jesus and the other disciples James and John.  As the events of that day unfolded, it 
was classic impulsive Peter.  He just hadn’t thought it through.  He said to Jesus, “Rabbi (Teacher), it is good for us to be here. Let us put 
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  In essence, what Peter was saying that day was something that you 
or your kids have thought after a really epic day-maybe after a big day on a family vacation: “This is amazing.  Let’s stay here forever.”  
This time, I’m not gonna’ blame Peter one bit for his impulsiveness.  After all, think of what Peter had just witnessed. 

 Peter, along with James and John, were seeing Jesus as they had never seen him before.  They were witnessing Jesus display the 
glory he has as the true God.  Of course, they had seen Jesus prove his divinity many times before.  They’d seen him do many amazing 
miracles.  They’d seen him raise people from the dead.  Amazing stuff.  But this was something else entirely.  Mark tells us that, “(Jesus) 
was transfigured before them.”  Jesus’ appearance was changed.  His clothes were a dazzling white.  St. Matthew tells us in his Gospel 
that Jesus’ face was shining like the sun.  This was Jesus pulling back the curtain, so to speak.  The true colors were on display.  Jesus was 
putting on display the glory he has as the one and only true God.  It was glory that he had always possessed.  He’d had it since the 
creation of the world, since way back in eternity.  But ever since Jesus had taken on human flesh and been born into our world, he’d 
hidden that glory, by and large.  Glory hidden in his humanity.   But here Jesus put on display his totally unique identity: fully human, for 
sure.  But also the God of glory. 

 And as if that wasn’t enough, Peter and James and John witnessed something more.  Suddenly there appeared with Jesus 
Moses and Elijah, the two greatest prophets of the Old Testament, prophets who had spent their lives foretelling the coming of the 
world’s Savior.  And now here they were, speaking with their Savior.  What an amazing proof for Peter and James and John that faith in 
Jesus leads to eternal life.  Those who believe in Jesus as their Savior live after they die.  Actually, that’s another one of the interesting 
aspects of the fact that it was Elijah and Moses that were here speaking with Jesus.  You might recall that Elijah never died here on this 
earth.  The Lord had come down from heaven in a chariot of fire and had taken Elijah to heaven in a whirlwind.  He never experienced 
death.  And Moses?  Well, he had died.  But we’re told that God himself buried Moses’ body after he died.  So isn’t it interesting that it’s 
Moses and Elijah who appear with Jesus here, alive-bodily alive!- speaking with Jesus.  I think the Lord is making a point to us about the 
certain hope we can have in Christ about our own personal bodily resurrection from the dead. 

 And as if that wasn’t enough, a cloud descends on all who were present and the voice of God the Father booms from the cloud: 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”  Could the Lord have been making it any clearer that Jesus is the true God, the One who 
lived in perfect obedience to his heavenly Father, the One in whom our heavenly Father was always pleased, the One who had the 
words of eternal life on his lips? 

 So I just don’t think we can hold it against Peter all that much for this particular impulsive outburst: “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  It’s as if Peter was saying, “This is it!  This is 
what we’ve been waiting for!  A glorious and powerful Messiah who’s gonna’ show this world who’s boss!  Lord, let’s just stay here.  This 
is so great!  We’ll pitch some tents for you and Moses and Elijah and we’ll just stay right here in this glorious moment forever.” 



 But that’s not what happened, was it?  The Father’s voice stopped booming.  The cloud disappeared.  Peter and James and John 
looked around, and suddenly Moses and Elijah were nowhere to be found.  And Jesus looked…normal…again.  And as they made their 
way down the mountain, Jesus tells these three disciples not to tell anyone about what they’ve seen, not until after he had risen from 
the dead-which, Mark goes on to note in the verses after our lesson, that that was a concept completely beyond the disciples at this 
point.  Rising from the dead?  What does Jesus mean by that? 

 You know, if I were Peter, I would have said the exact same thing.  I would have wanted to stay in that glorious moment and 
remain in the glorious presence of my Almighty God.  I would have wanted to stay.  I bet you would have, too.  But Jesus didn’t.  Why?  
Why wouldn’t Jesus want to remain in that moment where his true identity and his true glory were on full display? 

 Jesus didn’t want to stay because he knew he had work to do.  Work that wouldn’t look anything like what the disciples had just 
witnessed.  Work that wouldn’t look glorious at all.  Jesus was eager to leave that mountain of his transfiguration glory to go to a 
different mountain- a hill, to be more precise, which most likely lay a little northwest of Jerusalem, a hill called Golgotha, “the Place of 
the Skull.”  It was a well named place.  There would be no dazzling display of Jesus’ divinity on that hill like at the Transfiguration.  
Rather, it would be a gruesome display of gore and humiliation as Jesus, bloodied and beaten, is nailed to a cross. 

 That’s why Jesus wants to go down that mountain?  The stuff that would happen on that other hill, that’s what Jesus was eager 
to face?  Jesus leaves behind the glory to face the shame and the pain and the suffering of the cross?  Yup.  In fact, this had been the 
plan all along.  That is the big plan: God leaves behind the glories of his heavenly home and comes to earth and hides his glory and 
humbles himself to the point of suffering unthinkable pain and he dies.  And he does it because this is the only way our sins would be 
forgiven.  This is how we would be made God’s children.  This is how the glories of heaven would become ours forever. 

 This is how is has to be: Jesus knew that his cross needed to come before the glory-glory for him and glory for us.  The cross 
always needs to come before the glory.  And we need to remember that.  Make no mistake about it.  We have a glorious God.  Jesus’ 
transfiguration proves that.  And you and I have the eternal glory of heaven to look forward to.  Jesus’ transfiguration proves that, too.  
Even more so, Jesus’ glorious resurrection from the dead proves that we have a glorious home in heaven waiting for us after we die.  
That glory is ours. 

 But living in that glory and staying permanently in that glory?  That’s coming later.  Right now, it’s the cross.  In our lives, we 
carry crosses, just like Jesus did.  Now the crosses we bear in our lives are different from the cross Jesus bore.  Jesus’ cross is where he 
literally suffered hell for us.  His cross was far more painful than anything we will ever face.  His cross purchased us from sin and won us 
salvation.  Obviously, the crosses we bear are different.  The crosses we bear are any of the things that happen to us which would tempt 
us to question God’s goodness to us.  The crosses we bear are any of the things that put our faith to the test.  But they are painful and 
they certainly are unpleasant to experience. 

 And God allows those crosses to come upon us because they are good for us.  Just like Jesus’ cross is the ultimate good for us, 
so also are the crosses we bear good for us.  Because those crosses we bear keep us mindful of how much we need God and his 
presence and his strength and his forgiveness in our lives.  The crosses we bear help us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.  They remind us 
that we are in constant need of God’s mercy. 

 But this is where we so often get it wrong. See, we can be so quick to believe that crosses, those things that cause us struggle 
and pain, have no place in our lives.  And we start thinking, “God, why can’t things be easier in my life?  Why all this pain, why these 
struggles?  Why can’t we have the glory right now this minute?  Why can’t it be heaven on earth for me, Lord?  Lord, you don’t know 
what you’re doing?”  We can be so quick to begin to believe that we know better than God what’s good for us.  That’s idolatry.  And we 
are the idol that we worship.  When we rely on our own wisdom and think we know better than God and his wisdom?  That’s self-
worship on our part.  Lord, have mercy on us. 

 Give glory to God, he does.  Thank God that, the one who willingly and lovingly and selflessly set aside his glory to go to the 
cross to save us knows better than us what’s good for us.  He knows the crosses are good for us.  His cross saved us and assures us that 
glory is ours.  And he sends the crosses we bear because he loves us.  He sends those crosses because they help to focus us on the glory 
to come.  Trust that.  Trust that the crosses you bear are good for you.  God says so, and you can trust him. 

 And because we’ve got a Savior like this who loves us so much, you can be sure that one day you’re going to stand before him in 
all his glory. His clothes will dazzle and his face will shine like the sun.  And unlike Peter and James and John in our story today, we won’t 
be terrified. It’ll be amazing.  It’ll be perfect.  Literally.  And we’ll join Peter and James and John and Moses and Elijah and all our 
brothers and sisters in the faith around God’s throne in heaven.  And we’ll say, “It is good for us to be here.”  And we won’t ever have to 
come down from that mountain.  Amen. 


