
Luke 2:25-40 See Jesus with the Eyes of Faith 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss[d] your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four.[e] She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at 
that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of God was on him. 

 

 Have you ever seen that TV show “Undercover Boss?”  It’s a show the features a high level corporate 
executive, the CEO of a company, who disguises himself or herself and secretly takes a low-level job at his 
company and starts working with and getting trained by some of the employees to see how things really go in 
the workplace.  Certainly one of the compelling aspects of that show is seeing how those employees interact 
with their boss when they have no idea that that person is actually their boss.  The boss is right there in front 
of them, but that knowledge is hidden from the employees until, at the end of the show, the boss’s true 
identity is revealed. 

 You know, an “Undercover Boss” type of situation is what played out in the Holy Gospel this morning.  
Except that this account isn’t some reality TV show.  It was just reality.  This is the true story of the God-man 
Jesus-God in the flesh- coming to the temple in Jerusalem.  Here’s the background that will help put these 
events in context.  God spelled out in his Old Testament law that all the firstborn boys of the Israelites were to 
be brought to the temple when they were 40 days old to be dedicated to the Lord.  So Mary and Joseph, being 
pious and devout believers, brought their baby Jesus to the temple in obedience to God’s command. 
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And there’s a really neat significance to Jesus coming to the temple that day.  So, the temple in 
Jerusalem was the central place of worship in the Old Testament, right.  And why?  Because the temple was 
the place that represented God’s presence on earth.  In fact, the temple was the place where the glory of the 
Lord literally, physically dwelled for a time in the Old Testament.  The temple was the place where people 
came to be close to God. 

 But on this particular day, the people who came to that symbolic place of God’s presence here on 
earth got more than they bargained for.  Because on that day, God’s presence truly was in the temple.  Not in 
a symbolic way.  In a literal way.  Jesus, true God and true man, was literally in the temple that day, present 
among the people who had come, quite frankly, to worship him.  So we can say that Jesus is the fulfillment of 
God’s temple.  Jesus is the greatest way that God came to be close to his people on this earth. 

 The Boss had arrived, so to speak.  But most of the people in the Boss’s presence didn’t recognize it.  
Because the Boss didn’t look like the Boss that day.  To extend this metaphor a little further, the Boss was 
undercover; the Boss was dressed up like all the rest of the employees that day.  Undercover God.  To state it 
more directly, Jesus, the eternal God would have looked essentially no different than any of the other 40 day 
old Israelite boys who had been presented and dedicated to the Lord at the temple for centuries.  And no one 
there-besides Mary and Joseph- of course, would have known about this child’s true identity.  But God doesn’t 
want Jesus’ identity to remain a secret.  He wanted the Word to get out.  So God in his grace decided on this 
particular day to let two people, Simeon and Anna-two very blessed temple-goers….God let them behind the 
scenes to see the true identity of the Undercover Boss.  We’re going to focus especially on the Lord let Simeon 
see his Savior that day at the temple. 

 The Gospel writer Luke tells us that Simeon was a “righteous and devout” man.  Why is Simeon 
described like?  Well, St. Luke tells us.  See, he says that Simeon was “was waiting for the consolation of 
Israel.”  That’s just another way of saying that Simeon was a believer, someone who put his faith in the fact 
that God would fulfill his promise to bring comfort and consolation to Israel by providing a Savior for Israel.  
Simeon was waiting to see the day when the world’s Redeemer from sin would come.  And Simeon believed 
that because, as it says, “the Holy Spirit was upon him.”  God the Holy Spirit is the one who worked that 
saving faith in Simeon’s heart.  And on top of the blessing of faith which the Holy Spirit had given to Simeon, 
the Holy Spirit, furthermore, had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he saw this Savior with his 
own eyes.  Amazing! 

 And on the fortieth day of Jesus’ life, the Lord’s Word to Simeon was fulfilled.  It says that Simeon was 
“moved by the Spirit” and “went into the temple courts.  When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for him what the custom of the Law required, (Simeon) took (Jesus) in his arms and praised God.”  The Holy 
Spirit revealed Undercover God to Simeon.  What an amazing gift that God the Holy Spirit gave to Simeon. 

 So, I think it’s important to keep this in mind: Simeon had a privileged place in God’s plan of salvation.  
After all, the Holy Spirit revealed very directly to Simeon truths about Jesus’s identity.  Somehow the Holy 
Spirit must have directly told Simeon that he would meet Jesus before he died.  And the Holy Spirit directed 
Simeon to the exact place at the exact time where the Christ Child would be found.  That’s cool.  That’s 
special.  But finally, none of those special privileges which Simeon received was essential for Simeon’s eternal 



life.  What was absolutely essential is that Simeon come to know that child’s true identity and the saving work 
that child would grow up to do. 

 In fact, that saving work and the results of Christ’s saving work are things about which Simeon spoke 
that day in the temple.  After he had sung a song of praise to God, as he held his very salvation in his arms, 
Simeon looked into mother Mary’s eyes and said, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  Now Simeon is showing that the Holy Spirit had 
blessed him in another way.  As Simeon speaks these words, the Holy Spirit has made him a prophet, speaking 
about how Jesus’ true identity would be received in the future. 

Jesus’ true identity would be revealed to some and they would believe it, by God’s grace, and be saved.  
But Jesus’ identity would be revealed to others, and they would reject him.  That’s the difference between 
spending eternity in heaven or in hell-knowing and embracing Jesus’ true identity.  That’s what Simeon was 
getting at when he said that the child he was holding would “cause the falling and rising of many in Israel.”   
In fact, some of those who fell because of Jesus were the Jewish religious leaders who were responsible for 
putting Jesus’ to death.  The very act that saves everyone was brought about by people to whom God had 
clearly revealed Jesus’ identity but had rejected who Jesus was.  Those enemies had Jesus nailed to the cross-
an act that Mary would one day witness.  That’s what Simeon was talking about when he said to Mary, “A 
sword will pierce your own soul, too.”  The thoughts of the hearts of those enemies of Jesus were clearly 
revealed when they had Jesus put to death. 

 So let’s think about this question for a moment.  Why are the thoughts of our hearts different?  Why is 
that that when the Undercover God’s true identity and his saving work on the cross is revealed to us, that we 
believe it and accept it?  Why will it cause our rising?  You know, sometimes we fall into the trap of assuming 
that we believe in Jesus because we were just smart enough to figure this thing out.  Perhaps we especially 
have that thought when we are talking to someone who has not embraced Jesus’ true identity and we end up 
thinking to ourselves, “Why can’t they figure it out?  How can they be so blind to the facts?  Why can’t they 
see what I clearly see about Jesus ?”  And maybe we start to pat ourselves on the back for the intellectual 
acumen that we had to come to the realization that Jesus Christ is our Lord. 

 That’s a wrongheaded way of thinking.  Because we didn’t figure this salvation thing out on our own.  
We didn’t come to these conclusions about Jesus our Savior by our own reason or strength.  We can’t.  
Because on our own, we’re just as blind and lost as the unbeliever.  On our own, Jesus’ true identity is be 
revealed to us and we do with that information the equivalent of what the Jewish religious leaders who put 
Jesus to death did.  On our own, we would never see Jesus for who is truly is.  On our own, we can’t come to 
faith in Jesus.  I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing, by my own reason or strength, believe in 
Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him.  Because on my own-on our own-we are too spiritually blind and 
spiritually dead to do so. 

 But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel.  Why do you and I believe in Jesus?  We have faith in 
Jesus in the very same way that Simeon came to know that his Savior was in the temple that day.  The Holy 
Spirit revealed this to us.  And not only did the Holy Spirit reveal Jesus’ true identity to us.  The Holy Spirit gave 
us hearts of faith to believe in Jesus and his identity as true God and true man and in the saving work he did on 



the cross.  That’s it.  That’s the bottom line.  And he did that work of bringing you to faith and keeping your 
faith in Christ strong through the Word. 

 Many of you can’t remember a time when you didn’t know Jesus loved you and died for you to give 
you eternal life.  I can’t remember a time like that.  Many of you can’t remember a time when you weren’t in 
church at Christmastime, rejoicing in your Savior’s birth.  Please see that as an amazing gift of God’s grace, 
that God put people in your life-probably parents-who knew you needed the Holy Spirit’s work in your heart 
so that you would see Jesus with the eyes of faith.  And for those of you who can remember a time when you 
didn’t know Jesus and believe in him, consider it pure grace that God sent someone into your life or ordered 
events in your life that led you down a path to have an encounter with the Holy Spirit’s saving power in the 
Word.  Thank God that we are modern day Simeon’s, whose eyes have been opened by the Spirit, so that now 
for us, God is no longer Undercover God.  Thank God that you see Jesus’ true identity clearly, so that one day, 
when you are closing your eyes in death, you will be able to say along with Simeon, “Sovereign Lord, as you 
have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes of seen your salvation.” And may 
the Spirit continue to open eyes of faith to see those truths found in God’s Word alone.  Amen. 

 


