
Hebrews 11:1-2,31 Rehab’s Story is a Tale of Unexpected Choices 

 I know how it must have looked.  Of all the places in Jericho where we could have stayed 
when we were sent there on a secret mission by our leader Joshua, our choice of lodging must 
have seemed a little shady.  On the surface, it probably would have looked ungodly and 
unsanctified.  Especially in light of the fact that we were sent to Jericho to carry out a plan set in 
place by the Lord himself.  So when you hear that my fellow Israelite spy and I decided to stay 
at the house of a prostitute named Rehab?...well, I understand if it makes you raise your 
eyebrows or blush a little bit.  That probably seems like an unexpected choice.  But this story 
about the prostitute Rehab is a story filled with unexpected choices.  Let me explain what I 
mean by that. 

 First of all, I should give you a little background.  Like I said, I was one of the two Israelite 
spies sent by Joshua to check out the Promised Land of Canaan, especially the city of Jericho.  
This all happened not long after Moses had died and the Lord had appointed Joshua to be the 
new leader of the Israelites, the one who would lead the Israelites into the land the Lord had 
promised would be our inheritance.  And we were right on the doorstep of that Promised Land.  
We were camped at Abel Shittim on the east side of the Jordan River, just east of the land of 
Canaan, not too far from the first great city we would encounter in that land, the city of Jericho.  
Our conquest of the Promised Land, which would happen by the power and grace of God alone, 
was about to begin. 

 But even though the Lord was going to deliver Jericho-and all the Promised Land, really-
into our hands in a miraculous way….And you heard last week in church how God gave us 
victory over the city of Jericho when he made the walls come tumbling down.  You know, even 
though God was going to give us victory over Jericho through no might of our own, that part of 
the plan hadn’t yet been revealed to Joshua and to us.  That’s why Joshua sent two of us 
Israelites as spies into the land of Jericho.  This was a reconnaissance mission.  We were 
supposed to scope the city out and report back to Joshua so that a battle plan could be 
developed. 

 And that’s one of the reasons why we made this unexpected choice to stay at the home 
of a prostitute when my fellow spy and I entered into that city of Jericho.  Actually, there are a 
number of reasons why we made that unexpected choice.  And none of the reasons have to do 
with impure and seedy motives on our part.  We were a mission that was holy to the Lord, after 
all.  We were devoted to serving his glory as we entered Jericho.  And, after all, Rehab had been 
a prostitute in her former life.  But by the time we entered into her home, she was a changed 
woman, a changing woman.  More on that later.  But yeah, my fellow spy and I made this 
unexpected choice of staying at a prostitute’s home because, well, number one, we were spies.  
We were undercover.  We needed to keep a low profile.  We didn’t want to draw attention to 
ourselves.  So, as unfortunate as the reality is, we figured two young travelers in a strange city 
stopping by the red light district probably wouldn’t have seemed all that suspicious to the 
residents of Jericho.  And since Rehab’s home was built right into the structure of Jericho’s 



highly fortified city wall, we figured that, if there was trouble and if we needed to, we could 
have made a quick escape.  We weren’t going to have to figure out how to escape from the 
middle of the city.  We were ready to make a quick getaway. 

 But finally, even though we had a lot of sound reasons for this seemingly unexpected 
choice to stay at this prostitute Rehab’s house, that wasn’t the biggest reason why we ended up 
staying there.  The biggest reason we ended up at Rehab’s house was because Rehab was God’s 
choice.  God had chosen Rehab as one of his own. And God had special purposes in mind for 
how he was going to use Rehab to bring his people big victory to his people. 

 And the fact that God had chosen Rehab as his own and had changed her heart is 
something that came out pretty quickly after we had entered her home.  As it turned out, our 
efforts to keep a low profile by staying at a prostitute’s house didn’t work that well.  Our cover 
had been blown.  Some of the people of Jericho discovered that we were Israelite spies, and it 
was reported to the leader of the city of Jericho.  So the leader of Jericho sent some men to 
Rehab’s house, demanding that she turn us over to the authorities.  But Rehab showed where 
her allegiances now lay.  She had hidden us out of sight in the stalks of flax that made up the 
roof of her home.  She told the soldiers that we had been to her home, but that we had taken 
off and had went back east toward the Jordan.  She sent those men on a wild goose chase.  
Now, you can debate the morality of what she did.  She lied to those government officials after 
all.  Maybe that’s a topic you can take up in your Bible study with Pastor Ehlke this week.  But 
the bottom line is this: Rehab wanted to preserve our lives.  She didn’t want to see us put to 
death.  And the end doesn’t always justify the means.  But the value that Rehab placed on our 
lives is commendable.  And the reason she didn’t want to see us put to death is amazing. 

 You know, it’s actually quite the contrast.  When the men of Jericho had left her house 
and Rehab brought us down from our hiding place to speak with us, she reported to us how the 
residents of Jericho were filled with fear because they knew these people the Israelites were 
camped just down the road, and they had heard how everyone in Israel’s way over the last 
forty years had been mowed down.  Those people of Jericho were terrified of us Israelites and 
our God.  But Rehab wasn’t.  Because something had changed inside her heart.  She had come 
to know something amazing. 

It comes out in the things that she says, “I know that the Lord has given you this land.” 
and then she says that our God “is the God of heaven and earth.”  Rehab talked about our God 
as the God who is ruler over everything.  Rehab spoke about how she knew that that one true 
God was on the side of us Israelites.  She knew and believed that God was going to do for us 
Israelites exactly what he gracious promised he would do for us as his covenant people. 

And maybe most significantly, she kept on calling our God “the Lord.”  That’s no generic 
name for God.  The Lord is God’s personal name.  It’s the name that God revealed and 
explained to Moses on the top of Mt. Sinai years earlier, when the Lord explained that his name 
is the “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, showing love to thousands, and 



forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and sin” (Exodus 34:5-6).  “The Lord” is the name that means 
that our God is the God of free and faithful love, a God who shows mercy and gives forgiveness 
to sinners.  Rehab had come to believe in the one true Savior God.  She had faith in the 
promises of God’s salvation-a salvation which would come into the world through the nation of 
Israel.  See, even though Rehab was a Gentile, a non-Jew, she had become an Israelite at heart, 
so to speak.  And what I mean by that is that she shared the same faith in the Lord as us 
Israelites.  And for that reason she wanted to be included in the people of Israel.  That’s pretty 
apparent when she asked us to make a covenant with her and her family, that we Israelites 
would spare her and her family when the Lord gave the city into our hands.  And that’s exactly 
what happened, right?  When the walls of Jericho came tumbling down, Joshua made certain 
that Rehab and her family were spared.  Rehab had a faith in her heart that showed itself in her 
words and her actions.  That’s finally, why she ends up in this great Heroes of Faith chapter in 
the book of Hebrews.  The writer of Hebrews said, “By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she 
welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.” (Hebrews 11:31) Her 
faith is remarkable, isn’t it?  It’s such amazing proof of the grace of our God. 

And that’s something that we should pause to consider for a moment.  You know, I 
mentioned before, the choice which my fellow spy and I made to stay at this prostitute Rehab’s 
house might have seemed unexpected at first.  But I spoke previously about some of the more 
practical, tactical reasons why we made that seemingly unexpected choice.  We had good 
reasons to stay in Jericho where we stayed. 

But I mentioned that the big reason why we ended up staying at Rehab’s house was because 
Rehab was God’s choice.  And that choice by God even more unexpected than our choice of 
lodging.  Because there is no reasonable and rational explanation for the Lord’s choice of 
Rehab.  Think about that.  Rehab isn’t just a non-Jew who was outside of God’s choice of his Old 
Testament people.  She wasn’t just a Gentile.  She was a Gentile prostitute.  She was a woman 
who had devoted her life’s work to the selling and abusing of her body.  She was someone 
whose former religion and worship were wrapped up in illicit sex.  She was a woman who had 
just fallen into a sexual sin.  She was embracing a sexually sinful lifestyle.  Out of all the people 
God could have chosen, why did God choose the prostitute Rehab? 

There’s no logical, intellectually satisfying answer to that question.  The only answer to 
give is, that’s just who our God is.  The Lord.  The God of free and faithful love, who shows love 
to thousands, who forgives wickedness, rebellion, and sin.  The Lord has made it his habit of 
choosing the most unlikely candidates to be his adopted spiritual children.  People like you and 
me. 

And that’s so important for us to remember.  It’s so easy for us to starting thinking that 
we’re a part of God’s family because God saw something redeemable in us, that there is 
something morally exceptional about us and that’s why we are the Christians that we are, that 
we’re just a cut above the rest.  Absolutely not.  God sees us just as he saw Rehab.  He sees our 
sexual sins.  He sees our immoral lusts and our moral weaknesses.  He sees lives marred with 



wandering from his ways.  And he even sees our self-righteous sense of spiritual entitlement, 
that way of thinking that we’ve got this child of God thing coming to us.  He sees our every fault 
and every ugly sin.  And yet he chose us to be his own.  And he did it for all the same reasons 
that he chose Rehab.  Grace.  That’s it.  Saved because, and only because of God’s undeserved 
love for us that is found at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

And if you need more proof of how serious God is about saving sinners like Rehab and 
you and me, then consider where else Rehab’s name pops up in the pages of the Bible.  Among 
a couple other places, Rehab’s name shows up in Matthew chapter 1, in the genealogy of our 
Savior.  Matthew tells us that Rehab ended up marrying an Israelite man by the name of 
Salmon.  And Salmon and Rehab had a son named Boaz.  And Boaz ends up marrying another 
well-known non-Jewish woman, Ruth.  And a few more generations down the line, King David is 
mentioned.  So Rehab is King David’s great, great grandmother.  And that genealogy continues 
until you arrive at one born to Joseph and a virgin named Mary, our Savior Jesus, who gave his 
life so that we would have victory-eternal victory-over our enemies. Like I said before, God 
chose to use Rehab to bring us victory-big victory, eternal victory-over our enemies.   

Thank God that God makes unexpected choices like that, like he did with Rehab.  God’s 
unexpected choice is the reason we have eternal victory in Christ.  Praise him for his 
unexpected choice.  Thank him that you live your life just as Rehab did-by faith in his gracious 
promises to save.  Amen. 

 


