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It wasn’t the best battle plan, was it? At least maybe in our own minds. Think back to our first lesson from Joshua 5-6.  The 

Israelites had wandered in the wilderness for 40 years after the Lord had rescued them slavery in Egypt, and now the Lord told 

them to go into the promised land of Canaan.  And so they go, and they’re going to fight their enemies under the leadership of 

Joshua.  They head towards a city called Jericho, ready to fight, ready to go to battle. 

Some of you might be familiar with this account.  If that’s true of you, just forget it for a second and imagine listening to this 

account for the very first time.  The first thing that gets mentioned in Joshua chapter 6 is that Jericho was all locked up.  No one 

came in and out of the city.  It seems like it’s not going to be an easy fight.   

But the Lord has a battleplan for Joshua and the Israelites.  I want you to listen to this plan.  The Lord tells Joshua – this is what I 

want you to do.  I want your soldiers to march around the city once a day for six straight days, and I want them to be quiet while 

they do that.  I also want you to have seven priests carry ram horns in front of the ark of the covenant as it goes around the city, 

and I want them to blow their trumpets.  But have the rest of the people be quiet. So do that for six days.  One time each day.  

And then on the 7th day, I want you to do it again, but instead of once, I want you to march around the city 7 times.  When the 

priests are done blowing their trumpets, I want you to have everyone shout.  That’s the plan.  And when that happens, the walls 

will come tumbling down, and you’ll be victorious.   

Hmm…ok?  I’m not a military expert, but that doesn’t sound like a great plan, does it?  How would you react if you were a soldier 

in the Israelite army?  The Lord has not called us to do anything quite like that today – he hasn’t called us to march over to La 

Crescent and march around the town for seven days in a row.  Yet, he has called us to battle, and he’s given us a battleplan.  He’s 

given his Church, all believers in Christ a battleplan.  Our battle is not against flesh and blood, but it’s against sin and Satan.  

What’s the battleplan he’s given you and me?  Maybe we think of these verses: Matthew 28 – “Go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  Or these words from Mark 16: “Go 

into all the world, and preach the good news.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.  Whoever does not believe will 

be condemned.”  

This is a battleplan you probably have heard before, but imagine hearing it for the very first time.  Jesus after his resurrection, not 

long before his ascension into heaven, tells his Church, he tells you and me, that I want you to go into all the world, and I want you 

to make disciples, and this is how you’re going to do it:  You’re going to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.  You’re going to 

use water and baptize people in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You’re going to teach them everything that I’ve 

commanded you.  It’s time to go to battle, and I’ve given you the tools that will change people’s hearts and silence Satan.   

That’s an interesting battleplan, isn’t it?  Jesus sends us into this hostile world, he sends us into this world that hates Christ, with 

water and the Word.  Do you ever wish that Jesus gave us another battleplan?  Do you ever think that his battleplan isn’t really 

going to work?  Do you ever get scared to go to battle?   

Why? Because there’s still a battle being waged inside our hearts.  Divided by a love for the Savior but also love for ease and 

comfort.  Divided by a love for souls but also a reluctance to put ourselves on the battlefield.  Divided by an appreciation for God’s 

grace in Christ but also doubting whether the tools Jesus has given us are really going to work. So we often become timid. 

It was a strange battle plan for Joshua and the Israelites, and the Lord sends us into the world with a battleplan and weapons that 

don’t look all that extraordinary.  So how was it possible for Joshua and the Israelites to follow such a plan.  Hebrews 11, of 

course, says “by faith.”  By trusting in the Lord.  I’ve said it before this summer – their faith was not a blind faith.  It wasn’t a faith 

where Joshua said, “Ok, God has told us to attack Jericho…he hasn’t told us what to do, but don’t worry I’ve come up this crazy 

plan on my own.”  Joshua’s faith was not careless – he actually did send spies into the city to check things out before the Lord told 

him what the plan was going to be. Joshua and the Israelites’ faith was in something specific, something solid – their faith was in 

God’s clear Word and instruction to them.  This was God’s plan, and he told them exactly what to do.  They trusted the Lord. 

Where did Joshua’s confidence come from?  Verse 2 God says to him, “I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 

king and its fighting men.”  It’s already as good as done.  Joshua’s confidence came from the Word of the Lord, something that he 

had been hearing repeatedly through their journey.  Right before our lesson, we’re even told how Joshua saw someone with a 

sword in his hand and he identifies himself as the commander of the army of the Lord.  There’s some question here – some think 

this is a created angel that God sends to Joshua.  But it’s interesting, this commander of the Lord sounds more than an angel – he 

doesn’t talk for the Lord, he talks as the Lord, and Joshua bows down and worships, something that’s only designed for the Lord.  



That’s led some to conclude this commander of the Lord’s army is the Lord himself or maybe even the Son of God, Christ before 

he came into this world.  Regardless, the message the Lord gave to Joshua was loud and clear: “as commander of the army of the 

Lord, I have now come.”  The ark of the covenant too was a central part of this plan – the ark of the covenant was a picture of the 

Lord’s presence with his people that he was coming to rescue and save.  That’s what gave them confidence. 

In that phrase, we see the grand theme of Scripture – The Lord has come.  He comes to rescue and to save.  Last week, we heard 

how God rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt – and that’s one of the things he tells Moses: So I have come down to rescue 

them from the hand of the Egyptians (Exodus 3:8).  Now as the Israelites are heading into battle, this commander of the Lord’s 

army announces to Joshua that he has come.  That theme is certainly fitting when we think about Jesus.  One of the names given 

to Jesus is the name Immanuel which means God with us.  In the person of Jesus, God has come to rescue and save.  His 

battleplan to do so looked rather foolish.  It included suffering, rejection, and the shame of the cross.  But as Jesus marched to 

battle for us, he has defeated our greatest enemies, he’s defeated sin, death, and Satan.  The Bible tells that us that we are now 

more than conquerors through him who loved us.   His victory is your victory.  The Lord has come!   

That’s what makes God’s deliverance so amazing – at the end of the day, whether it was the Israelites at the Red Sea where God 

tells them to be still, or whether it’s Joshua at Jericho where he tells them to march around the city for seven days, or whether it’s 

our greatest deliverance from sin and death through Christ, it’s not a victory that we earn or accomplish, but it’s the Lord who 

gives the victory…all glory goes to him. Because on the 7th day, the walls came tumbling down.  It’s clear it wasn’t the Israelites’ 

marching abilities or that they could blast those trumpets so loud, the Lord gave them that victory. The Lord came to save.       

The same is true as we go to battle as his Church in this world.  God has given us a battle plan as Christians.  He tells us to go into 

the world and connect people to Jesus.   How do we connect people to Jesus?  Jesus is clear about that.  We connect people to 

Jesus through what we call the means of the grace – the gospel message in Word and Sacrament.  The Bible says baptism saves, 

baptism washes away sin, baptism connects people to Jesus, not because of the water, not because of the pastor, but because the 

Word of God is present and is powerful.  The Bible says that unbelieving hearts of stone by nature are dead and unable to make a 

decision for Christ, but the Holy Spirit uses the gospel message in Word and Sacrament to knock down stronger walls than Jericho.  

He knocks down those walls of unbelief and hostility toward God, and he changes hearts. I thank God for that because it takes the 

pressure off.  Because our job is simply to share Jesus with those around us, and it’s the Holy Spirit who rescues and delivers 

people from their sin.   

You know, even though this battleplan may seem foolish, even though people do reject this message, we can think of plenty of 

examples of how God has brought souls into his kingdom through the saving message of Christ.  We can think of the hundreds, 

the thousands of souls who’ve been baptized here and through their baptism they’ve been clothed with Christ.  We can think of 

the many ways people stay connected to Jesus here in our ministry – here at church, Bible Class, our Lutheran School, or Sunday 

School.  We can think about those who were brought to faith through a starting point class, or by someone simply sharing the 

gospel.  But perhaps, maybe the best place to look is how the gospel has changed us personally.  The Apostle Paul once wrote: 

Here’s a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners of whom I am the 

worst (1 Timothy 3:15).  That’s something each of us can say.  That’s something I can say.  Because I know my sin better than 

anyone else.  Because I know the sin that I personally struggle with.  Because I know the sin that Satan likes to throw in my face.  

Yet, we look to Christ, we see an everlasting love, we see grace and forgiveness, we see a great and wonderful battleplan that 

took him to the grave and back, we see a Savior who came to rescue and save. 

Today we have the privilege of installing four teachers for our school, and I especially think of the Paskes – Mr. Paske who’s 

serving here at St. Paul’s and Mrs. Paske who’s serving at our sister school Christ-St. John’s.  They’ve been working hard to get 

ready for this strange school year, but I pray you remember first and foremost you are called to share Jesus and his Word with the 

people you serve.  The encouragement is really for all of us in all the different callings he has given us.  Our teachers in our school 

are wonderful servants in so many ways and teach different subjects, but the most important thing about our school is that 

children get to hear about their Savior every day.  I think of parents at home who do so much for their kids in their upbringing, and 

the most important thing they do is to connect them to their Savior.  I think of all our callings – as neighbors, as employers, as 

family members, that we’re blessings in many ways, and yet the most important thing we can do is to let the love of Christ show in 

our words and actions and connect people to Jesus.   

My friends, Christ has called us to battle. Not to change hearts but to share his saving love with a fallen and broken world.  While 

this battle is fierce, Christ has given us everything that we need. Most importantly, for us broken by our own sin, he’s given us his 

grace and mercy.  So let’s go and fight.  Amen.  


