
Acts 3:12-20 The Easter Effect: Peace for Troubled 
Consciences 

 Back when I served as a pastor in Overland Park, 
Kansas, I also had the opportunity to serve on our synod’s 
Board for Home Missions.  So a couple times a year I flew 
from Kansas City to Milwaukee to attend meetings at our 
synod’s headquarters in Waukesha.  And I remember, 
especially the first couple times, I felt like a very 
inexperienced business traveler as I boarded the plane.  
Because you’ve got your suitcase in one hand and your 
briefcase in another and your jacket tucked under your 
arm and you’re working to fight all those things down 
that narrow aisle of the airplane, and then the briefcase 
strap would get caught on the armrest and then you’d get 
that freed and then you’d open up the overhead 
compartment and the other people’s luggage starts to 
shift around on you as you try to muscle your own bag up 
in that compartment.  And right about that time the 
briefcase strap would get caught on the armrest again 
and the wrestling match would start all over.  I’m sure my 
amateur ways were amusing to the more seasoned 
travelers on that plane.  Or maybe it was just aggravating 
for them. 

 In any case, the way I felt when I was boarding 
that plane is the way-I think-many people, some of us 
included, end up going through life.  We feel like we are 
always carting around heavy baggage.  There’s always 
something that’s weighing us down and getting us caught 
up.  We’re carrying burdens that we just can’t seem to 
shake.  Maybe it’s the burden of having failed people 
close to us, or the burdens of abusing our bodies-drinking 
too much, eating too much, eating too little.  Maybe it’s 
using God’s gift of sex in a disgraceful way.  Maybe it’s 
the things in the past that you wish you could forget but 
they just keep coming back to haunt you.  Maybe it’s the 
things you did wrong just in this past week.  The burdens 
and baggage of our sins.  And we adding to that baggage 
is the thought inside of us that we have to keep carrying 
those burdens, that they’re always going to be there to 
weigh us down and trip us up and that’s just the way it 
has to be. 

The Jewish folks in the account before us today 
from Acts 3 could relate.  This story takes place in the 
weeks and months after Easter.  It actually took place just 
a little while after the day of Pentecost, which was 50 
days after Easter Sunday.  So this is all happening not long 
after Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven 
and the Holy Spirit had been sent upon the Apostles on 
the day of Pentecost.  The first half of Acts 3, which is the 
part of this story right before this lesson open in front of 

us, tells us of something amazing that had happened at 
the temple that day.  The Apostles Peter and John had 
done to the temple and, on their way in, encountered a 
crippled man at the temple gate called Beautiful, begging 
for money.  And Peter gave that man something much 
better than a gift of money.  He gave him the gift of 
healing.  Peter reach out his hand and took this crippled 
man by the hand and the crippled man leapt to his feet.  
His body had been made strong.  And that miracle 
obviously drew a crowd.  The temple goers, after all, had 
encountered this man begging at this gate many times 
before.  It was apparent that something miraculous had 
just taken place.  So the crowd starts to gather around 
Peter and John.  And Peter sees this as opportunity to 
proclaim the most important message to this crowd to 
temple worshippers.  That, after all, was one of the big 
reasons why God gave the Apostles the ability to do 
miracles like this.  The miracle drew attention to the 
Apostles so that the Apostles then had an audience to 
share life-changing news. 

 So this is how Peter begins his address to this 
crowd of onlookers.  He said, “Fellow Israelites, why 
does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by 
our own power or godliness we had made this man 
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God 
of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus.”  Now, 
notice that Peter is very quick to make sure that he 
doesn’t get credit for the miracle that was just done.  He 
wants people to know that it was God who is responsible 
for this miracle.  And in making that point about the 
source of this crippled man’s healing, Peter also works to 
establish a point of commonality with his hearers.  He 
said it was “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
God of our fathers,” who did this miracle.  Peter wants 
these people to know that they worship the same God.  It 
was the very God that they had come to the temple to 
worship that day that had done this miracle. 

 But then Peter got more specific about who that 
God is.  He said, “The God of our fathers has glorified his 
servant Jesus…..It is Jesus’ name and the faith that 
comes through him that has completely healed him, as 
you can all see.”  Peter makes is very clear that this 
miracle was done by the power of the true God, the God 
they had come to that temple to worship, and the name 
of that true God…was Jesus.  And that’s where the 
baggage starts to pile up and get heavy on the shoulders 
of those in that crowd. 

 Because Peter makes it clear that many in the 
crowd were very familiar with who Jesus was.  This was 
not their first encounter with Jesus.  Peter didn’t pull any 



punches, did he?  He said, “The God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his 
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you 
disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to 
let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked that a murderer be released to 
you. 15 You killed the author of life.”  Some of those folks 
in that crowd at the temple that day were the very ones 
who had gathered outside the palace of the Roman 
governor Pontius Pilate just a couple months earlier.  
They were the ones who, when Pilate asked which one to 
release-Jesus or Barabbas, the crowd shouted, “Give us 
Barabbas!”  And about Jesus, they shouted, “Crucify 
him!”   

 “You killed the author of life.”  Can you imagine 
coming to grips with that?  Jesus, the one responsible for 
this miracle they had just witnessed, was the Author of 
Life.  He’s the Creator God, the maker of all things, seen 
and unseen.  He’s the one who took on human flesh for 
us.  “You put him to death,” Peter said.  “You’re 
responsible for killing God.”  The baggage of guilt that 
that crowd was now carrying?  Oh my. 

 And maybe we’re tempted to think, “What are 
you doing, Peter?  Talking to strangers like this?  Who 
would be so bold?”  But before we start thinking that 
way, remember these things.  Peter was only saying what 
was true, and they were truths which no doubt had 
already been on the minds of many of the people on that 
day.  I’m sure that at least some of those in that crowd 
already had consciences that were burdening them about 
what had happened to Jesus and their role in it.  And 
finally, this is the most important point here: Peter didn’t 
confront this crowd with these uncomfortable truths 
because he wanted to bury them in the baggage of the 
guilt of their sin.  Just the opposite was true. 

And what Peter says next is the key to 
understanding what those people were to do with all the 
baggage of guilt they were carrying.  Peter said, “You 
killed the author of life, but God raised him from the 
dead.  We are witnesses of this….Repent then, and turn 
to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times 
of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may 
send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you-even 
Jesus.”  How did Peter bring peace to consciences 
burdened with a terrible guilt?  To put it in the terms we 
are using in this Easter worship series, Peter presented to 
that crowd the Easter effect.  To give peace, Peter 
pointed this guilt-stricken crowd to the risen Christ. 

Jesus’ death had paid for this sin which the 
people in that crowd had committed.  Which, by the way, 
is kind of ironic, right?  The very murderous act that was 
burdening the consciences of those Jews was also the 
very act that paid for their sin.  Jesus’ death has paid for 
every sin every committed.  But there is no assurance of 
that without Easter Sunday at the empty tomb.  The 
Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 4:25, “(Jesus) was 
delivered over to death for our sins, and was raised to 
life for our justification.”  You know, Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead is spoken about in the Scriptures in two 
different ways.  Sometimes, the Scriptures make clear 
that Jesus raised himself from the dead.  And sometimes, 
such as in Romans 4:25, and such as how Peter speaks 
about the resurrection in his Acts 3 sermon, it emphasizes 
that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead.  Now, 
both statements are true.  Both ways are ways that God 
speaks in his Word.  But those two ways of speaking 
emphasizing different points.  For instance, stating that 
Jesus raised himself from the dead emphasizes that the 
resurrection proves that Jesus is the true God (because 
only God could take his own life back from the dead.)  
Furthermore, emphasizing that Jesus raised himself from 
the dead also assures us that Jesus most definitely also 
has the power to raise us from the dead.  And he will. 

But when the Scriptures emphasize what Peter 
says here, that God the Father raised Jesus from the 
dead, it’s meant to emphasize this: God the Father has 
accepted the payment that Jesus made for our sins.  On 
Good Friday, Jesus shouted, “It is finished,” meaning that 
the debt of our sins had been paid in full.  On Easter 
Sunday, when God the Father raised Jesus from the dead, 
it was God the Father’s way of saying, “Yup, that’s true.  
I’ve accepted the payment my Son has made.  I’m 
declaring the world not guilty of their sin.” 

That’s the Easter effect.  And do you see what 
that means for you, practically speaking?  It means you 
don’t have to cart any of that baggage of guilt around 
with you in your life anymore.  That baggage is gone.  It’s 
been checked.  Someone else has carried it for you.  Jesus 
did.  He took it on himself on the cross.  And you never 
have to handle that baggage again.  It’s gone for good.  
God the Father says so.  The empty tomb is his very 
powerful statement. 

Live with that peace.  And proclaim that peace to 
as many people as you can, like Peter did.  Alleluia!  Christ 
is risen.  Rejoice in the effect which the risen Christ has 
on your unburdened conscience.  Amen. 


