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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's Word and 
sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive his 

gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  

 

With summer coming to an end and more and more of a return to normal happens, we'll be thinking about the 

importance of gathering in-person as a family of believers. This week, we'll be focusing on the blessings of corporate 

worship and the importance of going to the house of the Lord. 

 

 

 

Theme: God’s People Gather—The Blessings of Corporate Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Thursday organist: Wendy Schibbelhut 

Thursday singer: Mimi Richmond 

Sunday organist: Elaine Zierke 

Sunday singers: The Olson Family 
 

Service of the Word ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on 

the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “Oh, How Good It Is” Keith Getty, Stuart Townend, Kristyn Getty, Elliott Ross 

Holmes 
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Service of the Word  

The WELS CONNECTION will be shown prior the service.  

BELLS AND WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: (spoken) Amen.  

P:  I was glad when they said to me,  

C:  Let us go to the house of the Lord!  

P:  That you would allow us to gather in worship not out of duty but with joy and delight,  

C:  We praise you, Lord!  

P:  That you would bring us to a place where you promise to meet your people,  

C:  We praise you, Lord!  

P:  For the blessing of seeing the sacred symbols of your house and the mutual encouragement found in seeing one 

another,  

C:  We praise you, Lord!  

P:  For being with us in all places and through all situations, and bringing us together as members of one body of 

Christ,  

C:  We praise you, Lord! 

OPENING HYMN: CW 226                    “To Your Temple I Draw Near” 

To your temple I draw near;  

Lord, I love to worship here. 

Here are sacrament and Word;  

Here believers meet their Lord. 

 I through Christ am reconciled;  

I through Christ become your child. 

Abba, Father, give me grace  

In your courts to seek your face. 
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While your glorious praise is sung,  

Touch my lips, unloose my tongue, 

That my joyful soul may bless  

Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 

While the prayers of saints ascend,  

God of love, to mine attend. 

Hear me, for your Spirit pleads;  

Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 

While I listen to your law,  

Fill my soul with holy awe 

Till your gospel brings to me  

Life and immortality. 

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:   (spoken) And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 

disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 

his mercy. 

C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 

not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt. 

P:   God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 

will. 

C:    (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

While your ministers proclaim  

Peace and pardon in your name, 

Through their voice, by faith, may I  

Hear you speaking from the sky. 

From your house, when I return,  

May my heart within me burn, 

And at evening let me say,  

“I have walked with God today.” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  O Lord Jesus Christ, bless this family of believers gathered together in your name with your neverfailing mercy. 

Preserve us from that which would keep us apart. Bind us together with the bond of your love. Help us avoid 

whatever is harmful and wicked. And guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

BE SEATED         

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                                  Isaiah 1:12-18 

12 When you come to appear before me, 

    who has asked this of you, 

    this trampling of my courts? 
13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 

    Your incense is detestable to me. 

New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 

    I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 
14 Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals 

    I hate with all my being. 

They have become a burden to me; 

    I am weary of bearing them. 
15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, 

    I hide my eyes from you; 

even when you offer many prayers, 

    I am not listening. 

Your hands are full of blood! 
16 Wash and make yourselves clean. 

    Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 

    stop doing wrong. 
17 Learn to do right; seek justice. 

    Defend the oppressed.  

Take up the cause of the fatherless; 

    plead the case of the widow. 
18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” 

    says the LORD. 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

    they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red as crimson, 

    they shall be like wool. 
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SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                                   Colossians 3:12-17 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 

someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                                Luke 10:38-42 

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to 

him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by 

all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to 

do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—

or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE       

HYMN:                                    “Oh, How Good It Is” 

Singers:  

Oh, how good it is 

When the family of God 

Dwells together in spirit 

In faith and unity. 

Where the bonds of peace, 

Of acceptance and love 

Are the fruit of His presence 

Here among us. 

 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord 

And with one heart we'll live out His word 

Till the whole earth sees 

The Redeemer has come 

For He dwells in the presence of His people. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

Oh, how good it is 

On this journey we share 

To rejoice with the happy 

And weep with those who mourn. 

For the weak find strength 

The afflicted find grace 

When we offer the blessing 

Of belonging. 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord 

And with one heart we'll live out His word 

Till the whole earth sees 

The Redeemer has come 

For He dwells in the presence of His people. 
 

Oh, how good it is 

To embrace His command 

To prefer one another 

Forgive as He forgives. 

When we live as one 

We all share in the love 

Of the Son with the Father 

And the Spirit. 
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So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord 

And with one heart we'll live out His word 

Till the whole earth sees 

The Redeemer has come 

For He dwells in the presence of His people.                                                         

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                         Psalm 122:1 

1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

Sermon Theme: God’s People Gather—The Blessings of Corporate Worship 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 128, Onalaska, WI 

54650 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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OFFERING PRAYER 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER AND BOARD MEMBERS 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER  

P:  Almighty and eternal God, we give you humble and sincere thanks for the many blessings that you have bestowed 

on us. You have joined us to a family of believers in faith and love. We praise you especially for preserving us during 

this pandemic and gathering us together again today. We give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of 

this church, for your gracious Word, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions 

to serve and be served, and for fellowship with believers. Keep our congregation faithful to your Word and renew 

in us an eagerness to do your work. Guide our leaders and help us join them to serve and support the mission of 

your Church. For these great gifts. . . 

C:  We thank and praise you, O Lord.  

P:  Gracious Heavenly Father, you give us the gift of family and loved ones. Hear the prayers of those who call to you in 

every need. Let love and patience rule between husbands and wives, parents and children. Look with kindness on 

those who are homebound or remain isolated. Protect them and turn them from their fears in this world toward 

your Son in faith and hope. Restore our spirits each day by the power of the gospel, so we do not lose heart. Because 

you left behind the lasting legacy of your peace, sustain our homes with it and give safety to those under our roofs. 

For these great gifts. . . 

C:  We thank and praise you, O Lord.  

P:  O Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering yourself as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all. On the cross you 

declared the sacrifice for sins completed. At the open tomb, you assured the world that sinners are reconciled to 

God. For these great gifts. . . 

C:  We thank and praise you, O Lord.  

P:  Holy Spirit, as we live life as strangers and pilgrims on earth, bestow on us the wisdom and power we need to witness 

clearly and to act boldly. And when our last hour comes, support us by your power and receive us into your heavenly 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C:  Amen.  

Special Prayers  

P:  Father, hear us as we join to pray: 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 
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P:   Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung your praise may glorify you in the world; that the ears which have 

heard you speak may be open to your Word and closed to hatred and discord; that the tongues which have 

confessed your name may always speak the truth without fear; that all of us who have worshiped together today 

may be united in true love for each other as you have loved us in Jesus.  

 

P:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

           The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 332            “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing—you are my own. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here his tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace; 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, my children; I will keep you and give you peace. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: September 12, 2021 

 

Prayers 

   Installation of Sunday School Teachers/Board Members 

   50th Wedding Anniversary—Gary and Rose Baumgarten (9/11) and for blessings on their continuing cancer 

treatments 

   Birth—Jameson Matthew Heisz to Kellie and Matt Heisz (9/4); first grandchild of Dave and Brenda Woodliff 

   Afghanistan situation 

    Military veterans and for our U.S. Gold Star Families 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Today we start four weeks of worship where we focus on the blessings of coming together as a congregation to worship 

and do ministry. If you’ve stayed away from in-person worship, consider these services to be an additional encouragement 

to come back and to enjoy the blessings of a church family where we gather around God’s Word and Sacraments. If you 

know someone who hasn’t been to in-person worship for some time, consider reaching out to them and extending an 

invitation. For those concerned about large groups of people, consider our Thursday night 6:30 pm worship service. There 

is always ample room in that service.  

Click on this link to watch an overview of “God's People Gather.” 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The fall semester of Sunday School begins today, September 12. Sunday School classes will run from 9:15 am to 10:15 am 

(in between our early and late Sunday services). 

Prek-K meet in Room #130 

Grades 1-3 meet in Room #136 

Grades 4-6 meet in Room #135 

Sunday School for all meets in Room #125 

FALL BIBLE STUDIES 

Fall Bible studies start today and  will be held from 9:20-10:20 am. “The Bible” will be held on Sundays in the Fellowship 

Hall. Teen Bible class will be held in the Teen Room. “Starting Point” class will join the 7TH and 8th grade BIBLE class in the 

sanctuary. 

SMALL GROUPS STARTING UP 

Pastor Ehlke is working to form some small group Bible studies starting in October.  If you’re interested in getting 

connected with a  small group, head to our website and click on the Small Group Bible Study link: 

www.stpaulsonalaska.org. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
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NEW HYMNAL PREVIEW 

WELS National Hymn Week is coming soon! Here at St. Paul’s, we'll be kicking things off during our regular services 
on Sunday, September 19. Our worship hour will be an opportunity to experience some of 
the new resources in our upcoming new hymnal. Following the 10:30 am service, we’ll be 
hosting a hymn sing, where we'll hear and sing along with a video recording of choirs of 
students from Martin Luther College and Luther Preparatory School, and a children’s choir 
from Brookfield, Wisconsin. 

On Wednesday evening, September 22 at 6:30, you are invited to a presentation to hear 
more about the new hymnal. If you’d rather learn about the new hymnal from your home, 

links will be available for WELS worship presentation videos on a range of hymnal and worship-related topics. A link to 
a concert video will also be available, featuring LPS and MLC choirs, the WELS Chamber group Canticum, and a liturgical 
ensemble, Trinitas. 

Look for a display in the church lobby with more information about the new hymnal and with a handout that lists online 
links to concerts and presentations. Here also is a link that answers questions and gives more information about our 
new hymnal: https://www.christianworship.com/resources/qa 

The St. Paul's board of elders has approved the purchase of new hymnals and resources for our congregation; please 
check out the St. Paul's wish list or contact Wendy Schibbelhut for more information. 

Let the message about Christ dwell among you richly (Colossians 3:16). 

TEEN HELPERS NEEDED FOR BIBLE CLASS HOUR CHILD CARE 

Teens, we are in need of your help! St. Paul’s needs child-care for our young children during our adult Bible class hours on 

Sunday mornings. Our two Bible class time slots run 9:20-10:10 am and 10:10-11:00 am. If you can help, please contact 

Pastor Krause by call or text, 608-217-5660. 

INTERIM CUSTODIAL HELP NEEDED 
St. Paul’s is currently short staffed in our custodial department. We are looking for volunteers while we seek to fill that 

role.  If you would be available to help for a little while in the afternoon, please click here to sign up or call the office. All 

help is greatly appreciated in this time of transition. Thank you for your consideration. 

KIDS PRAISE TIME CHANGE 

KIDS Praise is a great program for children birth-5 years old. Each week we join in singing, playing, dancing, and praising 

with your child. Kids Praise is a free program offered Tuesday mornings at 8:00 am during the school year from September-

May. This program lasts for 45 minutes and all are welcome to attend. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 

St. Pauls’ Lutheran Church and School will be collecting much needed items for the Afghan refugees as they resettle in 

new locations throughout the US. The need is great, and items are needed as soon as possible. Go to this link to view a 

complete list of needs. Items may be brought in at any time and placed in the collection box located in the church lobby. 

Thank you for considering helping as we share the love of Christ with those who are in need around us. For questions 

contact Heide Mueller or the church/school office. 

 

 

https://www.christianworship.com/resources/qa
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-church
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/10646f96-99b6-90ca-ea91-77dca838aac3/Team_Rubicon_s_Afghan_Resettlement_Needs.pdf
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SCRIP 

Starting Sunday, September 12, Scrip will be sold again on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:15 am and 10:15 -10:30 am at 

the Scrip table near the church office.  

SCRIP will also be sold on Wednesday mornings at school from 7:30 to 7:50 am. SCRIP will be sold by the gym. If you are 

coming in to purchase SCRIP, please enter through the gym doors only. Contact Katy Miller with any questions about scrip 

at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to St. Paul's members Jacob and Caleb Schilling, who have reached the finals on the Fox TV series "Lego 

Masters"! The final will be aired on Tuesday at 7:00 pm. We're so excited for you! 

UPCOMING MLC CONCERT  

The choir will be performing a sacred concert at St. Paul's on Friday evening, October 15, at 7:30 pm. Two choir 

members are also members of our congregation: Grace Bain and Cameron Schroeder.   

 

We are looking for host families for this 65-member choir. If you are able to help, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut, or 

look for a sign-up on the member information table in the church lobby. 

MEN OF HIS WORD FALL CONFERENCE 

Men of His Word Conference will be held at the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester, MN on Saturday, October 23. On-line 

registration is now OPEN!! You may register at this link or mail the "2021 Mail-in Registration Form" with a $50 check by 

October 17th (becomes $60 for late registration from October 18 - October 23). The Saturday Morning Men’s Bible 

Study group will be providing 10 “scholarships” to pay for the registration fee.  Please call Steve Loehr at 608-792-

3464 to register. 

 
 

 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-men-of-his-word-rochester-tickets-159662126719
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

