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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 

Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

 

 

Hard Truth 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus 

knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching 

opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus 

shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges 

conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. This should not surprise us, 

considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one would expect. When the truth is hard to 

hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth 

is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. 

Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it 

contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 

 

 

Today’s Theme:  

Hard Truths: The Found Are Left; the Lost Are Found 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Organist: Michelle Wachal 

Singers: Kaia and Mari Gilbertson (Sunday) 

 
Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and 
OneLicense A-715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan.  Setting Four from Christian Worship. “In Christ 
Alone” Stuart Townend, Keith Getty © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. “There Is a Redeemer” Melody Green © 
1982 Birdwing Music/Ears To Hear Music/Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com.  

 

 

 



3 

Bells and Welcome  

654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive    CW 654  

1 Jesus sinners does receive; 

    oh, may all this saying ponder 

who in sin’s delusions live 

    and from God and heaven wander. 

Here is hope for all who grieve: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

2 We deserve but grief and shame, 

    yet his words, rich grace revealing, 

pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 

    here their ills have perfect healing 

who with humble hearts believe: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Congregation sings: 

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray 

    are not by the Lord forsaken; 

weary souls who lost their way 

    are by Christ, the Shepherd, taken 

in his arms that they may live: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

4 I, a sinner, come to you 

    with a penitent confession. 

Savior, show me mercy, too; 

    grant for all my sins remission. 

Let these words my soul relieve: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Congregation sings: 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know, 

    were as scarlet my transgression, 

it shall be as white as snow 

    by your blood and bitter passion, 

for these words I do believe: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners does receive, 

    even I have been forgiven. 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

 

The Word 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving you with 

undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

First Reading     Hosea 3 

 1The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an 

adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin 

cakes.” 

 2So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3Then I told her, “You 

are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the 

same way toward you.” 

 4For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without 

ephod or household gods. 5Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. 

They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

552 The King of Love My Shepherd Is    CW 552 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 

    whose goodness fails me never; 

I nothing lack if I am his, 

    and he is mine forever. 

 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 

    my Savior gently leads me, 

and where the verdant pastures grow, 

    with food celestial feeds me. 

 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

    but yet in love he sought me 

and on his shoulder gently laid 

    and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
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4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 

    with you, dear Lord, beside me, 

your rod and staff my comfort still, 

    your cross before to guide me. 

 

5 You spread a table in my sight, 

    a banquet here bestowing; 

your oil of welcome, my delight; 

    my cup is overflowing! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    your goodness fails me never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 

    within your house forever! 

 

Stand 

Gospel     Luke 15:1–10 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 

Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he 

finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and 

says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing 

in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

 8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and 

search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 

‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Be seated 
 
 

Children’s Message 

575 By Grace I’m Saved    CW 575 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    my soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why waver at this word of promise? 

    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

So then this word must true remain: 

by grace you, too, shall heav’n obtain. 
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2 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

    that Jesus died, your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

that brought him from his heav’nly throne. 

 

3 By grace! O mark this word of promise 

    when you are by your sins oppressed, 

when Satan plagues your troubled conscience, 

    and when your heart is seeking rest. 

What reason cannot comprehend 

God by his grace to you did send. 

 

4 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    in tribulation’s furnace tried, 

by grace, despite all fear and trouble, 

    the Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

if grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

5 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    in Jesus’ promise I rejoice, 

for though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

Sermon Reading     2 Corinthians 2:5–11 

 5If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some extent—not 

to put it too severely. 6The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7Now instead, you ought to 

forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8I urge you, therefore, to 

reaffirm your love for him. 9Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient 

in everything. 10Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—

I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not 

unaware of his schemes.  

Sermon 

 

 
Stand 
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The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom 

you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of 

grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and 

culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 

faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love and take them into your tender care. 

 

Special prayers 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. 

Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

 

 

Stand 

 

Special music during thankoffering (Sun.): "Forever Jesus" 

Sung by singers 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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510 In Christ Alone    CW 510 

1 In Christ alone my hope is found; 

    he is my light, my strength, my song; 

this cornerstone, this solid ground, 

    firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

    My comforter, my all in all; 

    here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

2 In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 

    fullness of God in helpless babe; 

this gift of love and righteousness, 

    scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

the wrath of God was satisfied; 

    for ev’ry sin on him was laid; 

    here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

3 There in the ground his body lay, 

    light of the world by darkness slain; 

then bursting forth in glorious day, 

    up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

    for I am his and he is mine, 

    bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

    this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 

from life’s first cry to final breath, 

    Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man 

can ever pluck me from his hand; 

    till he returns or calls me home, 

    here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 

 
Stand 

Closing Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and 
take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed 
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
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God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

519 There Is a Redeemer    CW 519 

1 There is a Redeemer, 

    Jesus, God’s own Son, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

    Holy One. (Refrain) 

 

Ref Thank you, O my Father, 

    for giving us your Son 

and leaving your Spirit till 

    the work on earth is done. 

 

2 Jesus, my Redeemer, 

    name above all names, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

    hope for sinners slain. (Refrain) 

 

3 When I stand in glory, 

    I will see his face; 

there I’ll serve my King forever 

    in that holy place. (Refrain) 

 

Announcements 

 
 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: September 8 & 11, 2022 

 

Prayers 

   51st Wedding Anniversary Gary and Rose Baumgarten (9/11) 

   Comfort— for the family of Marcile Kuecker, Lynette Goss’ mother and Connie Gronholz’s grandmother (9/7) 

   Pray that the Lord bless the work of those who went to Idaho Falls, ID and for the church there 

   Recovery—from knee replacement surgery, Memory Gronholz 

   Starting Treatment—Carol Albrecht 
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TODAY—IT’S HERE—BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUME!   
We hope each one of you is able to find a study that works for your schedule. A list of all the different Bible Study 

options is available in the church lobby. Fall semester of Sunday School begins today for 3K (potty trained) through 

Grade 6.  Class runs 9:15 am-10:15 am. Look for signs directing your children to their appropriate rooms. 

NO CHILD CARE THIS FALL 

Over the last month we have advertised that we would provide childcare for children aged birth to 2 years old from 

9:15-10:15 am on Sunday mornings. However, we have decided that we will NOT be providing childcare during any 

of our worship services or bible study hours this fall until we are certain this is a service that would be utilized. If 

you have a child between the ages of birth to 5 years old, please fill out this survey.   

GRATEFUL AND GROWING UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 

Come check out the display in the church entryway! See the progress about to begin. For monies brought in 

through our student offerings this quarter, we will be building bricks to show our students how every dollar helps 

get this project moving forward.  

The Communications Team met this week and will be putting together updated information on the state of the 

project and how we are moving forward. 

Together, we can support the church and school in its mission to share Jesus with others. Together, we can close 

the gap between building costs and pledges received. So, stay tuned, get connected… it’s happening… together we 

can do this… “Let’s Build…!” 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PLEDGES 

Our Grateful and Growing fund current pledged amount is $2,125,448. Currently our Grateful and Growing account 

balance is $723,041. If you have not yet had the chance to make a pledge, prayerfully consider doing so. The pledge 

form can be found in the church lobby. These pledges will aid the Building Finance Team in their lending option 

efforts. To make giving easy, monthly Grateful and Growing envelopes were provided with this year's 

envelope boxes. 

WELCOME TO A NEW YEAR AT PIONEERS! 

Pioneer Leaders, Tim Vix and Deb Tooley, are excited to show your child the way to become a happy, confident and 

useful member of his/her church, school, home, and community through the Pioneer Program. The Pioneer 

program is open to boys in first through eighth grade and girls kindergarten through eighth grade. 

The leaders will be available to hand out information, forms, and answer any questions between the 9:15 and 10:30 

am services, and after the 10:30 service on September 11, 2022. They will offer a school years’ worth of scheduled 

meetings that include a devotion by the pastor, a lesson, a game, song or craft, and then a closing prayer. The 

schedule will sprinkle in special events, also, both indoors and outdoors. What a wonderful way for your child to 

grow in God’s word, fellowship, and service.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tim by sending a text to him at 507-458-0410 or contact Deb 

by email at dtooley@gmail.com or phone 608-784-8286.  

 

https://forms.gle/yU2jg2W9huv1CmH66
mailto:dtooley@gmail.com
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HIGH SCHOOL TEEN GROUP 

High School Teens-Get ready for teen group! Our St. Paul’s teen group is a time to gather with other Christian 

friends your age and enjoy some Christian fun and fellowship. Teen group meetings include Bible study, food, fun 

games and activities, and time to hang out with friends. Mark these dates on your calendars. (There will probably 

be more teen group nights which will be scheduled, but these are the certain dates for the rest of the calendar 

year).  

• Wednesday, September 21, 7-9 pm 

• Sunday, October 16 WELS Youth Night (This will be a regional event; time and place TBD) 

• Wednesday, November 16, 7-9 pm at St. Paul’s 

• Wednesday, December 14, 7:30 pm (after Advent church)-9:30 pm at St. Paul’s (Christmas Party) 

COULEE REGION WELS YOUTH NIGHT 

Coulee Region WELS Youth Night will be held on Sunday, October 16, from 6:00-8:30 pm here at St. Paul’s. All 

9th through 12th grade students are invited to gather with the youth from area congregations to grow together as 

Christians, to have fun, and be encouraged in their faith. More information is available in the church lobby.  

ARE YOU HEADING TO COLLEGE THIS FALL?  

Don’t leave your faith life at home! Sign up with WELS Campus Ministry to get connected with the local campus 

pastor near your school and to receive free copies of Meditations devotions and Forward in Christ magazine. Sign 

up at wels.net/college. Share this with any college students you know! 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Would you be willing to coordinate a fun event for the children of St. Paul's and the Onalaska community? The 

Board of Outreach is looking for a person to coordinate a Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, October 29th or 30th in 

our church parking lot. If you are interested in serving in this manner, please contact Jay White at 407.312.1310 or 

Pastor Olson. 

TRUTH IN LOVE MINISTRY 

Please join us for a special Truth in Love Ministry presentation on Sunday, September 25. This presentation will be 

given at 9:20 am and 10:15 am in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor Jon Leach will be presenting an overview of their 

ministry including their relational, not confrontational, witnessing approach.  

ON-LINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 

Come... join hundreds of your brothers in Christ as we share in Word, song, and fellowship at the Men of His Word 

Conference in Rochester, MN. Conference will be held Saturday, October 16. Register on-line at https://2022-

mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com or mail the "2022 Mail-in Registration Form" with a $50 check by October 

16th. More information can be found on the Rochester tab at the MOHW website: http://menofhisword.org/. 

ST. PAUL'S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

We are seeking kind, caring individuals to fill a part-time Surround Care position. Responsibilities include planning 

and leading daily activities and maintaining a clean, safe, and inviting environment for students. Hours needed will 

typically be 3:00-6:00 pm. If you or someone you know has a love for children and serving their Savior, please 

contact Lydia Walter (admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 783-2552 ext. 233) or our school office for more information.  

https://url6258.wels.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyW7C182HRt1o98aZtLRt23UOZupoK-2BsdXD-2FinoUB5k4GjVg5F8iR-2F-2F-2FyFaAHdvyb5Gq6-2Fz-2FRlritGRHmiOHL4AcSTFY7Oi-2Fclkv80hMLfUI0oVXR7U1Pb3hKWDfI7-2BIdhjN7rbXibWP1dPHy8dn0PIS8iovsrM-2F0-2FNgGnMTDQSuJOAmzU5kEyzMIm-2Bg051Vu2Y4nWyuJjvAxHfs-2F0AZKfKtg-3D5lr7_DB5v35-2BIfunEb1tx30NBm6ljyB0NVH1Y9-2FGM8rGsoKJycUrBpIHWqsSjed58sq8pHKjPf4rzzWa0B-2F9XoF-2FdCLhP8aUCJwxw-2BK8n6yW4hW26ArhzAaYHIIqOXJrxzgnlfDOXCA65iuKiwuGbgZmXJcVlVkwOvgRGHaQSemrw-2BI5rj5PqAMy1G7CVQJhnDqmeJKDaqmB7oWlVo2fri4YDvys6VWEfdKo3-2BuN7ZG2I4Ig-3D
https://2021-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com/
https://2021-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com/
http://menofhisword.org/
mailto:admin@stpaulsonalaska.org
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Looking for new ways to share God’s love through your talents or time? St. Paul’s has several volunteer 

opportunities available for you! Current lists are available in the church lobby.  

SNOW REMOVAL HELP NEEDED 

In preparation for the coming winter months, the Board of Trustees is seeking volunteers to assist with keeping snow and 

ice clear from the sidewalks through the winter. A snow blower is available for use. The primary need is early mornings 

before school starts and weekends before church services. Contact Lydia Walter if interested. 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday Service, 9/15/2022, (6:30 pm): Benji Barney 

Sunday Services, 9/18/2022:  

(8:00 am) Kevin Barnes, Steve Blado, Cory Schlagel, Brent Zillmer 
(9:15 am) Danny Frame, Brandon Gjestvang, Drew Gronholz 
(10:30 am) Bill Condon, Fritz Hackbarth, Kenneth Loging, Paul Zuberbier, Craig Lenz 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  
 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

