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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

 

Welcome Back Sundays!  
Starting September 12, we’ll have four weeks of worship where 
we focus on the blessings of coming together as a congregation to 
worship and do ministry. If you’ve stayed away from in-person 
worship, consider these services to be an additional encourage-
ment to come back and to enjoy the blessings of a church family 
where we gather around God’s Word and Sacraments. If you 
know someone who hasn’t been to in-person worship for some 
time, consider reaching out to them and extending an invitation. 
For those concerned about large groups of people, consider our 
Thursday night 6:30 pm worship service. There is always ample 
room in that service  
 

Employment Opportunities 
We are looking to fill our Food Service position as soon as possi-
ble. Approximately 11:00 am - 1:00 pm each school day. Set up, 
serve, clean up of lunch. Manage lunch if Food Service Director is 
unavailable. If you or someone you know is interested, please 
contact me. Benjamin Bain, bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org, Office: 
608-783-2552 ext. 222, Cell: 608-304-6977 
 

Part-time Aides Needed at  
First Steps Learning Center 

First Steps Early Learning Center in La Crescent, MN is hiring for 
part-time aides to help with caring for infants, toddlers, or pre-
schoolers at the end of the day from 3:30 or 4 pm until 6 pm Mon-
day through Friday. Anyone over 16 years of age that may be in-
terested in this position or learning about childcare, can contact 
Carol Schroeder at 507-895-5704 or email 
director@keepchristfirst.com  
 

Thank You 
Dear St Paul’s, 
I am writing to express my gratitude for the generous gift support-
ing my tuition at MLC.  What an amazing blessing! I am excited to 
use my God-given abilities as I study to serve in the ministry. I am 
so thankful for the support and encouragement. To God be the 
glory! 
Isaiah Loersch 
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Too Much Change 
 
As I sit down to write this devotion for our September 
newsletter, I have to admit, I’m sad.  Summer is just 
about over.  I love the nice weather. I love the green 
bluffs in our area.  I love the fresh vegetables that come 
from our garden. I love the things I get to do with my 
family outside. School starting up again is a reminder 
that the weather changes soon and in Wisconsin that’s a 
big deal. 
 
But it’s not just about the weather.  I see my kids going 
up a grade every year. Soon they’ll be moving on to col-
lege. Life at home changes quickly as kids get older. As 
I get older, there is less hair on my head. There are 
more aches and pains.  
 
All this change is a reminder that time ticks on. The 
world changes. My family changes. I change. That’s 
scary. 

 
But change doesn’t just surround my life. It’s everywhere.  Last year Covid-19 changed our 
lives.  Now this Delta virus has left many people uncertain.  What will this next year 
bring?  How will I be affected? 
 
Change breeds uncertainty. Since everything around us is constantly changing, uncertainty 
only grows. For that reason, James shares the one thing that doesn’t change: the Lord, our 
God. James writes, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” (James 1:17) 
Immutability is an attribute of God alone. It’s meant to be a source of comfort for us. He does 
not change. His almighty power that he uses to protect you and care for you and preserve your 
life does not change. His unconditional love for us that years ago caused him to send his Son 
into this world for us does not change. His unconditional love that causes him to send his an-
gels to watch over us, does not change. His promises to us of his abiding presence, of the cer-
tain hope of eternal life, does not change. So, in a world that is full of change, the most im-
portant thing doesn’t change: our God. That is the only thing that takes away our fear of the 
future and our fear of uncertainty. Now I’m excited for the end of summer!  

Pastor Dan Olson 

Building Update 

There is a lot of work behind the scenes for our building project and we would like to keep you up-

dated.  We are in the middle of what is called the Design Development phase where the architects 

look at the existing condition of our facility and narrow down what we are going to need as far as 

mechanicals, structural, etc.  This process is used to finalize the site plan. We are also getting soil 

samples this week. You may see some drilling equipment on our property. Lastly, this week we had 

a meeting with an advisor from Catalyst, our general contractor, who is helping us organize commit-

tees for specific areas like the gymnasium, classrooms, worship and bible study areas, technology, 

interior design, etc. Keep an eye out for opportunities to serve on one of these committees in the 

near future. 



3 

St. Paul’s Group Bible Study & Sunday School Fall 2021 
 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 
 
Our main Bible study will be offered on Sundays (9:20 & 10:20 am) and on Wednesdays (9 am) 
 
The Bible 
Starts September 12 and 15 
Sundays at 9:20 and 10:20 am in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesdays at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Ever wonder how we got the Bible? Have you struggled 
giving an answer to people’s objection about the Bible 
being the word of God? This is the perfect class for you! 
We’ll look at what the Bible is, where it came from, but 
then also think of practical ways to address concerns or 
questions people may have about the truth of the Bible. 
 
Here We Stand: Reformation Bible Study 
Starts October 31 and November 3 
Sundays at 9:20 and 10:20 am in the Fellowship Hall 
Wednesdays at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
 
This video based Bible study will look at parts of the life of 
Martin Luther, especially his stand for the truth at a council 
named the “Diet of Worms.” This study will help us 
appreciate the blessings of the Reformation and how we 
can stand on God’s Word in our modern world. 
 
 
Isaiah and Christmas Prophecies 
Starts November 28 and December 1 
Sundays at 9:20 & 10:20 am in the Fellowship Hall 
Wednesdays at 9 am in the Fellowship 
 
Leading up to Christmas, we’ll study the first eleven 
chapters of Isaiah and see the numerous prophecies about 
the Savior coming to save his fallen creation. This study 
will be a great encouragement leading up to our 
celebration of Christmas. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Starting Point Class 
Starts Sunday, September 12 at 9:20 am in the Church 
 
Questions about the Bible? New to the Christian faith? 
Has it been more than five years since you’ve attended 
Starting Point? Pastor Olson will begin a new Starting 
Point class which covers the main teachings of the Bible 
and gives clear answers to life’s biggest problems and 
questions. Atmosphere is relaxed and questions are 
encouraged. If you have any questions, talk to Pastor 
Olson – dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org. Note that this 
Starting Point Class will be combined with our BIBLE 
class for the first semester. 
 
 
Small Group Bible Studies 
 
Before COVID, we started small group Bible studies and are planning on restarting them again in 
October. If you are interested in being in a group and/or would consider hosting a group, please 
contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. This is a great way to study God’s Word but 
also to get connected with brothers and sisters in Christ as part of a larger congregation. These 
classes typically are sermon-based and are designed to be discussed and talked about in a 
welcoming, friendly atmosphere so they’re great for people who are new to St. Paul’s and people 
who have been here for a long time! 
 
Nursery, Sunday School, Young Teen, and Teen Bible Class Options 
 
St. Paul’s provides a variety of options for kids on Sunday mornings so that families can come 
together each week, study God’s Word, and apply it to our lives of our faith. Classes resume on 
September 12 Below are the different classes – please note the different times each class is 
offered on Sundays: 
 
Nursery: Parents can drop their kids three and younger at the nursery next to church during 
Bible hour from 9:20-10:10 am. 
 
Sunday School is split by different grade and age levels ranging from pre-K-6

th
 grade. Each 

class will meet in a different school classroom at 9:20 am 
 
7

th
-8

th
 Grade/Parents BIBLE will start on Sunday September 12 at 9:20 am in the sanctuary 

and will meet up until Christmas. This class is for 7-8
th
 graders and their parents and is a great 

opportunity to take the truths of God’s Word and think about how we can apply them to our lives 
as we learn how to share and defend our faith in this world. With a combined class, we’ll 
alternate each year between a review of the main teachings of the Bible and then lessons on 
how we can defend and share our faith. 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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September 

1. James 1:19-27 

2. Jas. 2:1-13 

3. Jas. 2:14-26 

4. Jas. 3 

5. Jas. 4 

6. Jas. 5 

7. 1 Chronicles 1-9 

8. 1 Chron. 10, 11 

9. 1 Chron. 12 

10. 1 Chron. 13, 14 

11. 1 Chron. 15:1-16:6 

12. 1 Chron. 16:7-43 

13. 1 Chron. 17 

14. 1 Chron. 18-20 

15. 1 Chron. 21:1-22:1 

16. 1 Chron. 22:2-19 

17. 1 Chron. 23, 24 

18. 1 Chron. 25-27 

19. 1 Chron. 28 

20. 1 Chron. 29 

21. Psalm 107:1-32 

22. Ps. 107:33-43 

23. Ps. 108 

24. Ps. 109 

25. Ps. 110 

26. Ps. 111, 112 

27. Ps. 113, 114 

28. Ps. 115 

29. Ps. 116 

30. Ps. 117, 118 

31. James 1:1-18 

Teen Bible Class: The Teen Bible Class will meet in the Teen 
Room right by the gym 10:20 am (after the 9:15 am worship 
service). These classes are designed to help our teens think 
about living their faith and why God’s Word matters to their 
lives. 
 
 
Women’s Bible Classes 
 
Mondays at 4:00 pm Resumes September 20  
Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut 
Topic: Golden Fruit: Living the Fruits of the Spirit. 
 
Tuesdays at 9:00 am Resumes September 7  
Location: Fellowship Hall 
Facilitator: Lois Jenson Topic: Revelation 
 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm Resumes September 15  
Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Nicole Wickus Topic: Full Accessories of God 
 
Thursdays at 6:30 am 
Held year around – email Jan to get the Zoom link)  
Location: Online Zoom Class 
Facilitator: Jan Westerman jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 
Topic: The Christian Atheist 
 
 
Men’s Bible Class 
 
Saturdays at 8:00 am Saturdays 
(Held year around – jump in any time!)  
Location: Kwik Trip (408 Sandlake Rd) 
Facilitator: Steve Loehr Topic: Jeremiah 

(Continued from page 4) 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 
 
Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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Onalaska Food Basket 
Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Dona-
tions may be dropped off in the totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s 
current need is for cans of juice  

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our 
budget funding), please see the items on St. Paul’s Wish 
List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on 
how to make a donation. Click the link below to go to the 
list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the top 
of the page, click Give and then Wish List.  
Master Wish List 

Panther Prowl 5K Family Fun Run/Walk Recap 
 
God blessed this event with 80 runners/walkers with total donations of $1057 benefitting the 
Central Africa Medical Mission (CAMM). 24 St. Paul members volunteered for this event and 
delivering to 110 homes on the race route a notice of the run/run, invite to participate and 
also an invite to the outdoor service and picnic on Sunday. God blessed this event with 
perfect weather and several individuals to share the message of Jesus. 
 
Thanks to all participants and volunteers and we look forward to a 2nd annual fun run in 
2022.  
Your St. Paul’s Board of Outreach. 

SCRIP  

Starting Sunday September 12, Scrip will be sold again on Sunday 
mornings from 9 to 9:15 am and 10:15 -10:30 am at the scrip table 
near the church office. Please contact Katy Miller with any ques-
tions about scrip at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Recovery in Christ 
In our Recovery in Christ group meetings we openly talk about Jesus. Recovery 
in Christ meets here each Sunday at 6:00 pm in the lower-level school library 
and every Wednesday, 1:00 pm at La Crosse's Coulee Recovery Center (933 
Ferry St.). Recovery in Christ assists people with addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill 
Bader to confirm the day/time (608.567.3038).  

Caring Christians-Mental Health  
Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in  
La Crosse on Monday, September 6 at 6:30 at pm.  
The topic will be: Indifference and Apathy  

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, August 3 at 
7:00 p.m. at St. John's in Barre Mills.  Our topic 
for discussion will be "The Journey of Grief."  If 
you, or someone you know is grieving, please 
come for comfort from God's word and encour-
agement from fellow Christians.  

La Crosse Jail Ministry 

Do you have a heart to serve those in jail with the 
gospel? The greatest enemy these people are 
fighting is guilt and we have the answer in Jesus. If 
you would like to be involved in this ministry please 
contact Pastor Olson. He is in contact with the jail 
chaplain in La Crosse. There will be training in-
volved. 
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St. Paul’s Old Church Bell 

Just recently someone contacted me (Pastor Olson) 
about St. Paul’s church bell that has been in storage for 
20 years.  I personally didn’t know we had a bell or why it 
was there.  I took a trip over to the storage facility and 
took some pictures of it.  The inscription on the bell tells 
you where and when it was cast.  In this case, it came 
from St. Louis, MO and was cast in 1904. St. Paul’s origi-
nal church building was built on 9

th
 and Main St. in Ona-

laska.  In 1904 lightning struck the church building. A fire 
broke out and the building was almost totally destroyed. 
The people of St. Paul’s decided to rebuild the church 
and added a steeple and a bell.  In 1957 after the church 
had outgrown it’s building, they decided to build a larger 
church on the corner of Main St. and Sand Lake Rd, the 
current spot of our facility. The bell was brought over to 
that church and placed in a new bell tower.  In 2001, 
when our current church was built, this bell was placed 
into storage.  After talking with some members of the 
building committee from 20 years ago, they said there 
was talk of doing something with the bell, but it never ma-
terialized.   

 

 

The latin inscription on the bell reads, “VERBUM DEI 
MANET IN AETERNUM”, which means “The Word of 
God endures forever.”  A brief internet search found this 
article on the history of this phrase: [This] is the motto of 
the Lutheran Reformation, a confident expression of the 
enduring power and authority of God’s Word. The motto 
is based on 1 Peter 1:24–25. It first appeared in the 
court of Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn on-
to the right sleeve of the court’s official clothing, which 
was worn by prince and servant alike. It was used by 
Frederick’s successors, his brother John the Steadfast, 
and his nephew John Frederick the Magnanimous. It 
became the official motto of the Smalcaldic League and 
was used on flags, banners, swords, and uniforms as a 
symbol of the unity of the Lutheran laity who struggled 
to defend their beliefs, communities, families, and lives 
against those who were intent on destroying them. It 
was found inscribed inside churches, over doorways, 
on foundation stones, even on horse’s helmets! The 
VDMA logo and statement has appeared throughout 
Lutheran churches worldwide and remains an enduring 
motto of the Reformation to this day. 

(https://lutheranreformation.org/history/the-motto-of-the-reformation/) 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://lutheranreformation.org/history/the-motto-of-the-reformation/
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WOMEN IN 
CHRIST 
BOOK 
GROUP meets 
the 2

nd
 Tuesday of 

each month in the Fireside area of 
church at 6:30 pm. We will start our reg-
ular book meetings again on September 
14

th
. The book for discussion will be 

“The Four Winds” by Kristin Hannah. 
Any questions contact Gerry 608-783-
4167. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST 
CRADLE ROLL meets 
every other month on the first 
Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Children who are 
enrolled in Cradle Roll receive 

periodic mailings and books every 6 months until they 
are 4. The quiet bags are back!! There are bags 
located by the gym area and at entry to church.  
Our bags will be periodically checked and the 
items updated but no special sanitation will be 
done.  

Our next meeting will be on September 2
nd

. 

For centuries Lutherans have fought to preserve the truth of God’s Word. While people, cultures, 
ideas come and go, the Word of God endures forever.  The people who founded St. Paul’s treas-
ured that promise so greatly that they had it inscribed on their church bell.  It’s a promise that we 
still treasure today over a hundred years later.  

After talking to a bell expert, he said it is made of bronze and looks to be in good shape. Now the 

question we are faced with is, what do we do with the bell?  Use it as a bell again? Build a bell tow-

er? Make it a decorative piece on our property, sell it?  At our last church council meeting, we re-

ceived permission to form a committee to discuss possibilities. I’m sharing this information both to 

inform our congregation but also to see if anyone is interested in being a part of this commit-

tee.  Please contact Pastor Olson if you’d like to serve in this way.  

(Continued from page 8) 



10 

Church Library 
The People’s Bible Series 
A Bible for the people.  It includes the complete text of the Holy Scriptures in the popular New interna-
tional Version.  The commentary following the Scripture sections contains personal applications as well 
as historical background and explanations of the text.  The commentaries also have maps, illustrations, 
and archaeological information when appropriate.  Location:  Section 5 – People’s Bible Series 

                    
 
 

                                                  Prepared to Answer 
This helpful book supplies loving, Scripture-based responses to some common objections 
to Christianity. In this unique narrative, author Mark A. Paustian provides engaging an-
swers to questions about why bad things happen, different interpretations of Scripture, 
abortion, miracles, evidence of God's existence, Jesus as myth, and morality. 
Location:  Section 4 - Sharing Your Faith with Others 
 
 
                                              Every Young Man’s Battle 
This book shows you how to rise above today's debased, self-seeking culture by examin-
ing God's standard, training your eyes and mind, cleaning up your thought life, and devel-
oping a plan. With extensive updates for a new generation of men, this is the award-
winning guide to practical resistance. Bottom line: these strategies are biblical and they 
have worked for millions of men.  Experience real hope for living the way God designed. 
Enter the battle.  
Location:  Section 7 – Teen Dating 
 
 
                                                     My Two Elaines 
Excerpts from Elaine’s journal recount her thoughts, concerns, and frustrations as her  
Alzheimer’s progresses, and author/husband Marty recounts his struggles in caring for a 
loved one with Alzheimer’s. He offers sage advice throughout the book including: “What I 
Wish I Had Known.” Marty shares a story of struggle that will resonate with caregivers. 
With a true public servant’s heart, he provides tips and encouragement sure to help male 
caregivers in particular. 
 Location:  Section 7 – True Stories 

 
The library is located in the “fireside” area of the narthex.  It is easy to check out books: 

• Complete the blue card (from back book pocket) with the date and your first and last name* printed 
legibly.   

• Place the blue card in the black bin on counter 

*Your envelope # can be used for privacy purposes.  If by chance a reminder call needs to be made for 
the book to be returned, the envelope # (not the book title) will be given to one of the Pastors and they 
will make the reminder call. 
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School News 
WELCOMING NEW SCHOOL FAMILIES 
Current St. Paul’s Lutheran School families have stepped 
up to help welcome new families to our school. Changing 
schools is difficult, and we hope this will build new rela-
tionships early in the process and support the transition.  
We want to thank our current St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
families who have agreed to help in this way. 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR 2021-2022 
Unfortunately, the situation with the pandemic continues 
to cause concerns as we approach the start of the school 
year. On August 20, Onalaska School District, La Crosse 
School District, and Aquinas Catholic Schools updated 
their protocols in response to the increased cases in our 
country, state, and county.  St. Paul’s Board of Education 

will continue to monitor the situation and adjust our protocol as seems prudent to the 
health and well-being of our staff and students. 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL EVENT 
Sunday, August 22, at 4:00 pm, St. Paul’s Lutheran School hosted a Back to School event.  Par-
ents and students were able to come into the building to drop off some school materials, see the 
classroom, meet other families, meet school staff, learn about some of our programs, and gener-
ally get excited for the school year. 
 
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP FOR GRADES 7 & 8 
The oldest students in a school naturally become leaders.  How do we help these young people 
develop their leadership skills?  One way is through a Leadership Workshop on Tuesday, August 
24, the day before all other grades begin classes.  This year, a key piece of our workshop was 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey.  These habits can help young people 
learn to be good leaders of themselves as well as good leaders of others. 
 
FALL ATHLETICS 
Schedules have been set for our fall sports: volleyball, cross country, and flag football.  The first 
match for volleyball is 9/25, which is also the date for the first flag football event.  The first meet 
for cross country is 9/29.  Sports schedules may be found at our website: 
school.stpaulsonalaska.org. 
 
ROBOTICS 
The VEX IQ 2021-2022 game is called Pitching In.  The tournament schedule is a little uncertain 
at this point, but we are looking to start practices in September, with hopes of a first tournament in 
Whitehall in early November.  St. Paul’s makes this activity available to students in grades 7 & 8. 
 
FALL SCIENCE AND FINE ARTS FAIR 
The Science and Fine Arts Fair is an event run by local WELS elementary schools for the stu-
dents in those WELS schools.  The Fall Fair is scheduled for November 6, 2021 at Luther High 
School.  The Fall Fair includes these categories: Arts & Crafts, Chess, Math, Spelling, and Vo-
cals.  St. Paul’s will identify one chess competitor to represent us through an in-house tourna-
ment.  Math and spelling representatives are chosen by classroom teachers.  Any interested stu-
dents may create as many arts or crafts as they wish to submit for judging and display at the Fair.  
Any interested students may also prepare solo or ensemble vocal presentations for judging at the 
Fair. 

Grade WPCP 
apps 

Projected 
Enrollment 

K3 N/A 13 

K4 7 19 

K 11 21 

1 12 23 

2 11 23 

3 6 14 

4 15 26 

5 3 16 

6 7 19 

7 4 24 

8 10 18 

Total 86 216 

http://school.stpaulsonalaska.org/

