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I once heard a story about a pastor who went to visit one of his members dying in the hospital.  When the pastor got to the 

hospital room, the man broke down.  He said: “You know, I’m really scared.  When I look back at my life, I see that I wasn’t 

such a good Christian.  When I look at my faith, I see doubts and fears.  When I think about death, I don’t know if my faith 

has been strong enough or if my faith will be good enough for me to get to heaven.  When I look at my faith, my faith is 

just so weak.”  What would you say to that person?  Well, here’s what the pastor said, “Forget your faith! Look to your 

Savior!”  I’m guessing not many of would have said exactly that.  Let’s be clear: this pastor was not suggesting that faith is 

unimportant, nor was this pastor denying what the Bible clearly teaches that we are saved by faith in Jesus alone.  Instead, 

he was identifying something that happens to every Christian at some point in their lives.  Even as believers, forgiven in 

Jesus, children of God by faith and standing in God’s grace completely, a question will often pop into our minds:  Am I 

really forgiven?  Have I been a good enough Christian?  Is my faith strong enough?  Am I able to endure the troubles of this 

life and remain faithful?  Is my faith good enough to make it to heaven?  Am I really a believer, one of God’s chosen 

people?   

Why can those questions be so dangerous?  Because at times when we need to look outside of ourselves to our Savior, 

those questions lead us to look inside of ourselves.  When that happens, what do I see?  I see weakness.  I see doubt.  I see 

failure.  I see why plenty of reasons why God should not love or let me into heaven.  Satan absolutely loves it when we 

navel-gaze like that.  So, this pastor was pointing the man not to his faith but the object of his faith – Jesus.   

Today as we study Romans 8, we see the Apostle Paul do the same thing.  He’s anticipating those doubts and those fears 

creeping into our hearts, and he points us to our Savior by asking a few questions.  Today we’ll look at four main questions 

he asks.   

Question 1: If God is for us, who can be against us?  Who can be against us?  Well, plenty of people can be against us.  The 

world can be a hostile place for Christians to live.  Satan is always attacking our faith.  Our sinful nature fights against us.  

But what does Paul say, “If (Since) God is for us, who can be against us?”  The answer is nothing.  The opposition that 

attacks our faith cannot stand up against our almighty and powerful God.  Think about who your God is and what your God 

has done.  This is the God who powerfully created this world.  This is the God who powerfully parted the waters of the Red 

Sea.  This is the God is holy and overthrows kings with the breath of his voice.  What does Paul remind us?  Since God is for 

us, who can be against us?  He’s not saying no one is against us, but everything that’s against us pales in comparison to this 

truth: God is on our side.  He is for us. 

He says if you want proof of that, consider this: He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will 

he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? He points us to Jesus who marched into battle for us and has 

defeated all those enemies for us.  Your Savior is not a weak warrior who simply people to get along and be happy and sing 

Kumbaya.  He is the Warrior King who marches into battle and fights for us, and he lays down his life for us.  This is the God 

who is on your side.  If your God was willing to do that, it says he will graciously give you all things.  This isn’t saying that a 

Christian’s life is going to be characterized by earthly success and glory (just read the whole chapter to see that).  But he 

gives you everything you truly need.  Think about these words of Jesus: "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 

been pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).  If your God has been pleased to give you his eternal kingdom and to 

have a place prepared you in heaven, he’ll make sure every one of your needs is met.  If God is for us, who can be against 

us?   

Question 2: Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? The Apostle Paul takes us to the courtroom, 

and he asks who’s going to charge us before God.  What can Satan accuse you of?  What can your sinful nature accuse you 

of?  What can the world accuse you of?  It’s a terrifying thought to think of past sins and the times we’ve utterly failed.  

The embarrassing sins we’ve committed in front of other people.  The shameful sins we’ve committed all alone.  The sins 

we try to hide so much.  The thought creeps in, “How could God ever love me after that?  How could God ever forgive me 

after that?” 

What’s the answer to this question?  It is God who justifies.  That word justify is an important word.  It’s a courtroom 

word.  It means to declare not guilty.  So, then the picture here is that we stand before God, and accusations are flying all 



around. And God has the gavel in his hand, and he announces the verdict: Not guilty.  Case closed.  No more charges can 

be brought. How can he make that judgment?  Because he did not spare his own Son, and when Jesus announced from the 

cross, “It is finished,” it is as if the gavel comes down and announces, “Not guilty.”  No one can accuse you of sin anymore 

in God’s eyes because the case is closed.   

Question 3 is very similar:  Who then is the one who condemns?  The answer: No one. Why?  Christ Jesus who died—

more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.   Not only did Jesus die 

for your sins.  He was raised to life to show God accepted that payment for your sin.  Right now, it says Jesus is interceding 

for us.   

Romans 8:1 “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  A question will come up sometimes:  

When we sin in our daily lives, do we need to confess those sins in order for them to be forgiven?  When I was a freshman 

in high school, someone asked a question in our religion class: “If I were in a car, and I got into an accident, and the last 

word that came out of my mouth before I died was a curse word, would I go to hell?”  The answer the teacher gave was a 

terrible answer: “Well, it doesn’t look good, does it?” Do we confess our sins?  Of course.  Is it possible for us to lose our 

forgiveness?  Yes.  If we step outside of God’s grace and continue to live in unrepentant sin, we can certainly drive Christ 

from our hearts.  But do we need to remember every sin we’ve committed?  Are we constantly falling in and out of God’s 

grace, and we get back into God’s grace only when we confess our sins?  No.  Why?  “There is now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus.”  And our lesson says: Jesus is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  It’s 

like Jesus is our defense attorney before a holy God, and he says, “You can’t condemn them.  I’ve already paid the penalty.  

Look at my hands and my feet.  They were pierced for their sins.  My blood has made them clean.”  Does God need that 

reminder?  Of course not!  But we need that comfort.  Your salvation doesn’t depend on how well you remember your 

sins, it depends on Jesus.  As Christians we don’t live in our sin, but we do sin in our living, and Jesus intercedes for us and 

assures our sins are forgiven.         

And then the 4th question:  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Then he goes and he lists a bunch of stuff.  

Trouble.  Hardship.  Nakedness.  Danger.  Famine.  Sword.  And then he mentions other things at the end.  Death.  Life.  

Angels.  Demons.  Present.  Future.  Any powers.  Height.  Depth.  Anything in all creation.  And there’s one key word that 

gets repeated and again in these verses.  I believe it’s 10 times.  It’s the word: “not” (translated as neither or nor).  The 

answer to this question is a resounding: Nothing!  These are words meant for people not secure in their sin, but people 

weighed down and burdened by their sin – that nothing is stronger than the Savior.   

Why?  In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Literally – we’re super conquerors.  

Why?  Not because of anything that has to do with my goodness or my faithfulness but only through Christ who loved us.  

What is greater than the love Jesus for you?  Absolutely nothing.  

When the Packers do well and win a game, you’ll sometimes hear me say, “We won!”  When I say that, I usually think to 

myself, “That’s a ridiculous thing to say.  The Packers won.  I had nothing to do with that victory.”  Even though I tell my 

kids that my yelling influences the outcome of the game, it really doesn’t.  Yet, with Christ, you can say, “We won! I am 

more than a conqueror.” Even though you have not done anything to earn his love and forgiveness.  Even though you can’t 

take credit for anything when it comes to your salvation.  This is another beautiful thing of God’s grace…you can say, “I am 

more than conqueror through Christ who loves me.”  Because Jesus valiantly fought for you and has given you the victory.   

Think back to the introduction and to the guy who was struggling as death soon approached. Think to the times in your life 

when you’ve questioned whether you’re really a believer, whether your sins are really forgiven, whether God really loves 

you.  And just simply bask in what your God says in Romans 8.  What will give you confidence and comfort in this world of 

sorrow?  What will give you confidence in the face of death?  It’s not looking inside yourself.  It’s not trying to gauge how 

strong or weak your faith has been.  It’s not conjuring up a bunch of emotions inside of you.  What will give you 

confidence?  It’s Jesus – only Jesus.  Because in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

Amen. 


