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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

Our fall worship series highlights the apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  Christian joy is the constant theme 

heard in this letter.  Through this worship series we’ll be reminded that the Christian has reason to rejoice, no 

matter the circumstances in which he finds himself in life. 

Rejoice always? Even when I'm struggling to make ends meet? Even when I'm facing medical difficulties? Even 

when I feel alone? This week, we'll see the difference between joy and happiness and be reminded that even 

though we face many sorrows and hardships in this world, Christ gives us a greater peace and contentment. 

 

Theme: Rejoice in Peace and Contentment 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Musicians: Musicians: Zach Johnson, Emma and Wendy Schibbelhut, 
Eighth Grade Junior Choir (8:00 am only) 
 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed 
on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642.  “Come People of the Risen King” Keith and Kristyn 
Getty, Stuart Townend, arr. by Mary McDonald. “Lord, I Need You” Christy Nockels, Daniel Carson, Jesse Reeves, Kristian Stanfill, Matt Maher. 
“Never Alone” Tracy Fedke. “It is Well” Audrey Assad, arr.  
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Service of the Word 
 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
P: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
C: Our joy is in the Lord who blesses us. 
P: Shout for joy, for the Lord is near! 
C: Our joy is in the Lord, as we find peace and contentment in Him, even through the trials of life. 
P: This is the day the LORD has made; 
C: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
OPENING HYMN:      “Come, People of the Risen King/Rejoice, the Lord Is King” 

 
Singers: 

Come, people of the Risen King 
Who delight to bring Him praise. 

Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace. 

From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him, 

Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in. 

 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 

One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 
 

Come, those whose joy is morning sun 
And those weeping through the night. 
Come, those who tell of battles won 

And those struggling in the fight. 
For His perfect love will never change 

And His mercies never cease, 
But follow us through all our days 
With the certain hope of peace. 

 
Singers and Congregation: 

Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

 
Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore; 
Lift up your heart! Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Come, young and old from every land 
Men and women of the faith 

Come, those with full or empty hands 
Find the riches of His grace 

Over all the world, His people sing 
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Shore to shore we hear them call 
The Truth that cries through every age: 

"Our God is all in all"! 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

 
Singers: 

Lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
 

 
STAND 
 
P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

 

C: (spoken) And also with you. 

 

SONG:                                                                                                                                                                  “Lord, I Need You” 

Singers: 
Lord, I come, I confess 

Bowing here I find my rest. 
Without You I fall apart 

You're the One that guides my heart. 
 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 
Every hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 

confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, 

I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 

away my guilt. 

 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give 

you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Singers and Congregation: 
Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 
Where grace is found is where You are 

Where You are, Lord, I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me. 

 
Lord, I need You, oh, I need You 

Every hour I need You 
My one defense, my righteousness 

Oh, God, how I need You. 
 

Singers: 
So teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way. 
When I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay. 
 

Singers and Congregation: 
Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

Every hour I need You. 
My one defense, my righteousness, 

Oh God, how I need You. 
 

Singers: 

You're my one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all 

their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                                     Psalm 13 
How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 
    and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 
    How long will my enemy triumph over me? 

3 Look on me and answer, LORD my God. 
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, 

4 and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” 
    and my foes will rejoice when I fall. 

5 But I trust in your unfailing love; 
    my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

6 I will sing the LORD’s praise, 
    for he has been good to me. 

 
 

SONG:                                                                                                                                                                          “Never Alone” 
Sung by singers 

 
Sitting all by myself in the darkness,  
All I see are the dark clouds rising,  

Seems there’s no one around who hears me,  
Who understands, understands… 

But then I hear you say,  
“My name is Jesus, I’ll help to see you through.  

My name is Jesus, and I have promised,  
You will never, no never be alone. 

 I’ll be with you ‘til I carry you home;  
No matter where you go.” 

Thinking all on my own I can fix things,  
All I see are my troubles rising,  

Seems there’s no one around to save me,  
There’s no one there, no one there… 

But then I hear you say,  
“My name is Jesus, my grace I’ve given you.  

You will never, no never be alone.  
I’ll be with you ‘til I carry you home;  

In the darkness, in the sunlight,  
No matter where you go.” 

When my faith is dim, when I feel like I’m falling,  
Open up my eyes to trust in you.  

Even when you’re blinded, and cannot see the road before you,  
You can see it, you can see it, I will lead you home. 
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Give me strength to look to you for wisdom,  
For it’s there in your words I’ll find you.  

Seems there’s no one around who can help me,  
But you alone, you alone. And in your words you say, 

“My name is Jesus, look to my name alone.  
My name is Jesus, my words will strengthen your steps home.  

You will never, no never be alone.  
I’ll be with you ‘til I carry you home;  

In the darkness, in the sunlight, no matter where you go. 

“You will never, no never be alone.  
I’ll be with you ‘til I carry you home; 

In the darkness, in the sunlight, no matter where you go.” 

Never alone. Never alone. Never alone. 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                    Matthew 5:1-12 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he 
began to teach them. 

He said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: CWS 760                                                                                                     “When Peace Like a River” 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

It is well with my soul; 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

 
It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul). 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh my soul. 

It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul). 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul). 

It is well, it is well with my soul.   

 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                              Philippians 4:4-13 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you 
have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with 
you. 

10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you 
had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty 
or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
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Theme: Rejoice in Peace and Contentment 

STAND 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after 

day. 

 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

 

P: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

 

P: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, 

terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our 

loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 

comfort all who are old and infirm. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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P: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government 

and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that 

we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. 

Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with 

your almighty power to help and restore. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

P: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. 

Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and 

use them to your glory. 

 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 

sight. Amen. 

 

STAND 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

C:  Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come,  

Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
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P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  CW 588, verses 1, 5-7                                                                                                           “Abide with Me” 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 

I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour. 
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me! 

 I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if thou abide with me. 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: October 18, 2020 

 

Worship Options 

Worship 
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00 
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25% 
capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how 
many people have signed up for the service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have 
plenty of room.   
 

Online Worship Options 
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website.  You can also access our Livestream 
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel. 
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School Update 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed to take each student's temperature before they enter school in the morning. To sign up to 

help, please click on the Sign-Up Genius link or call the church/school office (608.783.2552 ext 0). Thank you so 

much for your consideration.   

 

SHORT-TERM SCHOOL CLEANERS NEEDED 
Our school is in some immediate need of volunteers to help clean the building while our normal custodial staff is 

away. Help is needed on school days from Thursday, October 15 to Tuesday, October 20. Please click on this link to 

sign up if you are able to help or contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608.783.2552 ext. 233 or 

lwalter@stpaulsonalaska.org. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Our  Prayer s :  
 Blessings to Cade Harter, a son born to Mathias and Kellsie Harter on September 29. 

 Baptism—Tripp Michael Riley, son of Cory and Miranda Riley (10/18/2020) 

 Failing Health—Jerry Johnson, father of Brenda Mendell 

 Recovering from foot surgery—Brenda Woodliff 

 Wedding—Gena Mendell, daughter of Paul and Brenda Mendell, and Charles Durham (10/18/2020) 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-custodial
mailto:lwalter@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Church News 

HOLY COMMUNION 

St. Paul’s offers communion twice a month at the first and last weekend services. If you would like one of the pastors 

to commune you privately, please contact them. They would be happy to bring the Lord’s Supper to you. 

TEEN GATHERING  

The next teen group meeting will be Wednesday, October 21, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the gym at St. Paul’s. Teens, 

we’ll have Bible study and some Covid-friendly fun. Social distancing will be practiced. Bring a mask and bring a 

friend! 

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, November 2, at 6:30 pm. 

The topic will be: Forgiveness. 

FALL WORK DAY AT ST. PAUL'S 

Please join us on Saturday, November 7, for our fall work day at St. Paul's. We will be working on various 

activities to spruce up our building and grounds and prepare for the winter season. Hours will be from 8 

am until noon. You may stay for any length of time that fits your schedule, one hour to four. Hope to see 

you. The Board of Trustees 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST  

Recovery in Christ has a small in-person meeting each Sunday from 6:00-7:00 pm. Recovery in Christ is a Christian 

support group for those overcoming addiction. Masks are required and social distancing is practiced. Please do not 

attend if you do not feel well. For more information call Pastor Bill Bader at 608.567.3038.   

USHERS NEEDED 

Thank you to those that ushered over the last few months! If you are willing to serve as an usher, please sign-up on 

the sheet located on the table in the entryway. Add your name on the bottom of the list and indicate which services 

and dates you’re available. Contact Jerry Krajewski at majuice@charter.net with any questions. 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER 

The Building Team, in conjunction with Excel Architects, is currently seeking contacts for soliciting construction 

manager services. This is a non-fee service that may turn into a contract in the event building occurs. At this time 

the service is to bring expertise in construction methods, phasing, and pricing variables. 

LIVE NATIVITY PROP REPAIR 

Live Nativity prop repair nights will be held from 6:30-9:00 pm on Mondays and Wednesdays through October 26. 

Work is done at the Rotary Building located at 27 Market St., La Crosse. Any amount of time you can come help will 

be much appreciated. Thank you! 

mailto:majuice@charter.net
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HIRING PART-TIME CUSTODIAN  

St. Paul’s is looking to hire a part-time custodian to help with cleaning and other custodial duties. Hours may vary, 

depending on the season and need of the school. We are looking to fill this position immediately. Interested 

applicants may contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter at 608.783.2552, ext. 233 for more information. 

 

 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 

Big Knight Event 

 You’re invited to attend Luther High School's Big Knight event Saturday, November 14. It will be held from 5:30-  

9:00 pm at Celebrations on the River. Proceeds from the Big Knight are used for high school tuition assistance. Go 

to this link for more information or to RSVP. For more information, please contact John Byus Director of Mission 

Advancement at byusjohn@luther.k12.we.us or call him at 608.783.5435 ext. 1132. 

Luther High School's Annual Fruit Sale 

Order your fruit now through Thursday, November 19, through a music student or through Paul Adickes 

at adicpaul@luther.k12.wi.us or call him at 608.608.783.5435 ext. 1340. Proceeds benefit the Luther High School 

Music Department. 

Luther High's Cymbal 

Click on this link to view the October edition of Luther High School's Cymbal. Printed copies are available by the 

announcement board near the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:  
Thankoffering given last week: $ 25,466 ($24,723 needed to meet weekly budget) 

Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $ 366,693. 

10/11/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $ 370,842. 

 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  
 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/74a07797-c742-4b85-94e9-2be829d1e62d/Big_Knight_Poster_2020.pdf
mailto:byusjohn@luther.k12.we.us
mailto:adicpaul@luther.k12.wi.us
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/25a7c1d8-88c4-47d1-b526-21addf1b40f8/Cymbal_October_2020.pdf
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

