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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

As we begin a building fund appeal for Grateful and Growing these three weeks in October, we'll be looking at the 

book of Nehemiah who returned to Jerusalem to help rebuild the city. As we look ahead to the future and consider 

a building project, we'll be reminded of why we would undertake such a project: to have more opportunities to 

share Christ with our community and to build God's kingdom through the power of the Holy Spirit. This week, we 

will see that we each have a role to play in God's kingdom. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Theme: 

Building God’s Kingdom: What Is Your Role? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Musicians: Sam Baudek, Hope Bollinger, Laura Koerner, Luke Rosenbaum, Wendy Schibbelhut 

 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “Build 

Your Church” Naomi Raine and Alton Eugene.  “Lord Have Mercy (For What We Have Done)” Matt Boswell and Matt Papa. “Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly” arr. 

by Koine. “Facing a Task Unfinished” Keith and Kristyn Getty. 
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BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING SONG:                                                                                                                                             “Build Your Church” 

Singers: 

On Christ alone, our Chief Cornerstone 

No other foundation can we build upon 

Not philosophy nor the wisdom of man 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

Upon this rock, You build Your Church 

And the gates of hell will not prevail 

When we bind and loose, we proclaim Your truth 

And in Jesus’ Name, we will not fail. 

Crucified, raised up from the dead 

Led captivity captive, it is finished 

Oh, He gave us the keys, His authority 

Now we are joint-heirs to the praise of His glory, glory. 

Singers and Congregation: 

Upon this rock, You build Your Church 

And the gates of hell will not prevail 

When we bind and loose, we proclaim Your truth 

And in Jesus’ Name, we will not fail 

Singers: 

Build Your Church 

Build Your Church 

Build it from the ground up 

It’s Your Church. 

Build Your Church 

Build Your Church 

Build it from the ground up 

We’re Your Church. 

Singers and Congregation: 

Build Your Church 

Build Your Church 

Build it from the ground up 

It’s Your Church. 

Build Your Church 

Build Your Church 

Build it from the ground up. 
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Upon this rock, You build Your Church 

And the gates of hell will not prevail. 

When we bind and loose, we proclaim Your truth 

And in Jesus’ Name, we will not fail. 

Build Your Church 

Build Your Church 

Build it from the ground up 

It’s Your Church. 

Build Your Church 

Build Your Church 

Build it from the ground up 

We’re Your Church. 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  (spoken) And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we 

have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and 

plead for his mercy. 

C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you 

and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt. 

SONG OF CONFESSION:                                                                                             “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 

Singers: 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind, but now I see. 

P:   God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:       (spoken) Amen. 

Singers: 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace. 
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Singers and Congregation: 
The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace. 

 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace. 

 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine, will be forever mine 
You are forever mine. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Heavenly Father, you have called us from many races and tongues to be witnesses of the Good News of your 

Son to every nation, tribe, language and people. Help us to share your precious Gospel with all who have not 

heard of your great love for them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED      

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                  I Corinthians 12:1-6 

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when 

you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to 

know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is 

Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but 

the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 
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GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                  Matthew 9:35-38 

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 

they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation says: 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                               

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 484            “Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly” 

Brothers, sisters, let us gladly 

Give to God our all, our best— 

Service hearty, thorough, honest, 

With a living love impressed. 

All our duty, all our striving, 

All our time to him belong; 

Praise him, then, with true devotion; 

Come before him with a song. 

By his mercy, by his bounty, 

By the gift of Christ, his Son, 

What great goodness he has shown us, 

What high marvels he has done! 

Let us to him promptly, freely, 

Yield our bodies and our souls, 

Thankful that his love protects us, 

That his wisdom all controls. 

Gracious Lord, accept our service 

For the sake of Christ, your Son; 

Lo, our hope abides now only 

In the righteousness he won. 

Bless and save us; help and guide us; 

Watch to comfort and restore 

Till in heav’n we rest rejoicing, 

Praising you forevermore. 
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SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                Nehemiah 3:1-12 

Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and set its 

doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and as far as the Tower of 

Hananel. 2 The men of Jericho built the adjoining section, and Zakkur son of Imri built next to them. 

3 The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and bars in 

place. 4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, repaired the next section. Next to him Meshullam son of 

Berekiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs, and next to him Zadok son of Baana also made repairs. 5 The next 

section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but their nobles would not put their shoulders to the work under their 

supervisors. 

6 The Jeshanah Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of Besodeiah. They laid its beams and 

put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. 7 Next to them, repairs were made by men from Gibeon and 

Mizpah—Melatiah of Gibeon and Jadon of Meronoth—places under the authority of the governor of Trans-

Euphrates. 8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired the next section; and Hananiah, one of the 

perfume-makers, made repairs next to that. They restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Rephaiah son of 

Hur, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section. 10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of Harumaph made 

repairs opposite his house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah made repairs next to him. 11 Malkijah son of Harim and 

Hasshub son of Pahath-Moab repaired another section and the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Shallum son of Hallohesh, 

ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help of his daughters. 

Building God’s Kingdom: What Is Your Role? 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING: CW 485, verses 1-2                                                                   "We Give Thee but Thine Own" 

Please sing as ushers bring the thankoffering to the front of church. 

We give thee but thine own 

Whate'er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, 

A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

May we thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive, 

And gladly as thou blessest us, 

To thee our firstfruits give. 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

P:  The Lord says, “Go into all the world and make disciples of all the nations.” Go in peace to love and serve the 

Lord. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:       (spoken) Amen. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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CLOSING SONG:                                                                                                                                 “Facing a Task Unfinished” 

Facing a task unfinished 

That drives us to our knees 

A need that, undiminished 

Rebukes our slothful ease 

We, who rejoice to know Thee 

Renew before Thy throne 

The solemn pledge we owe Thee 

To go and make Thee known. 
 

Where other lords beside Thee 

Hold their unhindered sway 

Where forces that defied Thee 

Defy Thee still today 

With none to heed their crying 

For life, and love, and light 

Unnumbered souls are dying 

And pass into the night. 
 

We go to all the world 

With kingdom hope unfurled 

No other name has power to save 

But Jesus Christ The Lord. 
 

We bear the torch that flaming 

Fell from the hands of those 

Who gave their lives proclaiming 

That Jesus died and rose 

Ours is the same commission 

The same glad message ours 

Fired by the same ambition 

To Thee we yield our powers. 
 

We go to all the world 

With kingdom hope unfurled 

No other name has power to save 

But Jesus Christ The Lord. 
 

O Father who sustained them 

O Spirit who inspired 

Savior, whose love constrained them 

To toil with zeal untired 

From cowardice defend us 

From lethargy awake! 

Forth on Thine errands send us 

To labor for Thy sake. 
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We go to all the world 

With kingdom hope unfurled 

No other name has power to save 

But Jesus Christ The Lord. 

 

We go to all the world 

His kingdom hope unfurled 

No other name has power to save 

But Jesus Christ The Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: October 17, 2021 

 

Prayers 

    Covid Diagnosis—Lillian Raabe 

    Knee Replacement Surgery—Ken Loging (10/21) 

    First year Anniversary of Matt and Briana Zuberbier (10/17) 

    Recovering from heart attack—Glen Horstman, father of Heather Cueto 

    Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal 

NEW HYMNALS 

If you ordered a new hymnal for home use, they are ready to be picked up! Please look for your hymnal in the 

church entryway, labeled with your name and the amount due.  Write checks out to St. Paul's Lutheran Church. If 

you leave cash, please place in an envelope labeled with your name.  

We hope to begin using new hymnals in the church the first Sunday in Advent. Please check St. Paul's wishlist or 
contact Wendy Schibbelhut or one of the pastors if you are interested in donating a gift of money towards our new 
hymnal project. 

FREEWILL OFFERING FOR PASTOR SEELOW’S FAMILY 
Last month the Lord called home to heaven one of our Wisconsin Synod’s pastors, Nate Seelow. Pastor Seelow 

served at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Overland Park, Kansas. Pastor Seelow and Pastor Krause served together at 

Mt. Olive. Nate leaves behind his wife Megan and their four children: Judah (7), Ezra (5), Hadassah (4), and Hosea 

(1). To show our Christian love and concern we will be gathering a freewill offering to support the Seelow family. An 

offering box will be located in the church entryway until Sunday, October 17. “Therefore, as we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” (Galatians 6:10) 



11 

ENVELOPES 2022 

We will be ordering envelopes for 2022 soon. More and more people have been using our e-giving options.  If you 

haven’t used your envelopes for 2021, you will not receive envelopes for 2022. If you did use them this year and 

would no longer like to receive physical envelopes in 2022, please contact the office by October 18: 

lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

FORWARD IN CHRIST 
The printer for Forward in Christ informed us that their printing of the October issue was delayed because of paper 

shortages and challenges with their workforce. The issue is currently scheduled to be mailed in early October.  

HELP NEEDED FOR PROP REPAIR NIGHTS 

Prop repair for the Live Nativity will be held from 6:30-9:00 pm on Mondays and Wednesdays through October 18 

at the Rotary Building (27 Market St, entrance is located at the center of the building). Any time you can spare is 

appreciated. Questions? Call George Italiano (608-317-0271). 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY AS A GREETER 
We are looking for people who can smile and make people feel welcome as they walk into church for any one of our 

worship services as a greeter. You would be up once every 6 weeks for the worship service time of your choice. If 

you'd be willing to serve in this way, please contact Pastor Olson (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org).   

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
We are currently looking to hire: 

• Food Service Director—this position requires approximately 20 hours/week during the school year, and 
some hours during summer months. A job description is available upon request in the church/school office. 
Requirements for Employment: Minimum high school diploma and a minimum one year experience with 
school nutrition programs (could be volunteering with our hot lunch program). 

• Food Service Assistant position—approximately 11:00 am - 1:00 pm each school day. Duties include: set 
up, serve, clean up of lunch, and manage the serving and ordering of lunch when the Food Service Director 
is unavailable. 

• 2 afternoon Surround Care positions (3:00-6:00 pm)—actual hours depend on family requests. The job will 
be to provide care for students ages 3 and up in the Surround Care room. 

Applications are available in the school office. Resumes will be accepted in place of an application.  
Questions?  Contact Benjamin Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-4822 ext. 222) 

 

 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA PRODUCTION 

Luther High School proudly presents “The Phantom Tollbooth” on Sunday, October 17, at 2:00 pm and Monday, 

October 18, at 9:00 am and 12:30 pm. Tickets are available online and at the door: $5 adults and $3 students. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL FALL CONCERT 

On Sunday, October 24 at 2:00 pm the Luther High School Music Department will present their Fall Concert. The 

concert will feature all of Luther’s vocal and instrumental ensembles, as well as the Lancer and Sabre bands. The 

concert is free and open to the public. 

mailto:lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
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MEN OF HIS WORD FALL CONFERENCE 

Men of His Word Conference will be held at the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester, MN on Saturday, October 23. 

Registration forms are available in the church lobby. The Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Study group will be 

providing 10 “scholarships” to pay for the registration fee.  Please call Steve Loehr at 608-792-3464 to register. 

REFORMATION RALLY 
La Crosse Area Reformation Rally will be held in the chapel at Luther High School on Sunday, October 31, at 2:00 

pm. A fellowship hour will follow the service. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Luther is looking to hire a Maintenance Custodian Assistant. A complete job description is located in the church 

lobby. 

 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

Building Fund Appeal Update 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School has been blessed by the faithfulness and generosity of our members, past and 

present.  Throughout the years, we have remained focused on our mission to make disciples – reaching out to 

those who do not know Jesus and nurturing the faith of those who already confess Jesus as Lord.  For St. Paul’s to 

do our best at making disciples now and in the future requires bold action to update and expand our facilities.  The 

prayerful vision is to expand our campus to fully support all aspects of our congregational and school ministry.  Our 

building project will provide better functionality, increased flexibility, and more capacity that will allow for our 

growing ministry. 

We are making good progress with our Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal preparations. We are kicking off 

our appeal as part of our October 17 worship services. During the week ahead, all members will receive in the mail 

an appeal packet containing additional information and a response form. 

Between now and November 14, please prayerfully consider how God is leading you to respond to this appeal.  All 

members are asked to return their appeal response by Commitment Sunday, November 14. If you prefer, you may 

provide your appeal response online by visiting our church website. 

Good News for IRA Rollovers 

The IRA Charitable Rollover Act allows for individuals age 70 ½ and older to make tax-free distributions from 

individual retirement accounts to a qualified charitable organization, like St. Paul’s! The maximum of $100,000 is 

per taxpayer each year. The amount transferred can be used to meet the donor’s required minimum distribution. 

Contact your financial advisor to find out how to make this possible and how it can benefit you and St. Paul’s 

Church & School. 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

  giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17 

Continued on backside 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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St. Paul’s Building Fund Appeal  

We have asked St. Paul’s members to share their words of support for our  

Grateful and Growing Building. 

The statement below comes from Drew Gronholz 

Why is the St. Paul’s an important part of your life? How has the congregation helped you and your family grow in faith? 

St. Paul's has been important in the nurturing and continued enrichment of me and my family's faith in our God and savior.  The 

congregation has been a blessing to provide the Christian fellowship we all need.  One particular milestone has been our two 

children attending all of their K - 8 schooling at St Paul's, along with their Baptisms and Confirmations.  What a blessing to be able 

to receive God's word throughout their education. 
  

Share your enthusiasm for the proposed building expansion project.  Why is the building expansion project important 

for the church’s mission and ministry? What about this project excites you the most? 

I am excited for the expansion project because of the increased possibilities we will have to reach our community both through the 

Church and School.  The project is important for St Paul's Mission and Ministry, because our current facility is holding us back in 

many aspects that this project addresses.  What excites me most about this project is that both our Church and our School will 

benefit in such a way that our children's children will experience the impact in their lives, not just our current members and 

students. 

Share any additional thoughts as to why you will be generous in your financial support of our Grateful and 

Growing Building Fund Appeal. 
 

All that I and my family have, is because God blessed us with it.  We should be generous in our returning it to him in support of 

advancing His kingdom on earth. 

 

 


