Support each other with God's Word and sacraments
Share Christ with our community and the world
Serve others in Christian love

Building Project Update: Congregational
Presentations in November
Church leaders have developed numerous resources and information for a planned building addition on the St. Paul’s campus.
In the coming 6-8 weeks, much information sharing is planned
along with opportunity for members to give input, voice opinions, and react to the planning. The Building Committee is now
ready to unfold plans with members, and we are excited for you
to see them.
The Finance Committee has made the decision to utilize the
services of a consulting firm to assist in our consensus planning
with members. St. Paul’s members will begin seeing and hearing more about this process. It is important for as many members as possible to be fully informed about plans before decisions are made. Mr. Jeff Davis of Cornerstone Stewardship Ministry has been assigned to work with us. Jeff’s focus is Biblebased planning and grace-filled giving options. He is a 37-year
veteran of ministry work and fund development, former principal
of two area Lutheran high schools, and has worked with over
100 WELS congregations and schools as consultant.
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It is important for the above plans from the Building and Finance
Committees to merge together into one cohesive, well thought
out, and strongly supported effort. Each St. Paul’s member is
now invited to hear more about these proposed plans.
Let us be very clear in stating that all plans are preliminary at
this stage. Our goal is invite each St. Paul’s member to attend
Informational Presentations where you will learn more about
those plans, have opportunity to ask questions, and respond
with a written “voice” as to next steps. During the November 1
weekend services, invitations to presentations will be
shared. You may also use the church website for the listing
of presentation dates.
It appears this is a critical time for our St. Paul’s Church family.
In fact, it can also be said that a historic decision will soon be
made within the next 6-12 months impacting the direction of our
church. Once again, we invite you to be part of this journey and
the many decisions to follow. May our gracious God give guidance and direction as plans unfold.
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Contact Us
Pastor Brett Ehlke
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.217.5660
Pastor Daniel Olson
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.797.5793
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church Onalaska, WI
stpaulsonalaska.org
608.783.2552

Devotion
“I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified.” 1 Corinthians 2:2
It’s no surprise to anyone that a presidential election is taking place in our
country. Our country seems so divided, so angry about this election. Perhaps,
you’ve wondered, “Why don’t our pastors talk more about the election, the
candidates, and who to vote for?” The simple answer is Christ has not called
us to do that.
What has Christ called the Church (all who trust in him) to do? Matthew 28:1920: go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
Pastor Brett Ehlke the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. The mission of the Church is not
to promote a social agenda that attempts to make the world a perfect place. The mission of the
Church is not to root out the evils of our world through a political process. The mission of the Church
is to proclaim the gospel - that Jesus came into this world to rescue and save sinners. The tool he
gives the Church to do that is the gospel in Word and Sacrament. The Holy Spirit is the one who
changes hearts through the gospel in Word and Sacrament.
What has Christ called the government to do? Romans 13:4 says For the one in authority is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. The
job of the government is to protect its people and to maintain law and order. The tools God has given the government is the threat of punishment. The government’s focus is more on outward behavior than changing hearts.
Do you see how different the purpose and the tools the Church and civil government possess?
When you read through the Bible, you see that theme again and again: The Church and the government have different purposes, different tools, and different goals. In 1 Corinthians 9, the Apostle
Paul writes: “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel.” writes earlier in 1 Corinthians 2: “I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” Paul’s
mission was to proclaim Christ to his people, and to change hearts through the message of the gospel. Not once does the Bible suggest that the mission of the Church is to promote a specific candidate because we have different missions, different purposes, and different tools.
It is important that we are active citizens. We belong to two kingdoms - we belong to an earthly kingdom, and even more importantly, we belong to Jesus’ perfect, eternal kingdom. Jesus said to Pilate:
“My kingdom is not of this world" (John 18).We have been blessed in our country to have a voice
in our government. We exercise that voice when we vote. Certainly, God’s Word informs how we
vote. Yet, at the same time, it would be inappropriate for your pastors to advocate for one political
candidate over another because Christ has not commanded the Church to preach politics. He's commanded the Church to preach the gospel. That is also why your pastors outside of the pulpit will not
publicly advocate one candidate over another. It's not because we don’t care about the election or
are uninformed about the issues, it’s because we want to serve as many people with the gospel as
we can. If I advocate for Candidate A over Candidate B, I certainly run the risk of creating a divide
between Candidate B supporters and me, and more importantly I could create a barrier from them
hearing about their Savior. “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak” (1 Corinthians 8:9).
(Continued on page 3)
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Pastors certainly have a God-given duty to proclaim God’s will about moral issues, like human life and
the command to love our neighbor. God's will about all moral issues will indeed affect the way Christians vote. But if the Church promotes one candidate over another, such endorsements ignore the fact
that many political candidates (no matter the party) stand for some issue which is not fully in line with
God’s holy will. It is enough if we preach about God’s will and then let people make educated decisions about their votes. It is also important to recognize that there are many political issues that are not
necessarily between right and wrong, and that Christians can have differences of opinion when it
comes to those things. A few examples would be tax codes and immigration policy.
One final thought: Psalm 146:3-5 says: Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who
cannot save. When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans
come to nothing. Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord
their God. The Lord tells us to not put our trust in human beings, including presidents, governors, and
senators. Because ultimately they cannot save. And so if the person you vote for doesn’t get elected
(or if he does get elected), remember do not put your trust in them. Put your trust in the Savior who
came and rescued you from sin. And rejoice because through faith, you are part of his kingdom, and
his kingdom will last forever.

Live Nativity in Riverside Park

One of the ways that WELS congregations in our area let their light shine at Christmas is through the
Live Nativity in Riverside Park during the Rotary Lights. If you are willing and able to help with the Live
Nativity, you will find the necessary information below. A lot of things are different this year because of
COVID. If you are not able to help out. please remember this service opportunity in your prayers! You
can check out the Live Nativity's Facebook page
Set-Up will start Saturday, Oct 31 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM and continue on
the following Saturdays before Thanksgiving. Lunch is provided.
Contact George Italiano (608-317-0271) if you have any questions.

Signup Link
Friday, November 27th
November 28th and 29th

Live Nativity Dates & Character Sign-Up Links Online sign up opens
at NOON on Sunday, Nov 1 Please read through the New Information
section BEFORE sign up.

December 5th and 6th
December 12th and 13th
December 19th and 20th
December 25th
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In order to ensure our continued ability to be allowed to operate the Live Nativity portion of the Rotary
Lights we need to follow the County Health Guidelines. Masks will be worn in the warming trailer,
except when eating or drinking. During your active shift, we suggest pinning up a scarf from your
clothing in the style of the times of Jesus, as you would if there were a sandstorm. Thank you for
helping us be able to continue spreading God’s Word at Riverside!
Available Roles
Joseph & Mary (2 of each) (HIGH SCHOOL AGE or OLDER) ****Must be from the same
Household*** -Sit with baby Jesus in the stable.
Tax collectors (2 total) (HIGH SCHOOL AGE or OLDER) -Collect taxes from the Jewish Citizens.
Record number of people coming through or walking that the Roman Soldiers give to you
Roman Soldiers (6 total) (HIGH SCHOOL AGE or OLDER) -Welcome people to Bethlehem, give
count of people in cars to Tax Collector - (How many people in this chariot? 5 citizens to pay taxes to
Caesar! You may proceed!”) and keep people on the far side of the street.
Jewish Citizen (4 total) (SEVENTH GRADE or OLDER)-Pay taxes to the tax collector.
Shepherds (5 total) (FIRST GRADE or OLDER) -Keep watch over the sheep. Tell people the good
news, “Jesus, the Savior, has been born in Bethlehem. Go see him!”
Props (ADULT ONLY) -Arrive at the park by 3:30pm and stay until 30 minutes after close doing
“behind-the scenes” work
Dressing Attendant (ADULT ONLY) -Arrive at ECE center (old St. Paul’s building in between 1st
Lutheran church and schoo in La Crossel) by 3:30pm-5:30pm to assist people with finding costumes
and pinning up scarves to cover masks during their shift so it looks more natural
Trailer Manager (ADULT ONLY)- Arrive at the warming trailer at 4pm. List of responsibilities will be
posted in the trailer. (beverages, sanitizing, etc)
***If you become ill, develop symptoms or end up having to quarantine please contact Maria
Johnson (text/call 608-397-4810) and she will call a replacement from someone on our
BACKUP character list for that evening.***
New Information
Due to limited numbers, please sign-up ONLY if you can be there the WHOLE EVENING. Thank you!
1.Get costumes and change between 4:00 and 5:00 PM at First Lutheran's new childhood ministries
building (the former St. Paul's Lutheran Church) next to the school on West Avenue
2.There is NO BUSSING -Parking is available in the CenturyTel Parking Lot. Please aim to arrive at
the park by 4:50 PM.
3.Only drinks available in warming trailer. (water, coffee, hot chocolate, apple cider) Please bring your
own supper/treats/etc.
4.Food Attendant will be replaced by a Trailer Manager. (list of responsibilities posted in trailer including, but not limited to, prepping warm beverages before the evening starts, sanitizing in between
shifts, and making sure costumes are collected in the provided bag at the end of the night if the person is not returning the next evening.)
We will need BACKUP people for each role. If the role you want is filled you can either check other
nights or sign-up to be “on call” if someone who signed up gets sick or has symptoms. (leave phone#
upon sign-up)
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Luther High School News
THE BIG KNIGHT

Finish the Work Update

Big Knight has been postponed until
April 24, 2021

2020 has been a very challenging year in many ways
but God’s blessings continue to flow in support of the
Finish the Work Campaign to pay for the building project at Luther High School. Below are bullet points on
key metrics for the campaign:

If you have any other questions,
please contact the Mission
Advancement office
John Byus
Director of Mission Advancement
byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us
608-783-5435 x1132

†

$417,019 - Gifts received this year through October 6th, 2020

†

$7,254,162 – Total gifts received towards the
building project

†

$4,460,615 – Balance on the current mortgage.

†

$25,925 – Monthly mortgage payments

†

$341,184 – Cash on hand (Goal to have a 12
month’s mortgage payment in the checking account)

†

$250,000 – Due to the generous gifts in 2020 we
were able to pay down the principle balance on
the mortgage by $250,000 in addition to the
monthly payments!

The Finish the Work Campaign is 100% donor supported and every gift received makes a difference,
bringing us closer to the goal of paying off the mortgage. Thank you for your prayers and continued financial support! This is your Luther High School!
In Christ, Greg Scriver Mitch Schultz John Byus

Let The Children Come
Jesus said “let the children come” and at Luther High School, our mission is the same. Providing a
Christ-centered education is as important now as it has ever been for families due to the pandemic. Our “Let the Children Come” grant challenge is a one-time opportunity to help future tuition
needs that may arise for our families during this unique time. The donors of this 30K challenge
hope to inspire you to join them to “Let the Children Come.”
For more information, please contact the Mission Advancement office:
John Byus, Director of Mission Advancement
byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us
608-783-5435 x1132
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New Wednesday 8:30 pm Bible Study Topic
We started two zoom Bible Classes on
Wednesday nights this Fall. Pastor
Krause will continue his class on Ephesians at 6:30 pm. Pastor Ehlke will be
finishing up his class on Christian vocation but will be starting a new topic on
October 28 and likely go through
Thanksgiving. We will be doing sermon-based studies
(we’ll study the sermon lesson from the previous Sunday). We’ve found sermon-based studies help give a
deeper connection to the sermon that was preached. If
interested in attending, email Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. We also have a few weekday
options going and hope in the new year to be able to offer
in-person classes.
Check out stpaulsonalaska.org for different Bible class
options.

November
1. John 10:22-42
2. Jn. 11:1-27
3. Jn. 11:28-44
4. Jn. 11:45-12:19
5. Jn. 12:20-36
6. Jn. 12:37-50
7. 2 Kings 1, 2
8. 2 Kgs. 3:1-4:7
9. 2 Kgs. 4:8-44

Pastor Olson's Starting Point Class
In-person Mondays at 6:30 pm

10. 2 Kgs. 5:1-6:7

Pastor Krause's Zoom Bible Class
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

12. 2 Kgs. 8, 9

11. 2 Kgs. 6:8-7:20
13. 2 Kgs. 10

Pastor Ehlke's Zoom Bible Class
Wednesdays at 8:30 pm

14. 2 Kgs. 11, 12
15. 2 Kgs. 13, 14

Zoom & In-Person Women's Bible Class
Mondays at 4 pm

16. 2 Kgs. 15, 16

Zoom Women's Bible Class
Thursdays at 6:30 am

17. 2 Kgs. 17
18. 2 Kgs. 18:1-19:7

In-Person Men's Bible Class
Saturday's at 8:00 am (meets at Kwik Trip)

19. 2 Kgs. 19:8-37
20. 2 Kgs. 20, 21
21. 2 Kgs. 22, 23

TIRED OF ISOLATION? Isolation and addiction don't go well together. Find Christian
friendship in Recovery in Christ. RIC meets
most Sundays, 6:00 pm at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Onalaska and most Wednesdays at
1:00 pm at the La Crosse Coulee Recovery
Center, 933 Ferry St. Call Pastor Bill Bader
for more details (608.567.3038).

22. 2 Kgs. 24, 25
23. John 13:1-20
24. Jn. 13:21-32
25. Jn. 13:33-14:14
26. Jn. 14:15-24
27. Jn. 14:25-15:8
28. Jn. 15:9-25

Caring Christians-Mental Health will
meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, November 2 at 6:30 p.m. The topic will
be: Forgiveness.
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29. Jn. 15:26-16:15
30. Jn. 16:16-33

Help for our Seniors

Wish List

One great way that we can respect our elders is by
taking care of their needs (yardwork, grocery shopping, cleaning, etc.). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear for our seniors
who are a higher health risk gives the rest of our
congregation an opportunity to serve them. If you
are a senior in our congregation in need of any type
of help, please let us know. Also, if you are a person
in our church willing to help our seniors, please let
us know. Contact the church office
(info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).

If you would like to help fund special projects
(outside our budget funding), please see the
items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on how to
make a donation. Click the link below to go to
the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the
menu at the top of the page, click Give and
then Wish List. Master Wish List

WELS Connection
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod.
Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection.
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 2nd Tuesday of each
month in the Fireside area of church at 6:30 pm. Our next meeting is
November 10th when we will be discussing “Esther Paradigm” by Sarah
Monzon. Most years in December we usually go out for a social gathering. However with all the new restrictions on December 8th we will get
together in the Fireside area of church for snacks and fellowship. For
those who like to read ahead we will be reading “If I Were You” by Lynn
Austin in January of next year. We are wearing masks and practicing
social distancing. Please come and join us. New members are always
welcome.
WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meet every other month on the
first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the fellowship hall) Children who are enrolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 6
months until they are 4. The quiet bags are not in use as of now due to
the pandemic. Our next meeting will be on Thursday November 5th.
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GOOD STEWARD REPORT
THE GRACE OF GOD
God’s grace is seen most clearly in His work of salvation. Although we deserve God’s eternal wrath
and punishment, His love moved Him to send His only Son into this world to suffer and die on the
cross as a complete payment for the sins of all people. But God’s grace is also seen in the many
blessings which He sends to us every day—family and friends, a home, food to eat, clothing and
shoes and much more. And God’s grace is also seen in His blessings on Good Steward. In spite of
the challenges associated with the pandemic, including the fact that our store was closed for more
than two months, our receipts for the first eight months of 2020 were $315,944, which is a little more
than 80% of last year’s receipts. This is a remarkable blessing for which we thank our gracious God.
GRANT REPORT
Volunteers at Good Steward, who work a certain number of hours, are given the privilege of nominating students for a grant. This year grants were given to 113 students at Luther High School. The
grants were $875 for the first child in a family and $615 for other children and amounted to $92,375.
In addition, we gave grants to 168 students attending area elementary schools. These grants were
$400 for the first child and $350 for other children and amounted to $63,400. We thank all who participated in this grogram. Now is the time to register for the privilege of nominating students for the
2021-2022 school year. Information may be obtained at the store.
STORE LEADER
As our store grew and expanded under God’s blessings, we hired workers to serve as coordinators.
We began with one and have now expanded to eight. We thank God for all of them. But in order to
operate efficiently and to maintain proper communication between all groups it became clear that we
needed a Store Leader or Manager. At the end of July this position was filled by Ms. Lisa Wendt.
We thank God for sending her to us and pray that her efforts will help to make Good Steward a better store for many years to come.
VOLUNTEERS
One of the greatest blessings and biggest needs at Good Steward are volunteer workers. We thank
God for them. But after time some people do move away or retire from working at our store. And
because of the current pandemic, some people are understandably reluctant to be out with large
groups of people. So, we are always eager to have new and more volunteers join us. Here is a
place to serve the Lord. Here is a place to meet and work with fellow Christians. Here is a place to
be a blessing for the cause of Christian education. Stop in at 1930 Rose Street in La Crosse during
regular hours, to learn more about us. We would be glad to have you on our team.
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School News
GIGO
Those familiar with computer science know what this title means. Even if
you don’t know the title in the form it is written, you likely have heard the
expression it represents: garbage in, garbage out. A computer program
does what it is programmed to do. If the data put into the program is bad,
what comes out of the program will be bad.
The GIGO concept has been applied in other areas of life. If you have a
poor diet, your body is not likely to function as well as it should. If all your
friends – whether online or face-to-face – are pessimists, you are likely to
be pessimistic. If you spend time listening to depressing music, you are
likely to have a more negative outlook on the day.
This same idea may be applied to our spiritual lives. If we surround ourselves with people – again, online or in-person – who bash organized religion, we are likely to acquire the same mindset. However, if we dig deep
into Scripture for hope and peace with God, and surround ourselves with
strong Christians who will challenge and build our knowledge of God’s
Word, we will grow in our love of our Savior and the souls of the people
around us.
What are you letting into your mind and heart? Is it making your faith
stronger? Is it leading you to sin? Guard your minds and your hearts from the evil that surrounds us.
Instead, immerse yourself in God’s promises!
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things.” Philippians 4:8
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The La Crosse Area Lutheran Schools Athletic Association (LALSAC) basketball season has been
delayed. Athletic Directors will meet again on November 4th. Lots of thought has gone into exploring
various ways for our schools to try to mitigate risks associated with a high-contact, indoor sport during the pandemic. There are also considerations about the ability to field teams due to reduced interest or need for players & coaches to quarantine due to exposure or illness.
While our Fall Science and Fine Arts Fair has been cancelled, Mrs. Ehlke has put together an Art
Fair for St. Paul’s students in grades 1-8. Mrs. Ehlke and others will judge the projects to provide
feedback to our budding artists, and Mrs. Ehlke will produce either a video or slide show to share
student projects.
In addition to the Art Fair, we are hoping to provide some other opportunities for students to participate in other events that are typically part of the Fall Science and Fine Arts Fair. The next event we
hope to offer is an online chess tournament.
GRATEFUL FOR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS
It has been heart-warming to see so many people step up to volunteer to help make it possible for
us to provide in-person instruction at St. Paul’s this year! We have regular volunteers for morning
health screening, some signing up for several times in a week. We have regular volunteers helping
with our lunch program. We have volunteers helping with our school library. We have volunteers
helping with cleaning. Daily we see evidence of people serving one another in love! If you would
like to volunteer, please contact the school office.
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MEASURES OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS (MAP) TESTING - FALL
Teachers have been wondering about the impact of the pandemic on the students in their classrooms. Are they way behind? St. Paul’s students in grades 3 through 8 took three MAP tests in
September. Results from Fall 2019 were compared with results from Fall 2020. Only students who
were tested both times at St. Paul’s are included in the comparison. Percentile ranks, in this case,
group scores to national group averages. 50 is an average group. Conditional Growth Percentile
compares group growth to national averages. Again, 50 is average growth for the group. A percentile of 95 means the group/grade scored as well as or better than 95% of same-aged grades across
the nation. What you see in the tables below are group scores, meaning the achievement of the
group as a whole is compared to other groups. These are not averages of the students individual
percentile scores.
Mathematics
Current Grade

Count

Fall 2019

Fall 2020

School Conditional

Student Median Conditional

4

15

80

60

1

30

5

15

80

78

38

37

6

19

57

72

97

76

7

16

90

94

80

73

8

22

95

95

24

47

In mathematics, all five of the grades show achievement above the national average of the 50 th
percentile, with two grades scoring in the 94th and 95th percentile! If these test results are an
accurate measure, our fourth graders did not make very good gains in math from 2019 to 2020.
However, their 80th percentile ranking Fall 2020 was quite high.
Reading
Current Grade

Count

Fall 2019

Fall 2020

School Conditional

Student Median Conditional

4

15

69

92

99

78

5

15

93

87

6

38

6

19

18

29

93

61

7

15

79

93

99

77

8

22

84

83

54

58

Again, achievement for our students in reading is high. Four of the five classes have percentile
rankings of the 83rd percentile or higher. The School Conditional Growth Percentile indicates that
three of the classes grew in their reading at a rate that puts them in the 93 rd percentile or higher.
That’s impressive! A conditional growth percentile of 50 would indicate average growth.
(Continued on page 11)
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Language Usage
Current Grade

Count

Fall 2019

Fall 2020

School Conditional

Student Median Conditional

4

15

94

96

89

67

5

15

96

95

33

47

6

19

53

71

98

67

7

16

90

95

98

78

8

22

95

95

38

38

Language Usage continues to be a strength for St. Paul’s students. In both Fall 2019 and Fall
2020, four of the five classes scored in the 90th percentile or higher. That is incredible achievement!
Three of the five classes realized significant growth, earning conditional growth percentiles of 89 or
higher.
In summary, the pandemic has had minimal impact on St. Paul’s student achievement, based on
these results. As classes, most continue to produce high achievement scores, and many show good
conditional growth scores. Mathematics in grades 4 and 5 may have been negatively impacted, as
indicated by conditional growth percentiles. However, achievement scores for these two grades continue to be above average. This does not mean that individual students have not been negatively
impacted by the pandemic. There are students whose Fall 2020 scores raise some concern. Overall, St. Paul’s students were able to effectively grow through distance learning in fourth quarter last
year, or at least be able to catch up well in our first four weeks of in-person instruction prior to testing. God be praised!

FALL WORK DAY AT ST. PAUL'S
Please join us on Saturday, November 7, for our fall work
day at St. Paul's. We will be working on various activities
to spruce up our building and grounds and prepare for
the winter season. Hours will be from 8 am until noon.
You may stay for any length of time that fits your
schedule, one hour to four. Hope to see you.
The Board of Trustees
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