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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
It's so easy to get distracted and preoccupied with things in this world that will not last. This weekend, we'll be
reminded that there is a day when Jesus will return in glory and judge the world. The good news? Our judge is also
the one who saved us and rescued us from our sin. We pray that the Lord keep us in our faith until the day we
stand before him. Lord, keep us mindful of the judgment!

Theme: Lord, Keep Us Mindful of the Judgment
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Service of the Word
BELLS AND WELCOME

OPENING HYMN: CW 441

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Verse six
O God, our help in ages, past,
Our hope for years to come,
Still be our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

STAND

Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: (spoken) And also with you.
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SONG OF CONFESSION:

“Lord, to Thee I Make Confession”
Singers:
We have come into God’s presence,
Maker of the heavn’s and earth.
He created us to love him,
To serve him as his precious child.
We have disobeyed and errored,
Thus, deserving wrath and anger.

P:

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Singers and Congregation:
Lord, to you I make confession
I have sinned and gone astray.
I have multiplied transgression
Chosen for myself my way.
Led by you to see my errors.
Lord, I tremble at your terrors.

P:

"This is the one I esteem; he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word," declares the
LORD. (Isaiah 66:2)

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me
according to your unfailing love.

Singers and Congregation:
Lord, on you I cast my burden,
Sink it in the depths below.
Let me know your gracious pardon;
Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let your Spirit leave me never.
Make me only yours forever.

P:

C:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to his will.
Amen.
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Singers and Congregation:
For your Son has suffered for me,
Giv’n himself to rescue me,
Died to save me and restore me,
Reconciled and set me free.
Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish
These dark fears and soothe this anguish.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may
always look forward to the end of this present age and to the day of your righteous judgment. Keep us
steadfast in true and living faith and present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Daniel 7:9-10

God revealed to the prophet Daniel a powerful picture of Jesus returning on Judgment Day. We can rejoice that,
when “the books are opened,” our spiritual record in God’s book will display Christ’s perfection. We can rejoice that,
for that reason, our names are written in God’s book of life.
9

“As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.
10
A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated, and the books were opened.
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SONG: (Sunday only)

“Before the Throne of God Above”
Singers:
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea,
A great High Priest whose name is love
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands
My name is written on His heart
I know that while in heav'n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
Singers:
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free,
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me,
To look on Him and pardon me.
Singers and Congregation:
Behold Him there, the risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless Righteousness,
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of glory and of grace
One with Himself, I cannot die,
My soul is purchased by His blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God.
One with Himself, I cannot die.
One with Himself, I cannot die.

SECOND LESSON:

I Thessalonians 5:1-11

How shall we live, knowing that Judgment Day can come at any time? The Apostle Paul’s words remind us: “Live as
children of the light.”
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will
come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
6

4

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all
children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not
be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live
together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 207

“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”
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Verse six
O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
Your saints are waiting patiently;
Come soon, Redeemer; make us free
From ev’ry evil. Amen.

SERMON LESSON:

Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus tells us what will happen on Judgment Day: he will return and separate the sheep from the goats. Rejoice
that, by God’s grace, you are one of his sheep and you will receive an eternal inheritance!
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’
44
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in
prison, and did not help you?’
45
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
46
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Theme: Lord, Keep Us Mindful of the Judgment
“Judgment Day Will Be Our Happiest Day”

STAND
8

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.

C:

We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

P:

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the
devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C:

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them
a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

P:

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime,
and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from
whatever perils may threaten them.

C:

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are
old and infirm.

P:

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools
upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your
gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
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C:

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is
hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to
help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

P:

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we
have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.

C:

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.

STAND

LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

P:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN: CWS 727

“There Is a Higher Throne”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: November 8, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 Call Meeting
 Grateful and Growing--Building Meetings
 Country

Worship Options
Worship
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25%
capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how
many people have signed up for the service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have
plenty of room.
Online Worship Options
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.

BUILDING UPDATE
You should be receiving a letter in the mail with information about meetings where building plans will be presented
to the congregation. The purpose of these meetings is to inform everyone of the work that has been done over the
last 6 months, to receive input from the congregation, and to work toward building a consensus on a plan that will
help expand our gospel ministry. Below is the schedule. There’s no need to sign-up for the in-person meetings, but
if you plan to attend a zoom meeting, please sign-up.

In-Person Special Meeting Schedule
Sunday November 8 at 11:30 am
Tuesday November 10 at 6:30 pm (after voters’ meeting)
Thursday November 12 at 7:30 pm
Saturday November 14 at 6:00 pm
Sunday November 15 at 9:15 am

Zoom Meeting Schedule
Monday November 16 at 6:30 pm and Wednesday November 18 at 6:30 pm
Sign-Up
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND BUILDING EXPANSION FUND
The Church Council has established a Capital Improvement and Expansion Building Fund, as directed by the Building
and Finance teams. Financial contributions into this fund will be used for future remodeling or building construction
expenses. Contributions can also be used for capital facility improvements or renovations not covered under
budgeted maintenance and repair funds. Future distribution of these funds will be approved by Church Council
and/or the Congregation.

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
The Building Team, in conjunction with Excel Architects, is currently seeking contacts for soliciting construction
manager services. This is a non-fee service that may turn into a contract in the event building occurs. At this time
the service is to bring expertise in construction methods, phasing, and pricing variables.

VOTER'S MEETING
A voter's meeting will be held Tuesday, November 10, at 6:30 pm. All voting members of St. Paul’s are
encouraged to attend this voter’s meeting. The agenda includes:
1. Appointment ratification for new board members.
2. Extend a call for second grade teacher
3. Building and Finance Team request $25,000 for Zoning approval work with Excel Engineering.

CALL MEETING
Second grade teacher, Linnette Fehr, has announced her resignation at the end of the 2020-2021 school year. The
Board of Education and Church Council has recommended the congregation issue a Call from the field to replace Mrs.
Fehr. A list of candidates will be viewed and a call will be issued at the voter’s meeting.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL UPDATE
Volunteers are needed to take each student's temperature before they enter school in the morning. To sign up to
help, please click on the Sign-Up Genius link or call the church/school office (608.783.2552 ext 0). Thank you so
much for your consideration.

TIRED OF ISOLATION?
Isolation and addiction don't go well together. Find Christian friendship in Recovery in Christ. RIC meets most
Sundays, 6:00 pm at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Onalaska and most Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the La Crosse
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry St. Call Pastor Bill Bader for more details (608.567.3038).

HOME-BOUND VISITING TEAM
Are you interested in visiting people who are home-bound or in an assisted living facility? With COVID, there have
been restrictions in place, but over the next few months, we’re hoping to create a team of people who would be
interested in making some visits once things improve to the point where that’s possible again. If interested in being
part of a team like that, please contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
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LIVE NATIVITY HELP NEEDED


Set-Up continues from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm on the Saturdays before Thanksgiving. Lunch is provided. For more
information, please contact George Italiano (608.317.0271).



Tree Cutting—people are needed to help cut and haul trees to Riverside park on Saturday, November 14th.
We will meet at the Bowman Tree Farm (4169 Barrell Rd. Sparta) at 9:00 am. Please let us know if you can
bring a chainsaw or if you have a truck/trailer we can use. You can sign-up on the Live Nativity RiversideDiorama Facebook page or click on this link. For more information, please contact Mimi Richmond at
608.347.1533.



Please sign up Online to serve as a Live Nativity character

St. Paul’s weekend to staff the Live Nativity is December 19th and 20th. The All Congregation Night is Friday,
November 27.
Please read through the NEW INFORMATION section (below) BEFORE signing up.
In order to continue the Live Nativity we will need to follow the County Health Guidelines. Masks will be worn in
the warming trailer, except when eating or drinking.
1. Due to limited numbers, please sign-up ONLY if you can be there the WHOLE EVENING. Thank you!
2. Get costumes and change between 4:00 and 5:00 pm at First Lutheran's new childhood ministries building
(the former St. Paul's Lutheran Church) next to the school on West Avenue.
3. There is NO BUSSING - Parking is available in the Centurytel Parking Lot. Please aim to arrive at the park by
4:50 pm.
4. Only drinks will be available in the warming trailer. Please bring your own supper/treats/etc.
5. The Food Attendant will be replaced by a Trailer Manager. A list of responsibilities will be posted in the
trailer.
6. We will need BACKUP people for each role. If the role you want is filled you can either check other nights or
sign-up to be “on call” if someone who signed up gets sick or has symptoms. (leave phone# upon sign-up)
If you are not able to help out, please remember this service opportunity in your prayers!

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Big Knight event postponed until Saturday, April 24, 2021.
Luther High School's Annual Fruit Sale
Order your fruit now through Thursday, November 19, through a music student or through Paul Adickes
at adicpaul@luther.k12.wi.us or call him at 608.608.783.5435 ext. 1340. Proceeds benefit the Music Department.
Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $ 36,950 ($24,723 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $ 439,840.
11/1/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $ 445,011.

PASTORAL CONTACTS:
Pastor Brett Ehlke
(608) 799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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