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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

What would it be like to meet God? We know he is almighty and holy. He loathes sin. No wonder that when God 

appears to his Old Testament people, their first response is typically terror. But when Jesus Christ came into our 

world, he hid his glory and power. He humbled himself so that sinners would be drawn to him rather than driven 

away in fear. 

 

 

 

Theme: When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles Himself 
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The Service: Setting Two. From Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Divine Service II, 

Northwestern Publishing House ©2008. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by 

permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “Come, Lord Jesus” Dan Schuette. “He Who Is Mighty” Kate Degraide, Rebecca Elliott 
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WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 302                            “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

God’s people, see him coming: your own eternal King! 

Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised King! 

Your King, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before him! All nations, now adore him! 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

GATHERING RITE 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (spoken) Amen. 

Singers sing the first refrain; the congregation will join for repeated refrains. 
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Repeat Refrain 

Pastor:  When the Lord comes near, he humbles himself. We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who hid 

his glory and power when he came into our world so that sinners would be drawn to him rather than driven 

away in fear. 

Congregation:  We remember Jesus who came as a humble baby and who will return at the end of time in glory. 

Not one of us knows what day that will be. 

P:  We hear his call to watch. 

C:  We light one advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

P:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C:  Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

One advent candle is lit. 

Refrain 

Repeat Refrain 

CONFESSION 

P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C:  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 

P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C:  Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
I have not loved others as I should.  
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  Silence for meditation and reflection 

P: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 
the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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THE WORD 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED  

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                    Jeremiah 33:14-16 

14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people of Israel and 
Judah. 

15 “‘In those days and at that time 
    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 
    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                        I Thessalonians 3:9-13 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of 
you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your 

faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord 
make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May 

he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when 
our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

BE SEATED 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 301               “Savior of the Nations, Come” 

Savior of the nations, come;  
Virgin’s Son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,  
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

Not by human flesh and blood,  
By the Spirit of our God 

Was the Word of God made flesh,  
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child  
Of the virgin undefiled, 

Though by all the world disowned,  
Yet to be in heav’n enthroned! 

From the Father’s throne he came  
And ascended to the same, 

Captive leading death and hell— 
High the song of triumph swell! 

Praise to God the Father sing,  
Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be  
Ever and eternally. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                     Luke 19:28-40 
8 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at 

the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, 
and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 

anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its 
owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread 
their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples 
began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

Theme: When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles Himself 
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STAND  

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

OFFERING HYMN: CW 334, verses 1 & 4               “I Stand Beside Your Manger Here” 

I stand beside your manger here, 

O Jesus, life from heaven. 

The gifts I bring as I draw near 

Are what to me you’ve given: 

My spirit, courage, mind, and heart-- 

Take all I am, take ev’ry part; 

In mercy let it please you. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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One thing I hope; my Savior, hear; 

Bestow on me this blessing, 

That I may ever hold you near, 

You as my own possessing. 

So let my heart your manger be; 

Come, holy child, lie down in me 

With all your joyful treasures. 

THE SACRAMENT 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  (spoken) We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  (spoken) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may 
live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  Sanctus 

       The choir sings the first time. The congregation joins to sing a second time. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P:  Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world and all who live 

in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even death on a 

cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us 

from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the 

kingdom of grace and glory. 

 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, and 

resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our 

thanks as we worship you— the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood 
of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

  
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  (spoken) Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  

       The choir sings the first phrase. The congregation joins on the following phrases. 
 

 

 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION  

SPECIAL MUSIC: “He Who Is Mighty” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 319                   “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 

Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring,  
Came with peace from realms on high; 

Jesus came to win redemption,  
Lowly came on earth to die; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility. 

Jesus comes again in mercy  
When our hearts are worn with care; 

Jesus comes again in answer 
 To an earnest, heartfelt prayer, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Comes to save us from despair. 



11 

Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,  
Bringing news of sins forgiv’n; 

Jesus comes with words of gladness,  
Leading souls redeemed to heav’n. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv’n. 

Jesus comes on clouds triumphant  
When the heav’ns shall pass away. 

Jesus comes again in glory;  
Let us, then, our homage pay, 

Alleluia! ever singing till the dawn of endless day. 

P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C:  his mercy endures forever. 

P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

P:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. 

Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help 

us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 

the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BLESSING 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 313      “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes!” 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev’ry voice a song. 

He comes the pris’ners to release, 
In Satan’s bondage  held. 

The gates of brass before him burst; 
The iron fetters yield. 
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He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of his grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Your welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
With your beloved name. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: November 28, 2021 

 

Prayers 

    Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal 

    St. Paul’s Divine Calls—Mrs. Jennifer A. Hahn to teach Preschool & Student Services Coordinator; Mrs. Karla 
M. Leitz to teach Kindergarten 

    Divine Calls to—Joe Fetcenko, 6th Grade Teacher and AD, to be Chair of the Science Department at West 
Lutheran High School in Plymouth, MN; Danielle Fetcenko, 4k teacher, to teach Kindergarten at Cross of 
Christ Ev. Lutheran School in Coon Rapids, MN 

    Comfort—for the family of Robert Wilson, brother-in-law of Ron Westphal 

Upcoming Worship Opportunities 

Wednesday Midweek Advent Services 
December 1, 8, & 15, 2:00 pm & 6:30 pm 

*Please note, no Thursday evening services will be held during the month of December. 

Advent suppers will be served prior to each midweek service beginning at 5:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

NEW BIBLE STUDY TOPICS 

The Sunday/Wednesday morning Bible studies will begin a new topic starting November 28. We’ll be starting a 

study on the first 12 chapters of Isaiah with a special focus on the prophecies about Jesus that we hear during the 

Advent and Christmas seasons. Class meets at 9:20 and 10:20 am on Sundays and Wednesdays at 9:00 am. 

All men are invited for an hour of Bible study and fellowship every Saturday at 8:00 am at the Kwik Trip just north of 

church on Sandlake Rd. Starting December 4, our men’s group will be studying the Augsburg Confession and what it 

means to boldly confess and stand on God’s Word in a world of doubt and confusion. If you have any questions, feel 

free to reach out to Steve Loehr: sloehr@kwiktrip.com.  

mailto:sloehr@kwiktrip.com
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CHANGE FOR SUNDAY MORNING TEEN BIBLE CLASS 

There will no longer be a “standalone” teen Bible class on Sundays at 10:20 am. We invite you to attend the 10:20 

am Bible class with your parents. (You are welcome to come by yourself, too!). The location of the 10:20 am Bible 

study is the Fellowship Hall (school lunchroom). 

HELP DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Sanctuary Christmas decorating will take place on Sunday, November 28, after the late service (we’ll start around 

11:45 am). Teens, we can especially use your help, but all are welcome to join the fun. A pizza lunch will be 

provided for all who stick around to help. Thank you! 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

Christmas choir practices have started and are being held on Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm. We'd love to have a 

large group of singers for this--anyone high school age and up is encouraged to join in on the fun! It's okay if you 

can't make it every time. Please contact Wendy Schibbelhut with any questions: 

wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

LIVE NATIVITY OPENING NIGHT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

What a fun and meaningful way to start out the Advent season with your family! Make Christmas memories while 

proclaiming the birth of our Savior to thousands of people at the Rotary Lights in Riverside Park! Check out the sign-

up link below for more information and to sign-up.  

Sign-up sheets are available in the church lobby or click on the links below. 

All Congregation Night: Saturday, December 25 

St. Paul's weekend, December 4 & 5 

USHERS FOR SPECIAL SERVICES 

We could use some help ushering for Thanksgiving, Wednesday Advent, and Christmas services. If interested, you 

can sign-up on the schedule sheet in the back of church or talk to Jerry Schwartz (jerryups@charter.net). 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST CHANGES SUNDAY TIME 

Recovery in Christ meets Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center and Sunday, November 28, 4:00 

pm here at St. Paul's. Please note the time change on this Sunday and future Sundays. Wednesdays 

place/day/times are unchanged. Recovery in Christ ministers to those who suffer from various addictions. 

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 

Calling all children grades 3K through 5th grade for a morning of Christmas activities to celebrate the Savior's birth. 

We will do crafts, make snacks, play games, and sing songs. Tell your friends as all are welcome to attend. We will 

meet here at church on Saturday December 11, from 9:00 am until noon. Registration starts at 8:45 am. Please fill 

out the registration for you child(ren) at this link or pick up a form in the church lobby. We are also looking for 

volunteers. Go to this link to sign up. Contact Kiri Dorn kiricooney18@gmail.com or Amanda Dostal 

ajdostal916@gmail.com with any other questions. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Help beautify the church with Christmas poinsettias. Poinsettias are $9 each and available in red or white. Order 

envelopes are available in the church lobby. The deadline to order is Sunday, December 5, 2021.ST.  

mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAC2BA3FCC25-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAC2BA3FCC25-december
mailto:jerrups@charter.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7B1m5yNJrYhlG4HtXOGs9GivVqqvFPoJkMnUnc30CX66HBg/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4cabab2aa7ffc61-christmas
mailto:kiricooney18@gmail.com
mailto:ajdostal916@gmail.com
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PAUL’S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
We are still looking to hire people for the following positions: Food Service Director and assistant, and 2 afternoon 

Surround Care positions (3:00-6:00 pm). Applications are available in the school office. Questions? Contact 

Benjamin Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-4822 ext. 222). 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL FINISH THE WORK CAMPAIGN 
Go to this link for an update on Luther's Finish the Work campaign. Copies are also available in the church lobby. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Offering Envelopes are here and in the church lobby. With a greater use of online giving, we decided not to order 

envelopes for people who did not use them last year. If you want physical envelopes, but don’t see your name in 

the stack of envelopes, please write your name on the sign-up sheet. For online giving options, head 

to www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give. 

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO JESUS 

Anticipated weekly offering = $27,159, received last week = $25,139 

Anticipated offerings year to date = $570,337, received to date = $531,310 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 
Grateful and Growing 

Building Fund Appeal Update 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School has been blessed by the faithfulness and generosity of our 

members, past and present.  Throughout the years, we have remained focused on our mission to make 

disciples – reaching out to those who do not know Jesus and nurturing the faith of those who already 

confess Jesus as Lord.  For St. Paul’s to do our best at making disciples now and in the future requires 

bold action to update and expand our facilities.  The prayerful vision is to expand our campus to fully 

support all aspects of our congregational and school ministry.  Our building project will provide better 

functionality, increased flexibility, and more capacity that will allow for our growing ministry. 

 

We are excited by the number of members who have responded to our Grateful and Growing Building 

Fund Appeal.  To everyone who has responded, THANK YOU!  So far, the kick-off gifts and the 3 year 

pledges we have received total over $1.8 million.  

 

We encourage everyone to prayerfully support our vision for the future. If you have not yet done so, please 

return your appeal response form to the church office.  If you prefer, you may provide your appeal response 

online by visiting our church website. If you did not receive, or need another appeal packet, please contact 

the church office at (608) 783-2552. 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17 

mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/d5962770-6937-5877-85bd-206088f85fa5/Finish_the_Work_Nov_LHS.pdf
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

