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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 

Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

 

A day of deliverance which God’s people eagerly await. Jesus promised, “I am coming soon”. But 

what does soon mean to the one who is the Alpha and Omega, the eternal God? We do not know. We want 

Christ to return quickly, because we know the Last Day will be a day of great deliverance for God’s people. But 

how long will we have to wait? Will it be in a few months or a few millennia? We cannot know. As we await 

Christ’s return, we want to avoid two extremes: impatience and indifference. Let us not despair if the 

deliverance of the Last Day does not come as quickly as we would like. But let us never doubt that that 

deliverance will indeed come. How do we avoid those extremes? How does Christ’s church remain ready and 

watchful? In this last week of the Church Year, our Savior does what he has done all year—point us to his 

Scriptures. The Scriptures record countless promises that have already been fulfilled in Christ. That assures us 

that the as-of-yet unfulfilled promises are as good as done. There is no doubting that the Last Day will come. 

There is no doubting it will be a day of blessed deliverance for God’s people 

 

 

Last Day: God's Word Produces Certainty for the Waiting 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Musicians: Annaliese Bruns, Jacob Bruns, Robert Bruns, Cole Bryant, Jim DePaulo, Connie Gronholz, Jack Hahm, 

Carrie Taylor, Nicole Wickus 

 
Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and 

OneLicense A-715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. Service of the Word. Copyright © 1993. OneLicense 

no. 715642. “Be Still My Soul,” Jason Ingram, Kari Jobe. “He Will Hold Me Fast” Matt Merker. “Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending” arr. 

by Koine. “Hymn of Heaven” Matt Maher. 
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Service of the Word 

Bells and Welcome 

Special Music: “Jesus, Keep Me Day by Day” Grades 1 & 2, (8:00 only) 

Song: Be Still My Soul (In You I Rest) 

Be still, my soul, the Lord is on thy side 

Bear patiently, the cross of grief or pain 

Leave to thy God, to order and provide 

In every change, He faithful will remain 

Be still, my soul, thy best thy heavenly friend 

Through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end. 

 

Be still, my soul, thy God doth undertake 

To guide the future as He has the past 

Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last 

Be still, my soul, the waves and wind still know 

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

 

In You I rest, in You I found my hope 

In You I trust, You never let me go 

I place my life within Your hands alone 

Be still, my soul. 

 

Be still, my soul, the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord 

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone 

Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored 

Be still, my soul, when change and tears are past 

All safe and blessed, we shall meet at last. 

 

In You I rest, in You I found my hope 

In You I trust, You never let me go 

I place my life within Your hands alone 

Be still, my soul. 

 

In You I rest, in You I found my hope 

In You I trust, You never let me go 

I place my life within Your hands alone 

Be still, my soul. 
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Be still, my soul. 

Be still, my soul. 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In his great mercy he has given us new birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  

and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade— 

kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power  

until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

The day of judgment is approaching; therefore, let us repent of our sins. 

Almighty God, we are weak and sinful. Forgive us when we doubt your eternal plans for us, that we may cling 

in faith to your grace. Grant that in these last days we remain true to your holy Word.  “Help us, O God our 

Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for your name’s sake.” (Psalm 79:9) 

God has spoken: “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins 

no more.” (Isaiah 43:25) Therefore your sins are forgiven.  Live without fear of punishment as you await the 

Lord’s return.  

Amen. 

Song: He Will Hold Me Fast        CW 

When I fear my faith will fail 

Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail 

He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold 

Through life's fearful path 

For my love is often cold 

He must hold me fast. 

 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 

He will hold me fast. 
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Those He saves are His delight 

Christ will hold me fast 

Precious in His holy sight 

He will hold me fast 

He'll not let my soul be lost 

His promises shall last 

Bought by Him at such a cost 

He will hold me fast. 

 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 

He will hold me fast. 

 

For my life He bled and died 

Christ will hold me fast 

Justice has been satisfied 

He will hold me fast 

Raised with Him to endless life 

He will hold me fast 

Till our faith is turned to sight 

When he comes at last. 

 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 

He will hold me fast. 

 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 

He will hold me fast. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait 

for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for your own from the foundation of the 

world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen.  
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First Reading   Habakkuk 1:1–3; 2:1-4 

 1The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 

2How long, LORD, must I call for help, 

 but you do not listen? 

Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 

 but you do not save? 
3Why do you make me look at injustice? 

 Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 

Destruction and violence are before me; 

 there is strife, and conflict abounds. 

1I will stand at my watch 

 and station myself on the ramparts; 

I will look to see what he will say to me, 

 and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 

 2Then the LORD replied: 

“Write down the revelation 

 and make it plain on tablets 

 so that a herald may run with it. 
3For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 

 it speaks of the end 

 and will not prove false. 

Though it linger, wait for it; 

 it will certainly come 

 and will not delay. 

4“See, the enemy is puffed up; 

 his desires are not upright— 

 but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness— 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading  Luke 12:35–40 

 35“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like servants waiting for their master to return 

from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37It 

will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress 

himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38It will be good for those 

servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let 

his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 

not expect him.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Children’s Message 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    CW 487 

1. Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

    Swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Christ reveals his endless reign. 

 

2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold him 

    Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who ridiculed and sold him, 

    Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

    Shall their true Messiah see. 

 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 

    Still his dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation 

    To his ransomed worshipers. 

With what wonder, with what wonder, 

    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore you 

    High on your eternal throne; 

Ev’ry knee shall bow before you;  

     Come and take your people home! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    You shall reign, and you alone! 

Sermon Reading    Revelation 22:6–13 

 6The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, 

sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” 

 7“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll.” 

 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a 

fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship 

God!” 
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 10Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. 11Let the 

one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does right 

continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 

 12“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have 

done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

Sermon 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

Special Music: “Let All Things Now Living” cello duet 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 

and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without 

fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  (Jude 24-25) 

Amen. 

 

Song: Hymn of Heaven 

Singers only: 

How I long to breathe the air of Heaven 

Where pain is gone and mercy fills the streets 

To look upon the One who bled to save me 

And walk with Him for all eternity. 

 

There will be a day when all will bow before Him 

There will be a day when death will be no more 

Standing face to face with He who died and rose again 

Holy, holy is the Lord. 

 

Singers and congregation: 

And every prayer we prayed in desperation 

The songs of faith we sang through doubt and fear 

In the end, we'll see that it was worth it 

When He returns to wipe away our tears. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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There will be a day when all will bow before Him 

There will be a day when death will be no more 

Standing face to face with He who died and rose again 

Holy, holy is the Lord. 

 

And on that day, we join the resurrection 

And stand beside the heroes of the faith 

With one voice, a thousand generations 

Sing, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain" 

 

And on that day, we join the resurrection 

And stand beside the heroes of the faith 

With one voice, a thousand generations 

Sing, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain" 

 

Singers only: 

“Forever He shall reign" 

 

So let it be today we shout the hymn of Heaven 

With angels and the saints, we raise a mighty roar 

Glory to our God who gave us life beyond the grave 

Holy, holy is the Lord. 

 

Singers and congregation: 

So let it be today we shout the hymn of Heaven 

With angels and the saints, we raise a mighty roar 

Glory to our God who gave us life beyond the grave 

 

Holy, holy is the Lord 

Holy, holy is the Lord 

Holy, holy is the Lord 

Announcements 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: November 20, 2022 

 

Prayers 
   49th Wedding Anniversary—Larry and Diane Lindesmith 

   Surgery—Christin Skolnik 
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BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

A list of all the different Bible Study options is available in the church lobby. Adult Bible studies are offered at 9:20 

am in the Fellowship Hall and 10:20 in the Grace Room. Fall Sunday School is available for 3K (potty trained) 

through Grade 6.  Class runs 9:15 am-10:15 am. Look for signs directing your children to their appropriate rooms.  

NEW WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY TOPIC: 

The 4:00 pm Women's Bible study will start Names of God on Monday, November 21. 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING UPDATE - LET’S BUILD…THANKSGIVING TO OUR GRACIOUS GOD! 
Whew and Wow!  Our four-week pledge appeal has been an awesome and humbling whirlwind to witness! Through 
this effort, $1,680,326.00 has been committed toward bridging the gap between building costs and pledges 
received. What an amazing response our St. Paul’s family has made to the call of ministry expansion and, 
ultimately, to the call of sharing the love of Jesus with more souls!  We thank God for moving the hearts of His 
people in such a generous and devoted way.  

In the event, you still wish to pledge, you can do so HERE or pick up a form in the church lobby. 

This week, our Church Council, members from the Grateful and Growing Taskforce, and our Building Team met to 
discuss what recommendations should be brought to the congregation regarding our next steps. They considered a 
new opportunity with the WELS Church Extension Fund which brings down the cost of financing to a much lower 
level. After lengthy discussion, it was clear to the Council that we should move forward with the building project.  

Open forums are scheduled for November 30 at 7:15 pm and December 4 at 11:30 am.  

A voters meeting will be held at noon on December 4 to vote on proceeding forward with building the 
expansion.  We hope to see you there and pray for the Lord’s blessing. 

The words of Jeremiah 17:7 have been our battle cry through this pledge appeal and they will continue to serve us 
as we plan for the future of St. Paul’s ministry. To God be the Glory forever and ever! 

Jeremiah 17:7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him.” 

NOVEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT 

The November Treasurer’s report is available in the church lobby or click on this link. 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Please email the office at info@stpaulsonalaska.org if you currently have envelopes, but would prefer not to have 

2023 offering envelopes assigned to you. Thank you for your response and your support of the ministry here at  

St. Paul's. 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 

Thanksgiving worship services will be held on Wednesday, November 23 at 6:30 pm and Thursday, November 24 at 

9:00 am. The 9:00 am Thanksgiving service and the 6:30 pm Mid-week Advent services will be live streamed. 

THANKSGIVING DAY TRAFFIC 

Part of Sand Lake Rd. may be blocked on Thanksgiving Day due to the Turkey Trot. If coming to church from the 

south or on Main St., it’s best to turn on 14th Ave. and then turn left on Madison St. to get into our parking lot. If 

coming from the north, it’s best to turn left on 14th Ave. (just south of HWY 53) and then turn right on Madison St. 

to get into our parking lot. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmfXpLx0MvYid5I75wtStWXnilrHp6qPOhAMXIw8L33035hg/viewform
file://///fs3/officestaff/Financial/Treasurer's%20report%20to%20congregation%202022-11-15.pdf
mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
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HURRICANE IAN DEVASTATION  

Hurricane Ian brought devastation to a number of areas across the southeast part of our country. A number of our 

WELS churches were affected, but Abiding Love Lutheran Church in Cape Coral, FL, was hit the hardest. Ben Mahnke, 

a former member of St. Paul's in Onalaska, serves there as a Staff Minister. Please continue to pray for those affected 

by this hurricane. If you would like to donate to this fund, mention "Good Samaritan Fund" on your envelope. 

CENTRAL AFRICAN MEDICAL MISSION NEWSLETTER 

This month's CAMM letter was written by Lusungu Mwambeye, Clinic Administrator for the Lutheran Mobile Clinic 

in Malawi. Copies of the November newsletter are available in the church lobby. 

LIVE NATIVITY SIGN-UP 

Start a new family tradition of sharing the good news of Christ’s birth and salvation by volunteering at 

the Live Nativity in Riverside Park, La Crosse. Many volunteers are needed to staff the All Congregation 

Nights Friday, November 25 and Sunday, December 25. In addition to the All Congregation Nights, St. 

Paul's will join other local congregations in staffing the Live Nativity the weekend of December 10th and 

11th. Scan the QR code for more information and to sign up for one of the Live Nativity nights. Paper copies will 

also be available in the church lobby. 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT—TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT 

Ladies, please join us for an evening of beautiful music, fellowship, program, and dessert at the Advent by 

Candlelight event. This event will be held Sunday, November 27 at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme 

is “Take Me to The Manger.” Today is the last day to reserve your seat. Volunteers are needed to be table 

hostesses. If you have any questions, please contact Jan Westerman at 608-781-1940 or 

jkwesterman1@yahoo.com. 

CHRISTMAS SEASON MUSICIAN SIGN-UP 

We'd love to have lots of singers and instrumentalists helping out with music during services in 

December, especially for our Christmas Eve services! Please sign up by filling out a paper survey in the 

church entryway, or by contacting Wendy Schibbelhut at wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org. The 

Christmas Choir is now practicing every Wednesday night at 6:30. Even if you can't make it to all 

practices, we'd love to have you! 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS—ORDER NOW 

Help beautify the church with Christmas poinsettias. Poinsettias are $10 each and are available in red or white. 

Order envelopes are available in the church lobby. The deadline to order is Friday, December 9, 2022. 

SNOW REMOVAL 

Volunteers are still needed to help with winter snow removal. Contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, if 

interested. 

USHERING 

If you are currently not on the ushering schedule but would like to serve, you can sign up on the table in the back of 

church or talk to Pastor Ehlke. Ushering is open to confirmed males of our congregation. If you are currently on the 

ushering list but would prefer not to serve, please let Pastor Ehlke know. 

 

 

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
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USHERING FOR SPECIAL SERVICES 

We are looking for ushers for upcoming midweek services (Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas). If you’d like to serve, 

please sign up on the table in the back of church. 

RADIO SERVICES 

The Lutheran Radio Committee is seeking a person with computer skills to prepare our radio services for airing on 

WKTY. Interested parties should contact Pastor Roger Sachs at: church@firstlacrosse.org or 608-784-5035. 

ARK ENCOUNTER AND CREATION MUSEUM 

First Lutheran, La Crescent has organized a 4-day bus trip along with Philipps Tours to visit the Ark Encounter and 

Creation Museum in northern Kentucky. The dates are Monday, May 22 through Thursday, May 25. Cost per person 

for double occupancy is $640. This price includes all transportation, all lodging, admissions to both sites, and 7 

meals. This invitation may be shared with friends and relatives outside our congregation. Registration forms are 

available in the church lobby. 

ST. PAUL'S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

We are seeking kind, caring individuals to fill a part-time Surround Care position. Responsibilities include planning 

and leading daily activities and maintaining a clean, safe, and inviting environment for students. Hours needed will 

typically be 3:00-6:00 pm. If you or someone you know has a love for children and serving their Savior, please 

contact Lydia Walter (admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 783-2552 ext. 233) or our school office for more information.  

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve Service: 11/23/2022, (6:30 pm): Gary Frahm, Steve Loehr 

Thursday, Thanksgiving Service: 11/24/2022, (9:00 am): Volunteers 

Sunday Services, 11/27/2022:  

(8:00 am) Mike Schuldt, Mitch Schultz, Terry Thienes 

(9:15 am) Dean Fluegge, Dean Wetzel 

(10:30 am) Steve Kinderman, Adam Krajewski, Darin Streeck, Jared Wickus 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717    behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660    skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

 

mailto:church@firstlacrosse.org
mailto:admin@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

