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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Lord, keep us faithful to your Word! The Festival of the Lutheran Reformation of the Church emphasizes the true
Church's unfailing reliance on the Word of God and unflinching testimony to it in the face of persecution. Jesus
promised to pour out his Spirit on the Church that we might be God's mouthpiece even before kings. Today the
Church prays that the Lord give us the strength to be faithful and the peace of knowing our lives are safe in his
hands.

Theme: Lord, Keep Us Faithful to Your Word

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:
Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson
Organist: Joleen Stratman
Thursday musician: Mimi Richmond
Musicians: Zach Johnson, Dan and Lauren Larson, Katie Olson, Greg and Micah Schibbelhut, Andrew Wehausen,
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Cover Art: Lori Ehlke
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “Introit for Reformation” Kurt Eggert. “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” John Behnke.
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Service of Word and Sacrament
BELLS AND WELCOME

OPENING HYMN: CW 201

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

STAND

INVOCATION AND RESPONSES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: (spoken) Amen.
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P:

When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” he willed the entire life of believers to be one
of repentance. Thesis 1

C:

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin. Psalm 51:1-2

P:

Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have indulgence letters
will be eternally condemned, together with their teachers. Thesis 32

C:

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written:
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue
to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Galatians 3:10

P:

Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even without
indulgence letters. Thesis 36

C:

Praise the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases.
He does not treat us as our sins deserve,
or repay us according to his iniquities.
For as far as the east is from the west,
So far has he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:2,3,10,12

P:

Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and the church.
This is given to him by God, even without indulgence letters. Thesis 37

C:

A righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known,
to which the Law and the Prophets testify.
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. Romans 3:21-25

P:

It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the one selling indulgences, or even
the pope, were to offer his soul as security. Thesis 52

C:

Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel
other than the one we preached to you,
let him be eternally condemned! Galatians 1:8
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P:

The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.

C:

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand.
And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1-2

P:

Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their head, through penalties, death,
and hell, and thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than
through the false security of peace. Theses 94 & 95

C:

Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,
so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while,
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.
To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:13 & 5:10-11

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 390

Thesis 62

“Salvation Unto Us Has Come”

Salvation unto us has come by God’s free grace and favor.
Good works cannot avert our doom; they help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, who did for all the world atone;
He is the one Redeemer.
All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise to Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by his grace—all glory to his merit!
O Triune God in heav’n above, you have revealed your saving love;
Your blessed name be hallowed!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their
enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

BE SEATED

PSALM OF THE DAY: “Introit for Reformation” (Psalm 46) sung by singers
5

THE WORD
GOSPEL:

Matthew 10:16-23

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be
on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account
you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest
you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be
you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
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“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have
them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be
saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
21

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 280, verses 1, 3, 5

“Thy Strong Word”

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; at thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; bright with thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, and our lives our hope confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Give us lips to sing thy glory, tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats to shout the hope that fills us, mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia! May the light which thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, alleluias without end!

SERMON LESSON:

Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his
God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for
help. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during
the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown
into the lions’ den?”
10

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be
repealed.”

6

16

So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel,
“May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and
with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace
and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.
17

19

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to
Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been
able to rescue you from the lions?”
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Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They
have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your
Majesty.”

The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no
wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

Theme: Lord, Keep Us Faithful to Your Word

STAND

CONFESSION OF FAITH (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article III:9-11)
Regarding the righteousness of faith before God, we unanimously believe, teach, and confess on the
basis of the general summary of our Christian faith and confession expressed above that poor sinful
people are justified before God, that is, absolved—pronounced free of all sins and of the judgment
of the damnation that they deserved and accepted as children and heirs of eternal life—without the
least bit of our own “merit or worthiness,” apart from all preceding, present, or subsequent works.
We are justified on the basis of sheer grace, because of the sole merit, the entire obedience, and the
bitter suffering, death, and the resurrection of our Lord Christ alone, whose obedience is reckoned
to us as righteousness.
The Holy Spirit conveys these benefits to us in the promise of the holy gospel. Faith is the only means
through which we lay hold of them, accept them, apply them to ourselves, and appropriate them.
Faith itself is a gift of God, through which we acknowledge Christ our redeemer in the Word of the
gospel and trust in him. Only because of his obedience does God the Father forgive our sins by grace,
regard us as upright and righteous, and give us eternal salvation.
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BE SEATED

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O
Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In his German Service, Martin Luther suggested that the congregation use a paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer as a
way of learning the true meaning of the prayer.
P:

O God, through Jesus’ sacrifice you have restored us as your forgiven children. In his name we pray:

C:

Our Father in heaven,

P:

Help us to know you through your inspired Word and to live according to it as children in your family.

C:

Hallowed be your name.

P:

Give us your Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts as your faithful people and use us to extend your kingdom of
grace to others.

C:

Your kingdom come.

P:

Make us zealous to live according to your will as the angels in heaven do, so that the devil, the world and our
sinful nature might not distract us from the path to glory.

C:

Your will be done on earth as in heaven.

P:

Merciful Lord, since you are the provider of all things necessary for our bodies; fill us with trust, contentment
and thankfulness.

C:

Give us today our daily bread.

P:

Continue to blot out our iniquities and help us gladly to forgive and do good to those who wrong us.

C:

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
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P:

We know the devil seeks to destroy our souls and the world lures us to ruin by appealing to the desires of our
flesh. Grant us strength to resist all temptations and the trap of unrepented sin.

C:

Lead us not into temptation.

P:

Keep our bodies and souls safe, and above all send the Holy Spirit to preserve our faith in Christ which leads
to life everlasting where we will be delivered from all evil forever.

C:

But deliver us from evil.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

For all these petitions we look to you as King of Kings and Lord of lords. You alone hold the power to grant
our requests and we worship you from whom all blessings flow.

C:

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

P:

Relying on Jesus, who cancelled our sins and made us acceptable in your sight, we pray with confidence:

C:

Amen. It shall be so.

THE SACRAMENT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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P:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
He protects and preserves his Church in every age and gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for
Jesus with joy.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of
the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
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P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 317

“O Lord, We Praise You”
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THANKSGIVING

STAND

THANK THE LORD

P:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the
world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who
have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and
holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN: CW 203
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
Please note that musical intervals will be sung between each verse by the choir.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: November 1, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 Aunt of Erin Cooper–diagnosed with breast cancer
 Pregnancy Complications—Erin Cooper
 Abigail Peterson—started basic training in the Army National Guard
 Malignant Tumor Removed—Laura Spittlemeister, daughter of Mike Murry

Worship Options
Worship
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25%
capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how
many people have signed up for the service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have
plenty of room.
Online Worship Options
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.

BUILDING UPDATE
You should be receiving a letter in the mail with information about meetings where building plans will be presented
to the congregation. The purpose of these meetings is to inform everyone of the work that has been done over the
last 6 months, to receive input from the congregation, and to work toward building a consensus on a plan that will
help expand our gospel ministry. Below is the schedule. There’s no need to sign-up for the in-person meetings, but
if you plan to attend a zoom meeting, please sign-up.

In-Person Special Meeting Schedule
Thursday November 5 at 3:30 pm
Sunday November 8 at 11:30 am
Tuesday November 10 at 6:30 pm (after voters’ meeting)
Thursday November 12 at 7:30 pm
Saturday November 14 at 6:00 pm
Sunday November 15 at 9:15 am

Zoom Meeting Schedule
Monday November 16 at 6:30 pm and Wednesday November 18 at 6:30 pm
Sign-Up
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NEW 8:30 PM BIBLE STUDY TOPIC
We started two zoom Bible Classes on Wednesday nights this Fall. Pastor Krause will continue his class on
Ephesians at 6:30 pm. Pastor Ehlke will be finishing up his class on Christian vocation but will be starting a new topic
on October 28. We will be studying the book of Philippians for four weeks. If interested in attending, email Pastor
Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND BUILDING EXPANSION FUND
The Church Council has established a Capital Improvement and Expansion Building Fund, as directed by the Building
and Finance teams. Financial contributions into this fund will be used for future remodeling or building construction
expenses. Contributions can also be used for capital facility improvements or renovations not covered under
budgeted maintenance and repair funds. Future distribution of these funds will be approved by Church Council
and/or the Congregation.

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
The Building Team, in conjunction with Excel Architects, is currently seeking contacts for soliciting construction
manager services. This is a non-fee service that may turn into a contract in the event building occurs. At this time
the service is to bring expertise in construction methods, phasing, and pricing variables.

TIRED OF ISOLATION?
Isolation and addiction don't go well together. Find Christian friendship in Recovery in Christ. RIC meets most
Sundays, 6:00 pm at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Onalaska and most Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the La Crosse
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry St. Call Pastor Bill Bader for more details (608.567.3038).

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH
Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, November 2, at 6:30 pm.
The topic will be: Forgiveness.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL UPDATE
Volunteers are needed to take each student's temperature before they enter school in the morning. To sign up to
help, please click on the Sign-Up Genius link or call the church/school office (608.783.2552 ext 0). Thank you so
much for your consideration.

FALL WORK DAY AT ST. PAUL'S
Please join us on Saturday, November 7, for our fall work day at St. Paul's. We will be working on various activities
to spruce up our building and grounds and prepare for the winter season. Hours will be from 8 am until noon. You
may stay for any length of time that fits your schedule, one hour to four. Hope to see you. The Board of Trustees

HOME-BOUND VISITING TEAM
Are you interested in visiting people who are home-bound or in an assisted living facility? With COVID, there have
been restrictions in place, but over the next few months, we’re hoping to create a team of people who would be
interested in making some visits once things improve to the point where that’s possible again. If interested in being
part of a team like that, please contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
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LIVE NATIVITY HELP NEEDED
•

Set-Up starts Saturday, October 31, from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm and continues on the following Saturdays before
Thanksgiving. Lunch is provided. For more information, please contact George Italiano (608.317.0271).

•

Tree Cutting—people are needed to help cut and haul trees to Riverside park on Saturday, November 14th.
We will meet at the Bowman Tree Farm (4169 Barrell Rd. Sparta) at 9:00 am. Please let us know if you can
bring a chainsaw or if you have a truck/trailer we can use. You can sign-up on the Live Nativity RiversideDiorama Facebook page or click on this link. For more information, please contact Mimi Richmond at
608.347.1533.
Online sign up opens for Live Nativity characters at noon on Sunday, November 1.

•

St. Paul’s weekend to staff the Live Nativity is December 19th and 20th. The All Congregation Night is Friday,
November 27.
Please read through the NEW INFORMATION section (below) BEFORE signing up.
In order to continue the Live Nativity we will need to follow the County Health Guidelines. Masks will be worn in
the warming trailer, except when eating or drinking.
1. Due to limited numbers, please sign-up ONLY if you can be there the WHOLE EVENING. Thank you!
2. Get costumes and change between 4:00 and 5:00 pm at First Lutheran's new childhood ministries building
(the former St. Paul's Lutheran Church) next to the school on West Avenue.
3. There is NO BUSSING - Parking is available in the Centurytel Parking Lot. Please aim to arrive at the park by
4:50 pm.
4. Only drinks will be available in the warming trailer. Please bring your own supper/treats/etc.
5. The Food Attendant will be replaced by a Trailer Manager. A list of responsibilities will be posted in the
trailer.
6. We will need BACKUP people for each role. If the role you want is filled you can either check other nights or
sign-up to be “on call” if someone who signed up gets sick or has symptoms. (leave phone# upon sign-up)
If you are not able to help out, please remember this service opportunity in your prayers!

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Big Knight event postponed until Saturday, April 24, 2021.
Luther High School's Annual Fruit Sale
Order your fruit now through Thursday, November 19, through a music student or through Paul Adickes
at adicpaul@luther.k12.wi.us or call him at 608.608.783.5435 ext. 1340. Proceeds benefit the Music Department.
Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $ 20,356 ($24,723 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $ 402,890.
10/25/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $ 420,288.

PASTORAL CONTACTS:

Pastor Brett Ehlke
(608) 799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660
Pastor Dan Olson
(608) 797.5793

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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