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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Do you feel like a conqueror? Do you feel victorious in this world? Very often, we're reminded that a Christian's life
is characterized by suffering and bearing crosses in this vale of tears. This Sunday, we'll point our eyes ahead to the
victory and crown we will experience in full when Jesus rescues his Church from this broken and fading world.

Theme: Lord, Keep Us Watchful for Our Triumph
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BELLS AND WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP: Revelation 7:9-17
P: I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people
and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.
C: They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.
P: And they cried out in a loud voice:
C: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
P: All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell
down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying:
C: "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God forever and
ever. Amen!"
P: Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?"
C: I answered, "Sir, you know."
P: And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
C: Therefore, "They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on
the throne will spread his tent over them.
P: Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching
heat for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water.
C: And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
P: On this “Saints Triumphant Sunday,” we worship—with the saints and martyrs and angels of heaven—God the
Father, God the Son (†), and God the Holy Spirit!
C: Amen!
OPENING HYMN: CW 214

“Jerusalem the Golden”

Jerusalem the golden, with milk and honey blest
The sight of it refreshes the weary and oppressed.
I know not, oh, I know not what joys await us there,
What radiancy of glory, what bliss beyond compare.
They stand, those halls of Zion, all jubilant with song
And bright with many an angel and all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever in them; the daylight is serene;
The pastures of the blessed are ever rich and green.
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There is the throne of David, and there, from care released,
The shout of them that triumph, the song of them that feast;
And they who with their leader have conquered in the fight
Forever and forever are clad in robes of white.
Oh, sweet and blessed country, the home of God’s elect!
Oh, sweet and blessed country that eager hearts expect!
Jesus, in mercy bring us to that dear land of rest;
You are with God the Father and Spirit ever blest.

CONFESSION, ABSOLUTION, AND SONG: “Boldly I Approach Your Throne”
P: Beloved of God, we rejoice to be numbered with the saints. In confidence, let us come before our gracious Lord
to confess our sins and to receive His gracious forgiveness.
Singers alone:
By grace alone somehow I stand
Where even angels fear to tread
Invited by redeeming love
Before the throne of God above.
He pulls me close with nail-scarred hands
Into His everlasting arms.
When condemnation grips my heart
And Satan tempts me to despair
I hear the voice that scatters fear
The Great I AM the Lord is here.
Oh, praise the One who fights for me
And shields my soul eternally.
Boldly I approach Your throne;
Blameless now I'm running home.
By Your blood I come,
Welcomed as Your own
Into the arms of majesty.
C: Almighty God, we are by nature sinful and unclean. We repent of our sins in thought and in word and in deed.
In Your mercy, forgive us. Create in us clean hearts, O God, that we may serve you as your redeemed people now
and forever.
P: Because of the sacrifice of His beloved Son for the sins of all people, God has promised His forgiveness.
Therefore, as a called servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. May you ever live as the saints that you are in Christ Jesus.
C: (spoken) Amen
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Singers and Congregation:
Behold the bright and risen Son
More beauty than this world has known
I'm face to face with Love Himself
His perfect spotless righteousness
A thousand years, a thousand tongues
Are not enough to sing His praise.
Boldly I approach Your throne;
Blameless now I'm running home.
By Your blood I come
Welcomed as Your own,
Into the arms of majesty.
Boldly I approach Your throne;
Blameless now I'm running home
By Your blood I come
Welcomed as Your own,
Into the arms of majesty.
By Your blood I come
Welcomed as Your own,
Into the arms of majesty.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from this world of sin
and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the
marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: (spoken) Amen.
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 25:1-13
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any
oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
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“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
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“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil; our lamps are going out.’
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“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some
for yourselves.’
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“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in
with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
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“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’
5
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“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
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“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY: CWS 727

“There Is a Higher Throne”
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SERMON LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not
grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell
you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive
and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with
the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Theme: Lord, Keep Us Watchful for Our Triumph

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Lord of eternity and King of saints, all the heavens adore you. Saints and angels sing before you.
C: We too join them to praise your majesty.
P: You clothe us with garments of splendor. You bless us with grace and mercy in this life and eternal glory forever.
What underserved love you show us!
C: We thank you, Lord, that you have made us your saints.
P: Encourage us by your gracious promises. Forgive our failures to live as you desire. Strengthen the faith of all who
are weak and wandering.
C: Give us power to live as your faithful people.
P: Your saints will triumph forever in new heavens and a new earth. The sound of weeping and crying will be heard
no more. We anticipate with joy an eternity of perfect fellowship with you.
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C: Be with us as we work and witness for Christ, so that many more people can join us before your throne.
P: Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayers.
P: Lord of life, the day is coming when you will come down from heaven with the voice of the archangel and the
trumpet call of God. On that glorious day, the saints triumphant will rise in bright array, clothed in your perfect
righteousness.
C: Give us strength until that day when we will share fully in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
P: In the name of Jesus, we join together to pray the prayer he taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

READING OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (Between verses of CW 551 “For All the Saints”)
For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who you by faith before the world confessed,
Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
P: I am resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
C: And whoever lives and believes in me will never die. (John 11:25-26)
Judith Jean Wright, November 9, 2019
Sandra Brown, November 19, 2019
Opal Ruth Hauser, November 28, 2019
P: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God.
C: Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. (Colossians 3:1-2)

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one within your great design.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

P: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
C: And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God. (Job 19:25-26)
Bernice Elizabeth Roellich, December 11, 2019
Eugene Carl Falkenberg, January 25, 2020
Sandra Kay Hunder, February 10, 2020
8

P: I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes in him who sent me has eternal life and will not
be condemned;
C: He has crossed over from death to life. (John 5:24)
The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon to the loyal faithful comes their rest;
Sweet is the calm of Paradise so blest.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

P: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
C: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness. (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
Michael John Barney, May 17, 2020
Dennis Jerome Radichel, May 21, 2020
P: In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God;
C: We trusted in him, and he saved us." (Isaiah 25:9)
But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on his way.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

P: Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trumpet.
C: For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
(1 Corinthians 15:51-52)
Karen Marie Murry, June 19, 2020
Donald Ewald Tietje, July 4, 2020
P: Be faithful, even to the point of death.
C: And I will give you the crown of life. (Revelation 2:10)
But then there breaks a yet more glorious day.
The saints triumphant rise in bright array.
The King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
BLESSING
P: Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without
fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! (Jude 24-25)
C: (spoken) Amen.
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CLOSING SONG:

“I Will Rise”
There's a peace I've come to know
Though my heart and flesh may fail
There's an anchor for my soul
I can say "It is well".
Jesus has overcome
And the grave is overwhelmed
The victory is won
He is risen from the dead.
And I will rise when He calls my name
No more sorrow, no more pain
I will rise on eagles' wings
Before my God fall on my knees
And rise, I will rise.

There's a day that's drawing near
When this darkness breaks to light
And the shadows disappear
And my faith shall be my eyes.
Jesus has overcome
And the grave is overwhelmed
The victory is won,
He is risen from the dead.
And I will rise when He calls my name
No more sorrow, no more pain
I will rise on eagles' wings
Before my God fall on my knees
And rise, I will rise.
And I hear the voice of many angels sing,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
And I hear the cry of every longing heart,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
And I hear the voice of many angels sing,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
And I hear the cry of every longing heart,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
And I will rise when He calls my name
No more sorrow, no more pain
I will rise on eagles' wings
Before my God fall on my knees
And rise, I will rise.
And I hear the voice of many angels sing,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
And I hear the cry of every longing heart,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
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And I hear the voice of many angels sing,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
And I hear the cry of every longing heart,
"Worthy is the Lamb"
“Worthy is the Lamb”
I will rise when He calls my name
No more sorrow, no more pain
I will rise on eagles' wings
Before my God fall on my knees
And rise, I will rise.
I will rise.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: November 15, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 Christin Skolnik –Continued treatment for breast cancer.
 Baptism—Cade Mathias Harter, son of Mathias and Kellsie (11/15/2020)
 Divine Call—Miss Deanna Rahn to serve as our 2nd grade teacher. She currently serves at Wisconsin Lutheran
School in Racine, WI
 Grateful and Growing—Building Meetings

Worship Options to Resume November 19, 2020
Worship
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25%
capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how
many people have signed up for the service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have
plenty of room.
Online Worship Options
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.

VOTER'S MEETING UPDATE
On Tuesday November 10, the St. Paul's voters called Miss Deanna Rahn to serve as our 2nd grade teacher. She
currently serves at Wisconsin Lutheran School in Racine, WI. Please keep her in your prayers for the next few weeks
as she deliberates where she can best use the gifts God has given her to serve her Lord.

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PRESENTATIONS
Due to the cancellation of in-person worship this weekend, we have delayed the remaining in-person Grateful and
Growing presentations by one week. Here is the updated schedule:
Thursday November 19 at 7:30 pm
Saturday November 21 at 6:00 pm
Sunday November 22 at 9:15 am
Sunday November 22 at 10:30 am (gym)
The zoom meetings will still take place on Monday, November 16 at 6:30 pm and Wednesday, November 18 at 6:30
pm. To sign-up for a zoom meeting, please click on this link: Zoom.
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NEW USHERING SCHEDULE
The new ushering schedule is available at the back of the church. Contact Juice at 608.386.2461 with any questions.

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
The Building Team, in conjunction with Excel Architects, is currently seeking contacts for soliciting construction
manager services. This is a non-fee service that may turn into a contract in the event building occurs. At this time
the service is to bring expertise in construction methods, phasing, and pricing variables.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND BUILDING EXPANSION FUND
The Church Council has established a Capital Improvement and Expansion Building Fund, as directed by the Building
and Finance teams. Financial contributions into this fund will be used for future remodeling or building construction
expenses. Contributions can also be used for capital facility improvements or renovations not covered under
budgeted maintenance and repair funds. Future distribution of these funds will be approved by Church Council
and/or the Congregation.

ST. PAUL'S VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION
Dear St. Paul's parents,
Isaiah 55:8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord.
God has been good to us in permitting 11 weeks of in-person instruction at St. Paul's. As I look around our
community, I know there are few who have enjoyed that blessing. Those 11 weeks have had a positive impact on
student education, as well as the social and emotional wellbeing of so many - students, parents, and staff. We
praise Him for the past 11 weeks.
After initial news of some COVID-positive staff, our Board asked all staff to be tested. Overall, there were many
negative test results. However, the additional positive cases, along with some close contacts, has made it clear
that we need to pause in-person instruction for a time, in hopes of clearing the virus from our school family.
St. Paul's will switch to virtual instruction until November 30.
Please join me praying for those who are infected with the coronavirus. Ask God to help them recover quickly,
and that our teachers who are infected are well enough to prepare and teach virtually at this time. As you pray,
also thank God for His goodness to us in allowing for the past 11 weeks of in-person instruction. Know that I will
also be praying for all of you, parents, as you now have plenty more on your plate as well. I wish I could carry the
burden for you, but I simply do not have the strength. God does, though. I will be praying that He gives you the
wisdom, strength, and patience you need for these next weeks. He is good, and He is merciful, so I know He will
provide what we all need.
Yours in Jesus,
Benjamin Bain
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL UPDATE
Due to students starting virtual instruction, we will not be needing volunteers to conduct morning health screenings
at this time. We are scheduled to return to in-person instruction after Thanksgiving vacation. Starting Monday,
November 30 we are in need of volunteers. To volunteer, please go to the Sign-Up Genius link. Thank you so much
for your consideration.

HOME-BOUND VISITING TEAM
Are you interested in visiting people who are home-bound or in an assisted living facility? With COVID, there have
been restrictions in place, but over the next few months, we’re hoping to create a team of people who would be
interested in making some visits once things improve to the point where that’s possible again. If interested in being
part of a team like that, please contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.

LIVE NATIVITY HELP NEEDED


Set-Up continues at Riverside Park from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm on the Saturdays before Thanksgiving. Lunch is
provided. For more information, please contact George Italiano (608.317.0271).



Tree Cutting—people are needed to help cut and haul trees to Riverside park on Saturday, November 14th.
We will meet at the Bowman Tree Farm (4169 Barrell Rd. Sparta) at 9:00 am. You can sign-up on the Live
Nativity Riverside- Diorama Facebook page or click on this link.



Please sign up Online to serve as a Live Nativity character

St. Paul’s weekend to staff the Live Nativity is December 19th and 20th. The All Congregation Night is Friday,
November 27.

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL'S ANNUAL FRUIT SALE
Order your fruit now through Thursday, November 19, through a music student or through Paul Adickes
at adicpaul@luther.k12.wi.us or call him at 608.608.783.5435 ext. 1340. Proceeds benefit the Music Department.

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $ 18,867 ($24,723 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $ 458,707.
11/8/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $ 469,734.

PASTORAL CONTACTS:
Pastor Brett Ehlke
(608) 799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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