
 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
1201 Main Street, Onalaska 

608.783.2552 stpaulsonalaska.org 
 

November 11-14, 2021 
 
 
 
 

 



2 

    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

What do you say to a Christian brother or sister as they stand next to the casket of their dear loved one?  How 

should you feel when you lose a Christian loved one with whom you were close?  No doubt, we grieve, and rightly 

so.  But “we do not grieve like the others who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). We live in the promises of 

Christ, who is the Lord of the resurrection!  He conquered death so that we, too, would have victory over 

death.  Today we remember that our departed brothers and sisters in Christ are saints triumphant.  And we look 

forward to and rejoice in the fact that a day is coming when our bodies will be raised by our Lord to dwell with him 

forever in his heavenly home. Resurrection Hope is Ours! 

 

 

Theme: Resurrection Hope Is Ours 
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BELLS AND WELCOME 

SPECIAL MUSIC (8:00 Service): Sung by the students in grades 1 and 2.                                       “Soon and Very Soon” 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Revelation 7:9-17  

Pastor: I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 

people, and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.  

Congregation: They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  

P:  And they cried out in a loud voice:  

C:  "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 

P:  All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell 

down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying:  

C:  "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God forever 

and ever. Amen!"  

P:  Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?"  

C:  I answered, "Sir, you know."  

P:  And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

C:  Therefore, "They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits 

on the throne will spread his tent over them.  

P:  Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching 

heat for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living 

water.  

C:  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

P:  On this “Saints Triumphant Sunday,” we worship—with the saints and martyrs and angels of heaven—God the 

Father, God the Son (†), and God the Holy Spirit!  

C:  Amen! 

OPENING HYMN: CWS 728                                                                                               “Jerusalem the Golden” 

Jerusalem the golden, with milk and honey blest— 

The sight of it refreshes the weary and oppressed: 

I know not, oh, I know not what joys await us there, 

What radiancy of glory, what bliss beyond compare: 

To sing the hymn unending with all the martyr throng, 

Amidst the halls of Zion resounding full with song. 
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Choir: 

Oh, sweet and blessed country, the home of God’s elect! 

Oh, sweet and blessed country that eager hearts expect, 

Where they who with their leader have conquered in the fight 

Forever and forever are clad in robes of white. 

Jesus in mercy bring us to that dear land of rest 

Where sings the host of heaven your glorious name to bless. 

Choir and Congregation: 

The Christ is ever with them; the daylight is serene. 

The pastures of the blessed are ever rich and green. 

There is the throne of David; and there from care released, 

The shout of them that triumph, the song of them that feast. 

To God enthroned in glory the Church’s voices blend, 

The Lamb forever blessed, the Light that knows no end. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:   Beloved of God, we rejoice to be numbered with the saints. In confidence, let us come before our gracious Lord 

to confess our sins and to receive His gracious forgiveness. 

C:  Almighty God, we are by nature sinful and unclean. We repent of our sins in thought and in word and in 

deed. In Your mercy, forgive us. Create in us clean hearts, O God, that we may serve you as your redeemed 

people now and forever.  

P:  Because of the sacrifice of His beloved Son for the sins of all people, God has promised His forgiveness. 

Therefore, as a called servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. May you ever live as the saints that you are in Christ Jesus.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CW 376            “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” 

Jesus, your blood and righteousness  

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed,  

With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

Bold shall I stand in that great day— 

Who can a word against me say? 

Fully through you absolved I am  

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
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When from the dust of death I rise  

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

E’en then this shall be all my plea:  

Jesus has lived and died for me. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from this world of sin 

and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones 

at the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                             Daniel 12:1-3 

Christian live in hopeful anticipation of the events described in this lesson.  On the Last Day Christ will return to raise 

the dead.  Eternal glory is our destiny sealed by his salvation. 

“At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as 

has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose name is 

found written in the book—will be delivered. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to 

everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 

heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                           John 5:25-29 

Jesus comforts us with the assurance of our resurrection to eternal life. 

25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 

those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come 

out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be 

condemned. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 551, verses 1-3, 7-8                    “For All the Saints” 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

All who their faith before the world confessed, 

Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight 

And in the darkness drear their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold 

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

From earth’s wide bounds to ocean’s farthest coast 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not 

grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we 

believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell 

you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive 

and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 

the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Theme: Resurrection Hope Is Ours 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Lord of eternity and King of saints, all the heavens adore you. Saints and angels sing before you.  

C: We too join them to praise your majesty.  
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P:  You clothe us with garments of splendor. You bless us with grace and mercy in this life and eternal glory 

forever. What underserved love you show us!  

C:  We thank you, Lord, that you have made us your saints.  

P:  Encourage us by your gracious promises. Forgive our failures to live as you desire. Strengthen the faith of all 

who are weak and wandering.  

C:  Give us power to live as your faithful people.  

P:  Your saints will triumph forever in new heavens and a new earth. The sound of weeping and crying will be 

heard no more. We anticipate with joy an eternity of perfect fellowship with you.  

C:  Be with us as we work and witness for Christ, so that many more people can join us before your throne.  

Special prayers.  

P:  Lord of life, the day is coming when you will come down from heaven with the voice of the archangel and the 

trumpet call of God. On that glorious day, the saints triumphant will rise in bright array, clothed in your perfect 

righteousness.  

C:  Give us strength until that day when we will share fully in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

READING OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED  

 Music begins, CW 727: “There Is a Higher Throne” 

P:  With hope in Christ and in the resurrection to eternal life, we remember those in this congregation who have 

died in the last year: 

Mary Germann, March 1, 2021 

Jessie Fredricksen, March 10, 2021 

Dale Ritter, April 20, 2021 

Darlene Johnson, May 15, 2021 

Herbert Krause, September 1, 2021 

Chester Andersen, September 9, 2021 

Ann Grokowsky, September 13, 2021 

Michael “Tony” Dotts, October 11, 2021 

P:  We remember in silence those who have died in previous years, and those who were members of other 

Christian congregations. 

Silence. 
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P:  For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 

C: For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:21-22) 

P:  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. 

Choir: 

There is a higher throne 

Than all this world has known, 

Where faithful ones from ev’ry tongue 

Will one day come. 

Before the Son we’ll stand, 

Made faultless through the Lamb; 

Believing hearts find promised grace; 

Salvation comes. 

 

Refrain: 

Hear heaven’s voices sing; 

Their thund’rous anthem rings. 

Through em’rald courts and sapphire skies 

Their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, pow’r, 

Strength, thanks, and honor are 

To God our King who reigns on high 

Forevermore. 

 

Choir and Congregation: 

And there we’ll find our home, 

Our life before the throne. 

We’ll honor him in perfect song 

Where we belong. 

He’ll wipe each tear-stained eye 

As thirst and hunger die. 

The Lamb becomes our Shepherd-King; 

We’ll reign with him. 

 

Refrain 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, you told Mary and Martha that you are the Resurrection and the Life. You promised your 

disciples that you would prepare a place for them. You promised the repentant thief that he would be with 

you in Paradise. And through the disciple John, you revealed to us that you will wipe away every tear from our 

eyes in the Day when there is no death or sorrow or crying or pain. Fill our hearts with these firm and certain 

promises. Comfort us with the assurance that those who have died in faith now see you face to face. You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, surrounded by a great multitude that no one can count, one 

God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come,  

Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

           Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are 

available for your convenience:  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

OFFERING HYMN: CW 488, verse 4                                                                                                    “Savior, Thy Dying Love” 

All that I am and have, thy gifts so free, 

In joy, in grief, through life, dear Lord, for thee! 

And when thy face I see, my ransomed soul shall be 

Through all eternity something for thee. 

BLESSING 

P:  Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our 

Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he 

work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus (+) Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 219                 “Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See” 

The congregation will sing Thursday night; the men’s choir will sing Sunday. 

Choir:  

Lord, when your glory I shall see 

And taste your kingdom’s pleasure, 

Your blood my royal robe shall be, 

My joy beyond all measure! 

When I appear before your throne, 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Your righteousness shall be my crown; 

With these I need not hide me. 

And there, in garments richly wrought, 

As your own bride I shall be brought 

To stand in joy beside you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: November 14, 2021 

 

Prayers 

    Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal 

CALL MEETING 

A Call meeting will be held Monday, November 22 at 6:30 pm to replace 3K teacher, Betty Van Loon and 

Kindergarten teacher, Heide Mueller. Both teachers will be retiring at the end of the school year. We thank these 

ladies for faithfully teaching our students the Word of God here at St. Paul’s. 

Upcoming Worship Opportunities 
Thanksgiving Eve- Wednesday, Nov. 24, 6:30 pm 

Thanksgiving Day- Thursday, Nov. 25, 9:00 am 
Wednesday Midweek Advent Services 

December 1, 8, & 15, 2:00 pm & 6:30 pm 

*Please note, no Thursday evening services will be held during the month of December. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY NEW TOPIC! 

All men are invited for an hour of Bible study and fellowship every Saturday at 8:00 am at the Kwik Trip just north of 

church on Sandlake Rd. Starting December 4, our men’s group will be studying the Augsburg Confession and what it 

means to boldly confess and stand on God’s Word in a world of doubt and confusion. If you have any questions, feel 

free to reach out to Steve Loehr: sloehr@kwiktrip.com.   

ONALASKA COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

The 11th Annual Onalaska Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held Thursday, November 25 at the Onalaska 

Armory. This year the dinner will be back to in-person dining, delivery, and carry-outs. Go to this website on 

November 1 to volunteer or to give a donation.   

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

Christmas choir practices have started and are being held on Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm. We'd love to have a 

large group of singers for this--anyone high school age and up is encouraged to join in on the fun! It's okay if you 

can't make it every time. Please contact Wendy Schibbelhut with any questions: 

wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

mailto:sloehr@kwiktrip.com
http://www.octd.org/volunteers/
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
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LIVE NATIVITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Join area WELS members at the Live Nativity in Riverside Park to help tell the story of Christ's birth. 

Please note that these are new links. Those who signed up using SlyReply will have to sign up again 

using these links. We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

Sign-up sheets are available in the church lobby or click on the links below. 

All Congregations Nights: Friday, November 26 and Saturday, December 25 

St. Paul's weekend, December 4 & 5 

FOOD BASKET VOLUNTEERS AT RIVERSIDE PARK 

Please join us at Riverside Park in La Crosse to collect donated food items for The Food Basket. Our pantry shares 

Christ's love by feeding people in need in the Onalaska, Holmen, West Salem, Galesville, Trempealeau, and French 

Island communities. Volunteers will be collecting food from the drivers as vehicles enter the park. Please dress for 

warmth as you'll be outside. Go to this link to sign up. Thank you in advance for your help! 

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 
Calling all children grades 3-K through 5th grade for a morning of Christmas activities to celebrate the Savior's birth. 

We will do crafts, make snacks, play games, and sing songs. Tell your friends as all are welcome to attend. We will 

meet here at church on Saturday December 11, from 9:00 am until noon. Registration starts at 8:45 am Please fill 

out the registration for you child(ren) at this link or pick up a form in the church lobby. We are also looking for 

volunteers. Go to this link to sign up. Contact Kiri Dorn kiricooney18@gmail.com or Amanda Dostal 

ajdostal916@gmail.com with any other questions. 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 

Ladies, St Paul’s Advent by Candlelight will be held Sunday, November 28 from 6:00-7:30 pm. This year’s theme is 

“Crafting Up a Christ-Filled Christmas.” All women of the congregation as well as female family and friends are 

welcome and encouraged to attend this special evening of delicious desserts, decorative table viewing, songs, 

readings, and prayer. There is no charge for the event. Sign-up sheets will be available beginning November 7 in the 

church lobby to host a table or attend. Any questions, contact Carrie Wehausen at cjwehausen@gmail.com or 

call/text @ 507-459-7288. (Childcare will also be available upon request) 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT DINNERS 

We are bringing back Advent dinners this year (December 1, 8, 15 at 5:00 pm). We’d like to have an idea of how 

many people plan to come. If you think you’ll be coming, please sign up in the next few weeks here: sign up at this 

link or use the sheet in the entryway. If you do sign up and aren’t able to make it, that’s perfectly fine. If you don’t 

sign up and decide to come, that’s fine too. We just want to get a feel for how many people to prepare for. Thanks!  

ST. PAUL’S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
We are still looking to hire people for the following positions: Food Service Director and assistant, and 2 afternoon 

Surround Care positions (3:00-6:00 pm). Applications are available in the school office. Questions?  Contact 

Benjamin Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-4822 ext. 222). 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAC2BA3FCC25-opening
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAC2BA3FCC25-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAC2BA3FCC25-december
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4fa9ab2ea3fa7-rotary3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7B1m5yNJrYhlG4HtXOGs9GivVqqvFPoJkMnUnc30CX66HBg/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4cabab2aa7ffc61-christmas
mailto:kiricooney18@gmail.com
mailto:ajdostal916@gmail.com
mailto:cjwehausen@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOeH17darnv2aKxIgGqV0Gf9Hjn5Clu8LO60VZALEvZ0Pxeg/viewform
mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Grateful and Growing 

Building Fund Appeal Update 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School has been blessed by the faithfulness and generosity of our members, past and 

present. Throughout the years, we have remained focused on our mission to make disciples – reaching out to those 

who do not know Jesus and nurturing the faith of those who already confess Jesus as Lord. For St. Paul’s to do our 

best at making disciples now and in the future requires bold action to update and expand our facilities. The prayerful 

vision is to expand our campus to fully support all aspects of our congregational and school ministry. Our building 

project will provide better functionality, increased flexibility, and more capacity that will allow for our growing 

ministry. 

 

Commitment Sunday is here! We have spent the last several months planning, sharing, and praying for the success 

of our Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal. Thanks be to God for the many blessings we have received 

and the willingness of our members to respond generously with their prayers, time and financial support.   

 

If you have not yet done so, please return your appeal response form to the church office. If you prefer, you may 

provide your appeal response online by visiting our church website. Thank You! 

 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17 
 

Click on this link to watch the latest video. 
 

We have asked St. Paul’s members to share their words of support for our Grateful and 

Growing Building. The statement below comes from Lori Ehlke. 
  

Why is St. Paul’s an important part of your life? How has the congregation helped you and your family grow in 

faith? 

It provides school for our 4 children and opportunities to grow in our faith and connect with fellow believers. 

We have grown in faith through studying God's Word, singing with groups for church, and daily Christian 

education. 
 

Share your enthusiasm for the proposed building expansion project.  Why is the building expansion project 

important for the church’s mission and ministry? What about this project excites you the most? 

Space, space, space!!! We are a growing school and church and are filling up. Our classrooms are tight. It seems 

difficult to push for more students and more people and more events and activities because we struggle with 

providing the space to do them. I am most excited for classroom space for my children, a dedicated art 

classroom with storage, sinks, windows, space, a worship place for contemporary worship, and more options 

for Bible class space. 
 

Share any additional thoughts as to why you will be generous in your financial support of our Grateful and 

Growing Building Fund Appeal.  

St. Paul's is our life, our work, our education, and our ministry. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Qo2kHZXgAdgORfdzs14bmkBe8dW5a4w/view?usp=sharing

