Support each other with God's Word and sacraments
Share Christ with our community and the world
Serve others in Christian love

New Hymnals

If you ordered a new hymnal for home use, they are ready to be picked
up! Please look for your hymnal in the church lobby, labeled with your
name and the amount due. Write checks out to St. Paul's Lutheran
Church. If you leave cash, please place in an envelope labeled with your
name.
We hope to begin using new hymnals in church the first Sunday in Advent. Please check St. Paul's wishlist or contact Wendy Schibbelhut or
one of the pastors if you are interested in donating a gift of money towards our new hymnal project.

Fall Project Day

You’re invited to our Fall Project Day on Saturday, November 13th starting
at 8:00 am. Bring a friend and enjoy some fellowship and fresh air as we
clean up the grounds and prepare for winter. We’ll be raking leaves,
cleaning gutters, washing windows, trimming bushes, and more! Coffee
and treats provided. Come join the fun!

Greeters Needed

We are looking for people who can smile and make people feel welcome
as they walk into church for any one of our worship services as a greeter.
You would be up once every 6 weeks for the worship service time of your
choice. If you'd be willing to serve in this way, please contact Pastor Olson (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org).
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Evangelism Visiting Team

Do you have a heart for evangelism? We are looking for people to meet
no more than once a month for one hour to discuss new contacts to our
congregation. Depending on the case, we will reach out to them with a
phone call or email. Contact Pastor Olson for more details.

Opportunity for St. Paul's Members To Volunteer

Thanksgiving community dinner will be held at the Onalaska Armory for
in-person dining, deliveries, and carry-outs. They will need many helping
hands. The website will be up and ready for everyone to sign up on November 1st. Website is http://www.OTCD.org for sign up and more info
as well as making donations to this outreach project.
“We are very humbled and thankful for the many people who partake and
volunteer each year. In 2011 when this started we served over 750 people, this year we will be prepping for over 1,600”.
Each volunteer can check with Pastor Olson to get a St Paul's volunteer
shirt. Tasks can be serving the dinner, directing traffic or other tasks as
will be defined in the on line sign up.
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Contact Us
Pastor Brett Ehlke
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.217.5660
Pastor Daniel Olson
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.797.5793
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church Onalaska, WI
stpaulsonalaska.org
608.783.2552
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Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:4-7

One of the most well-known hymns that we sing on Thanksgiving is Now
Thank We All Our God. It was written by a Lutheran pastor named Martin
Rinkart. Wikipedia gives a little background on Martin Rinkart and this hymn:
Martin Rinkart was a Lutheran pastor who came to Eilenburg, Saxony, at the
beginning of the Thirty Years' War. The walled city of Eilenburg became the
Pastor Brett Ehlke
refuge for political and military fugitives, but the result was overcrowding,
deadly pestilence and famine. Armies overran it three times. The Rinkart home
was a refuge for the victims, even though he was often hard-pressed to provide for his own family.
During the height of a severe plague in 1637, Rinkart was the only surviving pastor in Eilenburg,
conducting as many as 50 funerals in a day. He performed more than 4000 funerals in that year,
including that of his wife (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Now_Thank_We_All_Our_God). Yet, during
that time, he wrote the hymn we sing so often at Thanksgiving - Now Thank We All Our God. In the
midst of war, in the midst of a plague, in the midst of so much earthly sadness, he expressed
thanksgiving.
When you look at your life do you see a life of thanksgiving? My sinful nature does not want me to
be content and thankful. My sinful nature wants me to focus not on how much I have but on how
little I have. My sinful nature wants me to complain at how “unfair” my life might be.
Martin Rinkart could have found plenty of reasons to complain. The Apostle Paul in the letter he
writes to the Philippians could have found plenty of reasons to complain (he was waiting to go on
trial before Caesar!). But they understood where true thanksgiving and true contentment come
from. They come from understanding that Jesus gives something far greater than a problem-free
life. He gives us a peace that passes all understanding.
It’s the peace to know that despite your sin, Jesus has removed it as far as the east is from the
west. It’s the peace to know that despite your problems, Jesus is preparing a place in heaven that
will never perish, spoil, or fade. It’s the peace to know that even though we will face death one
day, Jesus has conquered the grave and has given you his victory through faith.
I don’t know what the future holds for us. I don’t know if the days ahead in our country will be economically prosperous or not. I don’t know if you will have
days of health in the months and years to come. But I do
know this: We can be thankful. Always. Because “the peace
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
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St. Paul’s Group Bible Study & Sunday School Fall 2021

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18
Our main Bible study will be offered on Sundays (9:20 & 10:20 am) and on Wednesdays (9 am)
Here We Stand: Reformation Bible Study
Starts October 31 and November 3
Sundays at 9:20 and 10:20 am in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesdays at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall
This video based Bible study will look at parts of the life of
Martin Luther, especially his stand for the truth at a council
named the “Diet of Worms.” This study will help us
appreciate the blessings of the Reformation and how we
can stand on God’s Word in our modern world.
Isaiah and Christmas Prophecies
Starts November 28 and December 1
Sundays at 9:20 & 10:20 am in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesdays at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall
Leading up to Christmas, we’ll study the first eleven
chapters of Isaiah and see the numerous prophecies
about the Savior coming to save his fallen creation. This
study will be a great encouragement leading up to our
celebration of Christmas.
Starting Point Class
Questions about the Bible? New to the Christian faith?
Has it been more than five years since you’ve attended
Starting Point? Pastor Olson will begin a new Starting
Point class which covers the main teachings of the Bible
and gives clear answers to life’s biggest problems and
questions. Atmosphere is relaxed and questions are
encouraged. If you have any questions, talk to Pastor
Olson – dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org. Note that this
Starting Point Class will be combined with our BIBLE class
for the first semester. 9:20 Sanctuary
Small Group Bible Studies
Before COVID, we started small group Bible studies and are planning on restarting them again
in October. If you are interested in being in a group and/or would consider hosting a group,
please contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. This is a great way to study God’s
Word but also to get connected with brothers and sisters in Christ as part of a larger
congregation. These classes typically are sermon-based and are designed to be discussed and
talked about in a welcoming, friendly atmosphere so they’re great for people who are new to St.
Paul’s and people who have been here for a long time!

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Nursery, Sunday School, Young Teen, and Teen Bible Class Options
St. Paul’s provides a variety of options for kids on Sunday mornings so that families can come
together each week, study God’s Word, and apply it to our lives of our faith. Classes resume on
September 12 Below are the different classes.
Nursery: Parents can drop their kids three and younger at the nursery next to church during Bible
hour from 9:20-10:10 am.
Sunday School is split by different grade and age levels ranging from pre-K-6th grade. Each class
will meet in a different school classroom at 9:20 am
7th-8th Grade/Parents BIBLE will be on Sunday 9:20 am in the sanctuary and will meet up until
Christmas. This class is for 7-8th graders and their parents and is a great opportunity to take the truths
of God’s Word and think about how we can apply them to our lives as we learn how to share and
defend our faith in this world. With a combined class, we’ll alternate each year between a review of
the main teachings of the Bible and then lessons on how we can defend and share our faith.
Teen Bible Class: The Teen Bible Class will meet in the Teen Room right by the gym 10:20 am
(after the 9:15 am worship service). These classes are designed to help our teens think about living
their faith and why God’s Word matters to their lives.
Women’s Bible Classes
Mondays at 4:00 pm
Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway)
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut
Topic: Golden Fruit: Living the Fruits of the
Spirit.

Wednesdays at 2:00 pm
Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway)
Facilitator: Nicole Wickus Topic: Full Accessories of God
Thursdays at 6:30 am
Held year around – email Jan to get the
Zoom link
Location: Online Zoom Class
Facilitator: Jan Westerman jkwesterman1@yahoo.com Topic: Ruth

Tuesdays at 9:00 am
Location: Fellowship Hall
Facilitator: Lois Jenson
Topic: Revelation
Men’s Bible Class
Saturdays at 8:00 am Saturdays
(Held year around – jump in any time!)
Location: Kwik Trip (408 Sandlake Rd)
Facilitator: Steve Loehr
Topic: Jeremiah

Teen Helpers Needed for Bible Class Hour Child Care
Teens, we are in need of your help! St. Paul’s needs child
care for our young children during our adult Bible class
hours on Sunday mornings. Our two Bible class times slots
run 9:20-10:10 am and 10:10-11:00 am. If you can help,
please contact Pastor Krause by call or text, 608-217-5660.
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College Ministry
Did you know that St Paul's has a college ministry committee? Twice a year, college students
from our congregation receive care packages
containing hand-written notes of encouragement,
a letter from Pastor Krause, snacks and goodies,
and resources to stay in God's word. These students also receive a birthday card and small gift
at that special time. Our hope is that these packages give a little comfort of home, the support of
their congregation, and a gentle reminder to keep
God in the center of their college careers. This
fall we sent packages to nearly 50 students! We do our best to reach
out to college students and get current addresses each semester,
but if you know of a college student who isn't benefitting from this
ministry, please contact Gwen Schroeder at gschroeder1029@gmail.com

Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal Update
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School has been blessed by the
faithfulness and generosity of our members, past and present.
Throughout the years, we have remained focused on our mission to make disciples – reaching out to those who do not
know Jesus and nurturing the faith of those who already confess Jesus as Lord. For St. Paul’s to do our best at making disciples now and in the future requires bold action to update and
expand our facilities. The prayerful vision is to expand our campus to fully support all aspects of our congregational and school
ministry. Our building project will provide better functionality,
increased flexibility, and more capacity that will allow for our
growing ministry.
Commitment Sunday is November 14! Please prayerfully consider how God is leading you to respond to our Grateful and
Growing Building Fund Appeal. By November 14, we ask everyone to return their appeal response form. If you prefer, you may
provide your appeal response online by visiting our church website:
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/grateful-and-growing

November
1. 2 Chronicles 25
2. 2 Chron. 26-28
3. 2 Chron. 29:1-31:1
4. 2 Chron. 31:2-32:33
5. 2 Chron. 33
6. 2 Chron. 34, 35
7. 2 Chron. 36
8. Esther 1
9. Es. 2:1-18
10. Es. 2:19-3:15
11. Es. 4
12. Es. 5, 6
13. Es. 7, 8
14. Es. 9, 10
15. Ecclesiastes 1, 2
16. Ecc. 3:1-4:8
17. Ecc. 4:9-6:12
18. Ecc. 7, 8
19. Ecc. 9:1-10:7
20. Ecc. 10:8-11:8
21. Ecc. 11:9-12:14
22. Song of Solomon 1:12;7
23. Sg. Sol. 2:8-3:5
24. Sg. Sol. 3:6-5:1
25. Sg.. Sol. 5:2-6:3

Ultimately, your gift is a gift to God. It is a gift of love in response to
all the ways in which God has blessed you. Ask yourself, “What do
you treasure about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School?” and
then prayerfully consider how God is leading you to respond.
“The body of Christ, joined together, grows and builds itself up
in love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:16
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26. Sg. Sol. 6:4-8:4
27. Sg. Sol. 8:5-14
28. 2 Peter 1:1-11
29. 2 Pet. 1:12-21
30. 2 Pet. 2

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK
GROUP meets the 2nd Tuesday of

each month in the Fireside area of
church at 6:30 pm. For the November
th
9 meeting we will be discussing “Take Me With You”
by Catherine Ryan Hyde and in December we will not
be reading a book or meeting. In January of 2022 we
will start the year with the “Covenant Child” by Terri
Blackstock. All women of the congregation are welcome to join us. Come check us out and join in Christian fellowship thru reading.

WOMEN IN CHRIST
CRADLE ROLL meets

every other month on the
first Thursday at 6:30 pm in
the Fellowship Hall, Children who are
enrolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic
mailings and books every 6 months until
they are 4. The quiet bags are back!!
There are bags located by the gym
area and at entry to church. Next
meeting November 4th.

Christmas For Kids
Calling all children grades 3-K through 5th grade for a morning of Christmas
activities to celebrate the Savior's birth. We will do crafts, make snacks,
play games and sing songs. Tell your friends as all are welcome to attend.
We will meet here at church on Saturday, December 11, 2021 from 9am
until noon. Please fill out the registration for you child(ren) online at https://
forms.gle/ZnW1FV8szVyEjXj9A
Also looking for Volunteers: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB2AA7FFC61christmas. Contact Kiri Dorn kiricooney18@gmail.com or Amanda Dostal ajdostal916@gmail.com
with any other questions.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

St. Paul’s is currently looking to hire:

Food Service Director—this position requires approximately 20 hours/week during the school
year, and some hours during summer months. A job description is available upon request in the
church/school office. Requirements for Employment: Minimum high school diploma and a minimum
one year experience with school nutrition programs (could be volunteering with our hot lunch program).
Food Service Assistant position—approximately 11:00 am - 1:00 pm each school day. Duties
include: set up, serve, clean up of lunch, and manage the serving and ordering of lunch when the
Food Service Director is unavailable.
2 afternoon Surround Care positions (3:00-6:00 pm)—actual hours depend on family requests.
The job will be to provide care for students ages 3 and up in the Surround Care room.
Applications are available in the school office. Resumes will be accepted in place of an
application. Questions? Contact Benjamin Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or
608-783-4822 ext. 222)

FIRST LUTHERAN EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

First Lutheran in La Crescent is looking for a church secretary. This is a part-time position, between 20 and 30 hours a week. Please contact Tony Breeser (507-8944054 or breeser@acegroup.cc) for a job description and more details.
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La Crosse Jail Ministry
Do you have a heart to serve those in jail with the
gospel? The greatest enemy these people are
fighting is guilt and we have the answer in Jesus. If
you would like to be involved in this ministry please
contact Pastor Olson. He is in contact with the jail
chaplain in La Crosse. There will be training involved.

Recovery in Christ
In our Recovery in Christ group meetings we openly talk about Jesus. Recovery in Christ meets here each Sunday at 6:00 pm in the lower-level school
library and every Wednesday, 1:00 pm at La Crosse's Coulee Recovery
Center (933 Ferry St.). Recovery in Christ assists people with addictions.
Call/text Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time (608.567.3038).

Caring Christians-Mental Health

Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in
La Crosse on Monday, November 1 at 6:30 pm. The topic will be:
Isolation.

GRIEF SUPPORT

Meets at St. John's in Barre Mills. Our topic for
discussion will be "The Journey of Grief." If you,
or someone you know is grieving, please come
for comfort from God's word and encouragement
from fellow Christians.
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Mark Your Calendars

St. Paul’s weekend for the Rotary Lights/Diorama is December 4th and
5th.

WELS Connection

Keep connected to what's going on around our synod.
Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection.
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/

Onalaska Food Basket

Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped off in the totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s
current need is for cans of juice.

Wish List

If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our
budget funding), please see the items on St. Paul’s Wish
List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on
how to make a donation. Click the link below to go to the
list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the top
of the page, click Give and then Wish List.
Master Wish List

Scrip will be sold again on Sunday mornings from 9 to 9:15 am and 10:15
-10:30 am at the scrip table near the church office. Please contact Katy
Miller with any questions about scrip at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.
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Church Library
Overwhelmed: How to Quiet the Chaos and Restore Your Sanity
Feeling overwhelmed? Wondering if it's possible to move from "out of my mind" to
"in control" when you've got too many projects on your plate and too much mess in
your relationships? The authors share five surprising reasons why you become
stressed, why social media solutions don't often work, and how you can finally
create a plan that works for you. You can simplify and savor your life—guilt free!
Clutter, tasks, and relationships may overwhelm you now, but God can help you
overcome with grace.
Location: Section 6 – Balancing Life
I Love You Unconditionally...on One Condition: Everyday Choices for an
Extraordinary Marriage
Everyone wants to be loved unconditionally, especially in marriage. Unfortunately,
we all fall short of unconditional love because relationships, like the weather, are full
of conditions! The author shares with couples the important principles of grace and
space in marriage. Drawing from 1 Corinthians 13, the author examines all aspects
of unconditional love, including patience, kindness, trust, and hope. With plenty of
humor and engaging stories, this book shows husbands and wives that the unconditional love modeled by Jesus is possible in their marriages.
Location: Section 6 – Marriage
Without This Ring - Surviving Divorce
A survival guide for Christians who are navigating the minefield of divorce. Author
Donna Pyle has been through it. She knows what it's like, dealing with the anger,
struggling with the idea of forgiveness. From a firm biblical standpoint, she gives
clear steps on how to deal with the trauma and grief, helping readers understand
that though they are wounded, they are not defeated.
While acknowledging the discouragement that can accompany divorce, this book
gives readers the boundless encouragement and hope found in Christ alone.
Location: Section 6 – Divorce/Remarriage
What Your Son Isn't Telling You: Unlocking the Secret World Of Teen Boys
A rare look at the secret lives of teen boys—a world characterized by loneliness and
peer fear; one in which measuring up as a man means conforming to a code of
always being a tough guy, never showing weakness, and never expressing true
feelings. Too many boys feel the constant pressure to prove themselves in classrooms, on playing fields, and especially among their friends. Deep inside they
hunger for family support and connection—and long to be accepted by their peers.
Each chapter is packed with real-life stories and emails from teen boys that will give
parents a new understanding of what their sons aren't telling them.
Location: Section 6 – Parenting
The library is located in the “fireside” area of the narthex. It is easy to check out books:
 Complete the blue card (from back book pocket) with the date and your first and last name* printed
legibly.
• Place the blue card in the black bin on counter
*Your envelope # can be used for privacy purposes. If by chance a reminder call needs to be made for the
book to be returned, the envelope # (not the book title) will be given to one of the Pastors and they will
make the reminder call.
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St. Paul's Lutheran School
HEATH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
After much discussion, the Board of Education decided to send a letter and seek
feedback from parents about using universal masking within our classrooms as a
way to stop the potential spread of illness. All parents of St. Paul’s students were
given the opportunity to vote in the very simple survey. Mr. Paske and Mr. Bain validated email addresses with names submitted to ensure the responses were legitimate without duplication. There were 96 validated responses to the survey. Twothirds of parents responding felt we should keep masking a parent choice. With that
strong response from St. Paul’s parents, the Board voted to keep masking a parental
choice for the remainder of the school year. Of course, with all of the pandemic protocols, the Board continues to review as the situation necessitates.

As of October 25, 2021, a total of 20 students and 3 staff members have tested positive for
COVID-19 this school year. All have recovered and returned to school. As of the same date,
there are 0 students or staff members recovering from COVID-19 at home.
FIRST QUARTER MISSION OFFERING – LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL
We are grateful for our close partnership in Christian education with Luther High School. We
would love every family who desires to continue their child’s Christian education at Luther to be
able to do so. Our first quarter mission offering will support tuition assistance for those interested
in sending their children to Luther High School. As a bonus, every dollar given for our mission
offering will be matched. As a bonus, every dollar given for our mission offering will be matched.
So far this year, our offerings total $602.51. When doubled, the total amount given for tuition assistance will be $1,205.02.
ACTIVITIES
Our Cross Country season ended with a second meet (The Chileda
Classic) on October 4. St. Paul’s eighth grader Jonah took first place
at both meets this year. Congratulations to all runners for their hard
work, improvement, and encouragement of each other.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

The Volleyball season ended with a tournament on
October 16. St. Paul’s A Girls Panthers took second
place, and our B Girls took first. Congratulations on a
great season!
Two LALSAC Flag Football events were held on
September 25 and October 16. All those who sign up
are placed into teams of students from various
LALSAC schools. These teams then play games
against other teams on the day.
Our Robotics teams are making progress. The
challenge this year is called “Pitching In.” Points are
scored for pushing balls into an area, launching balls
into a bin, and hanging your robot at the end of the
1-minute time. All four of our teams are signed up for a
robotics tournament on February 12, 2022, in Appleton,
Wisconsin. We also are planning to sign up all of our
teams for a tournament in Whitehall, Wisconsin, on
January 22.
A number of St. Paul’s students will participate in the La Crosse Area Lutheran Schools Fall Science
and Fine Arts Fair. Events include a spelling bee, math competition, chess tournament, vocal judging,
and arts & crafts.
GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Capture the Flag (whiffle ball) certainly can be a very active, high paced game. This was true when the
winning student group of 5th-8th graders competed against a team of St. Paul’s staff! Both teams
wanted to win, and both teams were running hard and strategizing. In the end, the student team won
the victory. Congratulations students! Thanks for a fun game!
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