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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

It was so obvious that these people were following Christ that the people in the community started to call them 

Christians. Is that so obvious with you? It was obvious to the people of Antioch because of the way that they openly 

talked about Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. It was obvious by their acts of love towards others. it was obvious 

in their eagerness to work with others for the spread of the gospel. The way we live is evidence of who we follow. 

May God help us so that others in our life see that we are Christians without having to tell them that we are.   

 

 

 

 

Theme:  

The Easter Effect:: A Life that Shows Christ 
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BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 497, verses 1-4                  “This is My Will” 

“This is my will, my one command,  

That love should dwell among you all. 

This is my will, that you should love  

As I have shown that I love you. 

 

“No greater love can any have  

Than that one die to save his friends. 

You are my friends if you obey  

What I command that you should do. 

 

 “I call you now no longer slaves;  

No slave knows all the master does. 

I call you friends, for all I hear  

My Father say, you hear from me. 

 

 “You chose not me, but I chose you,  

That you should go and bear much fruit. 

I chose you out that you in me  

Should bear much fruit that will abide. 

OPENING DIALOGUE BASED ON I JOHN 4 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

P:  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

C:  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

P:  God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: 

C:  He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 

P:  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

C:  If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, 

whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  

P:  This is love for God: to obey his commands. 

C:  And his commands are not burdensome.  
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P:  Dear friends, we have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have loved and served other things above him, and instead of him, and deserve nothing good 

from him. Let us confess our sins to God and beg for his mercy. 

C:  Loving Father in heaven, I am entirely sinful from birth. In countless ways I have tried to please myself 

instead of pleasing you. I have loved other things more than I love you, and I have been selfish in my 

relationships with others far too often. Please do not treat me as my sins deserve. Have mercy on me 

according to your faithful love.   

P:  Our Lord says, “As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you” (Isaiah 66:13). He has heard your 

confession, and he has mercy on those who fear him. By the loving sacrifice of Jesus, all of your sins are 

forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen.   

HYMN OF RESPONSE:                “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

How deep the Father’s Love for us, how vast beyond all measure 

That he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss! The Father turns his face away 

As wounds which mar the chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ: His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving you 

with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                              I John 4:1-11 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus 

is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the 

world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one 

who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world 

listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not 

listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 

knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love 

among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

P:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Alleluia. (John 14:23) 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                          John 15:9-17 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will 

remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that 

my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
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you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 

have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 

whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 

 

BE SEATED 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 719                  “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!” 

Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, 

Even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

Refrain 

Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 

Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 

For three long days the grave did its worst 

Until its strength by God was dispersed. 

He who gives life did death undergo. 

And in its conquest his might did show. 

Refrain 

The angel said to them, “Do not fear. 

You look for Jesus who is not here. 

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 

Only the grave cloths are lying there.” 

Refrain 

“Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave. 

He has arisen this world to save. 

Jesus’ redeeming labors are done. 

Even the battle with sin is won.” 

Refrain 
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SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                      Acts 11:19-30 

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as 

Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from 

Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord 

Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw 

what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their 

hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the 

Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a 

whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called 

Christians first at Antioch. 

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up 

and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened 

during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and 

sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

Sermon Theme:  

The Easter Effect: A Life that Shows Christ  

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CWS 719, verse 5                 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!” 

Christ has arisen; he sets us free. 

Alleluia, to him praises be. 

Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. 

Refrain 

Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 

Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 

STAND  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

RITE OF RETIREMENT, Mrs. Linnette Fehr (see the link on page 10 for an abbreviated bio) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 

and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 449       “Children of the Heavenly Father” 

Hymn chosen by Mrs. Linnette Fehr on the occasion of her retirement. 

Thursday/Saturday: the congregation will sing the entire hymn. 

 

Children of St. Paul’s School: 

Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in his bosom gather; 

Nestling bird or star in heaven 

Such a refuge ne’er was given. 

Children, Faculty, and Staff: 

God his own doth tend and nourish; 

In his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them; 

In his mighty arms he bears them. 

Faculty and Staff: 

 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord his children sever; 

Unto them his grace he showeth, 

And their sorrows all he knoweth. 

Congregation, Children, Faculty, and Staff: 

Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: May 9, 2021 

 

❖ Retirement—Linnette Fehr 

❖ Comfort—for the family of Oakley Brooks Payne, great-grandson of Ron and Teri Fiers (5/2/2021). 

❖ Blessings for Christian mothers 

❖ Appreciation of Teachers 

LINNETTE FEHR RETIREMENT CAKE RECEPTION 

Today we thank the Lord for blessing Linnette Fehr’s 26 years in the teaching ministry. A card box for well wishes 

and a cake reception will be held outside (weather permitting) in between worship services from 9:00 to 10:30 am. 

We thank Mrs. Fehr for all her years of faithful service! Her bio is located in the church lobby or click on this link to 

read it. Flowers on the altar are given in honor of Linnette by her family. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

We will be offering five worship services each week (Thursday 6:30 pm, Saturday 5:00 pm, and Sundays 8:00, 9:15, 

and 10:30 am) throughout the summer. If you are looking for a service with lower attendance, our Thursday and 

Saturday services work well. We ask that people continue to be mindful of others and practice social distancing.  

9:15 AM SURVEY 

For those who frequently attend the 9:15 am service in the gym, we have a very short survey we’d like you to fill 

out regarding worship time, Bible Class, and Sunday School. Please take 30 seconds and complete this 

survey: 9:15 Survey. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN THE STARTING POINT CLASS 

Pastor Krause has begun a new “Starting Point” Bible class. It is held on Mondays at 6:00 pm. It will run for about 15 

weeks. “Starting Point” covers the main teachings of the Bible. We’ll meet in person at church, but a virtual option 

will also be made available. Sign up at this link. Questions? Contact Pastor Krause: skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDIES TO START 

Plans are underway to hold in-person summer Bible classes and Sunday School. To accommodate the third worship 

service that was added to Sunday mornings, we are planning on offering Bible Class in between the 8:00 and 10:30 

am services in the Fellowship Hall and then an additional Bible Class in the gymnasium after the 9:15 am service. 

We hope to offer Sunday School options during those two Bible Classes as well. Look for more information in the 

coming weeks as we iron out details and start times. The summer session will likely start June 13.  

Support Groups 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST 

Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level school library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing practiced, and free 

Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill 

Bader (608.567.3038) to confirm day and time. M 

file://///fs3/officestaff/Linnette%20Fehr%20Bio.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSch6-0gOo7tSrtjAcPFg-jT6q1N8AkNS7Efno_HaPqP71GgIQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Mark Your Calendar 

KIDS’ PRAISE 

KIDS’ Praise will resume Monday, May 10, from 8:30 -9:30 am next to the school playground. The group will 

continue to meet monthly this summer from 9:00-10:00 am. KIDS’ Praise is a free program for children birth-5 years 

old. Each session includes singing, playing, dancing, and praising their Savior. Time for free play will follow. All are 

welcome to attend. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

The Luther Knight Athletic Booster club will be holding a Chicken Q at Luther High School on Tuesday, June 1 from 

4:00-7:00 pm. Meals include ½ chicken, potato salad, beans, and a roll. Tickets can be purchased through the Luther 

Athletic department. All proceeds go to support and promote athletics at Luther High School.  

View the May edition of the Cymbal at this link. 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING INPUT IS APPRECIATED 

We appreciate your input regarding the Grateful and Growing project. Please consider filling out a survey if you 

have not already done so. Extra Grateful and Growing booklets are available in the church lobby. 

PICK UP YOUR YARD SIGN TODAY 

The Board of Outreach has yard signs for members to place in their yards to promote St. Paul's Church and School’s 

online and in-person worship. The signs may be picked up in the church lobby. 

CUSTODIAL HELP NEEDED 

St. Paul’s has immediate openings for Full or Part-time Custodian positions to assist in maintaining cleanliness and 

general appearance of the facilities. Varying skills and abilities desired. Some small maintenance work may be 

included. Interested applicants should contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608.783.2552 ext 233 for more 

details and to pick up an application. If you would like to volunteer to help clean as we seek additional staff, please 

sign up here or contact Lydia for more details. 

DONATE 

St. Paul's Lutheran desires that offerings come from a heart of thanks to their Risen Lord, not out of obligation. We 

thank God for every dollar given to support our ministry and view it as a generous response to the gospel. If you 

would like to make a donation to St. Paul's Lutheran, there are a few ways you can do that.   

Building project: Click on this link, click on "Give Online Now" and select the fund called: "Capital Improvement 

and Expansion" 

Electronic Giving: Go to this link 

Wish List: To give toward special projects outside of our budget please go to this link. 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $24,537 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 

The amount given to date is $1,109,894. 

(5/2/2021) The amount needed to date is $1,087,805. 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

file:///C:/Users/lpeters/Desktop/cymbal_may_21.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-church
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/9594e5043d297dd07795bd3d1b8d73ca
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

