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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Apart from faith, we once were spiritually lost and dead, but Christ has sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts, and 

through the powerful gospel message in Word and Sacrament, he gives us life to serve and praise God. 

 

. 

 

Theme:  

The Spirit Gives Life to Dead Bones 
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BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 176                   “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” 

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! May all your graces be outpoured 

On each believer’s mind and heart; your fervent love to them impart. 

Lord, by the brightness of your light in holy faith your church unite 

From ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue; 

This to your praise, O Lord our God, be sung: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 Come, holy Light, Guide divine, and cause the Word of life to shine. 

Teach us to know our God aright and call him Father with delight. 

From ev’ry error keep us free; let none but Christ our Master be 

That we in living faith abide, 

In him, our Lord, with all our might confide. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 Come, holy Fire, Comfort true; grant us the will your work to do 

And in your service to abide; let trials turn us not aside. 

Lord, by your pow’r prepare each heart, and to our weakness strength impart 

That bravely here we may contend, 

Through life and death to you, our Lord, ascend. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Pastor: In the name of our Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: (spoken) Amen. 

P:  On Pentecost, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on God’s people and his work of creating and 

strengthening faith through the gospel in Word and sacrament. 

P:  Flesh gives birth to flesh, 

C:  But the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 3:3) 

P:  The Spirit gives life.  The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. (John 6:63) 

C:  Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. (Romans 

10:17) 

P:  He saved us, not because of righteous things we had but because of his mercy. 

C:  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:5) 

P:  I am not ashamed of the gospel, 

C:  because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. (Romans 1:16) 
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P:  There are different kinds of gifts, 

C:  But the same Spirit. 

P:  There are different kinds of service, 

C:  but the same Lord. 

P:  There are different kinds of working, 

C:  but the same God works all of them in all men.  (1 Cor. 12:4-6) 

P:  We confess our sins before our Almighty God: Have mercy on me, O God, 

C:  according to your unfailing love; 

P:  according to your great compassion, 

C:  blot out my transgressions. 

P:  Wash away all my iniquity 

C:  and cleanse me from my sin.  (Psalm 51:1-3) 

P:  Do not cast me from your presence 

C:  or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

P: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

C:  and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. (Psalm 51:11-12) 

P:  Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 

through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BAPTISM: (Thursday service) Shirley Ann Cooper 

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 183             “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” 

Holy Spirit, Light divine,  

Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the gloom of night away;  

Turn the darkness into day. 
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Holy Spirit, Love divine,  

Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 

In your mercy pity me;  

From sin’s bondage set me free. 

Holy Spirit, Joy divine,  

Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 

Fill me with your heav’nly peace;  

Let it grow and still increase. 

Holy Spirit, Pow’r divine,  

Dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne;  

Reign supreme and reign alone. 

See, to you I give my heart;  

Cleanse my life in ev’ry part; 

Your own temple I would be  

Now and for eternity. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gifts of grace. Rekindle in our hearts 

the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                                 Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 

violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this 

sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 

spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 

Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 

our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 
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14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who 

live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you 

suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

ANTHEM:                                                                                                                                “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” 

Singers: 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 

Breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord, 

To renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 

Give me faith for what I cannot see, 

Give me passion for Your purity; 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

 

Singers: 

Holy Spirit, come abide within, 

May Your joy be seen in all I do. 

Love enough to cover every sin, 

In each thought and deed and attitude. 

Kindness to the greatest and the least, 

Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

Turn my strivings into works of grace; 

Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 
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Singers and Congregation: 

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, 

Giving life to all that God has made, 

Show Your power once again on earth, 

Cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 

Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 

That in unity the face of Christ 

Will be clear for all the world to see. 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                        John 14:25-27 

“All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

 

 

BE SEATED 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 380               “Lord, ‘Tis Not that I Did Choose You” 

Lord, ’tis not that I did choose you; that, I know, could never be, 

For this heart would still refuse you had your grace not chosen me. 

You removed the sin that stained me, cleansing me to be your own; 

For this purpose you ordained me, that I live for you alone. 

It was grace in Christ that called me, taught my darkened heart and mind, 

Else the world had yet enthralled me, to your heav’nly glories blind. 

Now I worship none above you; for your grace alone I thirst, 

Knowing well that, if I love you, you, O Father, loved me first. 

Praise the God of all creation; praise the Father’s boundless love. 

Praise the Lamb, our expiation, Priest and King enthroned above. 

Praise the Spirit of salvation, him by whom our spirits live. 

Undivided adoration to the great Jehovah give. 
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SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                    Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of 

the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach 

tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come 

to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones 

came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there 

was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast 

army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 

hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My 

people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from 

them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I 

the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

Sermon Theme:  

The Spirit Gives Life to Dead Bones  

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THIRD ARTICLE CONFESSION 

P:  Praise to you, Holy Spirit. We worship and glorify you as the Lord and the giver of life. As you were present at 

the beginning of the world to shed life on all created things, as you gave a new life of understanding to the 

disciples in your Pentecost baptism of fire, so by the baptism of water with the Word, you have made the light 

of faith shine in our hearts to know Jesus as our Lord. In thanksgiving for your gifts to us, we confess: 

C:  I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But 

the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 

faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 

keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

P:  Holy Spirit, all-seeing Counselor and fountain of all spiritual gifts, stand by us in the weakness of our sinful 

flesh. Grant us a right understanding of the truths that Jesus taught. Give us strength to endure with patience 

whatever afflictions God may send into our lives. Help us, intercede for us, train us that we may pray to the 

Father with boldness and confidence. Preserve us by the power of your Word in our most holy faith as 

members of the Church, the body of Jesus, where there is forgiveness for all. 

C:  In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. 

P:  Holy Spirit, highest comfort in every need, in these gray and last days of the world, strengthen our feeble 

hands, steady our weak knees, encourage our fearful hearts. Remind us of your Word and promises: “Be 

strong; do not fear. Your Lord will come again. He will come to save you.” And in your final, mighty, creative 

act, O Holy Spirit, raise up our bodies so that we, together with all the saints, may lift up our heads and with 

glorified eyes see our Savior drawing near. 

C:  On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is 

most certainly true. Amen. 

Special prayers. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in 

your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CWS 745            “May the Peace of God” 

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father, 

And the grace of Christ the risen Son, 

And the fellowship of God the Spirit 

Keep our hearts and minds within his love. 

Refrain 

And to him be praise for his glorious reign 

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n. 

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain— 

Christ eternal, the King of kings. 

May this peace which passes understanding, 

And this grace which makes us what we are, 

And this fellowship of his Communion 

Make us one in spirit and in heart. 

Refrain 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: May 23, 2021 

 

Prayers: 

❖  Baptism—Shirley Ann Cooper, daughter of Austin and Erin (5/20) 

❖  Wisdom for our government leaders 

❖  Successful surgery this coming week—Teri Fiers and Deb Stanhope 

❖  Wedding Anniversaries—Bob and Darla Westedt 53rd (5/25); Mike and Kathy McHenry 15th (5/13) 

RECENT COVID DEVELOPMENTS IN REGARDS TO WORSHIP 

In keeping in line with recent COVID developments and to provide a comfortable worship option for everyone in 

our congregation, St. Paul's will only be requiring masks at our Saturday evening service.  We will continue to keep 

the ropes up in the middle sections of the sanctuary for those people who want to remain distant from others. Also, 

those offering the Lord's Supper will continue wearing masks and gloves for the time being.  

We will continue to offer five worship services each week (Thursday 6:30 pm, Saturday 5:00 pm, and Sundays 8:00, 

9:15, and 10:30 am) throughout the summer.  

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAY SCHOOL, AND CHILDCARE 

We will be returning to in-person Bible study and Sunday School starting on June 13.  With the 9:15 am worship 

service in our schedule, we've decided to offer a second Bible class option after that service, as well as provide 

childcare.  Our Adult Bible study will be based on our summer sermon series and will be looking at the Apostle 

Paul's missionary journeys.  We encourage parents with kids in middle school to high school to attend Bible study 

with their kids.  Let Pastor Ehlke know if you have any questions.  

Schedule:  
Worship Times: Thursday - 6:30 pm, Saturday - 5:00 pm,  

Sunday - 8:00, 9:15, and 10:30 am 
Sunday School (PreK-6th Grade) and Nursery (younger than PreK):  

9:20-10:15 am - School Classrooms 
1st Sunday Bible Study: 9:30-10:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

Childcare (up through 4th grade): 10:20-11:15 am - Gym/Grace Room 
2nd Sunday Bible Study: 10:30-11:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

Support Groups 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST 

Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level school library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing practiced, and free 

Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill 

Bader (608.567.3038) to confirm day and time. M 
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M 

CARING CHRISTIANS 

Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, June 7 at 6:30 pm. The topic 

will be: Obsessive, Compulsive disorder (OCD). 

Mark Your Calendar 

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION ON THURSDAY, MAY 27 

The graduation of St. Paul’s School 8th graders will be a part of the regular Thursday evening service on May 27. All 

are welcome to attend that service, but be aware that we will have more people in attendance than at our typical 

Thursday evening service. 

VOTERS’ MEETING 

Save the date for our next voters' meeting on Wednesday June 2 at 6:30 pm. At this meeting, we will be discussing 

and voting on a variety of topics, including the fiscal budget for 2021-2022, Grateful and Growing recommendations 

from the Finance and Building Committees, and a few other important items. Specific details will be shared over the 

next few weeks leading up to the meeting. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST SPRING FELLOWSHIP EVENT 

Women in Christ will have their annual Spring Fellowship Event on June 13 at 2:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. Prior to the get-together we have a fun opportunity to participate in the WIC 

Landmark Scavenger Hunt. To participate, pick up copy of the landmarks on the table in the 

church lobby or scan the QR code with your phone camera. Find the landmarks any time 

between now and June 13 and take a picture with them. Each landmark picture you present 

will get you a ticket to enter into a prize drawing on the day of the fellowship event (6/13). 

We will also have Root Beer Floats that day. Come and enjoy some fun and fellowship. All women and girls of the 

congregation are invited.  

WOMEN IN CHRIST ANNUAL CLEANING 

Women in Christ will meet for their annual kitchen cleaning and Church pew oiling on Tuesday, June 8 at 6:30 

pm. All the supplies will be furnished. We will enjoy a time of fellowship, beverages and snacks after we are 

finished. If you cannot come on Monday, please consider helping another day. A map of the kitchen and cleaning 

directions will be posted in the kitchen. If you have any questions, please contact Jan Westerman at 608.781.1940 

or jkwesterman1@yahoo.com. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL CHICKEN-Q 

The Luther Knight Athletic Booster club will be holding a Chicken-Q at Luther High School on Tuesday, June 1 from 

4:00-7:00 pm. Meals include ½ chicken, potato salad, beans, and a roll. Tickets can be purchased through the Luther 

athletic department. All proceeds go to support and promote athletics at Luther High School.  

 

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
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KIDS’ PRAISE 

KIDS’ Praise will meet on Monday, June 14, July 12, and August 9, from 9:00-10:00 am next to the school 

playground. KIDS’ Praise is a free program for children birth-5 years old. Each session includes singing, playing, 

dancing, and praising their Savior. Time for free play will follow.  All are welcome to attend. 

WANT TO PLAY SOME PICKLEBALL? 

Pickleball will be played on Monday nights at 6:30 throughout the month of May and Tuesday night the day after 

Memorial Day. We will see if there is an interest to continue into the summer. For more information, please contact 

Linda Schmitz at linlar27@juno.com.  

ONALASKA FOOD BASKET 

We appreciate the recent support shown for the Onalaska Food Basket through the drive-thru food drive held last 

April. Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped off in the 

totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s current need is for cans of juice. Thank you for showing love and 

concern for members of our community. 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING INPUT IS APPRECIATED 

We appreciate your input regarding the Grateful and Growing project. Please consider filling out a survey if you 

have not already done so. Extra Grateful and Growing booklets are available in the church lobby. 

HUMAN RESOURCE TEAM FORMULATION 

Church Council has approved the formation of a Human Resource Team to review St. Paul’s employee handbooks, 

job applications, hiring, onboarding practices and documents. If you have knowledge in this field, or a willingness to 

research this topic, we would greatly appreciate you considering joining this team for a short term review. 

If interested, please contact Congregation Chairman Joel Degner joelandlori@gmail.com or 608.317.4240 

or Operations Manager, Lydia Walter admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608.783.2552 ext. 233. 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $29,701 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 

The amount given to date is $1,164,393. 

(5/16/2021) The amount needed to date is $1,137,250. 
 

 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  
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