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Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the 

study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

 

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers scattered in fear. 

Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing would ever be the same. The rest of 

eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive 

observers in Christ's victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active 

participants in Christ's triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in 

baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever. Easter is more than a day. 

It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These 

seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The 

Church reserves its highest praise for the Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ 

marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession! 

 

A recent survey asked Americans which of the five senses they would least like to lose. 77% chose sight. 

Navigating life blind poses a plethora of challenges that the sighted do not face. This is why Scripture often uses 

the concept of blindness as a metaphor for how hard it is to navigate life without a correct understanding of 

Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many different forms. In some cases, it is hostile opposition to the message of 

Jesus. In others, spiritual blindness might be demonstrated in confusion about Jesus' true identity. No matter the 

specific form spiritual blindness takes, Easter has the power to replace it with sight. Easter allows us to see where 

we sinners stand with a holy God. It enables us to see the path through life that is worth pursuing (as opposed to 

those that lead to a dead end). Spiritual sight gives us the ability to see who holds our future in his hands and 

who is worth our eternal worship. 

 

 
Today’s Theme:  

Sight Marches Victorious Over Blindness 
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Bells and Welcome 

 

633 Speak, O Lord   CW 633 

In the Confirmation service, (10:30), parents of confirmands will sing stanza 1. 

1 Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

to receive the food of your holy Word; 

    take your truth, plant it deep in us, 

    shape and fashion us in your likeness, 

that the light of Christ might be seen today 

in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

    Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

    all your purposes for your glory. 

 

2 Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 

holy reverence, true humility; 

    test our thoughts and our attitudes 

    in the radiance of your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 

your majestic love and authority. 

    Words of pow’r that can never fail, 

    let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 

3 Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds, 

help us grasp the heights of your plans for us, 

    truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 

    that will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 

and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 

    Speak, O Lord, till your Church is built, 

    and the earth is filled with your glory. 

 

Invocation 

In the same way that your spiritual life began on the day of your baptism, we begin today in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Responsive Reading (portions from Psalm 20 and 71) 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. 

They are brought to their knees and fall, 

but we rise up and stand firm.  



Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness; 

turn your ear to me and save me. 

Be my rock of refuge, 

to which I can always go; 

For you have been my hope, O Sovereign Lord, 

my confidence since my youth. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

For taking for granted the importance of your word and the unity of faith that we share with each other: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

For lukewarm attitudes toward the opportunities that we have to grow in faith: 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

For failing to stand firm in the face of temptation: 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

We confess: 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 

God our heavenly Father has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

While we may not have always remained faithful in our confirmation promises, our God has remained faithful in 

his promises to us.  For that, we praise him.  

 

558 Salvation Unto Us Has Come      CW 558, Stz. 1 & 10 

1 Salvation unto us has come 

    by God’s free grace and favor; 

good works cannot avert our doom, 

    they help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

who did for all the world atone; 

    he is our one Redeemer. 



10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    to Father, Son, and Spirit, 

the God who saved us by his grace; 

    all glory to his merit! 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

you have revealed your saving love; 

    your blessèd name be hallowed! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and eternal God, you always cause your church to grow, and with your light and grace, you strengthen 

the hearts of those to whom you have given new birth through water and the Spirit. Let all who have been 

instructed in your truth continue to increase both in faith and knowledge, that they may rejoice in their baptism 

and grow as members of the holy body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading   Revelation 5:11–14 

 11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand 

times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they were 

saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

 and honor and glory and praise!” 

 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 

saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be praise and honor and glory and power, 

   for ever and ever!” 

14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel John 21:1–14 

 1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, 

Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples 

were together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went 

out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

 5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

 “No,” they answered. 



 6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were 

unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

 7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is 

the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The 

other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred 

yards. 9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat 

and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said 

to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 

Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third 

time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

715 Let Me Be Yours Forever  CW 715 

1 Let me be yours forever, 

    my faithful God and Lord; 

let me forsake you never 

    nor wander from your Word. 

Lord, do not let me waver 

    but give me steadfastness, 

and for such grace and favor 

    your holy name I’ll bless. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, my salvation, 

    my light, my life divine, 

my only consolation, 

    to you I all resign, 

for you have dearly bought me 

    with blood and bitter pain. 

Let me, since you have sought me, 

    eternal life obtain. 

 

3 O gracious Holy Spirit, 

    my comforter and guide, 

grant that in Jesus’ merit 

    I always may confide, 

him to the end confessing 

    whom I have known by faith. 

Give me your constant blessing 

    and grant a Christian death. 



Sermon Reading Acts 9:1–22 

 1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high 

priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to 

the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his 

journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

 5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

 “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told 

what you must do.” 

 7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got 

up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into 

Damascus. 9For three days he was blind and did not eat or drink anything. 

 10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 

 “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

 11The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for 

he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his 

sight.” 

 13“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your 

holy people in Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on 

your name.” 

 15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and 

their kings and to the people of Israel. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 

 17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—

Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. 

He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20At once he began to preach in the synagogues that 

Jesus is the Son of God. 21All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised 

havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to 

the chief priests?” 22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving 

that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 



Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Thankoffering 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

Special Music: (Parents of Confirmands, 10:30 service) "May God the Father of Our Lord" 

Rite of Confirmation 

Blessing of Confirmands 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my () body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my () blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank


 

Distribution 

675 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  CW 675 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

praise to our victorious King, 

who has washed us in the tide 

flowing from his piercèd side. 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we him whose love divine 

gives his sacred blood for wine, 

gives his body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

    Alleluia! 

 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

thro’ the wave that drowns the foe. 

    Alleluia! 

 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

paschal victim, paschal bread; 

with sincerity and love 

eat we manna from above. 

    Alleluia! 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 

You have conquered in the fight, 

you have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 



6 Now no more can death appall, 

now no more the grave enthrall; 

you have opened paradise, 

and your saints in you shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

newborn souls in you to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days, 

Three in One, your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, 

that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have 

received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

502 Children of the Heavenly Father CW 502, Stz. 1 & 4 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e’er was given. 

 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne’er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 

 

Announcements 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: May 1, 2022 

 

Prayers 

    Healing of Severe burns—Brandon, nephew of Bill and Lisa Owen 

    Surgery—Larry Lindesmith  

    Confirmands 

2022 EIGHTH GRADE CONFIRMATION 

The eighth grade confirmation class will be confirmed in today’s 10:30 am service. 
 

2022 Confirmands 

Andrew Jacob Ames                    Kaia Suzanne Knudson   Tyler Lueck Sagen 

Allyson Anne Bainter                  Emma Gina Kolb    Jordan Reese Sawyer  

Grace Sharon Beyer                    Marlie Nicole Krause    Kayla Grace Schiebel  

Emily Alice Bartelt                       Sophie Violet Joy Lombard   Charles Steven Skolnik  

Thor Christian Cueto                   Grace Elizabeth-Rae Mahnke  Kenna Marie Streeck 

Jonah Fredrick Degner                Morgan Grace McCurdy  Preston Reese Stuve  

Tyson Ashton Farley                    Aaron Arthur McHenry   Kyle William Wortman 

Mason Robert Paul Gates          Jackson Frank Miller    Cooper George Yahnke 

Emilee Nicole Klich                      Mackenzie Gina Olson  



 

BIBLE STUDIES 
On Sunday mornings we will offer two new topics that will lead us up to summer.  

 

One by One 

An Outreach Bible Study based on a presentation that Pastor Rosenau gave at a recent WELS leadership conference. 

Sundays at 9:20 am, 10:20 am, and Wednesdays at 9:00 am (Fellowship Hall) 

  

Philippians 

A study on this inspiring letter that will help us focus on joy and hope in a world full of confusion and fear. 

Sundays at 9:20 am (sanctuary) 

Sunday 10:20 am Class Canceled This Week 

This Sunday, May 1, we will not be offering the One by One Bible Class at 10:20 am due to confirmation. The same 

class will be offered Sunday, May 1st at 9:20 am. The Sunday 10:20 am will resume May 8. Due to confirmation 

pictures being taken in the sanctuary, our 9:20 am Philippians class will be held in the 6th grade classroom  

(Room 134) this week. 

 

EVERY MEMBER VISITS 

The pastors have resumed their every member visits. If you didn’t sign up for one back in the winter, we encourage 

to sign up now. Head to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org or call the church office. 

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE (4/21/2022) 

The finishes selection team has met with Excel and has 90% of the finish colors selected. Excel is now about 75% 

done with design documents. We should be at 90% by the end of the month. A new budget amount from Catalyst 

will be presented to us next week. 

SURVEY REGARDING WORSHIP TIMES AND COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

YOUR RESPONSE IS REQUESTED for a short survey regarding worship times and communion distribution. Once 

construction begins at the end of summer/early fall, we'll be holding three services in the sanctuary every Sunday 

morning and will need to slightly adjust service times. We're hoping that this change will also alleviate some of the 

parking congestion on Sunday mornings. We'd also like your opinion on communion distribution. The link is here for 

an online version of the survey. Paper copies are available in the church lobby. Thank you!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS 

A reminder that all Sunday School students will be singing in church on Sunday, May 8 at the start of the 10:30 am 

service. Ask your child’s teacher if you have any questions!   

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 
If you would be interested in serving God as a Sunday School teacher during the coming summer months, please 

speak with Pastor Krause (608-217-5660, skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org). We always strive for multiple teachers per 

classroom so teachers have the flexibility needed for summer vacations, weekends away, etc. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
https://forms.gle/QiGWsTg7BVHzRwfu6
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org


GRIEF SUPPORT 

If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come to our next Grief Support meeting on Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 

pm at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Our topic for discussion will be "Coping with what others say." Come for 

comfort from God's word, and encouragement from fellow Christians.   

ST. PAUL'S DOMESTIC ABUSE ADVOCACY PROGRAM 

If you are in a healthy relationship with your spouse or a dating partner, take time to rejoice and thank God for this 

marvelous gift. God’s plan is that marriage is a blessing for all couples. God is clear marriage should reflect Christ and 

the church in Ephesians 5. Husbands are told to “Love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 

for her.” Wives are to “respect her husband.” 

Sadly, we know that many people are in relationships that are not healthy or that are abusive. Their relationships 

resemble the one between the Pharoah and the Israelite slaves rather than Christ and the church. What if your 

relationship makes you more of a slave? 

Navigating a relationship that is unhealthy or abusive is difficult, and St. Paul's wants to help. We have trained 

advocates who are ready to listen to you and walk beside you. Our advocates won’t tell you what to do. They are 

trained to find out what you need and help you achieve your goals. They will remind you of God’s unending love for 

you. 

St. Paul's Domestic Abuse Advocacy program plans to launch June 1st.  Watch for future information.  

MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE WIND SYMPHONY 

The MLC Wind Symphony will be playing in the 8:00 and 10:15 am services at First Lutheran Church in La Crosse on 

Sunday, May 15. There is no 7:00 pm concert at First Lutheran as was printed earlier. 

Families are needed to host MLC students overnight Saturday, May 14. Students will be arriving at First Lutheran’s 

parking lot on May 14 about 9:00 in the evening. They will need to be picked up there and brought back to First 

Lutheran the next morning by 7:00 am. If you can help, please contact Tina Johnson at (608) 317-1471 (call or text).   

DO YOU HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE GRADUATE THIS YEAR? 

The College Ministry Committee is gathering information of St. Paul's high school and college graduates, so they can 

be recognized and we can serve them better in the future. They are requesting the following information about each 

graduate: 

graduate’s name, school name graduating from, post-graduation plan (for example: college name/majoring in, 

military branch, workforce, undecided, etc.) 

Please also submit an electronic photo of your graduate. The requested information above and photo may be 

emailed to Rayann Schilling at rayann@charter.net. 

RETIREMENT AND 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Please join us as we celebrate and give thanks to the Lord for the teaching ministry of our retiring teachers, Betty Van 

Loon, 3K teacher, and Heide Mueller, Kindergarten teacher. We also will observe and give thanks for 25 years in the 

teaching ministry of Andy Wehausen, 4th grade teacher and Laura Schaper, 2nd grade teacher. A cake reception will be 

held in the church lobby Sunday, May 22 from 9:00-10:30 am. Card boxes will be available for well wishes. 

 

mailto:rayann@charter.net


ST. PAUL’S GOLF SCRAMBLE ON SUNDAY, JUNE 26 

Would you like to play some golf with fellow Christians? Any and all members and friends of St. Paul’s are invited to 

join us for a late afternoon scramble-style golf outing at Coulee Golf Bowl on Sunday, June 26. The cost is $20 for the 

greens fee and a cart. Interested? Sign up on the table in the church lobby or at this link. The last day to sign up is 

May 29. Questions? Contact Pastor Krause, 608-217-5660 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. PAUL'S 

Looking for new ways to share God’s love through your talents or time? St. Paul’s has several volunteer opportunities 

available for you! A current list is available in the church lobby. 

This week’s list includes: Sound Board Operators, and Starting Point Childcare 

FREE SIGNED AND NUMBERED PRINTS 

Bill Zierke has made available several signed and numbered prints of the old church. They are free and available in 

the church lobby. 

ST. PAUL’S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Our church and school has a number of open positions and we would appreciate any assistance in finding individuals 

to fill these roles in our ministry. If you or anyone you know might be interested in one or more of these positions, 

please contact the school office at office@stpaulsonalaska.org or call 608-783-4822.  

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Luther High School is looking to hire a full-time custodian. A complete job description is available in the church lobby 

or click on this link. 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday Service, 5/5/2022, (6:30 pm): Arthur Klein 

Sunday, 5/8/2022    

(8:00 am) Keith Beyer, Mike Murry, Eugene Papenfuss 
(9:15 am) Doug Luehmann, George Villarreal 
(10:30 am) Bill Owen, Marty Putz, Greg Schibbelhut, Ryan Svendsen 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa8af2da3fd0-stpauls1
mailto:office@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.lutherhigh.org/documents/alternate_media_folder/2022/custodian_full_time.pdf
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

