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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with 
God's Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in 
Christian love." 
  
 
 

 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 
The empty tomb of Easter gives us great joy, and yet, in our everyday lives of faith, we face many 
struggles and difficulties.  The same was true for 1st century Christians, and so the apostle Peter wrote 
them a letter to encourage them in their faith and to remind them of the living hope they had in 
Christ.  In the weeks after Easter, we’ll be looking at 1 Peter and rejoice in the everyday blessings that 
the empty tomb of Easter gives.   

 

Today’s Theme:  

Everyday Easter Blessings: The Empty Tomb Gives Us Confidence to Witness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Shane Krause 

Musicians: Dennis Bertolotti, Brandon Gjestvang, Connie Gronholz, Dave Kies, James Kies, Emma 

Schibbelhut, Jonathan Witte 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service 
folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “Lord, to You I 
Make Confession” Johann Franck, Catherine Winkworth, Tracy Fedke, arr. by Koine.  “This is Amazing Grace” Phil Wickham, 
Bethel Music. “I Hear the Savior Calling” John C. Lawrenz, Martin Albrecht, arr. by Koine. “All the Poor and Powerless” David 
Leonard, Leslie Jordan, Dan Galbraith. “Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy Lord” Martin Luther, Koine. “May the Peace of God” 
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD  
BELLS AND WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS and HYMN OF CONFESSION: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Lord, to You I Make Confession”  

We have come into God's presence; 
Maker of the heavens and earth. 

He created us to love him; 
To serve him as his precious child. 
We have disobeyed and errored, 
Thus deserving wrath and anger. 

 
P:  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

Lord, to you I make confession: 
I have sinned and gone astray; 
I have multiplied transgression, 

Chosen for myself my way. 
Led by you to see my errors, Lord, 

I tremble at your terrors. 

P: “This is the one I esteem; he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word,” declares 
the LORD (Isaiah 66:2) 
 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, 
I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Lord, on you I cast my burden 
Sink it in the depths below! 

Let me know your gracious pardon; 
Wash me, make me white as snow. 

Let your Spirit leave me never; 
Make me only yours forever. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give 
you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
For your Son has suffered for me, 

Giv'n himself to rescue me, 
Died to save me and restore me, 

Reconciled and set me free. 
Jesus' cross alone can vanquish 

These dark fears and soothe this anguish 
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“This is Amazing Grace”  

 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness? 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 

The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love: 
That you would take my place, 
That You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life, that I would be set free. 
Whoa, Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me. 

 
Who brings our chaos back into order? 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory. 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 

The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love: 
That you would take my place, 
That You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life, that I would be set free. 
Whoa, Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me. 

 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain; 

worthy is the King who conquered the grave. 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain; 

worthy is the King who conquered the grave. 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain; 

worthy is the King who conquered the grave. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

Worthy, worthy, worthy! 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love: 

That you would take my place, 
That You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life, that I would be set free. 
Whoa, Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me. 

All that You’ve done for me. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things that are 

true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according to your 

gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST LESSON: ACTS 17:22-31 

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every 

way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I 

even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in 

temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. 

Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the 

nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history 

and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for 

him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our 

being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver 

or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but 

now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world 

with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the 

dead.” 

 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 14:15-21 

 15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in 

you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 

anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in 

my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one 

who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show 

myself to them.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14%3A15-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686a
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HYMN: CW 560 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“I Hear the Savior Calling”  
 

I hear the Savior calling! The gospel comes to me. 
My eyes once closed in blindness are opened now to see 

That I myself was helpless to live eternally, 
But, dying, Christ did save me, and now he calls for me! 

 
I hear the Savior calling! He leads a soul to me, 
A soul in bitter anguish, one needing to be free. 

The gift I have to offer Is Christ, my Lord’s decree 
That all have been forgiven—my Savior calls for me! 

 
I hear the Savior calling! He gives this charge to me: 
To serve the best I’m able, whate’er the call may be. 

Thus hand in hand with others who share the gospel key 
We spread the gospel tidings—my Savior calls for me! 

 
I hear the Savior calling! He changes hearts for me. 

From door to door I witness to bring my Savior’s plea; 
Yet nothing can be added, no word on bended knee, 
Beyond the simple gospel—my Savior calls for me! 

 
I hear the Savior calling! His call has urgency! 

Each moment souls are dying; soon comes eternity. 
And so, my precious Savior, this is my humble plea: 
Prepare me for my mission for you are calling me! 

 

 

 

SERMON LESSON:  I Peter 3:15-22 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a 

clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 

ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing 

evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 

was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made 

proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited 

patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were 

saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of 

dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and 

powers in submission to him. 
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SERMON 

Everyday Easter Blessings: The Empty Tomb Gives Us Confidence to Witness 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day he rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are available for your convenience:  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-

6891. 
If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 
Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

 
Special Music: (singers). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “All the Poor and Powerless” 
 

All the poor and powerless, and all the lost and lonely, 
And all the thieves will come confess and know that You are holy, 

And know that You are holy. And know that You are holy. 
 

And all will sing out, Hallelujah. And we will cry out Hallelujah. 
 

All the hearts who are content, and all who feel unworthy, 
And all who hurt with nothing left, will know that You are holy. 
And all will sing out, Hallelujah. And we will cry out Hallelujah. 
And all will sing out, Hallelujah. And we will cry out Hallelujah. 

 
 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
about:blank
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Shout it, go on and scream it from the mountains. 
Go on and tell it to the masses that He is God. 

Shout it, go on and scream it from the mountains. 
Go on and tell it to the masses that He is God. 

 
We will sing out Hallelujah, and we will cry out Hallelujah 

We will sing out Hallelujah, and shout, yeah. 
 

Shout it, go on and scream it from the mountains 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND HYMN: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Grant Peace, We Pray, In Mercy, Lord”  

P: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your holy 
Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for the opportunities to worship and to grow in faith 
and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served. 
 
C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. Grant us the peace of 
knowing that you are always with us. 
 

Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord; peace in our time, oh, send us! 
For there is none on earth but you, none other to defend us. 

You only, Lord, can fight for us. Amen. 
 
P: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses in 
the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of 
the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O 
Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 
 
C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of truth and love. 
 

Scripture alone, we pray, O Lord; hope in your Word, oh, send us! 
For there is none on earth but you, none other to befriend us. 

You only, Lord, speak truth to us. Amen. 
 
P: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through your Word bestow on us the wisdom and power we need to witness 
clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and 
to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect. 
 
C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ, sharing your message of grace with the 
world. 
 

By grace alone, we pray, O Lord; grace poured from heaven send us! 
For there is none on earth but you, none other to attend us. 

Your only Son you sent for us. Amen. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who does not 
believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 



9 
 

Silent prayer 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and others, 
so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise forever. 

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer, increase our faith, and help us in our mission. Amen. 
 

By faith alone, we pray, O Lord; faith beyond measure, send us! 
For there is none on earth but you, none other to replenish. 

You only, Lord, can nourish us. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come,   

Your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BLESSING 
P: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and 
may he work in us what is pleasing to him, though Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
(Hebrews 13:20-21) 

C: Amen.         
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CLOSING HYMN: CWS 745 “May the Peace of God” 

 
  



 

 

 

 

This Week at St. Paul’s: May 17, 2020 

 

Church News 

Subject: Pastoral Update  

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

You likely have heard by now that the Wisconsin Supreme Court has struck down the Safer at Home mandate.  This 

obviously leads to questions and discussions about when we will be holding live worship services at church.  It’s good for 

us to think about these words from the Apostle Paul:  1 Corinthians 10:23-24 “I have the right to do anything,” you 

say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. No one 

should seek their own good, but the good of others.  It is certainly understandable and even good that among our 

church family we have different views and opinions about how and when to start holding public worship services.  As 

servants and followers of Jesus, we also know that Jesus and his grace lead us to love our neighbor and not always insist 

on my rights or my ways.  Yet, we also know the great blessings of gathering together with fellow Christians around 

God’s Word and Sacraments.   

  

During the last few months, we have had some initial discussions and conversations about how and when to resume 

public worship. Over the next few days, our leaders will continue discussing when and how to resume public 

worship.  Even though legally we could return to worship publicly right now, we want to give some time for our state 

leadership to come out with any additional guidelines or mandates that might come from the legislature working with 

the governor.  We also recognize that there will need to be some changes taking place so that we can continue to 

practice social distancing and making sure we provide a safe environment for us to gather together.  We think it’s best to 

come up with those plans and communicate them well in advance so that everyone understands how we will make sure 

to prevent close personal contact between hundreds of people on a Sunday.  Our Church Council meets next week 

Tuesday, and so please look for an update in the middle to the end of next week.  Please keep our leaders in your 

prayers as they wrestle with these discussions and decisions.   

  

We thank you for your patience.  It’s been a tremendous blessing seeing how so many of you have responded in 

Christian love and concern at this time and have looked for opportunities to share Jesus and his saving love.  At a time 

when it would be so easy to grumble and complain, as Christians we have a living and certain hope in Christ that leads us 

to reflect his selfless love to a world that desperately needs to know him.  Lord’s Blessings to you and thank you for all 

the different ways you let your light shine in your lives! 

  

In Christ, 

Pastors Olson, Krause, and Ehlke  

 

In Our Prayers:  
Recovery from surgery—Tom Donovan 

Health—Jerry Johnson, Father of Brenda Mendell 
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SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES AND BIBLE CLASS 

On Sunday, June 7, we will begin a new worship series on the “Heroes of Faith” highlighted in Hebrews 11. We are 
planning to offer an online Bible study on Wednesday evenings this summer which will dig deeper into the week’s Hero 
of Faith. The first of those online studies will be held on Wednesday, June 10. Plan to join us! Watch for more details as 
the time approaches. 

SAVE THE DATES 

There is Congregational Open Forum scheduled for Sunday, May 31, at 6:30 pm and a Congregational Voters’ Meeting 
for Sunday, June 7, at 6:30 pm. The format of these meetings will be determined soon and will keep in step with 
“reopening” guidelines. 

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE 

A member of our congregation has generously donate face masks for those in need. They are free of charge and may be 
picked up in the hallway outside the church/school office. What a wonderful example of using your time and talents to 
be a blessing to others. 

CAMP WHITEWATER 

All summer programs for Camp Whitewater are canceled for the 2020 season.  

MEDITATIONS AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP 

The Meditations devotional booklet is an excellent resource for daily time in the Lord’s Word. Due to social distancing, 
we’ve placed a mailbox outside of the main church entrance near the carport to make Meditations available to you. Feel 

free to pick one up anytime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793   dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

