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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Jesus’ ascension into heaven may seem like a strange thing to celebrate.  After all, we’re talking about the occasion 

when Jesus’ visible presence left this world.  He no longer walks and talks and preaches and teaches among us like 

he did during his years of public ministry on this earth.  And this is a good thing?  Yes!  Because Christ’s ascension 

assures us of the certainty of our salvation won and reminds us that God reigns over all things today. 

Sermon Theme: The Ascension Effect 
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Hastings, Dean Michael Ussher.  “All hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” arranged by Reawaken Hymns. “Jesus Is Lord” Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. “Crown 

Him” Jacob Sooter, Stephen Mcwhirter. 
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BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 341                        “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die. 

Crown him the Lord of love—behold his hands and side, 

Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

All hail Redeemer, hail, for thou hast died for me 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you.  

P:   Hallelujah! Christ is risen! 

C:    He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

P:   Jesus descended to earth in lowliness, 

C:    But now he has ascended to heaven in glory. 

P:   Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

C:    His understanding has no limit. 

P:   We give thanks to you, O God, for your name is near. 

C:    We will tell of your wonderful deeds. 

P:   We will not hide them from our children. 

C:    We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has 

done.  
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P:   As people who place all our trust in Jesus, let us confess our sins to him. 

All:  Risen and ascended Lord, we are the lost for whom you came. We were lost in sin from our conception. 

Throughout our lives we have despised your authority and gone our own way. For this we deserve to have 

you return in wrath, not in grace. We plead: for the sake of your innocent suffering and death, have mercy 

on us and grant us your peace. 

P:   The Lord has ascended to the right hand of the Father to give repentance and forgiveness of sins to his Church. 

He speaks to the Father in your defense.  Jesus speaks to his Father about the sacrifice he made for our sins 

upon the cross.  Jesus reminds the Father that his righteousness covers us. In Jesus’ name and by his command 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

SONG OF RESPONSE:           “O Praise the Name (Anastasis)” 

I cast my mind to Calvary 

Where Jesus bled and died for me 

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet 

My Savior on that cursed tree. 

 

His body bound and drenched in tears 

They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone 

Messiah still and all alone. 

 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

 

Then on the third at break of dawn 

The Son of heaven rose again 

O trampled death where is your sting? 

The angels roar for Christ the King. 

 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

 

He shall return in robes of white 

The blazing sun shall pierce the night 

And I will rise among the saints 

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face. 
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O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:   Let us pray. Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right hand 

you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by 

your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   (spoken) Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                      Luke 24:44-53 

After he had fulfilled the Scriptures and finished the work of redemption, Jesus ascended into heaven. 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 

me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The 

Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to 

send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was 

blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
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HYMN: CW 370                     “All Hail the power of Jesus’ Name” 

All Hail the power of Jesus’ name 

Let angels prostrate fall 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown him Lord of All 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race 

Ye ransomed of the fall 

Hail him who saves you by his grace 

And crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace 

And crown him Lord of all. 

EPISTLE LESSON:                                                                                                                                                   Ephesians 4:7-16 

Christ ascended to give gifts to his Church. 

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, 

    he took many captives 

    and gave gifts to his people.” 
9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who 

descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ 

himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works 

of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 

the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 

teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in 

love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him 

the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each 

part does its work. 

Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe 

On this terrestrial ball 

To him all majesty ascribe 

And crown him Lord of all. 

To him all majesty ascribe 

And crown him Lord of all. 
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Oh, that with yonder sacred crown 

We at his feet there fall 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

And crown him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

And crown him Lord of all. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                           Acts 1:1-11 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up 

to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he 

presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period 

of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them 

this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 

beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 

been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Sermon Theme: The Ascension Effect 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

MINISTRY VICTORY UPDATE  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C:  Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P:   O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep us strong  in your 

grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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BLESSING 

P:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:    Amen. 

CLOSING SONG:                                                                                                                                                          “Crown Him” 

It's not my life to live 

It's not my song to sing 

All I have is His 

For all eternity. 

 

It's not my righteousness 

It's not my faithfulness 

All I have is His 

For all eternity. 

 

And we will crown Him, crown Him 

King of Glory 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All. 

 

Crown Him, crown Him 

King of Glory 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All. 

 

It's not my war to win 

It's not my weight to bear 

And by His mighty hand 

He won the victory 

He won the victory. 

 

Crown Him, crown Him 

King of Glory 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All. 
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Crown Him, crown Him 

King of Glory 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All. 

 

It's not my blood, but His 

That stands in my defense 

And oh, what love is this 

That won the victory? 

He won the victory! 

 

Crown Him, crown Him 

King of Glory 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All. 

 

Crown Him, crown Him 

King of Glory 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All 

Crown Him, crown Him 

Lord of All. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: May 16, 2021 

 

❖ Birth—Wyatt John Dorn, son to Justin and Kiri Dorn (5/12/21) 

❖ Baptism—Ka Sandra Khang (5/13/21) 

❖ Cancer Treatment—Kate Bratton, mother-in-law of Warren and Colette Johnson’s daughter 

❖ Hospitalized—Arlene Loging 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

We will be offering five worship services each week (Thursday 6:30 pm, Saturday 5:00 pm, and Sundays 8:00, 9:15, 

and 10:30 am) throughout the summer. If you are looking for a service with lower attendance, our Thursday and 

Saturday services work well. We ask that people continue to be mindful of others and practice social distancing.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDIES TO START 

Plans are underway to hold in-person summer Bible classes and Sunday School. To accommodate the third worship 

service that was added to Sunday mornings, we are planning on offering Bible Class in between the 8:00 and 10:30 

am services in the Fellowship Hall and then an additional Bible Class in the gymnasium after the 9:15 am service. 

We hope to offer Sunday School options during those two Bible Classes as well. Look for more information in the 

coming weeks as we iron out details and start times. The summer session will likely start June 13.  

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION ON THURSDAY, MAY 27 

The graduation of St. Paul’s School 8th graders will be a part of the regular Thursday evening service on May 27. All 

are welcome to attend that service, but be aware that we will have more people in attendance than at our typical 

Thursday evening service. 

Support Groups 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST 

Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level school library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing practiced, and free 

Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill 

Bader (608.567.3038) to confirm day and time. M 

Mark Your Calendar 

KIDS’ PRAISE 

KIDS’ Praise will meet on Monday, June 14, July 12, and August 9, from 9:00-10:00 am next to the school 

playground. KIDS’ Praise is a free program for children birth-5 years old. Each session includes singing, playing, 

dancing, and praising their Savior. Time for free play will follow.  All are welcome to attend. 

WANT TO PLAY SOME PICKLEBALL? 

Pickleball will be played on Monday nights at 6:30 throughout the month of May and Tuesday night the day after 

Memorial Day. We will see if there is an interest to continue into the summer. For more information, please contact 

Linda Schmitz at linlar27@juno.com.  

mailto:linlar27@juno.com
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LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

The Luther Knight Athletic Booster club will be holding a Chicken Q at Luther High School on Tuesday, June 1 from 

4:00-7:00 pm. Meals include ½ chicken, potato salad, beans, and a roll. Tickets can be purchased through the Luther 

athletic department. All proceeds go to support and promote athletics at Luther High School.  

HUMAN RESOURCE TEAM FORMULATION 
Church Council has approved the formation of a Human Resource Team to review St. Paul’s employee handbooks, 

job applications, hiring, onboarding practices and documents. If you have knowledge in this field, or a willingness to 

research this topic, we would greatly appreciate you considering joining this team for a short term review. 

If interested, please contact Congregation Chairman Joel Degner joelandlori@gmail.com or 608.317.4240 

or Operations Manager, Lydia Walter admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608.783.2552 ext. 233 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING INPUT IS APPRECIATED 
We appreciate your input regarding the Grateful and Growing project. Please consider filling out a survey if you 

have not already done so. Extra Grateful and Growing booklets are available in the church lobby. 

ONALASKA FOOD BASKET 
We appreciate the recent support shown for the Onalaska Food Basket through the drive-thru food drive held last 

April. Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped off in the 

totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s current need is for cans of juice. 

DONATE 

St. Paul's Lutheran desires that offerings come from a heart of thanks to their Risen Lord, not out of obligation. We 

thank God for every dollar given to support our ministry and view it as a generous response to the gospel. If you 

would like to make a donation to St. Paul's Lutheran, there are a few ways you can do that.   

Building project: Click on this link, click on "Give Online Now" and select the fund called: "Capital Improvement 

and Expansion" 

Electronic Giving: Go to this link 

Wish List: To give toward special projects outside of our budget please go to this link. 

 

 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $24,765 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 

The amount given to date is $1,134,693. 

(5/9/2021) The amount needed to date is $1,112,527. 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

mailto:joelandlori@gmail.com
mailto:admin@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/9594e5043d297dd07795bd3d1b8d73ca
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

