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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 
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608.783.2552 

 

Worship Schedule 
As we head into the summer soon, we still plan on offering five 
worship service each week (Thursday 6:30 pm, Saturday 5 pm, 
and Sundays 8, 9:15, and 10:30 am). If you are looking for a ser-
vice with lower attendance, our Thursday and Saturday services 
work well. If you feel comfortable sitting closer to people, consider 
sitting in the outside pews where the ropes have been taken down 
and leave the middle pews for those who may not feel quite as 
comfortable. We ask that people continue to be mindful of others 
and practice social distancing. 
 
 

In-Person Summer Bible Class 
and Sunday School 

Plans are underway to hold in-person summer Bible classes and 
Sunday School. To accommodate the third worship service that 
was added to Sunday mornings, we are planning on offering Bible 
Class in between the 8 and 10:30 am services in the fellowship 
hall and then an additional Bible Class in the gymnasium after the 
9:15 am service. We hope to offer Sunday School options during 
those two Bible Classes as well. Look for more information in the 
coming weeks as we iron out details and start times. The summer 
session will likely start June 13. 
 
 

Retirement Services 
On May 9 we will be celebrating the teaching ministry of our 2

nd
 

grade teacher, Linnette Fehr. Mrs. Fehr is retiring from teaching 
after serving at St. Paul’s for the last 26 years. Please join us in 
celebrating her in any of the church services that day. There will 
also be a card box for well wishes and cake reception outside 
(weather permitting) in between worship services from 9:00 to 
10:30 am. 
 
We thank Mrs. Fehr for all her years of faithful service!  

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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“See to it that no one misses the grace of  God.”—Hebrews 12:15 
When I served as a vicar (think pastoral intern) in Las Vegas, my 

wife and I were blessed to be able to rent a house from one of the 

members of the church. Our house had something many houses 

don’t have in Las Vegas: a lawn. As you could imagine, a lawn in 

the desert requires regular watering. After a few months there, as 

the underground irrigation system watered the lawn regularly, I no-

ticed some small areas in the yard turning brown…areas that  

weren’t getting enough water. To my surprise, the brown areas 

were the spots right in front of the sprinkler water heads. You see 

the water would shoot out from the sprinkler head and miss the spot 

right in front of them! 

 

I think of that illustration when I think about mission work. It’s easy 

for us to think about outreach and evangelism as things that are 

done overseas or in our home mission congregations throughout 

our country. We rightly should think about those places, support 

them, and keep them in our prayers. Yet, it’s important that we don’t 

miss the mission field right in front of us…right in our own backyards. There are people in your life – 

family, friends, and neighbors – who don’t know Jesus or his grace. Hebrews 12:15 says “See to it 

that no one misses the grace of God.” 

 

I know the excuses all too well: What if they don’t want anything to do with Jesus? What if they get an-

gry? What if I don’t know what to say? What if now’s not the “right” time to share my faith with them? I 

also know that Satan will use fear and sometimes maybe even apathy to keep our mouths closed. Sa-

tan desperately wants people to miss the grace of God.  

 

That’s why we need to make sure we don’t miss the grace of God for ourselves. In Jesus, we have 

forgiveness for the times we’ve been too scared or too apathetic to share our faith. In Jesus, we have 

a real and lasting hope in the midst of a world of chaos and confusion. In Jesus, we have God’s grace 

– his undeserved love shown to sinful people. In Jesus, we have every reason to look for mission op-

portunities right in front of us, right in front of our owns eyes. A friend. A coworker. A neighbor. God 

calls us to share Jesus with them so that no one misses the grace of God.  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Pick up Your Yard Sign Today 
 
The Board of Outreach has yard signs for members to place in their yards to promote St. Paul's 
Church and School with on-line and in-person worship. The sign has our new tag- line: 

God's Word, Our Hope. 

The signs may be picked up in church lobby  



3 

Zoom Bible  
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm . Pastor Ehlke will be 
leading a study on the Lord’s Prayer. If you’re 
already a part of the current Bible study group, 
there’s no need to sign-up. You will receive the 
zoom link each week for the class. If you 
haven’t attended the Zoom Bible study class 

this semester but would like to, let Pastor Ehlke know: 
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org or head to our website (link to sign-
up is on top part of home page): https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/  
 
New Starting Point Class at St. Paul’s 
Pastor Krause will be teaching a new “Starting Point” Bible class 
that began Monday, April 26 at 6:00pm.  This class will be held 
weekly and runs about 15 weeks.  “Starting Point” covers the main 
teachings of the Bible. It’s a great class for those new to 
Christianity. But it also serves as a great review for those who have 
been Christians for some time. Plan to attend! Invite a friend or 
share this invitation with someone who wants to know more about 
our Savior God! We’ll meet in person at church, but a virtual option 
will also be made available. Sign up at  
stpaulsonalaska.org. Questions? Contact Pastor Krause: 
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org. 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 4 pm – In-person and zoom – 
Topic: Job 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am – Zoom only – 
Topic: Mark 
 
Men’s Bible Class: Men of all ages are welcome to join the 
Saturday, 8:00 am Bible group at the Sand Lake Kwik Trip training 
center, 408 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska (two blocks north of St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church, Onalaska). Participants enter through the 
side door. We are currently studying the Book of Jeremiah. Join us 
as we fellowship around God’s Word and enjoy a cup of Karuba 
coffee. For more information call/text Steve Loehr 608.781.8832.  

May 

1. Jeremiah 48 

2. Jer. 49:1-33 

3. Jer. 49:34-50:46 

4. Jer. 51:1-58 

5. Jer. 51:59-52:34 

6. Lamentations 1 

7. Lam. 2 

8. Lam. 3 

9. Lam. 4 

10. Lam. 5 

11. Philippians 1:1-11 

12. Phil. 1:12-26 

13. Phil. 1:27-2:18 

14. Phil. 2:19-30 

15. Phil. 3:1-11 

16. Phil. 3:12-21 

17. Phil. 4 

18. Ezekiel 1 

19. Ezek. 2:1-3:21 

20. Ezek. 3:22-5:17 

21. Ezek. 6, 7 

22. Ezek. 8 

23. Ezek. 9, 10 

24. Ezek. 11 

25. Ezek. 12, 13 

26. Ezek. 14, 15 

27. Ezek. 16 

28. Ezek. 17 

29. Ezek. 18, 19 

30. Ezek. 20:1-44 

31. Ezek. 20:45-21:32 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org


4 

Teen Group 

Service Projects 

Besides Bible study and some fellowship 

opportunities, St. Paul’s High School 

Teen Group also tries to engage in a few 

service projects every year. A number of 

our teens helped out with our very suc-

cessful food drive on March 27.On April 

17, a number of our teens cleaned up 

trash for the City of Onalaska along the 

walk-bike path that stretches behind the 

Sam’s Club to the Taco Bell. We’re 

thankful for our teens who look for oppor-

tunities to put their faith into meaningful 

service to others! 

Custodial help needed 
St. Paul’s has immediate openings for Full or Part-time Custodian positions to assist 
in maintaining cleanliness and general appearance of the facilities. Varying skills and 
abilities desired. Some small maintenance work may be included. Interested appli-
cants should contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608-783-2552 ext 233 for 
more details and to pick up an application. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to help clean as we seek additional staff, please sign up 
here or contact Lydia for more details. 

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our 
budget funding), please see the items on St. Paul’s Wish 
List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on how 
to make a donation. Click the link below to go to the list or go 
to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the top of the page, 
click Give and then Wish List. Master Wish List 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 

Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-church
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 
2

nd
 Tuesday of each month in the Fireside area of church at 

6:30 pm.  Our next meeting will be May 11. For May we will 
read another book by Cynthia Ruchti “They Almost Always 
Come Home”. We do not meet during the summer but will 
have a few social gatherings. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meet eve-
ry other month on the first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the fellow-
ship hall) Children who are enrolled in Cradle Roll receive peri-
odic mailings and books every 6 months until they are 4. The 
quiet bags are not in use as of now due to the pandemic. Our 
next meeting will be on May 6, 2021. 

Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level 
school library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center 
(933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing practiced, 
and free Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the good 
news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader (608.567.3038) 
to confirm day and time. 

Caring Christians-Mental Health 
Caring Christians-Mental Health will meet at first Lutheran in 
La Crosse on Monday, May 3, at 6:30 p.m. The topic will be: 
Dealing with stress. 
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SUPPORTING THOSE TRAINING FOR THE  
FULL-TIME PUBLIC MINISTRY 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church currently has five members studying at Martin Luther College for the full-time 
public ministry.  St. Paul’s has a fund that has been used for many years to provide financial assistance 
to these people.  Gifts have ranged from $200 to $500 based on the year of training, and recipients have 
been very grateful for the support. 
 
Martin Luther College has been concerned about growing student debt.  In 2015, they found that 75% of 
graduates carried debt averaging $25,500.  Since that time, MLC began the Congregational Matching 
Grants Program.  The program encourages congregations to provide financial assistance to members 
studying at MLC, offering up to match up to $1,000 per student.  St. Paul’s has taken advantage of the 
program since its inception, but funding has not allowed us to take full advantage.  Would you help us 
provide $1,000 per St. Paul’s member studying at MLC so that we can maximize the matching grant they 
receive?  Donations can be made to the Ministry Support Fund of St. Paul’s.  Contact Principal Benjamin 
Bain for more information. 
 
MEET MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE STUDENT GRACE BAIN 

Grace has long shown a love for being around younger children.  As a result, fami-
ly and friends encouraged her to consider attending Martin Luther College to be-
come a teacher.  Working at a summer camp helped solidify that this indeed was 
the direction God was leading her.  Now Grace is in her third year at MLC with a 
double major in Early Childhood Education and Staff Ministry. 
 
What is something Grace loves about MLC?  The professors!  “They truly embody 
what it means to be a minister of the gospel by being authentic, kind, and attentive 
to their students. They challenge us to do our best while maintaining meaningful 
relationships with their students. You can really tell that they want you to suc-
ceed in the ministry. 
 

What excites Grace about serving in the full-time public ministry?  ”I'm excited to work with parents as a 
team to train up their children in the way they should go, so that they will not depart from the family of 
believers.” 
 
MEET SOON-TO-BE MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE GRADUATE BENJAMIN MAHNKE 

Benjamin Mahnke wasn’t sure where God was leading him when he graduated 
from Luther High School.  He decided to give Martin Luther College a try.  He 
found that he loved the family-like atmosphere he found among students and fac-
ulty at MLC.  Now in his senior year in the Staff Ministry program, Benjamin is set 
to graduate May 15, 2021.  God-willing, Benjamin will receive an assignment to 
serve in the full-time public ministry on that same day.  He is excited to see where 
God leads him next and for the opportunity to share Jesus with people. 
 
 
 
Besides St. Paul’s member Benjamin Mahnke graduating from MLC this May, 
Julia Schibbelhut will graduate as well.  I have also been told that St. Paul’s mem-

bers Bryan Walkley and Tyler Wahl are finishing assignments as dorm supervisors and will be eligible for 
permanent assignments.  Check out MLC’s website for the opportunity to stream the commencement 
and Call service and see where God places these young people to serve in His Kingdom! 
 
Another St. Paul’s member, Ella Loersch, graduated from Martin Luther College in December and is 
serving as a teacher at St. John Lutheran School in Peshtigo, Wisconsin. 
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Graduate Recognition 

Please keep our graduates in your prayers, as they continue their journeys, and be sure to check out their pictures on the 
electronic display board in the church entryway.  Congratulations to: 

Thanks to those that submitted their graduate’s information. If any were missed, please email nmaedke@yahoo.com and 
we will be sure to get you added. 

Name  School Post Graduate Plan 

Maddy Adickes Viterbo RN at Gundersen's Inpatient Behavioral Health Unit 

Sam Babinec U of MN - Twin Cities Communications for Hannay's Inc. (Minneapolis) 

Grace Bettin Luther High School Western Technical College / Nursing 

Tyler Fluegge Luther High School Army 

Kyler Fry Onalaska High School Culver-Stockton College / Sports Management 

Tia Gray Luther High School Western Technical College / Nursing 

Hunter Kasten Luther High School  

Sam Kick Luther High School UW La Crosse 

Grace Komay Luther High School Undecided 

Micah Lenz Luther High School  

Isaiah Loersch Luther High School Martin Luther College 

Drew Maedke Luther High School Electrician Apprentice 

Benjamin Mahnke Martin Luther College Call to follow 

Miriam Mielke Luther High School  

Mitchell Muller UW-Madison Legislative Assistant for Rep. Oldenburg 

Carson Nagy Onalaska High School Winona State / Criminal Justice 

Anna Rautiola Luther High School University of Iowa / Pre-Physician Assistant 

Triston Riley Luther High School Undecided 

Julia Schibbelhut Martin Luther College Call to follow 

Micah Schibbelhut Luther High School 
Martin Luther College / Secondary Life Science & Elemen-
tary Education 

Caleb Schilling Bethany Lutheran College Content Manager at Hypixel Inc. 

Jacob Schilling UW-Madison Risk Management 

Leah Schilling Luther High School UW Eau Claire/ Pre-Med 

Kevin Shepeck Western Technical College River States Truck and Trailer 

Grace Vannucchi Luther High School Texas Christian University / Ballet Major 

Aelyse Werner Holmen High School Undecided 

Sam Wetzel UW-River Falls Houston College of Optometry 

Dylan Woodard Onalaska High School  

Caleb Wortman Melrose Mindoro H.S. Workforce 

Luther High School  Megan Yonkovich 

mailto:nmaedke@yahoo.com
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Good Steward Report and Employment Opportunity 
 
GOD’S GRACE 
At this time of uncertainty and difficulty, God’s grace continues to be evident at the Good Steward Re-
sale Shop. In spite of being closed for more than two months because of the pandemic, our total in-
come in 2020 was $544,057. After the first two months of 2021, our income has been $107,875, which 
is the third highest amount in our history at this time of the year. We thank God for His grace and 
blessings. 
 
CHANGES 
As happens everywhere in life, there have been some changes in personnel at Good Steward. At the 
beginning of the year, we welcomed Warren Johnson as a new board member. We thank James Sto-
rey for his faithful service as a board member for many years. At the present time, the members of the 
Board of Directors at Good Steward are Steve Loehr (Chairman), Larry Gilbertson, Barbara Phillips, 
James Beitlich, Paul Kapanke, Mimi Richmond, Warren Johnson, Denise Priem and Charles Lukasek. 
Please feel free to speak to any of them, or to our store manager, Lisa Wendt, if you have any ques-
tions or helpful suggestions for Good Steward. 
 
We also want to thank Janet Gilbertson, who retired as a store coordinator at the end of February after 
nearly twenty years of faithful service. At this time, we are accepting applications for another store co-
ordinator and a warehouse worker. Both of these are part-time paid positions. For further information 
and an application form, please stop in at Good Steward (1930 Rose St., La Crosse) or call (608-779-
9763). 
 
GRANT PROGRAM 
One of the Good Steward programs, which benefits Luther High School and area Lutheran Elementary 
Schools is our grant program. Volunteers who have helped at Good Steward for a minimum number of 
hours are given the privilege of nominating a student for a grant from Good Steward. For the 2021-
2022 school year the grants for Luther students are $875 (first child) and $615 (other children); and for 
elementary schools $400 (first child) and $350 (other children). Those who registered will receive infor-
mation and a nomination form in the mail near the end of April. If you do not receive a form in the mail, 
you may obtain one at Good Steward after May 1.The nomination forms need to be filled out and re-
turned by June 1. This grant program is one of the ways in which we try to thank our volunteers for the 
wonderful help which they provide for our store. We can always use more volunteers. And since it 
seems that the pandemic is subsiding, we do hope to have more volunteers this summer. We do wear 
masks and practice social distancing and sanitization. If you would like to join us as a volunteer for a 
good cause with good Christian people, please stop in or call. 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
The Good Steward Resale Shop is currently accepting applications for two paid positions:1) Store Co-
ordinator (part time- c. 24-32 hours per week) and 2) Warehouse Workers (part time c. 24 hours per 
week). Both positions require leadership, organizational skills, the ability to communicate and train oth-
ers, and exercising good judgment. They also require some physical exertion, including lifting up to 50 
pounds. 
 
The applicants must be committed to the Biblical principle, “Serve 
one another in love” (Galatians 5:13). 
 
 Interested parties may obtain a job description with necessary 
qualifications and an application form at the Good Steward Resale 
Shop. You may also obtain a job description and application form 
by calling 608-784-5035 or by writing to: 
Wise Managers, Inc., 400 West Avenue South, 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
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The library is located in the “fireside” area of the narthex.  The library serves as a great resource by offering 
a wide variety of Christian materials.  The books have been broken out into many different topics for easier 
identification and selection.  We encourage all members to browse the library at their convenience!   
  
           Library Features: 
    ▪ Close to 1,200 Christian books! 
    ▪ Books for children, teens and adults 
    ▪ Books on depression, anger, forgiveness 
    ▪ Books on parenting, marriage, relationships 
    ▪ Books on digging deeper into Scripture 
    ▪ Books on dating, engagement, divorce, remarriage 
    ▪ Books on Christian perspectives with societal topics  
    ▪ Books to strengthen your faith during challenging times 
    ▪ Books on grief/death 
    ▪ Books on being more prepared to share your faith/beliefs 
    ▪ DVDs - both Biblical and fiction 
    ▪ Plus many more - see next page for all topics 
  
     It is easy to check out books: 

 Complete the blue card (from back book pocket) with the date and your first and last name* printed 
legibly.   

 Place the blue card in the black bin on counter 
 Return books to black crate under end of counter 
 Loan Period: Books (One month)  CDs and DVDs (Two weeks) 

  
*Your envelope # can be used for privacy purposes.  If by chance a reminder call needs to be made for the 
book to be returned, the envelope # (not the book title) will be given to one of the Pastors and they will 
make the reminder call. 
  
A friendly reminder to please return any books/DVDs you checked out previously. 
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Joanne Sandvick or JoAnn McLees. 
  

Church Library Mission Statement 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Library is a Christian resource library serving the  

educational and spiritual needs of the congregation. 
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Church Library Topics  
(Section listed in parentheses) 

Children’s 
Bed Time (2) 
Being Thankful (1) 
Bible Stories (1) 
Board Books (1) 
Building Character (1) 

Christmas (2) 
Easter (2) 
Kids' Bibles (1) 
Kids' DVDs & CDs (2) 
 

Picture Books (1) 
Prayer (1) 
Who is God? (2) 
You're Special (1) 

 

Christian Living 
Balancing Life (4) 
Inspiration (7) 
Living Purposefully (4) 

Sharing Your Faith with Others 
(4) 

Transitions in Life (Empty Nest, 
Caregiving, Aging) (4) 
True Stories (7) 

 

Challenging Times (4) 
Addiction 
Christian's View on 
Homosexuality 

Dealing with Chronic 
Illness/Cancer  
Depression 
Forgiveness/Anger 

Grief/Death 
Strengthening Your Faith During 
Challenging Times 
Timely Topics 

 

Devotions (3) 
Devotions for Couples 
Devotions for Families 

Devotions for Men 
Devotions for Women 

 

Digging Deeper into Scripture (5) 
Bible Discovery Series 
God’s People Series 

Main Teachings of the Bible 
Comparing Religions 

 

DVDs and CDs 

Children’s (2) 
Biblical (3) 

Fiction (8) 
Time of Grace DVDs – Topical (3) 

 

Adult Fiction 
Contemporary (8) 
Historical (8) 

Romance (7) 
Suspense (7) 

 

Relationships (6) 
Being Alone 
Dating/Engagement 

Divorce/Remarriage 
For Wives 

Marriage 

 

Martin Luther (5) 
Martin and Katie Luther Life Stories What does Martin Luther Say? 

 

   Just for Men (6)  Just for Women (6) Prayer (3)    WELS Synod (4) 
 

Parenting (6) 
Communicating with Your Teen 
For Dads 
For Moms 

Loss of Child/Infertility 
Special Needs Children 

Talking to your children about 
sex 

Teen (7) 
Teen Dating           Teen Devotions    Teen Fiction   
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School News 
CURRENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 

St. Paul’s has 148 students listed 
as “Enrolled” through TADS for 
2021-2022.  We have verified 90 
applications through the Wiscon-
sin Parental Choice Program.  
Mr. Bain has given tours and 
communicated with 11 new fami-
lies (mostly with children in K-8).  
As of 4/19/2021, we have 23 pre-
school reservations.  Preschool 
and kindergarten enrollment can 
be difficult to predict. 
 
ATHLETICS 
A short volleyball season for girls in grades 5-8 runs 
through April.  Track and field for boys and girls in 
grade 5-8 is in the works, with a possible practice 
start date of May 3.  We are grateful for the many 
athletic offerings we have been able to provide this 
year despite the challenges of the pandemic. 
 

PRESCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN, and OLDER GRADES 2021-2022 
We are currently accepting reservations for three-year-old and four-year-old preschool, as well as 
applications for grades K-8.  If you or someone you know is interested in a Christ-centered pre-
school or K-8 education at St. Paul’s, please contact our office (608-738-2552;  
office@stpaulsonalaska.org).  
 
GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
What kind of robot would you make to try to push or pull another robot into a pit?  Thirteen St. Paul’s 
seventh and eighth graders designed, built, programmed, tested, and refined robots to do just that in 
just a few weeks of practice.  We hosted a six team, double elimination tournament for these partici-
pants on Friday, April 9, in our gymnasium.  It was an exciting event with epic battles!  Our top two 
robots each won a battle against each other with a knockout.  In their third and deciding match, both 
had moments where it seemed they would secure another knockout, and both were able to do dam-
age to their opponent.  After three minutes of back and forth battling, the judges conferred.  Pretty 
Pony was declared the champion!  Congratulations to Jack S. and Sam H. on their hard-fought vic-
tory. 

 

Grade WPCP applications Projected Enrollment 

K3 N/A 10? 

K4 7 12? 

K 12 15? 

1 12 20 

2 11 23 

3 6 14 

4 16 25 

5 3 15 

6 7 18 

7 5 24 

8 11 19 

Total 90 195 


