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Maundy Thursday 
BELLS AND WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  CW 268          “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 
 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer. 

All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 

 
Please stand 
 
CONFESSION 
 
Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

Congregation:   Almighty God, merciful Father, 
I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. 
In what I have done and left undone, 
I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. 
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
I am truly sorry for my sins. 
I repent of them. 
I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

 
Silence for personal confession to God 
 

P:  Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

C:  Cleanse me from my sins. 
Release me from my guilt. 
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

 
Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer. 
All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
P:  The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all.  For his sake, God forgives our sins 
and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 🕇🕇 and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer. 

All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us: 
Your peace be with us, O Jesus! 
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Please be seated 
 
FIRST LESSON: Exodus 12:1-13 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your 
year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his 
family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their 
nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of 
lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males 
without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of 
the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to 
take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made 
without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal 
organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to 
eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it 
is the LORD’s Passover. 

12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I 
will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where 
you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

 
HYMN:  CWS 717        “When You Woke that Thursday Morning” 
 

Singer only: 
 

When you woke that Thursday morning, Savior, Teacher, faithful Friend, 
Thoughts of self and safety scorning, knowing how the day would end; 

Lamb of God, foretold for ages, now at last the hour had come 
When but One could pay sin’s wages: you assumed their dreadful sum. 

 
Congregation and singers: 

 
Never so alone and lonely, longing with tormented heart 

To be with your dear ones only for a quiet hour apart; 
Sinless Lamb and fallen creatures, one last paschal meal to eat, 

One last lesson as their teacher, washing your disciples’ feet. 
 

What was there that you could give them that would never be outspent, 
What great gift that would outlive them, what last will and testament? 

“Show me and the world you love me, know me as the Lamb of God; 
Do this in remembrance of me, eat this body, drink this blood.” 

 
One in faith, in love united, all one body, you the head, 

When we meet, by you invited, you are with us, as you said. 
One with you and one another in a unity sublime, 

See in us your sister, brother, one in ev’ry place and time. 
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GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 26:17-30 

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us 
to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am 
going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them 
and prepared the Passover. 

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he 
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go 
just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he 
had not been born.” 

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from 
this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

HYMN: CW 313, verses 1-5, 7       “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” 

Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior,  
Turned away God’s wrath forever; 

By his bitter grief and woe  
He saved us from the evil foe. 

As his pledge of love undying,  
He, this precious food supplying, 

Gives his body with the bread  
And with the wine the blood he shed. 

Jesus here himself is sharing;  
Take heed how you are preparing, 

For if you do not believe,  
Judgment instead you shall receive. 
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Useless would be Jesus’ passion  
If salvation you could fashion. 
Do not come if you suppose  

You need not him who died and rose. 

Christ says, “Come, all you that labor,  
And receive my grace and favor; 

Those who feel no pain or ill  
Need no physician’s help or skill.” 

 Praise the Father, who from heaven  
Unto us such food has given 

And, to mend what we have done,  
Gave into death his only Son. 

 
Sermon Lesson:  I Corinthians 11:23-28 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning 
against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and 
drink from the cup. 

Sermon Theme: A Most Precious Meal 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 
     Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
           Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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THE SACRAMENT 
  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: (spoken) And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C: (spoken) We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: (spoken) It is good and right so to do. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”   
  
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
 
Please be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
At St. Paul’s, we practice close Communion and ask that if you are not a St. Paul’s member or a member at one of 
our sister congregations (WELS and ELS), that you please speak with one of our pastors to learn how to establish 
communion fellowship with us.  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC: “This Broken Bread” 

Singers: 
This broken bread—not bread alone but Jesus’ body, broken, torn 

Upon the cross at Calvary—this bread he offers now to me. 
 

Refrain: 
I come, unworthy, weary, worn. My soul is yearning for my Lord. 

“Do this,” he said, “rememb’ring me. My life and death have set you free.” 
My life and death have set you free 

 
This brimming wine—not wine alone but Jesus’ blood, that richly flowed 

From wounds he bore upon the tree—this wine he offers now to me.   Refrain 
 

A miracle, a mystery: His blood and body here for me. 
I fix my eyes on things unseen. I eat and drink eternity.  Refrain 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 310, verses 1-6     “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” 
 

 I come, O Savior, to your table, for weak and weary is my soul; 
O Jesus, you alone are able to satisfy and make me whole. 

Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 
 

Oh, grant that I in manner worthy may now trust solely in your Word, 
And, conscious of the sins before me, look only unto you, O Lord.   

Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 
 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior, because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet you your lamb will banish never, nor will your faithfulness depart. 
Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 

 
Oh, let me loathe all sin forever as death and poison to my soul, 

That I through willful sinning never may see your judgment take its toll!  
Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 

 
Your heart is filled with fervent yearning that sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to you in faith are turning; so let me, too, come trustingly. 
Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 

 
Weary am I and heavy laden; with sin my soul is sore oppressed. 

Receive me graciously and gladden my heart, for I am now your guest. 
Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 391         “God Loved the World So that He Gave” 
 

God loved the world so that he gave  
His only Son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe  
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
Christ is the solid rock of faith,  

Who was made flesh and suffered death. 
All who confide in him alone  

Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

God would not have the sinner die— 
His Son with saving grace is nigh. 
His Spirit in the Word does teach  

How we the blessed goal may reach. 
 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  
Forgives the sins that you have done. 

You’re justified by Jesus’ blood;  
Baptized, you are a child of God. 

 
When you are sick, when death draws near,  

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death— 

This is the anchor of my faith! 
 

Glory to God the Father, Son,  
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity,  
Be praise now and eternally! 

Please stand 
 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and 🕇🕇 give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN: CW 319       “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 
 

On my heart imprint your image, 
Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 
Have no pow’r to hide your face. 

This the superscription be: 
Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
And my glory and salvation. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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