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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Fill in the blank: God so loved the _____________. This weekend we'll look at the most well-known passage in all of 

the Bible and remember what it means that God so loved the world. Our human natures so often tell us that our 

measure and our worth are found in what we offer to God and what we offer to others. We'll see why such an 

attitude enslaves and leads away from God, but we'll also see what it means that God so loved the world. He loved 

the world in such a unique way that he gave us his greatest treasure. And if he loves the world, well, then he must 

love you and me, too. 

 

Today’s Theme: God So Loved. . . 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Organist: Liz Kolb 

Musicians: Amy, Cole, and Landon Bryant, Andrea, Jack, and Luke Schmeling, Beth Schmeling, Emma Kolb, 5th 

Grade Junior Choir 

 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens 
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “There Is a Redeemer” Keith and Melody Green. “Not Unto Us” Kurt Eggert.  
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Service of the Word 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 120                                                                               “What Wondrous Love Is This”  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we 

have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and 

plead for his mercy. 

C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you 

and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:   (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
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And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

P:  Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask you graciously to 

cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BE SEATED                       

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                        Numbers 21:4-9 

4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient 

on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 

in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 

6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The people 

came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take 

the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So 

Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the 

bronze snake, they lived. 

ANTHEM: (8:00 only) “There Is a Redeemer” 5th grade Junior Choir 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: (all other services) CW 402, verses 1-2                    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

My faith looks up to thee,  

Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray;  

Take all my guilt away; 

Oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 



5 

May thy rich grace impart  

Strength to my fainting heart; my zeal inspire! 

As thou hast died for me,  

Oh, may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                             Ephesians 2:4-10 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 

him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches 

of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 391                                                                                   “God Loved the World So that He Gave” 

God loved the world so that he gave  

His only Son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe  

Should everlasting life receive. 

Christ is the solid rock of faith,  

Who was made flesh and suffered death. 

All who confide in him alone  

Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

God would not have the sinner die— 

His Son with saving grace is nigh. 

His Spirit in the Word does teach  

How we the blessed goal may reach. 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  

Forgives the sins that you have done. 

You’re justified by Jesus’ blood;  

Baptized, you are a child of God. 

When you are sick, when death draws near,  

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves my soul from death— 

This is the anchor of my faith! 
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Glory to God the Father, Son,  

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity,  

Be praise now and eternally! 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                        John 3:14-21 

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who 

believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come 

into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil 

hates the light and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the 

truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of 

God. 

Sermon Theme: For God So Loved. . . 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

        born of the virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

        He descended into hell. 

        The third day he rose again from the dead. 

        He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

        the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 
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THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

P:  Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by his obedient 

death on the cross. 

C:  We confess that without your love we are lost. 

P:  Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, 

the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C:  Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the cost. 

P:  Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of 

the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to 

do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C:  By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

P:  Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the 

lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face 

the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

C:  Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort and hope. 

P:  Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and 

caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C:  Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

P:  Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that we 

may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

STAND 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

    Your kingdom come,   

    Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

    Give us today our daily bread.  

    Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

    Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 392                          “Not Unto Us” 

Congregation: 

Not unto us, not unto us be glory, Lord; 

Not unto us but to your name be praise; 

Not unto us but to your name all honor be giv’n 

For matchless mercy, forgiveness, and grace. 

Choir: 

By grace, by grace alone, alone by grace we stand 

Among your saints, a joyful band; 

By grace, by grace, O Lord, we hymn your holy name, 

And sing Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Congregation: 

Amazing grace—that chose us e’er the worlds were made; 

Amazing grace—that sent your Son to save; 

Amazing grace—that robed us in your righteousness 

And taught our lips to sing glory and praise. 
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Choir: 

By grace, by grace alone, alone by grace we stand 

Among your saints, a chosen band; 

By grace, by grace, are we your Church, one family, 

Called by your name—blest sheep of your own hand. 

 

Congregation: 

O faithful love—that shepherded through faithless years; 

Forgiving love—that led us to your truth; 

Unyielding love—that would not let us turn from you 

But sent us forth to speak pardon and peace. 

Choir: 

By grace, by grace alone, alone by grace we stand 

Among your saints, a herald band; 

By grace, by grace, O Lord, we run at your command 

To bring the glad Good News to ev’ry land. 

Congregation: 

Not unto us but to your name be glory, Lord, 

For grace so rich, so wide, so high, so free. 

Abide with us till trav’ling days are over and done, 

And pilgrim feet lead us home, Lord, to you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: March 14, 2021 

 

❖ Comfort for—Sherry Villarreal in the passing of her mother, Joan Crawford (3/7/2021) 

❖ Comfort for—the family of Jessie Fredricksen (3/10/2021) 

❖ Call—Joe Fetcenko to teach STEM classes at California Lutheran High School in Wildomar, CA  

❖ Call—Greg Schibbelhut to Arizona Lutheran Academy 

❖ Declining health—Dale Ritter 

❖ Health Concerns—Jerry Johnson, father of Brenda Mendell; Gary Wortman, father of Shawn Wortman 

❖ Birth—new granddaughter for Linda Hein. Parents are Dan and Rachel Sting. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to 

worship. You can sign-up by going to our website:  www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. You will be able to see how many 
people have signed up for each service.  

Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. Paul's website. All other Livestreamed services are 

archived and can be watched on our Youtube channel. Search St Paul’s Onalaska on Youtube. 

Worship Times 
Midweek Lent Services, Wednesdays at 2:00 pm (in-person and livestreamed) and 6:30 pm (in-person) 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm  
Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 

Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed. 

No Thursday worship services during the Lenten season. 

WEDNESDAY LENT SERVICES 

The overall theme for the 2021 Lenten sermons is “The Hands of the Passion.” When we consider Jesus and the 

people around him in his Passion, we can’t help but think of their hands— the hands that beat their breast, accepted 

money for betrayal, petulantly swung swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, praised, washed, were 

pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, we can’t help but think about how we sinners have had the same sinful 

hands of those who surrounded Jesus in his Passion, and how Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace. 

PALM SUNDAY CHILDREN'S SONG AND PROCESSION 

For Palm Sunday (March 28), we'd like to open each of our Sunday services with a palm procession and song by 

children from our congregation.  

Since we are not able to rehearse as a group at school, I'm asking parents who are interested in having their 

children join us help their children learn the song at home.  

In order to know how many palm branches to order, please click on this link and respond to the short survey if you 

would like your children to participate. 

Click on this link to hear the song. 

The children will only need to learn the opening refrain, as the congregation will sing the hymn. Thank you! 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBAsLpn7rkoYdC4Uf0VRBCCl20Ots__3JWUpUHHAI1q4ff3g/viewform
https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/media-player.jsp?&productID=11164993&type=audio
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MUSICIANS FOR LENT AND EASTER!  

If you would be interested in helping out with music during any of our lent, Holy Week, or Easter services, please 

follow this link to find a musician survey.  Otherwise, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut 

at wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER 

Order envelopes are available in the church lobby. Lilies can be ordered for $8 and mums for $10. Deadline to order 

your flowers is Monday, March 22. 

USHER SPECIAL SERVICES 

With Lent well underway, we are in need of some ushers for Wednesdays at 2:00 pm and 6:30 pm and then later on 
during Holy Week. If you’re interested in serving, you can sign-up on the sheet in the back of church (near the 
window).  

Decisions Made at Recent Voters' Meeting 
On Sunday, February 21st, at 11:30 am, there was a voters' meeting where three specific decisions were made. St. 

Paul’s approved the site plan as presented from the Building Team pending city approvals. This motion also 
included the intent to contract Catalyst Construction for construction management services if the congregation 

decides to build. Catalyst Construction Management Services are currently providing no fee services to provide the 
congregation with cost information for decision making purposes. Copies of the site plan are in the church lobby. In 

May or June there will be another voters' meeting to decide on whether or not to build.  

Secondly, the decision was also made to contract The James Company to help our church with our capital campaign 
for a feasibility study. 

Thirdly, a decision was made on how to spend excess funds from 2019/20 fiscal year. It will be divided between the 
Congregational Mission Offering ($8,000), Luther High School ($7,000), the Panther Parent Group ($7,000), support 
of the building fund ($250,000). Carry over into the current ministry plan ($100,000), and at the end of fiscal year 

2020/21 make a principal mortgage payment of $30,511.  

Please keep our congregation in your prayers as we move forward with the gospel.  

DRIVE THROUGH FOOD DRIVE 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will be collecting food for those in need. Join us in Christian love on Saturday, March 

27th, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm to donate non-perishable items such as: canned tuna, canned stew, peanut butter, 

pork ‘n beans, hamburger & tuna helper, and spaghetti sauce. As well as some non-food items such as: personal 

care items, cleaning products, paper products, and baby wipes. Cash donations will be accepted. 

For your convenience, this will be a drive thru donation. Simply pull up your car and we will help you unload your 

items. All collected items will go to the Onalaska Regional Food Basket, which serves those in Onalaska, as well as 

our surrounding communities. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

The Surround Care program at St. Paul’s has an immediate opening for a morning Teacher.  Surround Care is the 

before and after school childcare program connected with our school. Morning Surround Care is made available to 

parents 6:00-7:30 am. The position is open until filled and scheduled. Start dates are flexible. Applications are 

available in the school office, and questions can be directed to Surround Care Director, Leslie Pfennig 

(surrcare@stpaulsonalaska.org, office 608.783.4822 ext. 230, or cell 608.799.7517). 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqn03F5lW0mIIulcQv4oOfuXTDrWR5sIxPJsprFAiXtr-Zvw/viewform
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:surrcare@stpaulsonalaska.org
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HEALTH SCREENERS NEEDED 

We need 2 volunteer health screeners each school day. To sign up, please click the link or call the church/school 

office. 

“BREAKING THE SILENCE" A presentation on domestic abuse by Michelle Markgraf 

Approximately one out of three people (women and men) experience violence in a relationship. This statistic does 

not include verbal or emotional abuse, which are harder to quantify. A popular myth is that abuse occurs less 

frequently in Christian homes; the reality is far different. Christians do not enjoy a special exemption from this sin, 

yet it is rarely addressed in faith circles. 

Join us Sunday, March 21st at 9:00 am in the sanctuary at St. Paul's in Onalaska or via zoom on Thursday, March 

18th at 6:30 pm (sign up on our website or here to receive a link to the zoom call) and learn what abuse is and how 

to recognize its signs in a relationship. In Galatians 6:10 we hear: “Do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers.” Attend and find out how YOU can help someone in an abusive relationship! Learn 

how to extend God’s grace to the survivor while assisting him/her on the journey to safety and healing.   

WOMEN IN CHRIST 

Women in Christ are in search of candidates for next year’s Executive Board. The open positions are for Co-Chair 

and Secretary. If you would be interested in being part of the WIC Executive Board email Katy Miller 

at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org for more information. 

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, April 5 at 6:30 pm. The 

topic will be: Tools for coping with difficult times.  

SPRING SCRAP-N-CRAFT FUNDRAISER 

The Spring Scrap-N-Craft fundraiser will be held from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm Saturday, April 10, 2021, at Mt. Calvary 

Grace School, 1614 Park St., La Crosse. Click on this link to access the registration form and additional information. 

Proceeds from this event help support the New Life Resource Center in La Crosse.  

2020 GIVING STATEMENTS 

A sign-up sheet is in the church lobby or contact the church/school office at 608.783.2552 ext. 0 to request one.  

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL PROUDLY PRESENTS “PETER AND THE STARCATCHER” 
Sunday, March 14, 2:00 pm (Auditorium) 

Tickets: ($5 - in-person and online) Go to this link to purchase tickets. 
In-person - masks required and minimum 6' social distancing guidelines observed 

Online - viewing pass may be purchased at this link. 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 
The total offerings were $33,913 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 
The amount given to date is $899,932. 
(3/7/2021) The amount needed to date is $890,022. 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/6df76493-50bf-403d-9ac1-648961987fb2/Scrap_N_Craft_April_10_2021.pdf
https://www.ticketsource.us/lutherhighschool
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/48062
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

