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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

This summer’s worship series is entitled “Postcards from Paul.” We’ll be examining accounts from the 

three missionary journeys which he made around the Mediterranean world, and we’ll rejoice in the way that the 

Lord’s Word was shared and how it grew into saving faith in the hearts of many. 

 

Today we’ll see that the Apostle Paul and his companions had plans to enter some new mission fields.  However, 

the Holy Spirit prevented them from doing so. Why?  Because the Lord had a different mission field in mind for 

them: the continent of Europe.  Sometimes God closes doors in our lives because, in his grace, he wants to open 

different doors for his good purposes. 

 
 

 

Theme: 

Troas—An Unexpected Divine Direction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Shane Krause 

Liturgist (Sunday services): Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Organist: Wendy Schibbelhut 

Singers and Instrumentalists: (Sunday) Annaliese, Jacob, and Katherine Bruns; Greg, Julia, and Marin Schibbelhut; 
Andy Wehausen 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. Service 
of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. “Speak, O Lord” Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. “For the Cause” Keith and Kristyn 
Getty, Stuart Townend.  
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BELLS AND WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: In the name of the Father 

Congregation: whose glory is declared by the heavens, 

P:   and of the Son 

C:  who calls us to make disciples of all nations 

P:   and of the Holy Spirit 

C:  who empowers us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN: CWS 735         “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

To receive the food of your Holy Word. 

Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in your likeness 

That the light of Christ might be seen today 

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

All your purposes for your glory. 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 

Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 

In the radiance of your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 

Your majestic love and authority. 

Words of pow’r that can never fail, 

Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 

Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 

That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 

And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built 

And you fill the earth with your glory. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:  Dear friends in Christ, our Lord Jesus has called us to be the light of the world and the salt of the earth.  Yet we 

have often failed to let our lights shine to bring glory to our Father in heaven.  For this and all our sins, we 

come before our God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P:  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, the light no darkness can overcome.  Because Jesus lived a holy life, died 

on the cross, and rose from the grave, our heavenly Father sees us as his dear children.  In Jesus we have 

forgiveness, life, light, and peace.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his authority I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CW 234, verses 1, 4-5     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

As with his love he befriends you. 

 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 

Gladly forever adore him! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Lord God of our salvation, you have called us to be witnesses of the good news that in Christ the world has 

been reconciled to yourself.  Inspire our witness that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope 

of his resurrection; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                               2 Corinthians 1:15-22 

The plans we lay don’t always work out.  But God assures us in those situations that he always keeps his promises, 

and he works out everything for our good. 

15 Because I was confident of this, I wanted to visit you first so that you might benefit twice. 16 I wanted to visit you 

on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you from Macedonia, and then to have you send me on my way to 

Judea. 17 Was I fickle when I intended to do this? Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in the same 

breath I say both “Yes, yes” and “No, no”? 

18 But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who 

was preached among you by us—by me and Silas and Timothy—was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has 

always been “Yes.” 20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 

him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in 

Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE:                                                                                                                                            “For the Cause” 

For the cause of Christ the King 

We give our lives, an offering 

'Til all the earth resounds 

With ceaseless praise to the Son. 

 

For the cause of Christ we go 

With joy to reap, with faith to sow 

As many see 

And many put their trust in the Son. 

 

Christ we proclaim 

The Name above every name 

For all creation, every nation 

God's salvation through the Son! 

 

For the King once lifted high 

To cries of rage, of crucify! 

Endured the cross 

As every sin was laid on the Son. 

 

To the King who conquered death 

To free the poor and the oppressed 

For lasting peace 

For life and liberty in the Son. 
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Christ we proclaim 

The Name above every name 

For all creation, every nation 

God's salvation through the Son! 

 

Let it be my life's refrain 

To live is Christ, to die is gain 

Deny myself, take up my cross 

And follow the Son. 

 

Let it be my life's refrain 

To live is Christ, to die is gain 

Deny myself, take up my cross 

And follow the Son. 

 

Christ we proclaim 

The Name above every name 

For all creation, every nation 

God's salvation through the Son! 

 

Christ we proclaim 

The Name above every name 

For all creation, every nation 

God's salvation through the Son! 

PLEASE STAND 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                          Luke 4:38-44 

Even as his gospel has success, Jesus desires for that gospel to continue to be carried “to the other towns.” 

38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high 

fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at 

once and began to wait on them. 

40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he 

healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he 

rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah. 

42 At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where 

he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of 

God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of 

Judea. 
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After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 367                “Christ Be My Leader” 

Christ be my leader by night as by day, 

Safe through the darkness, for he is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future his care; 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

Christ be my teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth. 

Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand. 

Doubt cannot daunt me—in Jesus I stand! 

Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for he is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation—with Jesus I reign! 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                         Acts 16:6-10 

6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy 

Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter 

Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to 

Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to 

Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding 

that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

Sermon Theme 

Troas—An Unexpected Divine Direction 

PLEASE STAND 
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NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P:  Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings you have given to our congregation: for your 

Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and grow, for occasions to serve and be served, and for 

the fellowship we enjoy.    

C:  Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 

P:  Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you graciously call us to be your witnesses in the world.  Open our eyes to see 

the great and noble mission that lies before us.  In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, 

in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 

C:  Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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P:  Holy Spirit, giver of life, through your Word and sacraments give us the wisdom and power we need to witness 

clearly and to act boldly.  Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to 

become all things to all people so that by all possible means you might save some. 

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 

Special prayers. 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in 

you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 

 Silent prayer. 

P:  Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success.  Let your kingdom come to us and others, so that 

we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise forever. 

C:  Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission.  Amen. 

P:  Father, hear us as we join to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. By 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered his Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           Sanctus  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 



11 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                        Agnus Dei 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 310, verses 1-8     “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” 

I come, O Savior, to your table, for weak and weary is my soul; 

O Jesus, you alone are able to satisfy and make me whole. 

Refrain: 

Lord, may your body and your blood be for my soul the highest good! 

Oh, grant that I in manner worthy may now trust solely in your Word, 

And, conscious of the sins before me, look only unto you, O Lord. 

Refrain 

 

 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet you your lamb will banish never, nor will your faithfulness depart. 

Refrain 



12 

 Oh, let me loathe all sin forever as death and poison to my soul, 

That I through willful sinning never may see your judgment take its toll! 

Refrain 

 Your heart is filled with fervent yearning that sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to you in faith are turning; so let me, too, come trustingly. 

Refrain 

 Weary am I and heavy laden; with sin my soul is sore oppressed. 

Receive me graciously and gladden my heart, for I am now your guest. 

 Refrain 

 You here will find a heart most lowly that feels unworthy in your sight, 

That duly weeps o’er sin, yet solely your merit pleads, as it is right. 

Refrain 

By faith I call your holy table the testament of your deep love, 

For by your gift I now am able to know the heart of God above. 

Refrain 

THANKSGIVING 
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P:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the 

world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who 

have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and 

holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BLESSING 

P:  Now may the God who gives endurance and encouragement give a spirit of unity among you, so that with one 

heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The blessing of almighty God – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit – be with you and uphold you forever.  Let 

all God’s people say: 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 333                                                                                                                     “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 

Abide, O dearest Jesus, among us with your grace 

That Satan may not harm us nor we to sin give place. 

Abide, O dear Redeemer, among us with your Word 

And thus now and hereafter true peace and joy afford. 

Abide with heav’nly brightness among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us from error’s gloomy night. 

Abide with richest blessings among us, bounteous Lord; 

Let us in grace and wisdom grow daily through your Word. 

Abide with your protection among us, Lord, our Strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us and overcome at length. 

Abide, O faithful Savior, among us with your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us to reach our home above. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: June 27, 2021 

 

WORSHIP UPDATES  

Our Saturday 5:00 pm service will no longer be held starting in July.  

Please note the following modifications have been adopted for our worship life here at St. Paul’s:  

• Ropes have been removed from the pews. Feel free to utilize all of our pews for seating. 

• Communion servers will no longer wear gloves and masks when distributing the Lord’s Supper. They will 

continue to sanitize their hands before communion distribution. 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAY SCHOOL, AND CHILDCARE 

Our adult Bible study is based on our summer sermon series and is looking at the Apostle Paul's missionary 

journeys. We encourage parents with kids in middle school and high school to attend Bible study with their kids. Let 

Pastor Ehlke know if you have any questions. There will be no Sunday School at St. Paul’s on July 4. However, 

adult Bible class will be held at its usual 9:30 am and 10:30 am times.  

Schedule:  
Sunday School (PreK-6th Grade) and Childcare (younger than PreK):  

9:20-10:15 am - School Classrooms 

1st Sunday Bible Study: 9:30-10:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

2nd Sunday Bible Study: 10:30-11:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

Childcare (through 4th grade): 10:20-11:15 am - Gym/Grace Room 

ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING ON SUNDAY, JULY 18 

St. Paul’s annual voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, July 18, beginning around 11:45 am (after the late morning 

service). Among other business items, our boards will report information on their past and projected future 

ministry efforts, and a Grateful and Growing building project update will be given. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY - COUNTY FAIR BOOTH 
All the WELS churches in the area join together in occupying a booth at the La Crosse County Fair. St. Paul's day to 

run the booth will be Friday, July 16th from 11:00 am-10:00 pm. We are looking for about 2-3 helpers per time slot 

to help run the booth. Your duties will be smiling, greeting people, handing out school supplies and in general, 

being the face of our WELS churches.  

We are also looking for donations of new school supplies (backpacks, crayons, pencils, rulers, glue, folders/binders, 

etc) which you can bring to the church at any time before July 16th. If you'd like to sign up for a section of time that 

day, you can sign up on the online form here, or in the church lobby.  

CAMP WHITEWATER COUNSELORS NEEDED 

Camp Whitewater is in urgent need of additional camp counselors for both weeks of camp, but especially for week 

1 (July 11-16). Anyone who is in high school or older is eligible. If interested, please apply at campwhitewater.org. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-lacrosse
http://campwhitewater.org/
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SAVE THE DATE 

On Sunday, August 15, we will be combining our 9:15 and 10:30 am worship services into one outdoor service at 

10:00 am. After the 10:00 am service, we’ll be having our church/neighborhood picnic with food, games, and a lot 

of fun. If you’re interested in helping out with either serving or games or in any other way, please contact Tim 

Scriver: timjscriver@gmail.com. We definitely could use some help that weekend!  

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, July 5, at 6:30 pm. The topic will 

be: Loneliness. 

TALK ABOUT JESUS 

In our Recovery in Christ group meetings we openly talk about Jesus. Recovery in Christ meets here each Sunday at 

6:00 pm in the lower-level school library and every Wednesday, 1:00 pm at La Crosse's Coulee Recovery Center (933 

Ferry St.). Recovery in Christ assists people with addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time 

(608.567.3038). 

WELS NIGHT AT THE LUMBER YARD 

This year's WELS Night at the Loggers will take place on Sunday, July 25. Game time is at 5:05 pm. Tickets can be 

purchased online at lutherhigh.org, in the Mission Advancement office at Luther, Tuesday-Thursday from 9:00-

11:00 am, or at the box office the day of the game. If you have any questions, please contact Christina Sherry at 
608.783.5435 ext. 1134. 

CREATION MUSEUM AND ARK ENCOUNTER 
English Lutheran Church in Viroqua will be chartering a bus to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter 

in October. Information can be found on the table in the Church lobby. Any questions should be directed to Pastor 

Rob Williams. You can email him at robdwil7366@yahoo.com.  

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Click on this link to view the May 2021 Treasurer's Report or pick up a copy in the church lobby. 
 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The church/school office will be open Tuesday thru Thursday, from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm now through August 2. 
Please send weekly announcements to the office one week prior to the desired posting date. We will only be 
checking phone messages during office hours. In case of an emergency, please contact one of the pastors using 
their cell phone numbers listed below. 
 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

mailto:timjscriver@gmail.com
https://www.lutherhigh.org/
mailto:robdwil7366@yahoo.com
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/0025e57b-1621-54e4-ac1f-43a55cad2307/Treasurer_s_report_to_congreagation_May_2021.pdf
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

