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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

Expecting/New Parents Get-Together 
If you are expecting a child or if you are a new parent, Pastor Ehlke 
will be leading a one-time get-together with other expecting/new par-
ents.  The purpose is to allow parents to connect with each other, get
-to-know each other a little bit, and have a short Bible study on the 
blessings of children.  If you’re interested in attending, you can reach 
out to him behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org, or fill out this survey and se-
lect the dates that work for you: New Parents.  We hope to meet 
sometime in the middle of June.   
 
Scrip Summer Hours 
Scrip summer hours will be during regular office hours of Monday 
through Thursday from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. If you would like to 
make arrangements beyond those hours, please contact Katy Miller 
at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.  
 
St. Paul’s Golf Scramble on Sunday, June 26 
Would you like to play some golf with fellow Christians? Any and all 
members and friends of St. Paul’s are invited to join us for a late af-
ternoon scramble-style golf outing at Coulee Golf Bowl on Sunday, 
June 26. The cost is $20 for the greens fee and a cart. Interested? 
Contact Pastor Krause, 608-217-5660  
 
2nd Annual 5K Fun/Walk/Run 
St. Paul's second annual 5K Fun/Walk/Run event is set for Saturday, 
August 13. If interested in volunteering to help plan this event, please 
email dancathybraund@gmail.com or contact Pastor Olson. Thanks 
for considering to help with this outreach and fun event.  
 
St. Paul's Domestic Abuse Advocacy Program 
You may have already started to notice posters in different locations 
throughout the building for the Domestic Abuse Advocacy Program. 
If you or someone you know are experiencing abuse in any form, 
there is help. St Paul’s has trained advocates available via our 24-
hour hotline and email address. For immediate local help call (608)
406-4553 or email: domesticabusehelp@stpaulsonalaska.org 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
St. Paul's will be hosting a blood drive here on Wednesday, June 8th, 
from 12:30-5:30pm. No reservations are needed.  
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My kids just finished another year of school. I’m going to have 3 children in high 
school next year. I’ve been talking to my two oldest daughters about college recent-
ly.  It seems like just yesterday I was teaching them how to tie their shoes and ride 
a bike. But now they are almost out of the house. I hate to speak an already over-
used phrase but, time flies.  The older you get it seems this becomes more and 
more startling. Talk to someone in their 80’s or 90’s and they will tell you how quick-
ly life flew by. This isn’t just a feeling we have. The bible admits “You have made 
my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Eve-
ryone is but a breath, even those who seem secure.”  (Psalm 39:5) If our life feels 
short from our perspective, imagine what it looks like from God’s perspective who is 
looking at the timeline of eternity.  Our life of 70-80 years is nothing but a pinpoint.  
 

I suppose that’s all the more reason to see our time as a precious commodity that should be used as 
efficiently and wisely as possible. But what does that mean?  Those who are not Christians would 
take that to mean to “eat, drink and be merry” while you can. Create a bucket list and accomplish as 
much as you can. Live and die without regrets before you run out of time. We too can easily get 
caught up in that shallow use of our time.  But the Lord has a different meaning of efficient and wise 
use of the short time that we have on earth.  He says this in Ephesians 5:15-20. “Be very careful, 
then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 

16
 making the most of every opportunity, because the 

days are evil. 
17

 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 
18

 Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 

19
 speaking to one anoth-

er with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 
20

 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
The Lord says that since time is short, spend your time wisely and efficiently by speaking God’s word 
to one another, by singing psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit, by giving thanks to the Lord. 
Even as Christians, our sinful nature struggles to understand how that is good efficient use of our 
time. There is a reason why even those who call themselves Christians in our country struggle to 
spend even one hour a week in church, or five minutes a day reading the bible. Being in God’s word 
doesn’t seem like a good use of our time. Maybe it seems that nothing is accomplished. No distinct 
family memories are made. No bucket list items are checked. We live our lives as if this is it.  
 
But Christ knew better. He knew there is life after death – either in heaven or in hell. He came into 
this world, not just to give us more time, but to make sure the time we spend after death is in heav-
en.  He wasn’t interested in money, or sports, or fishing, or vacations.  He focused his attention, not 
on this life, but on getting us into heaven in the next life. His life, death and resurrection did that for 
us. And now he encourages us to not lose sight of the next life.  That’s the purpose of the “psalms, 
hymns and songs from the Spirit” that Paul mentions. They remind us that this is not our home. They 
remind us that time is ticking away here and that’s a good thing. We can save our bucket lists for 
heaven and do everything we ever wanted to do there, but without being constrained by time, or ag-
ing or regret or lack of money. So as time ticks away here in this world, let’s make sure we are as ef-
ficient and wise with our time as we can be. Let’s live our lives so that the world can see that we are 
living for the next life and not this one 

Pastor Dan Olson 

Every Member Visits 
If you haven't had a chance to sit down and talk with one of our pastors lately, please sign up for an 
Every Member Visit. Their goal is to meet personally with all members of this congregation. St. Paul's 
is a family of believers and your pastors want to know you better, so they can serve you better. Every 
Member Visits will continue through the month of June. If you haven't signed up already, we encour-
age you to sign up now. Go to our website: stpaulsonalaska.org or call the church office. 

http://stpaulsonalaska.org
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Sunday Summer Bible Study 
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18  

 
Starting June 5, we’ll start our summer Bible study at 9:20 am in the 
Fellowship Hall and 10:20 am in the Grace Room (no Wednesday class 
during the summer). This summer we’ll be studying 1 Corinthians which is a 
letter that is extremely relevant and applicable to a Christian congrega-
tion.  In this letter, the Apostle Paul addresses all sorts of issues like having 
a favorite pastor, divisions among Christians, Christian freedom and 
adiaphora, marriage and divorce, the Lord’s Supper, and so many 
others.  We hope you’re able to join us and grow closer to your Savior and 
your church family through God’s Word!  
 
Weekday Bible Studies 
During the summer months, most of our weekday classes take a break.  We 
have a few that will keep meeting.  Here are the ones that will continue to 
meet during the summer. 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 6:30 pm  
(no class Memorial Day or July 4) Led by Wendy Schibbelhut 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am (Online-only) 
Email Jan Westerman if interested and to get the link:  
jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 
 
Men’s Bible Class: Saturdays at 8 am at the Kwik Trip north of church  
(408 Sandlake Rd) Led by Steve Loehr 

Sunday School for All  
  

Jesus invites all children when he says, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14) For any children 
who find that traditional Sunday School is not a good fit, we 
invite you to Sunday School for All. Children of all abilities, 
learning styles, and special education needs are welcomed 
and valued in this group.   

 
Sunday School for All will start the fall of the 2022-2023 school year and will 
run in conjunction with the traditional Sunday School programs but on every 
other Sunday.  To get it up and running, I’m looking for people who have a 
heart for serving children with special learning needs to join an exploration 
committee to narrow our vision, focus, outreach, and identify potential volun-
teers. I plan to keep these meetings short and virtual when possible. Training 
will be provided to any interested volunteers at future meeting times. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Jen Kalis by text or email:  608-498-8539 
or jen-joy@live.com.  Jen serves on the Panther Parent Board; she holds a 
master’s degree in Special Education and extensive experience as a coordina-
tor for programs who serve children of all abilities. 

June 

1. Acts 7:44-8:4  

2. Ac. 8:5-25  

3. Ac. 8:26-40  

4. Ac. 9:1-19a  

5. Ac. 9:19b-31  

6. Ac. 9:32-42  

7. Ac. 9:43-10:33  

8. Ac. 10:34-48  

9. Ac. 11:1-18  

10. Ac. 11:19-30  

11. Ac. 12:1-24  

12. Exodus 1, 2  

13. Ex. 3:1-4:17  

14. Ex. 4:18-6:9  

15. Ex. 6:10-7:25  

16. Ex. 8  

17. Ex. 9  

18. Ex. 10, 11  

19. Ex. 12:1-36  

20. Ex. 12:37-13:22  

21. Ex. 14:1-15:21  

22. Ex. 15:22-16:36  

23. Ex. 17  

24. Ex. 18  

25. Ex. 19, 20  

26. Acts 12:25-13:12  

27. Acts 13:13-43  

28. Acts 13:44-52  

29. Acts 14:1-12  

30. Acts 14:13-28  

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
mailto:jen-joy@live.com
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Mission Trip this Summer to Idaho 

In partnership with a WELS organization called 
“Mission Journeys” we are planning a mission 
trip this summer to Idaho Falls, Idaho from July 
31

st
 – August 3

rd
. We are looking for a team of 

4-12 people who are willing to go canvassing in 
the area.  There is currently no WELS church in 
that area. However, there are a few families in 
that area who would like to start a church there 
and our synod would like to do some explorato-
ry work with our help.  Duane Schlender, a 
member of our church, has volunteered to lead 

the group.  Please contact him directly if you’d like more information. (dmschlender@hotmail.com) or  
608 385-7761  

Please Save The Date 
 
St. Paul's Participation at the La Crosse County Fair in West Salem at the 
WELS Fair Booth on Friday, July 22. Please go to this link to sign up  

 
St. Paul's annual 5k Fun Run/Walk at St. Paul's set for Saturday, August 13. 
Please go to this link to sign up. 

Memorials 
 
Given in loving memory of Steve Lobeck by: 

Paul and Brenda Mendell    Undesignated Memorial 

Tom and Karen Weis    Undesignated Memorial 

 
Given in loving memory of Darlene Dummer by: 

Rev. Norris and Kristine Baumann  Grateful and Growing Fund 

David and Ann Jansen    Grateful and Growing Fund 

Jerry and Kristine Schwartz   Grateful and Growing Fund 
Michael and Kathy Mc Henry   Grateful and Growing Fund  

mailto:dmschlender@hotmail.com
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=24cdc38dc8&e=8e2ffa8777
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=d8cb278965&e=8e2ffa8777
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WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP  
will be taking a break until August. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL meets every other 
month on the first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall,  Chil-
dren who are enrolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings and 
books every 6 months until they are 4.  Our next meeting will be 
July 7

th
. If you are interested we can always use new members.  

Also if anyone is interested you could just take on maintaining the 
quiet bags.  Any questions please come to our next meeting or call 
Gerry at 608-783-4167.   

The retreat will center around our identity in Christ, our unique design as women, temperament and 

gifts. For more information go to this website flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/  

You are Invited 
Faith Lutheran Church of Black River Falls and Cataract Wisconsin would like to invite you to a 
Christian concert by Branches Band, a WELS band from the Milwaukee area. This will be a part of 
Black River Falls' concerts in the park series at the Lunda Community Park (1400 Tyler St, Black 
River Falls, WI 54615). It is scheduled for Tuesday, June 21, at 7 pm.  There is no cost.  Branches 
Band, comprised of husband and wife Andy and Rachel Braun, have performed in all 50 states and 
Canada and have served over 500 WELS and ELS congregations by offering Christian concerts, 
assisting with worship, and developing worship resources. To learn more about Branches Band 
and their music, check out http://www.branchesband.com/.  For more information on the concert, 
check out Faith’s website: www.faithwels.com 

https://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/
http://www.branchesband.com/
http://www.faithwels.com
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St Paul’s 2022 Graduate List 

Name School Post Graduate Plan 

Ruby Bain Luther High School University of Minnesota - Duluth studying Music 

Cole Barbee Holmen High School Missouri Welding Institute 

Jenna Bertolotti Luther High School Western Technical College for Radiography 

Emma Botcher UW Stout / Masters Case Manager at Workforce Development in  

Menomonie 
Jenna Crick Luther High School UW River Falls to study Animal Science 
Brandon Fluegge Minnesota State University  

Mankato  

 

Jude Gilbertson Luther High School Enlisted in the US Marines 

Micah Gray Luther High School Martin Luther College 

Haley Gronholz Western Technical College River City Lawnscape 

Samuel Hall Luther High School  

Lauren Kick UW Madison NICU Nurse at UW Hospital  

Kamryann Korish Logan High School attending college for Nursing 

Caleb Larson Luther High School UW Green Bay for Business/ Marketing 

Josiah Larson Luther High School UW La Crosse for Physical Therapy / Army ROTC 

Jessie Maedke UW Stout Studio Art and Design at the Glass Orchard in  

Eau Claire 
Alaina Neumeister Luther High School Wisconsin Lutheran College / Nursing Major 

Clare  Reynolds UW La Crosse Communications 

Rebecca Schilling Martin Luther College Elementary Teaching Call to follow 

Cameron Schroeder Martin Luther College Junior Staff director at Camp Phillip this summer,  

Seminary in the fall 
Timothy Seiler Luther High School UW Eau Claire for Business 

Steven  Shepeck UW Platteville  

Jada Wahl Luther High School UW Eau Claire 

Justin Walleck Luther High School UW La Crosse, Majoring in Physics/Engineering  

Dual Degree 
Alesha Willer Western Technical College Work in Education 

Leah Wintrone Luther High School UW Whitewater 

Sarah Yonkovich Luther High School Martin Luther College 

2022 Confirmands 
Andrew Jacob Ames     Grace Elizabeth-Rae Mahnke 

Allyson Anne Bainter     Morgan Grace McCurdy 
Grace Sharon Beyer     Aaron Arthur McHenry 
Emily Alice Bartelt      Jackson Frank Miller 
Thor Christian Cueto     Mackenzie Gina Olson 
Jonah Fredrick Degner     Tyler Lueck Sagen 
Tyson Ashton Farley     Jordan Reese Sawyer 
Mason Robert Paul Gates     Kayla Grace Schiebel 
Emilee Nicole Klich     Charles Steven Skolnik 
Kaia Suzanne Knudson     Kenna Marie Streeck 
Emma Gina Kolb      Preston Reese Stuve 
Marlie Nicole Krause     Kyle William Wortman 
Sophie Violet Joy Lombard    Cooper George Yahnke 
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Building Update (5/25/22) 
 

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, who’s confidence is in him.” Jeremiah 17:7 
  
Tuesday, May 24th, we held an Open Forum at church to talk about our overall building project budg-
et and financing. Earlier this month, total project numbers came back at 10.5 million dollars which was 
higher than the 8 to 8.5 million dollar projected price. 
 
The financing option that was shared at the forum for the project is a special bond financing rate that 
can be used for tax exempt school building projects. Using this financing we can secure an interest 
rate that is usually one percent lower than a conventional mortgage. What a blessing! 
 
The rate is fixed for a term of 20-25 years depending on what bank picks up the loan. The bank would 
like to see 20-25 percent down (this can be money pledged and does not have to be cash on hand). 
We have 2.4 million pledged to this point. Thanks be to God for all the hearts that were moved to 
make this amount possible! 
 
Following the guidelines of the discussion at the open forum, the building committee is meeting 
this  Thursday, May 26th at 6:30 to go over the budget line by line and look at items we can cut and 
items that we would put on a “wish list” to add back into the project as they are funded.  Our aim in 
this is to be a lot closer to the 9.5 million dollar mark. These revisions would go back to Catalyst Con-
struction and we would hope to have final numbers from them to give to the finance team and church 
council. 
 
The Finance Team will also be meeting soon to discuss what a larger mortgage would look like. They 
plan to evaluate different scenarios and how a monthly mortgage would impact our overall budget and 
what additional offerings would be needed to cover it. 
 
From there council would decide if we can handle the increase as a congregation, trusting that Our 
God will guide the decisions and will provide all we need through these final steps before the build. 
Ultimately we know that this is all in God’s hands and that he will bless the efforts of His people! 
  

“They will be like a tree planted by The water that sends out its roots by the stream. 
It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.  

It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” Jeremiah 17:8.  

St. Paul's Open Forum and Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual meeting will be held on Sunday, June 5th after the 10:30 
am worship service. The agenda includes bylaw changes and the 
budget for the next fiscal year. Use this link to view the bylaw changes 
and click here to view the proposed budget. Printed copies are also 
available in the church lobby. An open forum on the proposed budget 
will be held on Sunday, May 29th at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 
where our treasurer will answer any questions you have.  

https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=4c7fb78a71&e=c84182dfd3
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=07acd21a0c&e=c84182dfd3
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Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet Wednesday 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center and Sunday 4:00 
pm here at St. Paul's. Recovery in Christ ministers to those who suffer from various addictions. 
Call/text Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time (608.567.3038).  

GRIEF SUPPORT 
If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come to our next 
Grief Support meeting at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Come 
for comfort from God's word, and encouragement from fellow 
Christians. 

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget fund-
ing), please see the items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instruc-
tions at the bottom of the list on how to make a donation. Click the link 
below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the 
top of the page, click Give and then Wish List.  Master Wish List 

Scrip will be sold on Sunday mornings from 9 to 9:15 am and 10:15 -10:30 am at 
the scrip table near the church office. Please contact Katy Miller with any ques-

tions about scrip at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 
 
Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Christian Counseling Services Are Available To Our Congregation 
Through Christian Family Solutions, members of our congregation 
have access to confidential counseling services through a program 
called MAP (Member Assistance Program). The counselors are 
WELS/ELS mental health professionals, using secure, online video 
technology. Short-term counseling is available from any private  
location that has an internet connection and a web cam. Tele-

phone counseling is also available. If you are interested, please talk to one of our pastors.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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St. Paul's Lutheran School 
 

CURRENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
St. Paul’s has 221 students listed as “Enrolled” 
through TADS for 2022-2023.  We have veri-
fied 90 applications through the Wisconsin Pa-
rental Choice Program.  It appears we will wel-
come approximately 25 new families to St. 
Paul’s. These classrooms have reached their 
capacities and have Waiting Lists: K4, K, 2

nd
, 

3
rd

, and 5
th
.  Eighth grade is also at capacity, 

but does not have a Waiting List, yet.  God is 
blessing us with the opportunity to serve many 
families with our Lutheran school.  Our 2022-
2023 enrollment will be a new record for our 
school.  Next year’s K-8 enrollment is antici-
pated to be 208, considerably higher than the record set in 
2012 of 196. 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH QUARTER MISSION OFFERING – MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE  (MLC) 
The mission of MLC is “to train a corps of Christian witnesses who are qualified to meet the ministry 
needs of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.”  Member Rebecca Schilling graduated this 
May from MLC and was assigned to teach grades 3-4 at St. Paul Lutheran School in Columbus, 
Ohio.  Member Cameron Schroeder graduated from MLC this May as well and will be continuing 
his studies for the pastoral ministry at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. 
 
It appears St. Paul’s will have two high school seniors attending MLC next Fall, so we will have 5 
members attending MLC next school year.  Our fourth quarter mission offering will be designated 
for tuition assistance at MLC. 
 
ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
Track and Field meets occurred on April 26 and May 7 at Luther High School.  Ribbons for the LAL-
SAC Meet on May 7 were distributed after chapel. 
 
The first LALSAC Kickball Tournament was held on May 14.  Interested students from all LALSAC 
schools were placed in equal-sized teams with a mixture of schools represented.  This means there 
were no St. Paul’s teams, just a mix of students from LALSAC schools.  It was a fun day of Chris-
tian fellowship! 
 
The teams for the LALSAC Softball Tournament on May 21 were formed the same way as the Kick-
ball Tournament.  Since there were not practices, the tournament is designed as a fun day for 
those already familiar with softball. 
 
At the request of one of our local WELS schools, St. Paul’s hosted a battlebot tournament on May 
20.  Teams built robots with the goal of either pushing their opponent off the field or render their op-
ponent unable to move.  We hope this event proves to be a starting point for more of our WELS el-
ementary schools to get involved with robotics. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Grade WPCP  
applications 

Projected  
Enrollment 

K3 N/A 13 

K4 8 23 

K 8 22 

1 12 23 

2 13 24 

3 13 26 

4 6 17 

5 15 27 

6 2 20 

7 8 21 

8 5 28 

Total 90 244 
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Students in grades 1-4 performed An Aesop Adventure on Sunday, May 22, at 4:00 pm.  The musi-
cal included retellings of familiar fables: The Story of the Fox and the Grapes, The Story of the Lion 
and the Mouse, The Story of the Ant and the Grasshopper, The Story of the Boy Who Cried “Wolf!”, 
and The Story of the Tortoise and the Hare.  The fables includes songs in different musical styles 
like rock, blues, and country. 
 
GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

What a great experience for our robotics team in Dallas, TX, for the World Championship!  There 
were nearly 800 middle school teams from about 40 countries.  Our St. Paul’s teams represented 
our school, community, and their Savior very well! 
 
Throughout the two days of competition, they practiced and planned with each of their 10 alliance 
partners prior to their schedule matches.  Sometimes the matches didn’t work out quite as well as 
they had practiced, and sometimes the matches went as well as we had hoped.  Each team record-
ed their highest ever score for a Teamwork Challenge match (144 & 158, which is nearly a perfect 
score).  Our teams ranked 26

th
 & 28

th
 in their divisions – quite a feat for rookie teams!   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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DARE Program According to Officer Meyers, St. Paul’s has participated in the DARE program for 
more than 30 years!  We are happy our community leaders continue to support this program, and we 
are grateful Officer Meyers comes to teach our fifth graders.  Students selected to read their essays 
at the DARE graduation included Ian E., Tessa P., and Hannah L.  Congratulations!  

(Continued from page 10) 


